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LAW AND ORDER--A RELIABLE GUIDE 

SUCCESSFUL LIVING 

SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 6:23 "The law is light." 
Proverbs 29:18 "He that keepeth the 

law, happy is he." 

INTRO: A NATIONALLY KNOWN TELEVISION NEWS
CASTER CONCLUDED HIS COMMENTARY ON PUBLIC SCAN
DALS BY QUOTING AN ANCIENT PHILOSOPHER WHO SAID, 
"WE NEED NEVER BE SURPRISED AT WHAT A MAN DOES 
IF WE REMEMBER WHAT MAN IS . " 

WE ARE REMINDED THATHUMAN NATURE STILL 
REQUIRES A CLEARLY DEFINED, RELIABLE GUIDE FOR 
SUCCESSFUL LIVING. 

We Shall Realize That Law and Order Is A Reliable 
Guide For Living When: 

I. WE REMEMBER THAT THE WORLD ORIGINATED WITH 
LAW AND ORDER 

--Gen. 1:1 " In the beginning God created .... " 
--NOTE: This was an orderly creation. The 

planets and the seas were held in their 
places by law. Natural and physical laws 
were established that have never changed, 
i.e. Gravity. 

conduct was governed by law. 
The Ten were later given as 
the permanent stuff on which society is 
built. If we are to experience success
ful living, we must adopt these as our 
guide. 

God gives us laws, not to limit or 
restrict us, but to enable us to protect 
us from harm and to become the best we 
are capable of being. 

--ILLUS: White stripes on the edge of the 
road. 

II. WHEN WE REALIZE WE ARE CITIZENS OF TWO 
WORLDS 

--Luke 20:25 "Render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar's, and to God the things 
that are God's. 
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--NOTE: Christ was a good citizen of Both 
worlds. When faced with the question of 
paying tribute money to the government, He 
instructed Simon Peter to do so. 

--APPLY: None of us are exempt from the laws 
of the land where we choose to live. 

How good a citizen of God's Kingdom we 
are has everything to do with how good a 
citizen of our community we are. The two 
are inseparable. -

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT CIVIL GOVERNMENT IS OF 
DIVINE APPOINTMENT 

--Romans 13:1-5 KJV every soul be sub
ject unto the higher powers. For there is 
no power but of God: the powers that be are 
ordained of God. therefore resist
eth the power, resisteth the ordinance of 
God: and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation. 3For rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt 
thou then not be afraid of the power? do 
that which is good, and thou shalt have 
praise of the same: he is the minister 
of God to thee for good. But if thou do that 
which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not 
the sword in vain: for is the minister of 
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil. ye must needs be 
subject, not only for wrath, but also for 
conscience sake." 

--NOTE: If you do not approve of the law of 
the land or a system of government you work 
within that system to change the law in an 
orderly way and continue to acknowledge that 
system until it is changed. There is no 
place for civil disobedience within Chris
.tianity or within an orderly society. 

--ILLUS: Civil disobedience, we are told, is 
right if it expands the freedom and opportu
nity of a minority group. The fallacy here 
is obvious, or it ought to be; freedom can 
be a reality only in a society of law. If 
you take away the law that binds the society 
together and guarantees the freedom of the 
individual in the society, you destroy not 
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only the freedom of the majority, but you 
destroy the freedom of everyone, minority 
and majority alike. You cannot guarantee 
the freedom of the minority by destroying 
the respect for law which alone can guaran
tee freedom. It is double-talk to say it 
is all right to violate the law if one's 
convictions disagree with the law. To 
say this is to attack the entire structure 
of responsible human relationships. 

IV. WE FULFILL OUR OBLIGATION TO OBEY THE 
LAW 

--I Peter 2:13-17 Wms. the Lord's 
sake submit to all human authority; 
to the emperor as to gover
nors as sent by Him to punish those who 
do evil and to reward those who do right . 

it is God's will that by doing 
right you should silence the ignorant talk 
of foolish people. like free men, 
only do not make your freedom a pretext 
for doing evil, but live like slaves of 
God. honor to everyone. Practice 
love for the brotherhood; practice rever
ence to God and honor to the Emperor." 

--Titus 3:1 "Remind them to be submissive 
to rulers and authorities, to be obedient." 

--NOTE: Our witness and the integrity of 
our faith is at stake in the matter of 
obeying the law. 

--ILLUS: Civil disobedience can never 
guarantee freedom. If the law of the 
land can be set aside by civil disobedi
ence in the streets, then force stands 
above law and becomes the new law of 
the land. In this reactionary return 
to the social structure of the jungle, 
society will be reduced to a series of 
conflicts between different power groups, 
and a constant struggle for power within 
each group. an approach to social 
problems is the exact antithesis of the 
American Way. 
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V. WE SUPPORT THOSE WHO ENFORCE THE LAW 
--I Timothy 2:1-3 of all, then, I 

urge that entreaties, prayers, and thanks
giving be off ered f or all men, 2for kings and 
a ll who are in authority, so that we may lead 
peac eful , quiet lives in perfect piety and 
seriousness. is the thing to do aa_ 
and it pleases God our Saviour," 

--ILLUS: Harvey Oswald had been shot, 
one of the of our country 
c a l led a the telephone. 
She was terribly upset, and she said, "This 
[the shooting of Oswald] i s the worst thing 
that has ever happened! '' The Harvard prof es- 1 
sor replied very coldly, "The worst thing 
happened Friday when the Pres i dent was shot , 
and you didn't call then. " She had become 

in psychology. This 
novelist She 
co u 1 d not i · 

LINCOLN: ''We blame crime on every
body and everything except t he criminal . " 

- -APPLY: It is high time we put the blame where 
it belongs, on the criminal , and back the men 
and women who put their life on the line for 
us everyday by enforcing t he laws we have 
asked them to enforce! 
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