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Scripture: I / 

PSYCHOLOGISTS TELL us THAT BEING BORN INTO 
HE WORLD IS A TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE THAT LEAVES ITS 

MARK UPON US ALL OUR DAYS. THE NEWBORN BABY IS 
SUDDENLY IMPELLED FROM A SECURE INTO 
A NOISY, WORLD. BEFORE , ONE'S EVERY 
NEED IS SATISFIED WITHOUT EFFORT OR ·REQUEST. 

, BIRTH , THE CHILD IS IMMEDIATELY EXPOSED TO HUNGER 
1 AND NOISE. HE IS SENSITIVE TO COLD AND HEAT. 

HE IS PICKED UP BY HIS HEELS AND UNCEREMONIOUSLY 
SPANKED. HE SCREAMS IN OUTRAGED FRUSTRATION AND 
PAIN. HE IS SCRUBBED AND OILED , AND THEN LEFT TO 
HIMSELF. SOON , A NURSE TAKES HIM TO HIS MOTHER. 
FOR THE FIRST TIME E EXPERIENCES LOVE AND JOY, AS SHE 
CUDDLES HIM IN HER ARMS. ANGER, FRUSTRATION AND 
FEAR GIVE WAY TO HAPPINESS, PEACE AND CONTENTMENT. 
UNTIL LOVE STEPPED IN , A CHILD WAS STARTING LIFE BY 
HATING THE WORLD AND WAS DESTINED TO END LIFE HAT.::. 
ING HIMSELF. 

A TOMBSTONE IN CHATTANOOGA HAS THE BITTER INSCRIP.::. 
TION, CAME INTO THIS WORLD WITHOUT MY KNOWLEDGE 
I LEAVE CONSENT. 11 

ILL US : Theodor Reik tells of a young I in a public 
orphanage. It seemed that nothin did was right. It 
appeared that her behavior was calculated to annoy the teach
ers, the supervisors, and the other children. 

One day her roommate the matron that she had 
seen Ruth place notes in the branches of a tree in the yard. 
Gleefully, the matron headed for the tree, seeing a chance 
to get rid of a troublesome charge. 

Triumphantly she pulled a note from branches eager
ly read it. Without a , she dropped her head and slowly 
passed the note to her assistant. Glancing at it, she read , 
"To whoever finds this, I love you. 11 

We cannot really live without love. God k ew this when 
e stablished the in4 tution needs to love 

order to ex res s e need to be loved 
. . 

to fulfill . 



"?"Becoming a 
parent does not automatically ma e a woman a saint nor a 
man a hero. Parenthood brings out the best in some but it 
brings out the worst in others 

_ 

PARENTS MUST LEARN: 

I. TO RESPECT THEIR CHILDREN AS J-
(L.B.) "And now a word to ou parents ./1 Don 

·on -scolding and nagging your children, making 
them angry and resentful. Rather, bring them up with 
the loving discipline the Lord himself approves, with 
suggestions and godly advice. 11 

Possessive , selfish parents do not re spect 
their ch· dren as persons. They their lives. 
They nch heir initiative. They violate their 
pri vac . ey them of their self-reliance . They 

s truggles toward responsible independenc, 
TO SAY "NO" 

--:--Judges "In those days there was no king in Israe. 
but every man did that which ri his own eye ,. 

-- E: a re a ren · v of 
themselves for their children. The y pick up after 
them , defend them when they are wrong an 

bankrupt themselves to meet their every 
They do not inspire or guide the children into 

assuming their part in the chores of the home. Some 
waroeo Jet tberose)ves often with a martyr com
plex, becoming a drudge in the kitchen. They often 

thejr in .order to give all their time 
to the weary round of housekeeping duties. 
cease to study. to read, to improve themselves. 
world outgrows them , and their children are ashamed 
of 

III . TO LET C HIL BE CHILDREN 
--Matt. 2 0 :2 0-21 came to him the . 

Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping him, 
and desiring a certain thing of him. And he said unto 
her, What wilt thou? She sai th him, Grant that 
these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand 
and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 11 



: There are parents who a re mare caocemed a
bout their child's name being in the social register 
than in the Book push their 
children beyond their desires and 0ften beyond their 
abilities . 

the mother seeks to 
in of her child. Sbe projects the 

· · of her own childhood into the life of her 
offspring. she bad a s a she 
may rob her aiscipline of a normal amount 
of work. or she often lavishes the 
material luxuries of the affluent her child, 
even if she cannot afford them 
n in her outh, she is likely to push her 
child into society ./"_She will not allow· her daughter 
to be herself. ust be the ro · ected e o of her 
mother.--

are voices that clamor to rob our children 
of their childhood. your child to read at two" 
was the headline of a national woman's magazine. 
".Don 't waste our five year olds" was the plea of an 
ardent kindergarten supporter. 

Aren't we going to let our children grow up? We 
dress them like grownups. We push them toward 
adolescence before they are and toward adulthood 
before they are half through their 

eojay cbildren Jet them enjoy their chi ld
-~hood? We are sacrificing our children on the 

a are to 

s 



become staie and dull 
a re frustrated as they seek for newer and 
a cquisitions, and is there but marri age 
have early dating, too muc:11 
dating, too steady dating, too indiscrimate dating .I 
Then we wonder why our children are so confused 

unstable. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMITMENT IN THE FAMILY 
--Gen. 2:24 "Therefore shall a man leave his father 

and his mother, and . shall cleave unto his wife: !-_n~ , 
they shall be one flesh . 11 

:Many are denying and decrying the need for 
commitment. They commit ment 



totally out of place in any marriage arrangement. 
In fact, do need to consider marriage at 
all. They are s aying commjtment only le ads ta 
problems and denies 

needs to be said : "Marrjaqe and family are 
impossible without commit ment." There is no way 

that every person who get s marrie d . 
will be ecstatically happy twenty- four hours a day. 

Ho)!ywood 
has deluded and disillusioned a whole nation. As a 
cesp)t Hollywood has now turned in its pessimistic 
disillusionment to say there is no good in anything. 

it all and escape . " man tapght 
• to be ready to if any difficulty develops. In 

view of mu.s t learn again the meaning of 
commitmen!,-'ff must teach young what 
it means for one to commit himself to another 
person, in love , and to help that person and himself 
grow together toward God . 

is involved the words of Genesis 
: which Jesus quotes when He says, "For this reason 

a ma n shall leave his father and mother and be 
. joined to his wife and the two shall become one." 

t. ,::,, ideal of commitment. 
V. THE NEED OF INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

10:25a "Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together." 

OTE: You need a survival kit for marriage in the 
jungl e of Ame,cican society. must include 
instructions on how to get into and be a part of a 

Christian fellowship . The needs to 

breathe the air of spiritual worship every week if it 
i s to be strong. 

would make time for church participation 
as they do for other things, the church could be far 
more effective for families . a 
lone will not do it. church attendance 
will not do it. attitudes toward the church 
will not 1Blaminq the church for every failure 
will not Only wholesome , positive participa 

in the life of the Christian fellows hip will allow 
. your family to breathe the atmosphere of the church. 

VI. THE NECESSITY OF CHRIST IN EACH LIFE 
/ --Col. 1.:27b "Christ in you, the hope of 

Every member of the family must have the 
presence of Christ flowing through his life. Then 
the C reator of the family becomes also the Keeper 
of the family . 

Every day that a family lives together it needs 
presence of It needs the presence of Christ 
in forgivene s s -- to learn how to forgive . It needs t 
the presence of Christ i n communication - - to share 
meaningfully with each other. It needs the presence 
of Christ in acceptance teaches us how to 
accept other people by being accepted ourselves. 
It needs the presence of Christ in love -- we experi
ence His love and then we learn how to love, not 
selfishly but self-givingly. It needs the presence 
of Christ in trust - - a trust that builds the life of 

: 

CONCLUSION: In a day when we are apt to push o ur chil
dren too one place where many parents are too 

with their children is in their spiritual development. 
Jesus said to adults , "Except ye .. . become as little 
children , ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven" 



(Matthew 18:3) many of us have changed that state
ment to the words, "Except ye children become as adults, 
ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. " How agoni zing 
is the experience of a bri ght and eager child,· touched by 
the Spirit of God and feeling His command to declare Him 
publicly as Saviour and Lord, to have parents, often 
spiritually indifferent and cold themselves, to say "You 
are too young. You do not understand enough." 

The plan of God's salvation is so clear and simple and 
compelling , that a child can easily understand. Jesus said, 
"Suffer the little children to come unto me." God grant that 
we may not forbid them, for of such is of 

· , 

Pa ts have lot to learn 
Abou their task, so dear, 

But in Word o f God they find 
plain 

. 
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Remember, We're Raising 
Children, Not 

David, my next-door neighbor, has two young 
ages five and seven. One day he was teaching 
seven-year-old son Kelly how to push the 
powered lawn mower around the yard. As he 
teaching him how to tum the mower around at 
end of the lawn, his wife, Jan, called to him to 
question. As David turned to answer the question 
Kelly pushed the lawn mower right through 
flower bed at the edge of the lawn-leaving a two 
foot wide path leveled to the ground! 

When David turned back around and saw what hac 
happened, he began to lose control. David had put 
lot of time and effort into making those flower 
the envy of the neighborhood. As he began to raise hi: 
voice to his son, Jan walked quickly over to him, pu 
her hand on his shoulder and said, "David, pleas 

. . e raisin children, not flowers!" 



THE LITTLE CHAP FOLLOWS ME 

A careful man I ought to be, 
A little fellow follows me. 
I do not care to go astray 
For fear he'll go the self-same way 

I cannot once escape his eyes, 
Whate'er he sees me do he tries. 
Like me he says he's going to be-
That little chap who follows me. 

He thinks that I am good and fine, 
Believes in every word of mine; 
The base in me he must not see-

little who follows me. 

I must remember as I go 
Through summer sun winter snow, 
I'm building for the years to be-

little chap follows me. 
I\ -
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Parents Have a Lot to Learn 
Psalm 119:73 

Sardis Baptist Church - May 6, 2012 

Parents Must Learn: 

I. To respect their children as persons Ephesians 6:4 
> Possessive parents dominate their children's lives, quench 
their initiative, violate their privacy, rob them of their self
reliance, and resist their struggles toward independence. 

II. To say "NO" Judges 17:6 
> There are parents who make slaves of themselves. They 
pick up after them, defend them when they are 
wrong, and practically bankrupt themselves for them. 

III. To let children be children Matthew 20:20-21 
> There are parents who are more concerned about their child's 
name being in the social register than in the Lamb's Book of 
Life. Why don't we enjoy our children and let them enjoy their 
childhood? 

IV. The importance of commitment in the family Genesis 2:24 
> Many are denying the need for commitment . They are 
saying it only denies "freedom." 

V. The need of involvement in the church Hebrews 10:25 
> The family needs to breath the air of spiritual worship 

VI. The necessity of Christ in each life Colossians 1 :27b 
> Then the Creator of the family becomes the Keeper of the 
family. 

Parents have a lot to learn about their task so dear, 
But in the Word of God they find instructions plain and clear. 



BABY 
PARENT COMMITMENT SERVICE 

CHARGE TO PARENTS: 

Covenant 

Minister: 

Recognizing the vast responsibility of parenthood and your 
dependence upon God for strength and wisdom to 
discharge your duties as parents, do you faithfully discharge 
your duties as parents, do you now present yourself before God. in 
solemn dedication'! 

Wedo. 

As a parent, do you covenant together with God to bring up your 
child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and to assist your 
child in growing, as did Jesus, wisdom and stature and in 

with God and man? 

Because you desire for your child a knowledge of the Scripture 
and loving, obedient attitude toward God and his Son, Jesus 
Christ. do you promise to use your home and the organizations 
of the church to accomplish this 

Wedo. 

Realizing your weakness and human frailties, do you desire to 
yrnll" lives that you live exemplary 

lives'! 

Wedo. 

TO CONGREGATION 

Covenant 

Recognizing the responsibility that you have as a congregation 
toward these children, do you agree to deal with them lovingly 
and tenderly. seeking to ,manifest the Christian spirit toward 
them 

Congregation: We do. 

Minister: Do you promise to provide religious 'instruction to them at this 
church, giving of your time, talents, and money to make this 
possible, so long as you are a part of this congregation? 

Congregation: We do. 

Do you to encourage these parents as they seek to do 
what they have already promised in rearing these children? 



Column: Wedding days are losing their USATODAY.com http:/ /www.usatoday.com/nev 

(and joy, of course) of raising children, but it's also a clear matter of economics - no 

small matter in creating a healthy family atmosphere. According to a recent Census report, 

40% of single-parent households were under the io o, compared 

with just 10% of married family households. 
> 

The importance of marriage to children - in terms of emotional and economic security -

is something that can be affirmed by conservatives and liberals alike. 

Even with a 50-year drop in marriage rates, two-thirds of Americans are upbeat about the 

future of marriage and family, according to the Pew Research Center, and 46% of 

unmarried Americans say they want to get married. Even gays and lesbians want to enter 

this deeply conservative tradition, as the marriage equality movement makes inroads 

state by state. 

The promise of marriage remains strong, and I believe we can strengthen this institution -

and that of the family - by remembering that "I do" is only the beginning of the journey, not 

the end. 

Henry G. Brinton is pastor of Fairfax Presbyterian Church in and author of 

Balancing Acts: Obligation, Liberation, and Contemporary Christian Conflicts. 
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By Sam Ward, USA TODAY 
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These are the changes that matter, rather than the 
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dropping number of marriages and changing face of 

officiants will shape the lives of American couples - and 

their children - for decades to come. These shifts merit 

some thought as we wrap up this year's wedding season, 

which runs May through October and typically covers 

70% of all ceremonies. 
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consequence, think again. This shift ultimately will harm 

kids because children in married family households are 

far less likely to live in poverty than those in single-parent 

households. 

There myriad reasons for the disinte_gration of 

touch from governmental poficy to Who ties your knot 
morality to our basic social 

constructs. It affects people recent survey by TheKnot com and 
great faith - or no faith at au. This series of · 

_columns- _launched revealed almost one in three 
national of website users who mamed last year ~ a 

family or to officiate at their ceremony. 

many Americans are not currently part of a 

religious congregation, it's not surprising that acquaintances are tilling in the gaps. This 

certainty fits my experience over 25 years in the ministry. 

When I started out in the mid-1980s, I performed seven or eight weddings a year. Now I'm 

doing five or six. And while I'm not upset about the additional free Saturdays, I do worry 

that something important is lost when couples either forgo the formal ceremony or have a 
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