
.... _ 
TEXT ____________ 

TH_E_E_N_EMY O_F_T_H_E_HO_M_E_" _ 

SCRIPTURE READING----------------

DELIVERIES: Date Hour Place 
F.B.C. 6-8-88 Wed . p.m. San Angelo , TX 

BIBLIOGRAPHY------------

(XXX+++) 

'Z:J IN 
E.F. 

CLASSIFICATION: 

--EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 
--TEXTUAL 
--TOPICAL 
--- DEVOTIONAL 

Results and Comments: 



I 

A Ministry of Dr. Brian L. 
11 Oak Tree Circle, North Little AR 

Vol. 3, No. 4 1 April, 1987 

ALCOHOL: THE ENEMY OF THE HOME 
Proverbs 23:29-35 

(Fourth in Series of Sermon s on the Family) 

Several years ago, the 
following letter appeared in an 

" column in the 
newspaper : 

"Dear Ann Landers: I read 
recent received 
over half a letters . 
I'll bet this will b e the 
strangest letter of all . I 
the happiest woman i the world. 

husband died last month. He 
finally himself to death. 
The children no longer -look at me 
wit h sad eyes and is 
the matter with Daddy that makes 
h im so mean?' I no longer have 
to l ock myself the little 
ones in the bedroom to protect us 
against their f ather's brutality 

physical v iolence. 
"Can imagine it 

does to a 12-year-old boy to have 
to help undress a father who has 
p assed out and drag him on to 
bed? 

have supported the 
f ami ly. much easier it 
be now with no liquor bills, jail 
f i nes , attorney's fees! On 
Thanksgiving, I have 
something to be for." 
The letter was signed, "Free at 
las t! " 

Ann Landers responded, 

"Dear Free: I would be hard 
pressed to select the strangest 
l ett er I've ever received, but 
yours surely one of the most 
heartbreaking. Bow when a 
f ather dies that there should be 
r ejoicing!" 

• • 

The experience of that 
letter stands in stark contrast 
to e amorous pc ure 
television which urge 
us to for all the we 
can get" and encourage us to look 
forward to that moment in the 
when i t finally" ime." 

The more I the 
more convinced I alcohol 
is not lovely lubricant to 
luxuri ous living but the enellll!.....Of 
th f.anlily and everything that it 
stands for. 

alcoholic parents. 

troubled by liquor-related 
Twenty rcent of our 

class 
month. 
thous 

to 
least once 

alcoholics . 
Americans 
obvious that 

in 
alcohol. 

the 
stand on the questi on of 
has often been caricatured and 
the teaching on t he 
subject of drinking has often 
been distorted. 

is wrong with drinking? 
ene~ of the 

f amily? And what Bible 
say t? I 

t o look with me at our text which 
clearly and concisely describes 
the problem of drinking. 



COMPULSION 

Consider first of 
compulsion for drinking. 
peo 

all the 

--

Some people drink because of 
In a recent 

Gal l up Poll, drinkers were asked 
they drink. Over them 

said they order to be 
s ociable . 

Peer pressure is one of the 
s trongest forces in America 
t oday. Our people 
about it, but so do we adults. 
The t o be accepted and 
l i ked often mot va e do 
whatever the crowd is 

There ople in 
our church drink, not because 
they like to or even because they 
want to, but because the crowd 

are running with drinks and 
they don't av enou h courage to 
be different. 

There 
church who 
the really 
t he crowd they are is 
drinking and they don't have 
enough courage to act out of 
commitment rather than out of 
convenience. 

Peer sure and the 
go along with the crowd ... that 

for 

Some people because of 
sensual reasons. This is the 

/ idea refers 
to in verse 31 of our "Do 
not look on t he wine, " he 

n it s 
i - down 

He implies that 
because alcohol is pleasing to 
the eyes to the taste, 
people are motivated to drink it. 
That is, their motivation is to 
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please the senses, to do wh at 
makes feel 

people drink because 
they do not have a commitment 
stronger than their 
Sensual satisfaction and not 
spiritual sensitivity is the 
primary in their 
lives. They do whatever 
them feel good. 

Some people drink because of 
h In the Gallup 

re er o earlier, 
said drank because 

hem and gave ..... 
from the pressures of 

their lives . For these people, 
drinking an escape mechanism. 
It is a crutch use o P 
them through the difficult 
of living. 

The compulsion 
the same now as 
been. People drink 

/ the pressure of their 

to drink 

because of 
for 

the 
and in 

roble 

CONSEQUENCES 

Let's take it a step further 
and consider the consequences of 
drinking. ~ "",K~~ ~ of 

describes the consequences 
drinking our text. 

First, the Bible 
drinking 
verse 29, the says 
one who lingers long over is 
one who has · h ut 
cause" and "redness of 

There are .escapable 
physical consequences of 
drinking. All of us are familiar 

the effect of alcohol on the 
liver. we don't realize is 
that drinking bas other physical 
effects. It often has a toxic 
effect on the heart It 



the e»a,s . It affects the c e lls 
in In fact, the 
s tudies of one noted doctor 
indicate that drinking a f f ects 
every organ system of the body 
except the kidneys. Physical 
impairment is consequence of 
drinking. 

Second, the Bible that 
~ rinking causes ete c. 

· Verse 33 of our declares 
that, as a result drinking, 
"Your will see strange 
things and your mind will utter 
perverse things." 

is filled 
humorous lore about the results 
of drinking on a man's mind. In 

life, the stories are not 
Apart from the 

damage to brain cells, drinking 
causes e to brain 
function and prevents us from 
rationally dealing with the 
issues life . 

Third, the Bible that 
drinking causes 
Verse states you 
drink, "You will be like one who 

¾' lies in the middle of the 
or like one lies down on 

the top of a mast. Drinking 
confuses minds and creates an 

attitude that 
leads to irresponsibility. 

st u are familiar 
the of 

a 
Russians when he was trying 
conquer the world. was 
reason for this defeat? 
traditional answer is that the 
French soldiers coul not handle 
the frigid Russian winter 
weather. Recently h i storians 
have come up with another answer. 
It was not the brutal winter that 
licked Napoleon, but army-issue 
booze. The liquor made the 
soldiers complacent at first. It 
clouded their thinking, and 
eventual ly led to 

that made them 
defenseless against the Russians. 

Fourth, the Bible that 
drinking causes · 
The Bible pictures a man in verse 
35 is beaten and bed wh i l e 
he drunk. Not only did he 
not remember what· happened, but 
as soon as he came to, his only 
concern was to get something e 
to drink. Here a man who had 
become so insensitive to life 
that all he could about is 
another drink. 

Fifth, the Bible tha 
drinking In 
verse 29, the question 

has contentions? has 
And the is, 

"Those who linge r long over 
wine." Drinking does not cause 
passivity often as it creates 

Bollis calls 
alcohol •• a lubricant for 
violence . " t he 
murders, ides, and auto 

in America are 
committed people under the 

of alcohol. Drinking 
not cause these deaths, but 

it evokes the impairment, 
incompetence, irresponsibility 
and ti vi leads to 
it. , f 

Finally , thernible that 
drinking causes · 
Verse 32 gives a clear picture of 
the finished product of the 
brewer's art, the l ast, it 
bites like a 
like a viper." 

Those who all the 
gusto they can get" in the bottl 
eventual! discover that e ~ 
ife t e wante o experience 

has slipped away from them. 
Listen to this poignant 
expression of the ultimate result 
of drinking: 

"We drank for happine ss and 
became unhappy. We drank for joy 



and became miserable . We drank 
for sociability and became 

We drank for 
sophistication became 
obnoxious. drank for 
friendship and made enemies. We 
drank for sleep and awakened 
without rest. We drank for 
strength and felt weak. We drank 
medicinally and acquired health 
problems. We for 
relaxation and got the shakes. 
.We drank for bravery and became 
afraid . We drank for confidence 
and became doubtful. We drank to 
make conversation easier and 
slurred our speech. We drank to 
feel heavenly and ended up 
f eeling like hell. We drank to 
forget and were forever haunted. 

for freedom and became 
slaves. We to 
problems and them multiply. 
We drank to cope with life and 

That has been the experience 
of men and women in every 
generation who, tempted by the 
sparkle and smoothness of 
alcohol, pressured by the crowd 
with which they associated, and 
desirous of relief from their 
personal problems. have chosen to 
drink. 
of drinking is not acceptance but 

goo eelin but 
numbness , not re . but regret. 

CONCLUSIONS 

What conclusions can 
reach then concerning the problem 
of drinking? What should 
we in dealing the 
matt er? 

The first step is 
I consideration. Before you make 

the decision to drink or not to 
drink, carefully consider the 
matter. To those who 
beligerantly ask, "Why can't I 
drink?" Let me suggest another 
question, should I drink?" 
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ental, and social consequences 
of drinking. onsider the 
disastrous effect drinking 
had on the Consider the 
fol o al t to 
determine moral standards. 
Consider the long 
destruction and compare that with 
the short term benefit. 

Don't take my it. 
Carefully consider the a tter 
yourself in all of 
ramifications. 

The second step is 
Having determined 

ing not something 
you need to be involved in, 
it a matter of commitment. a 

an, m e ·tment to 
exclude drinking from your life. 

Gr the Bibl not, 
in 
ot dri nk." 

that our " of 
God" and e care 
of it. The Bible says that 
because of our love for other 
people, not tCLdt:> 
to them harm. The Bible 
says that as a Christian we are r 71/ 

to led by 
other than Himself. 
Drinking strikes out on all three 
of those biblical principles: 
the principle of stewardship, the 
principle of love, and the 
principle of control. 

Not a strict prohibition but 
the desire for physical health, 
Christian influence, and 
spiritual sensitivity should be 
the basis for our commitment at 
this point. 

The third step our 

of drinking, 
having committ-ed ourselves on 
this matter, be coura eous enough 
in given situation to at on 
that commitment , rather than on 
the basis of our peers, passions, 
or pressures. 




