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,. , OF VIEW , 

Numbers 13:25-14; .,t 

OF HOW AN ELEPHANT 
LOOKED WERE ALLOWED TO FEEL AN ELEPHANT AND DRAW THEIR OWN 
CONCLUSIONS. ~~~.-.tw.!,,4.,..;Wl!,,L!iii,!w,£ HANT IS LONG AND SCRAWNY, 
LIKE A SMALL LIMB, 11 FOR HE HAD FELT ONLY THE TAIL. 

MAN SAI 11 NT IS FLAT, WIDE, AND HIGH, 
LIKE A WALL, 11 ONLY THE THE HI D 

SID" 0 WRQNG, , AN ELEPHANT IS BIG AND 
ROUND, LIKE A TRUNK EXCEPT HE IS SOFT, 11 1 -- FOR HE HAD 
FELT ONLY THE TRUNK. 

BUT THEIR 
VIEW ~---~~1e1~~~~~~y DIFFERENT 
CONCLUSIONS BECAUSE ONE'S POINT OF VIEW IS IMPORTANT. 

THE BIBLE S E O THE TRUTH THAT A PROPER POINT 
OF VIEW IS NECESSARY IF GREAT ACCX)MPLISHMENTS FOR ARE TO 
BE REALIZED. V EW MAY BE SEEN IN THREE 
KINDS OF VISION US 

I. V s 
--Deut. 34:1-4 
1. s Be ond Our Own Life-time 

--34:4b "I have caused thee to see •• " 
was gazing upon the Promised Land into 

which Israel would enter after his life time. 
(1) Because God's kingdom continues on 

-.a!d~J His is greater any one or the 
sum total us . 

(2) Because there is no selfish interest in personal 
gain 

r&>ses could see beyond his own gain. He 
thought in terms which reached far beyond 
tomorrow 

· (Mac. P. 236) offered 
position in Philadelphia,$ security. Praying 
one evening out of map of Africa stretched arm 

hand of a leper, covered with sores & hideous 
to behold. He put out his hand to clasp 'the 
hand of the leper. Went to Ethiopia & opened 
hospital for lepers . He could see beyond his 
own life-time. 



(3) Because our live on until the end of 
time 

--Rev. 14:13b "Blessed the dead which die 
in the Lord from henceforth: · Yea, saith the 

• 1 ,Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours: AND THEIR WORKS FOLLOW THEM." 

~!!!!!!~-: This is why the Judgment is not until 
the end of time -- the story is not told in 
full until then. 

2. 
--Deut. 34: 7 

(1) Because we learn more about God 
Moses years old but "his eye was 

not Age is no cause ·for dimmed vision. 
Rather age should bring vision because 
of the years of fellowship with God and of 
learning mor.e of His pwoer. 

(2) Because believe in the ultimate triumph of 
Righteousness 

We are not fighting a losing battle. 
knew that God would .not break His Covenant 
with Israel. X(3) Becau_se we get a glimpse of what is ahead 

-- : Moses died a happy man because he had gotte 
a glimpse of the Promised Land which his people 

, were soon to enter. 
3. f.-o; t 

Moses invested his whole life in leading his 
people to the Promised Land. Out of bondage, 
across the Red Sea, thru wilderness, thru battles 
with hostile tribes, thru plagues, thru hunger, 
thru thirst, thru rebellion -- he gave every ounc 
of he had! 

(1) Because of a proper sense of values 
--Heb. 11 :24-26a "By faith. Moses, when he was come 

to years, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
than the treasurers of Egypt." 

(2) Because God has spoken 
--Exodus 3:10 (God speaks to Moses from the burning 

bush.) now therefore, I will send thee 
unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my 
people the children of Israel out of Egypt." 

-=l=f 



needs. Lost, 
missions, building, etc. 

(3) Because of a love for God's kingdom 
gave· his life in service 

to a group of ungrateful, rebellious people, 
but he did it because of his love for God's 
kingdom. 

I 
--Num. 13:25--14:2 
1. t he Need 

13:27 
1) Because of irrefutable evidence 

The facts were against these men. They 
could not argue with them. The land was all 
God said it was it was all that Israel needed. 

the facts show that old building is 
out the payment of a new building; 

failure in vision, soul-winning, Sunday School 
work, Training Union work -- you can't argue 
with that. 

(2) Because of a need to satisfy a conscience 
The many times a lost person will say, "Yes 

preacher, I know I ought to become a Christian 
II .... 

(3) Because of a desire to retain leadership 
The men knew that they lose their 

1 eadership if they had said, ''We don't need 
the Promised Land, we can live on forever as a 

right here." But admitting the need 
with certain qualifications, made them still 
appear to be leaders. The world will move off 
and leave you if have distorted vision. 

2. 
--13:28-29 & 32-33 

(1) Because of a lack of faith 
These men just did not believe in God's 

power. -
.... In this church owed $40,000.00;drought 

years came in 1910 & 1911. But by 1914 the 
debt was paid in full! 

Mac. P.120 Discovery of Neptune. Up to 
time the planet Uranus, discovered in 1781 had 
been regarded as outermost planet. Study of 
Uranus revealed deviations for which the 
astronomers could not account. Theorized must 

for by another planet. Located on 



chart where unknown planet must be. After 
midnight on Sept. 14, 1846, a student turned 
his instrument to the designated plaoe the 
planet swam into view. But the eye of the mind 
and faith long before it . was seen 
by the eyes. 

(2) of a rebellious spirit 
This same crowd cursed, opposed, & rebelled 

against Moses all the way from Egypt to the 
Promised Land. They were simply being consis
tent with their basic spirit. 

(3) Because of selfishness 
They knew that entering the Promised Land 

would cost them something. 
3. God's 

--14:1-2 
(1) Because of sadistic satisfaction gained 

These men were delighted that they had held 
up God's Kingdom 40 years. They rejoiced over 
the tears, lost dreams, and disappointments 
of others. 

(2) Because of pessimism which it engenders 
'."llliililllllK: A distorted pessimistic presentation of the 

facts discourages others and not much progress 
can be realized in such an atmosphere. 

(3) Because of divisions which it creates 
--14:2a "And all the children of Israel murmured 

against Moses and against Aaron." 
Caleb said "We are well able to overcome 

it" -- the others said "We are not." Each 
had a following, division came and God's 
kingdom bogged down in dissention. 

Defeats God's Man 
-13:30 14:24 
(1) Because it out-numbers him 

The majority was mustered against him 
but God can handle any problem -- in time! 

(2 ) Because of the perversion of facts 
: You can defeat the finest man God has even 

when the facts are on his side, if you 
and twist the facts. 

(3) But only temporarily 
--14:24 
--Josh. 14:12 (Caleb, 40 years later, asked Joshua 

to let him lead his force against Mt. Hebron, 
he did and was successful .) 



26:19 (Pau he grasp of this 

1. 

experience -- it remained a compelling force within 
him for the rest of his life.) 

--Phil. 3:8a "Yea doubtless, I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ· 
Jesus my Lord. 

(1) Because of what Christ has already done 
--Rom. we were yet sinners, Christ died 

for us. 11 

Paul could never forget the nail prints he 
saw in the hands of the Saviour that day, etc. 

(2) Because of how little we have done 
• Christ died that men rua have salvation 

What have we done to take this salvation to 
others? 

Baptism ratio 1 every S.B.C. members 
1 foreign missionary to every 6,667 S.B.C. 

members. 
(3) Because of the needs around us 

--Jesus said, "Lift up your eyes look on the 
fields." -- see the need in those right 
around you." 

;-John said Rev. 20: 12 "And I the dead, small 
· and great, stand before God ••• and the dead were 

judged out of those things which were written 
in the books ••• 

Socrates said: "Know. thyself." Marcus of 
Arelius said: "Control thyself • 11 But Jesus 
said: "Deni thyself." That is one thing in 
this land of plenty that we have never learned 
to do. (--Religious Herald) 

2. s o Witness 
--I Cor. 9:16b "Woe is me,if I preach not the gospel!" 

1) Because of the joy within us 
Mac. P.410 The Last Days of Pompeii -

Glaucus & Olynthus. Glaucus falsely accused 
of murder condemned to fight lion in arena. 
Olynthus in darkness of dungeon, only a 
Christian yesterday. 

Because of the rewards which may come 
--Prov. 11:30 "The fruit of the righteous is a tree 

of life; and he that winneth souls is wise." 
--I · · Brings joy into 4 worlds: (1) Sinners 

2) His family (3) Yours (4) Heaven 



(3) Because of the punishment which can come 
--"Woe is me" -- denotes punishment f rom God for 

failure. 
--Ezekiel 33:6 tells us that if we fail to witness 

that God will hold us accountable. 
3. s to Lead Out 

Paul was not afraid of leading out. He was 
the 1st foreign missionary. 

(1) By going a little farther in our personal spiritua: 
lives 

--Matt. 26:39 "And he went a little farther, & fell 
on his face, & prayed, saying, 0 My Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless not as I will but as thou wilt." 

(2) By working a little harder in our place of 
- :, l 

Leaders are never average workers 
By pioneering in God's Kingdom 

-- · • Paul's Macedonian call. 1st foreign 
missionary; 1st to go to the Gentiles; 
1st to dare to take gospel to Caesar's house, 
etc. 

Con.: OF FRANCE, AT THE TIME OF THE &°&P WHICH 
MADE HIM EMPEROR, HAD NEARLY EVERY DRUM IN PARIS 
PUNCTURED. SO 00 ALARM! _...*6!,j_...wiiW,li,._~ T 

MAY NOT WITH PUNCTURED DRUMS! IT IS 
AWAKE FROM SLEEP AND GAIN A NEW 

-/ C.rt.-,P,. 

·' 



Dr. von was space 
before Congress and this illustration: 
A lowly a butterfly 

aloft and muttered, "You' 11 never get up in that 

von Braun went on to that should not 
resist the unknown, but should move ahead to greater achieve
ments. 

Manv people are much like the caterpillar of 
Dr. von Braun's story. They God's plan 
for their life and refuse to be made into a new creation by 
the power of Christ. Theirs is a of vision. 
Because they cannot see beyond the moment, the year ahead 
holds little promise. (Hefley, 299) 

Wal.es will never the hideous black of coal 
heaps that a school filled wi th 254 children in 

Aberfan. The terrible slide occurred on a Friday and rescuers 
on i nto Sunday in a fe vered s earch for children. Occa• 

s ionally they found chi l dren survi ved :i n pockets of ai 
but more oft en t hey dead . will not 
stop us . 11 one worker decl ared. shal 1 unt 1 l we drop. " 

local pastor with the 
clock t g was if he be i n his church 
when time for the Sundav service a rrived. He shook 
his head and said. 1 will ith mv hands 
and my (Hefley , p . 309 ) 
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