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3R' 
SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 18:22 

INTRO: "LOVE rs FREINDSHIP SET TO MUSIC." I LIKE 
THAT, DON'T YOU? IN A MARRIAGE, HOWEVER, 
THE ORCHESTRATION StJl!E.TIMES TURNS SOUR MAKING THE 
MELODY THIN AND STRAINED. THE HARMONY DISAPPEARS 
AND IS DISCORD. 

THIS "' WAS TRUE OF THE ANGRY WIFE WHO SAID TO 
HER HENPECKED HUSBAND, "HARRY, ARE ALL MEN FOOLS?" 
MEEKLY, HE REPLIED, "NO MY DEAR, SOME ARE STILL 
BACHELORS." NOT MUCH MUSIC IN THAT MARRIAGE! IN 

I WOULD SAY THAT VERY LITTLE FRIENDSHIP EXISTS 
BETWEEN THEM. LIKE MUSICIANS WHO MUST SPEND YEARS 
STUDYING AND PRACTICING, MARRIAGE PARTNERS MUST 
EXERT A GREAT DEAL OF EFFORT TO MAKE THEIR RELATION
SHIP A SYMPHONY OF LOVE. 

EACH MEMBER OF THE FAMILY MUST 
LEARN TO MASTER THE "3R's" OF SUCCESSFUL FAMILY 

SUPPOSE THE DECIDED TO PUT RESTRIC
TIONS ON OWNING A VEHICLE, AND EACH FAMILY WAS 
ALLOWED TO PURCHASE ONLY ONE. YOU COULDN'T RE
PLACE IT OR SELL YOURS AND BUY ANOTHER--THAT WAS 
THE Sm!iX,,J;.A~0j"O{J. OWN . DO YOU TH INK 
YOU I~TATN' 'T"li.Rf CAlf ANY DIFFERENTLY THAN 
YOU CARE FOR THE ONE YOU PRESENTLY OWN? 

IF YOU REALIZE THAT YOUR MARRIAGE IS A PER
MANENT, ONCE-AND-FOR-ALL, INDISSOLUBLE RELATION
SHIP THAT CANNOT BE BROKEN OR REPLACED, WOULD 
THAT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE TO YOU? WHEN WE BECOME 

THAT MARRIAGE IS A LIFETIME ARRANGE
MENT, WE WILL CHERISH THAT RELATIONSHIP LIKE A 

PRIZED POSSt~ftLON, MAKING SURE IT 
IS CONSTANTLY IN TUNE VVJ1T~V'7A--J..tfJ£.P 

(pgs. 83-84 Learning 
to Live with the People You Love) 

Let's look at three parts that must be 
kept in working order if a 
I ,· is to be realized. 3 El- I''\\ 1-1 /e 
I. RELIGION 

--1 1:5 KJV "When I call to remem
brance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, 
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother Eunice; 
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I am persuaded that in thee also." 
--NOTE: Paul reminds Timothy of his family 

tradition. His was a rich heritage. Reli
gion was no stranger in the home of Timothy. 
From the time he was a small child he had 
been taught the truths of Christ by his 
grandmother, Lois and his mother, Eunice. 
Timothy, with all of his youthful promise 
was the product of a successful family life. 

But what does religion involve that 
makes for successful family life? 
1. Salvation 

--To the penitent jailer Paul and Silas 
said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved and thy house." 

--NOTE: This includes parents and childre1 
alike. Something is lacking in a family 
it is incomplete, until every member is 
a Christian. Every family, in order to 
reach its highest pinnacle of success 
must have a Christian mother and a Chris · 
tian father. Christian sons and Chris
tian daughters. 

--ILLUS: Jimmie Bob Key - JRM and Carroll 
Gates. His mother, Tina, his father, 
Lloyd, his grandmother, Maude and his 
great uncle, Jim. 

--APPLY: What about you? Are you a Chris · 
tian? Have you set the example by ac
cepting Christ as your Saviour? .... 

2. Education 
j I>. --Proverbs 1: 8 9 KJV son, hear the 

instruction of thy father, and forsake 
not the law of th they 

an ornament of grace unto thy 
chains about thy neck." 

~ --Deut. 6:6-7 KJV these words, which 
/ I command thee this shall be in 

thine heart: thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up." 

--NOTE: Deuteronomy 6 the people 
to learn about God within the family set · 1ng. _2 _ 
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arents are primarily responsible 
or the spiritual welfare of the 

fami ly . , "Thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy chil 
dren." 

our family we've found that 
style or method ought to vary 

according to the age of the children, 
schedule, and location. Generally 
we have discovered that a routine 
at breakfast works well for us. Ea c h 
member of our family woul d rea the 
Bible and anot her would pray. 

Then we might take a moment and 
discuss how we might apply the Bible 
passage that very day to our own 
lives. 

--APPLY: Home i s where religious 
training take place. It can 
not be left for the church to do 
and certainly not for the school. 
And it must begin early--very early. 
i.e. Our children and the Bible a t 
breakfast. 

3 . Demonstration 
- - 4: 12b "Be EXAMPLE 

of the believer in word, in conver
sation (in how you in charity , 
in spirit, in faith and in purity." 

--APPLY: Word . .. How you live ... Char i ty .. 
11 Spirit . .. Faith . .. Purity 

j' bV~ 
· '' 
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--NOTE: A LITTLE FELLOW FOLLOWS ME 

II. RELATIONS 

A careful man I ought to be, 
A little fellow follows me, 
I do not dare to go astray 
For fear he'll go the selfsame way. 

Not once can I escape his eyes; 
Whate'er he sees me do he tries. 
Like me says he's going to be 
That little chap who follows me. 

He thinks that lam good and fine; 
Believes in every word of mine. 
The base in me he must not see 
That little chap who follows me. 

I must remember as I go, 
Thro' summer sun and winter snow, 
I'm building for the years to be 
That little chap who follows me. 
(Bryant, pg. 379) 

--I John 3:14-16 KJV know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren. He that loveth not his brother 
abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer: and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 

perceive we the love of God, be-
-cause he laid down his life for us: and 
we ought to lay down our liy es for the breth
ren." 

--1. With Family Members 
--I Timothy 5:8 KJV if any provide 

not for his own, and specially for those 
of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel." 

--NOTE: Paul is saying, "Family relations 
come before all other human relations." 
(1) Children to Parents 

--NOTE: When the apostle Paul 
about the relationship and responsi
bilities of children and parents, he 
speaks first to the children: 

? ldren, obey your parents in the 
for right. 'Honor your 
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,. f d h I • • th f. at er an mot er e 1rst 
commandment with a promise--that 
it may go well with you and that 
you may enj·oy long life on the 
earth'" 6:1,NIV). 

duty of a child is 
to HIS PARENTS. The natu-
rally rebellious nature of child
ren, however, struggles against 
being submissive and obedient to 
their parents. When children are 
left to do "what comes naturally," 
chaos results. Mothers and fath
ers have been provided by God to 
protect, train, and rear their 
children in the Lord. Parents, 
therefore, are to be obeyed be
cause it is best for all con
cerned. It is the children's 
responsibility to obey their par
ents and the parents' responsi
bility to see that they do. 

Second are also com-
manded to THEIR PARENTS. 
This means they should respect 
them and hold their parents in 
high esteem. Their tone of 
voice and attitude of heart 
should always be one of respect 
and honor. who are 
taught to behave this way will 
live a long, full life. But, 
the Bible sp.ys, "The eye that 
moc s a that scorns 
obedience to a mother, will be 
pecked out by the ravens of the 
valley" (ProYerbs 30:17, NIV). 
That's a very serious judgment 
against a child. 

A young man once had a 
great desire to become a sailor 
and see the world. He decided to 
become a midshipman, despite his 
mother's urging him not to. When 
the time came for him to leave, 
he packed his trunk and went down 
to the dock. His mother followed 
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him in tears. After he had put his 
trunk on the ship that would take 
him away from his mother for years, 
he turned to say goodbye to her. See
ing his mother with tears running 
down her face as she stood on the 
dock, he hesitated only for a moment 
before saying 'Stop! Put my trunk 
ashore. I will not sail awa and 
break my mothers heart. His mo
ther embraced him and said, "Son, God 

said He will honor the child wh~ 
honors his _arents. ' ' The of that 
would-be sailor was George Washington, 
and God certainly kept His promise. 

--NOTE : This command to honor our par
ents is unique from all others be
cause there may come a time when we 
will no longer be able to obey it. 
With sadness we may recall all the op
portunities to care for and onor our 
parents that we let slip by . One man 
said, "Oh, that I might appear in hea
ven for one hour before my parents 
and know that · I have been forgiven 
for all the grief and pain and an
guish that I them 
obedience. 

(2) Parents to Children 
6:4b "Bring them up in the nuture 

and admonition of the Lord." 
(Wm.) "You parents must ... continue 
to bring up with the sort of 
education and counsel the Lord ap
proves." 

(3) Husband and Wife 
--Ep. 5:25, 31, 33 KJV 25 11 Husbands, 

love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave imself 
for it; 31 For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and shall 
be joined unto his wife, and they two 
shall be one flesh. 33 Nevertheless 
let every one of you in particular 
so love his wife even as himself; and 
the wife she reverence her 
husband." 

--Read and 
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2. With Your Own Aging Parents 
23: 22 "Hearken unto thy 

father that begat thee, and de
spise not thy mother when she 
iS 

--NOTE: Age is seen as an indication 
of God's favor (Deut. ·40; 5:33) 
Old age is characterized by 

integrity (Prov. The 
Bible clearly teaches that the aged 
are treated with honor and 

GLev. 19: 

- --

The elderly are to be cared and pro
vided for (I Tim. 5:4,8). even -religious devotion is to stand in 
the way of children's meeting the · 
needs of their parents (Matt. 15:1-9). 
(Pinson, pg. 114) 

Remember: By your own example 
you are teaching your children how 
to . treat I when you becomE;,. an _ 
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3. With Your Church 
--Galations 6:10 "Let us do good unto all 

men, especially unto them that are of 
the household of faith." 
(1) The People of Your Church 

--Romans 12:10 & 19 kindl y 
<lo,f fectiaoed one to another with 

preferring 
one another. beloved, 
avenge not yourselves ... for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay, saith the Lord." 

--NOTE : We can so easily become reli
gious schizophrenics (split person
alities) living in two isolated 
worlds. We can love Christ but 
hate certain Christians! We can 
claim loyalty to the church and at 
the same time loath its leaders. 

Children are incapable of such 
"spiritual schizophrenia." They 
think more consistently than this. 
They can't separate Christ from 
Christians and the church from its 
members. 

Thus when brought up by parents 
who constantly criticize the church 
or its leaders these children as 
adults are turned off of the chu ch. 
Their parents wonder why? .. £h...M 

--ILLUS: Friends (1) S; (2) L ... 
(2) The Program of Your Church 

--Hebrews 10:25 "Forsake not the 
assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of same is: but exhort 
("encourage") one another ... as you 
see the day approaching." 

--NOTE : Nothing is more discouraging + to your fellow church members, your Lchurch leaders and your own children 
than your absence from the services 
of your church. 

- - APPLY: Where you spend your t i me 
on the Lord's day when services are 
being held says a great deal t o your 
children concerning what is really 
important to you. 
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--WHAT YOUR PATTERN of attendance 
may be saying to your children. 
It may be saying, "Christ and His 
Church are only somewhat important. 
We'll acknowledge their importance 
only partially on Sunday--A . M. but 
not P.M." 

- -i.e. It is like telling your child
ren, "You really should attend 
school in the morning, but we'll 
make no real effort for you to at
tend in the afternoon. 

Parents, you lead by example! 
What is offered Sunday evenings 
and Wednesday evenings, you need 
and your children need! 

III . RELAXATION 
rk 6:31 "And He (Jesus) said unto them, 

Come ye yourselves apart into a desert 
place, a while: for there were 
many coming and going, and they had no 
leisure so much as to eat." KJV 

h Your Children 
--NOTE: Your children need to see and 

experience the fun side of your person
ality. 

Learn to relax 
with your children. 

--ILLUS: (1) Boat and skiing with 
children. (2) Dirt Bikes . .. Elizabeth 
and mud ... (3) One week vacation each 
August 

2. With Your Partner 
--ILLUS: Keep the love light burning. 

i.e. (1) Having a date after children 
in home ... (2) Going out of town alone .. 

--ILLUS: Our who cannot relax ... 
3. With Your Friends 

--ILLUS: Children love for their parents 
to have friends over. 

CON: You can have a successful family life. 
Remember the 3 R's--practice them. Reli 
gion, Relations, Relaxation. 
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Whatever stage of life you may find 
yourself in, you are welcome back to the 
Father's Home. 

During World War II in Australia a 
father and son had an argument. The 
father ordered the son to leave home. 
The boy left. The family suspected that 
he had volunteered for service in the army, 
perhaps under an assumed name. Shortly 
afterward, large bodies of troops were sent 
overseas to the European front, where many 
were captured or lost in action. Communi
ques spoke often of men "missing, presumed 
killed." The family thought the boy might 
have been in this category, but they were 
never sure. 

Each evening the mother continued a 
custom of the years. Whenever the children 
stayed out late she put the key to the 
front door under the mat just outside. As 
she put the key under the mat, she explained 
to a visitor, "We always did this whenever 
the children stayed out late. If he ever 
returns and looks under the mat he will see 
the key and know we want him back." 
(Drakeford, pgs. 125-126) 

God wants you to know he welcomes you. 
And when you come to Him He will enable 
you to succeed in whatever role you play 
in your family life. 
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First Baptist Church 

Sunday Morning Sermon Notes 
May 10, 1998 

THE OF SUCCESSFUL FAMILY LIV1NG 

Proverbs 18:22 'Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth 
favour of the Lord." 

When we become convinced that marriage is a lifetime 
arrangement, we will cherish that relationship like a 
prized possession, making sure it is constantly in tune. 

I. ____ 

1. Salvation 
-Acts 16:31 "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved 

And thy house." 
Famiiy, in order to reach its highest pinnacle of success must 

have a Christian mother and a Christian _____ , Christian 
sons and Christian ____ _ 

2. Education 
-Proverbs 1:8 "My son, hear the instruction of thy _____ , and 

forsake not the law of thy _____ " 
-Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
_____ are primarily responsible for the spiritual welfare of 
the family. 

3. Demonstration 
-I Timothy 4:12b (Williams) "Always set an EXAMPLE for believers, in 

speech, conduct (how you ____ ), love, faith, and purity. 

II. R ____ _ 
-I John 3:14 'We know that we have passed from death unto life, because 

we _ _ ___ the brethren." 



1. With Family Members -/ Timothy 5:8 
is saying, " relations come before all other human 

relations." 
( 1) Children to Parents 

-Ephesians 6:1 "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right. 'Honor your father and mother'." 
The first duty of a child is to _____ HIS PARENTS. 
Second, children are also commanded to THEIR 
PARENTS. 

(2) Parents to Children -Ephesians 6:4b 
(3) Husband and Wife -Ephesians 5:25, 31, 33 

2. With Your Own Aging Parents 
-Proverbs 23:22 "Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise 

not thy mother when she is old." 
is seen as an indication of ________ _ _ 

(Deut. 4:40; 5:33) 
By your own _____ you are teaching your 

children how to treat you, when you become an aging parent! 

3. With Your Church -Galatians 6: 10 
(1) The People of Your Church -Romans 12:10 & 19 
(2) The Program of Your Church -Hebrews 10:25 

you spend your time on the Lord's day when services are 
being held says a great deal to your children concerning what is 
really _____ to you. 

Ill. R ____ _ -Mark 6:31 

1. With Your Children 
children need to see and experience the _____ side of 

your personality. 

2. With Your Partner 
111•Keep the _____ light burning. 

3. With Your Friends 
r····························································································································~ 
l to know He ·welcomes when 
! you to He Wilt to . 1 
! whatever life, ··· I 
. . ...... . . . ... . . . ........... . :-.••. : .. ...•..•••• · •. • • ·· •• · ••.• :::::;: ·:.· . :·'.· :,·:··:·: . ·.·. : 



BABY 
PARENT COMMITMENT SERVICE 

CHARGE TO PARENTS: 

Covenant 

Minister: 

Recognizing the vast responsibility of parenthood and your 
dependence upon God for strength and wisdom to 
discharge your duties as parents, do you faithfully discharge 
your duties as parents, do you now present yourself before God in 
solemn dedication'? 

Wedo. 

As a parent, do you covenant together with God to bring up your 
child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and to assist your 
child in growing, as did Jesus, in wisdom and stature and in 

with God and man'! 

Wedo . 

Because you desire for your child a knowledge of the Scripture 
and loving, obedient attitude toward God and his Son, Jesus 
Christ. do you promise to use your home and the organizations 
of the church to accomplish this 

Wedo. 

Realizing your weakness and human frailties, do you desire to 
rccnnsecrale lives to that you may live exemplary 

Wedo. 

THE CONGREGATION 

Covenant 

Congregation: 

Minister: 

Minister: 

Recognizing the responsibility that you have as a congregation 
toward these children. do you agree to deal with them lovingly 
and tenderly, seeking to manifest the Christian spirit toward 
them always'! 

Wedo. 

Do you promise to provide religious 'instruction to them at this 
church, giving of your time, talents, and money to make this 
possible, so long as you are a part of this congregation? 

Wedo . 

Do you promise to encourage these parents as they seek to do 
what they have already promised in rearing these children? 

Wedo. 


