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"HOW TO HAVE A HAPPY FAMILY" 

SCRIPTURE READING 

DELIVERIES: Date Hour Place 

FBC 5-12-74 a.m . San Angelo, Texas 

FBC 7-30-78 a.m. Sa n Angelo, Tex a s 

FBC 4-17-83 p . m. San Angelo, Texas 

F.B.C. 5-10-87 a.m. San Angelo, TX 

FBC 6-16-91 a.m. San Angelo, TX 
I/ ,, 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

'1.___ 
CLASSIFICATION: 

--EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 
- - TEXTUAL 
- -TOPICAL 
---DEVOTIONAL 

Results and Comments: 

XXX+++, 3 letters, 1 baptism 
XXX+++ 7 L, 1 B; 

XXX++++; [CDC Night] 
(XXX++++) 1 letter; 

(XXX++++) 1 Bapt.; 
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HOW TO HAVE A HAPPY FAMILY 

Proverbs 31:25 

INTRO: THE HISTORIAN, WILL DURANT, SEARCHED FOR 
HAPPINESS IN STUDY AND NING. BUT HE DISCOVERED 
THAT KNOWLEDGE ALONE NOT BRING HAPPINESS . 

HE TRIED TRAVEL AND FOUND ONLY WEARINESS. HE TRIED 
WEALTH AND FOUND ONLY WORRY AND DISCORD. HE 
SOUGHT TO IMMERSE HIMSELF IN HIS WRITING BUT FOUND 
ONLY FATIGUE. 

THEN ONE DAY HE NOTICED A WOMAN SITTING IN A 
SMALL CAR HOLD ING A SLEEPING CHILD IN HER ARMS . HE 

HED WHILE A MAN GOT OFF A TRAIN AND CAME OVER 
AND KISSED THE WOMAN AND BABY GENTLY, SO AS NOT TO 
WAKEN HIM. 

AS HE SAW THE FAMILY DRIVE OFF TOGETHER, WILL DURANT 
SUDDENLY REALIZED THAT THE SOURCE OF REAL HAPPINESS 
IS FOUND IN THE FAMILY. 

BUT LET'S FACE IT -- NOT EVERY FAMILY IS HAPPY. THEY 
MAY LIVE TOGETHER, THEY PRACTICE A CERTAIN DEGREE 
OF COURTEOUS TOLERANCE TOWARD· EACH OTHER BUT 
HONESTLY THEY ARE MUCH HAPPIER WHEN THEY ARE NOT 
W ITH EACH OTHER. HOME IS THE LAST PLACE THE CHILDREN 
WANT TO BE, THE MOTHER WANTS TO WORK AND THE FATHER 
W ANTS TO RETURN AT THE END OF THE DAY. 

BUT GOD NEVER MEANT THIS TO BE. HE CREATED THE 
FAMILY AS THE ULTIMATE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS AND FUL

ENT FOR EACH LIFE THAT FORMS IT. AND YOURS CAN 

HAPPY ~ 

To Have a Happy Family You Must: 

I. BE FAIR ABOUT 
1 . Be Fair About the Novelty of Marriage Yesterday 
--Note: It isn't fair (or realistic) to expect the exciting 

novelty of early marriage to eontinue. The novelty of a new 
experience does not abide in any other situation and to 
expect it to abide in marriage is unfair to both you 
partner. 

When the first rapture of love between a man and 
a woman is amidst di h s, ers and finan ial pressure 



problems may be ahead. When the routine of work, sex, 
meals, and visiting in-laws becomes a drag -- look 
out. Unless both partners in that marriage have degree 
of emotional maturity and Christian stability the waning of 
the novelty of marriage may be the prelude to real trouble. 

--APPLY: After several months of living with each other 
night and day a rather shocking discovery will be made. She 
will discover that you are not Prince Charming and he will 
discover that you are not Cleopatra. 

Patient love expresses itself in a willingness on the part of 
each to accept the other for what he is. One of the most 
grievous dangers in any marriage is the reforming drive. 
Marriage is not a reform school. Any bride or groom who set: 
out to make over the other is in for a rough time; people 
resent bein made over. 

2. Be Fair About Made Yesterday --~¥.:..· not the former things, neither 
consider the things of old . " 'S "u 

--Note: It isn't not to other members in the 
family for mistakes they have made. An unforgiving spirit 
will a family. And Jesus warns us (Matt. 12 :25b 
house itself shall not stand, 

(1) Husband-Wife mi stakes 
--Note: Marriage draws upon the deep desire of husband 

nd wife to continue in a forgiving, considerate attitude 
nd to accept each other despite clearly identifiable faults 

and the alterations of time. 
Sometimes a husband and wife become idolaters of each 

other. Expecting each other to be perfect, each loses 
patience when the other one is not. Little or no forgiveness 
is ranted. Carefessness, harshness, and neglect take the 
place of care, consideration, and attentiveness. And only 
the desperation of "What on earth are we going to do?" 
remains. 

We Americans have so sentimentalized marriage 
that a lot of us expect constant bliss -- and sulk when we 
don't get it. Recently in a marriage counselors office, a 
woman compiled an astonishing list of complaints about her 
husband. Finally the counselor said, "Lady, you have made 
a grave mistake. You instead of an archangel 
We must accept each other as something less than 
and a forgiving attitude toward the mistakes of the 



of the past. 
(2) mistakes 
--Eph. "And be ye kind one to another, tender

hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you. 11 

--Note : do mistakes. "I don't dare ask 
my parents to forgive me -- they'll never let me forget it. 11 

This is the matter-of-fact comment of many Christian young 
people. 

Frequently parents wonder why their children do not come 
to them in the hour of failure and defeat. Perhaps they are 
afraid. Parents who express understanding and trust in 
their children are, at the same time, making themselves 
approachable so that in the time of failure their children will 
feel free to turn to them. This is the perfect time to prove 
the love and loyalty which are often difficult for parents to 
express overtly Frank discussion, wholesome criticism 
and constructive discipline are all essential parts of the 
parents' responsibility, but the patient, gracious forgiving 
spirit of Christ is what brings healing to the wound After - -:- - . 
all, did not Jesus say something about "until seventy times 
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- -Note : do make mistakes -- because they 
ove you too much. i.e. a parent's 

II. 
--Psalm 11 8:2 4 the day the Lord hath made, we will 

rejoice and be gald in 
--Note: Too often we are too far-sighted and fail to live 

for today as a family and enjoy each other now. 
--Yesterday a cancelled check, tomorrow is a promissory 

note, TODAY is the only currency we have. 
1. P~ 
--APPLY: Parenthood is n . The good of it and the 

bad of it are immediate, this ·moment. 
hi station wagon and driving them 

to the zoo. It's in st late to sew on Cub Scout 
badges. It's in · f ams and trotting anxious · 

to the school when they fail. It's in to 
see that they' re dry and warm, or that they 

every 4 hours. It's in sustaining them through the 
heart's worse illnesses, when a daughter keeps anguished 
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vigil by the telephone praying for a call that doesn't come. 
It's in g in them read for plays and and to 

on time. ;,f-
It's in these tasks, these burdens, these exhausting duties 

which sometimes you can no longer bear, that you 
will really miss when they are gone. 

d the , like the strains of parenthood, are now. 
Not in some ros future when your children will be grown 

and presumably do you honor by gifts and phone calls and 
little attentions, and all by warm memories of what 
superb parents you were. 

Let's not kid ourselves about that. They won't! They'll 
with their own off spring. 

Their time and attention and concern will be devoted to 
their own activities and responsibilities -- getting up at 
night with medicine and piling the station wagon full and 
herding their own flock off plays and recitals and Sunday 
School. 

7 it will be with a nagging sense of 
obligation . " , I really should write home." Or, 

ens, it can't be Dad's birthday already--and he's so 
hard to buy for, too. " 

;?A n 'butes as to what marvelous parents 
you were--! No, no, let's face it, far more often it is, 
unfairly, our parents made that we remember, 
the the errors. And it's an undeniable part of 
growing up that once sons and daughters become 
they feel entitled to talk back, criticize. 
't:{ou did. And yours will too. 

So the real rewards of parenthood are found not over some 
peaceful hill when one by one the responsibilities have 
flown. The are here as close as the baby's crib ... as a 
son bending over his omew rk ... as a daughter s inging in 
the ·shower. 

Parenthood is now! 
--ILLUS: en Raymond Camp was writing the New York 

Times' "Wood, Field and Stream" column, he received this 
letter: "Would you tell me where I could find a place to fish 
that is not more than five or six miles from my home in 
Queens? I am fourteen years and have saved up enough 
money to buy a rod, reel, and line, but do not know where 
to go fishing. fathe goes almost every weekend, but 
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he fishes with older men who do not want boy along, so 
I have to find some place I can reach on my bicycle or by 
subway. " With the help of the telephone directory, the 
columnist obtained the father's name and sent him his son's 

/ 
letter with a brief note. He received this reply: "You handed 
me quite a wallop in your letter . When I think of the oppor
tunity I might have lost, it frightens me. I do not need to 
point out that I now have a new fishing companion ,and we hav ,, 
already planned a busy spring and summer I wonder how 
many other fathers are passing up similar opportunities?" 

2. As a or 
--Ecc. 11 :9 "Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth; 

and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth. " 
--Note: danger of living only for tomorrow and not 

really our family and Enjoy being a 
child or youth Ill' 

IIL PLAN FOR TOMORROW 
Christ commends preparation for tomorrow and 

condemns those who fail to look beyond today. 11They that 
were their lamps and took no oil with them" 

2 5:3). 
1. Youth Has a Responsibility to Plan for Tomorrow 
- - om. 14:12 "So then every one of us shall give 

account of HIMSELF to God" (personal responsibility}. 
--Note : There was a time when a certain school of 

psychology encouraged young people and young ad to 
blame all their mistakes and failures on their parents. But, 
you are no longer a child. You are making your own 
decisions and you are responsible for planning for tomorrow. 

--.Alm!Y The fut.ure is for those who for it. 
It is unnecessary for a Christian young person to drift 
through life until he is 20 or 25 before he decides what he is 
going to do in life God has a plan for every person and he 
is anxious to make it known to those who sincerely de sire 

__!o ~iscover it. q).J V C 
1 - -ILL US: J. C . Penney, a young man who planned for 

tomorrow, built a mercantile empire upon the foundati on of 
belief in God, belief in personal re s ponsibility, morality, 
hard work and confidence in his fellow man. And you alone 
have the responsibility to make something worthwhile of 
yourself. 

- -



2. Have a Responsibility to Plan for Tomorrow 
(1) Their children I s tomorrow 
--P up a child in the way he should go; 

and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 11 

--Thru love and discipline -- These two concepts are 
inseparable in good child-rearing. Love without discipline 
is sl:!ntimentalify , and discipline without love is a nny. 

is a frightening truth that we can love only to the extent 
that we have been loved . From a s ignificant theological 
point of view, 11 We love hi m, because he first loved us 11 

(I John 4:19). In a home where love is abundant, the child 
takes his first steps toward loving in return. 

--Thru setting the right example . -- Paul wrote , 11 Be 
thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, 
in in spirit , in faith, in purity 11 (I Tim. 4:12b). 

We can give a child warm food and chill his heart. We 
lull him to sleep but tear his soul with bickering. We 

can clean his clothes and soil his memory with quarreling. 
What difference does it make which Bible story we tell him 

\ 
at bedtime if he sees us living as if we had never opened 
the dust-covered Book? 

- -Thru Family Involvement in the Life of the Church 
(2) Their Own Tomorrow 
--Gen. 11 Therefore shall a man leave his father and 

his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be 
one flesh. 11 

--Note· You will spend many more years together as 
husband and wife than as father and mother. The basic 
relationship in the family is usband- wife . For when the 
son grows up and marries he leaves his father and mother 
and forms another basic relationship as he II cleaves unto 
his wife (not his parents). 

--Apply: A failure to realize the importance of the 
husband-wife relationship results in a number of middle 
age divorces after the children are gone. Why? Mother 
makes children the sole object of her concern. Father feel s 
rejected and replaced , turns to his profession and finds 
satisfaction there. They drift apart , not feeling a need 
for each other. Then the children leave and the wife feels 



unneeded. 
I 

--Note : Must plan for tomorrow, work at keeping romance 
alive. Much of marital failure is due to little things. 

is not wrecked by a blowout but by a slow leak. 
A flower which a husband gives his wife for no reason at 
all is worth a whole carload of Mother's Day corsages. 

Must keep the lines of communication open. 
Time and one partner has valid grievances, but the 
other is too busy voicing complaints of his own to listen. 
Now, a marriage without communication cannot survive. 
Yet all that's needed, usually, is some indication, however 
slight, that the other person's point of view is getting through. · 

Once, after listening to an embattled pair, Dr. Peale took 
the husband out of the room and extracted from him the 
reluctant promise that when we returned to his wife, he 
would pronounce a certain phrase every time Dr. Peale 
nodded his head. "\;Yhen the wife hurled her first accusation, 
Dr. Peale nodded sympathetically. "You may be right," 
the husband said. 

Startled, the wife fired another broad side . Once more 
Dr . Peale nodded. "You may be right," the husband repeated 
doggedly . When he made this unheard of remark for the 
third time, his wife glared at him. "What's the matter with 
you?" she demanded . Dr . Peale said he felt like 
lating her - - she was listening to her husband instead of , 
shouting at him. From that point on, they began to make some 
progress." 

CON: You can have a happy family . It begins personal 
commitment to Jesus Christ as Saviour by each 
you eat together, play together, pray together, attend church 
together and read the Bible together you will learn: (1) to 
be fair about yesterday; (2) to live for today; (3) and to plan 
for tomorrow. 

.\ 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday Morning Sermon Notes 
May 11, 1997 

HOW TO HAVE A HAPPY FAMILY 
Proverbs 31:25-28 - Pew Bible page 574 

To Have a HavvvFamilv You Must: ... . 
I. BE FAIR ABOUT 

1. Be Fair About the Novelty of o Yesterday 
It isn't fair (or realistic) to the exciting novelty 
of early marriage to . 

2. Be Fair About Made Yesterday 
--Isaiah 43:18 "Remember not the former things, neither 

consider the things of old." , , 
An unforgiving spirit will I V a family. 

(1) Hus Mistakes 
We must accept each other as something less than . 

. 

(2) Mistakes 
--Ephesians 4:32"And be ye kind one to another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you." 



11. LIVE FoR 

do make mistakes. 
do make mistakes. 

--Psalm 118:24 "This is the day the Lord hath made, we rejoice 
and be glad in 

1. As a t 
Parenthood is 0 . 
The S , like the strains of parenthood, are 
now. 

2. As a 5 n o D g 
--Ecclesiates 11:9a "Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth; and let 

heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth." 

III. PLAN FOR O 
--Matthew 25:3 

1. Has a Responsibility to Plan for Tomorrow 
--Romans 14:12 

The future is for those who for it. 

2. Have a Responsibility to Plan for Tomorrow 
(1) Their c. I tomorrow 

--Proverbs 22:6 
Love out discipline is s :-1-a, 
and discipline without love is + 'j B 

(2) Their Tomorrow 
--Genesis 2:24 

The basic relationship in the family is -
. 

A failure to realize the importance of the husband-wife 
rel.a?onship results in a of middle age 
ol S after the children are gone. 

Marriage is not wrecked by a blowout but by a slow 
. 
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