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VISION 2000 CHALLENGE 

In a "Leadership" magazine article , Lynn Anderson happens 
when a people lose their vision . A group of pilgrims landed on the shores of America 
about 350 years ago. With great vision and courage they had come to settle in the new 
land . In the first year they established a town. In the second , they elected a town 
council. In the third , the government proposed building a road 5 miles westward into the 
wilderness . But in the fourth year the people tried to impeach the town council because 
they thought such a road into the forest was a waste of public funds. Somehow these 
forward-looking people had lost their vision. Once able to see across oceans, they now 
could not look 5 miles into the future. 

Proverbs 29:18a "Where there is no vision, the people perish ." 

Vision is an important and frequent word throughout the Bible. It appears 79 
times in 73 verses-from Genesis 15: 1 to Revelation 9: 17. 

VISION 2000 is a plan for achieving the vision God has given us for the future of 
our church . The new construction and renovation made possible by the fulfillment of 
this vision will greatly enhance and strengthen all ministries of our church as we face 
the year 2000 and beyond. VISION 2000 is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. You will 
never again in all of your life as a member of this church have so great an opportunity to 
impact the future as you will in VISION 2000. 

VISION 2000 promises to be some of the most exciting and important days in the 
life of our church. And here are some reasons why. 

I. VISION 2000 Will Be a Testimony of Our Faith. 
--NOTE: Solomon's Temple in all its glory was not a testimony to the wisdom of 

Solomon or the might of David . Rather, it was a testimony to Israel's faith in 
God! It was for His Glory the temple was built. 

--APPLY: VISION 2000 will be a testimony of our faith since all that shall be done 
will be for the Glory of God . 

VISION 2000 Testimony to Our Faith: 

1. In the Worthiness of God 
--Rev. 5:13 "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power." 

(KJV) "Blessing and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." 

2. In the Word of God 
--11 Timothy 3:16 . 

_ 
(KJV) "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction , for instruction in righteousness": 
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3. In the Future of Our Church 
--Matthew 16:18 "Upon the rock I will build my church and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against." 
--NOTE: The vision of those who organized the church July 28, 1883 was a 

testimony of their faith in the future of the church . The vision of those who 
sacrificed that we might enjoy our present facilities was a testimony of their 
faith in the future of the church. 

And VISION 2000 is a testimony of our faith in the future of our church . It 
says, "We believe this church will be around for years and years to come!" 

II. VISION 2000 Will Provide a Tool for Reaching Others 
--NOTE: Recent studies show that the majority of couples with children make their 

decision on where to attend church based on the quality of facilities and care 
provided their children . 

But adequate and ample facilities also attract people of all ages. Both the 
young and the old like to feel they are considered important enough for the 
church to provide modern, comfortable and attractive facilities in which to 
worship and study God's Word. 

The fact is, buildings attract people! And that is part of outreach. 
VISION 2000 will make accessible every part of our facilities to every 

person, however handicapped they may be. These facilities will truly say, 
"Whosoever will may come!" 

Ill. VISION 2000 Will Enhance and Strengthen Our Ministries 

1. Our Bible Teaching 
(1) Where Sunday school departments now must try to hear over the music 

filtering through a flimsy folding door or a thin wall , they will be able to 
focus on their own open ing assembly. 

(2) Adequate and quiet Sunday school 
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2. Our Wednesday Evening Ministry ' 

--NOTE: Where Wednesday evening worshipers must guess who is around • • 
the plaster wall praying or speaking in Wilson Hall. They will be able 
worship in a Fellowship Hall where all can see and be seen. lclff 

3. Our Mission Ministries 
(1) Our Mission organizations 
(2) Mission Center 

4. Our Music Ministry 
(1) Choir Room 
(2) Choir Loft 
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5. Our CDC Ministry 
(1) Teaching facilities 
(2) Dining facilities 

6. Our Worship Ministry 
(1) Adequate lighting 
(2) T.V. lighting 
(3) Drama 
(4) Gathering Place 
(5) Accessibility 

"Building the Bridge for Him" 

An old man, traveling a lone highway, 
Came at the evening cold and gray 
To a chasm deep and wide. 

The old man crossed in the twilight dim, 
For the sullen stream held no fears for him, 
But he turned when he reached the other side, 
And builded a bridge to span the tide. 

"Old man," cried a feiiow pilgrim near, 
"You are wasting your strength with building here; 
Your journey will end with the ending day, 
And you never again will pass this way. 

"You have crossed the chasm deep and wide. 
Why build you a bridge at eventide?" 
And the builder raised his old gray head: 
"Good friend , on the path I have come," he said, 
"There followeth after me today 
A youth whose feet will pass this way. 

"This stream, which has been as naught to me, 
To that fair-haired boy may a pitfall be; 
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim -
Good friend , I am building this bridge for him." 

- W. A. Dromgoole 
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