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THE ESSENCE OF THE 
Proverbs 15: 1-5 f>Uv 

(Third in of on the family) 

~.,..,,.~-oe!:w 
b ank around the turn of 
the century who made it 
practice to over the border 

raid a bank in Texas and then 
flee back into his native land. 
So serious was the pro lem that 
the Texas Rangers an 
entire rangers t o 
capture Rodriquez . 

_,,~o. ~.~i ~ Ra er 
Jorge slipping over the borer 
into Texas. He watched him as he 

ed a ank and then 
stealthily followed him back over 
into Mexico to his hometown. As 
Jorge relaxin in 
the Texas Ranger slipped in and 
got the drop on him. He put his 
b ig "45' ear and 

know who are, Jorge 
and I know what you 

have been doing. Unless you give 
me back all the money have 
taken from those Texas I 

going to blow your brains 
out. --~ ~~...,~~~---.:4.icd 
not know a word of English and 

two 
far 

About time, a little 

happening, spoke up, "I know both 
languages. I'll translate or 
you. ·· The translator then 
proceeded to put the Ranger's 
proposal into language that Jorge 
could understand. 

Jorge answered nervously, "Tell 
the big Texas Ranger that I want 
to live, haven't spent a 
cent of that If he will 
go to the well, face north, 
and count stones, 
there will be a loose one. Pull 
it out and behind it, he will 
find all the money I have taken. 
There millions of dollars 
there untouched." 

on 
key 

roblem in marriage i s 
commun cation." I found 
that be true in 
counseling experience. I have 
never counseled with any couple 
experiencing troubl e in their 
marriage whose trouble was not 
caused or compounded a lack of 
communication . 

It can be said that the 
of your marriage and 

of fami ly will 
determined by 

Communication is 



the ea e in 
healthy and happy 

an enhance 
in our ho es? 

any 

the 

Let,• begin with some 
presupposi t.ions 
communication. 

concerning 

The first presupposition is 
this: 
cemun1cate Some people refuse 

talk by their silence , 
that they are 

are 
communicating. their silence, 
they are communicating apathy or 
unconcern or hostility or 
disagree 

At a meetin 
Po an 
claimed that Russian 
ended a long t irade against the 
west to ~ ;.,w,!--W_ Premier 

. and demanded , 
right have to argue 

with never said a 
Mikoyan protested. Kruschev 
responded, but 

-
by what we 

by what we 
communicating. 

That' s 

The is 
that 

ne of 
ha she wanted him 

p ay a little attent on . e 
responded that h e paying 
l ittle attention he coul d 
That's what happe ns in the home. 
Words are s ounded a n d message s 

2 
, . -

are sent out, but no one listens 
To enhance communication in the 
home, one of our most urgent 
needs is t o learn how listen . 

Presupposition 
that 
Positive, 
communi cation 
ha en. e have to at 

·takes and 
most of the reason we do 

communicate any better than 
we is that a re not w l l ing 
to ut out the effort . 

message. 

Acknowledging those 
presuppositions , the 
sub ect a step and ask 
the question , then can we 

with each other 
er. What kind of will 

l ead to positive , productive 
communication in the home betwee n 

and between 

I 

parents children , between 
brothers and find 
attern in the Word of God . In 

contrasting the upright with the 
Solomon t ed 

First, in verse 1, the 
of Proverbs 

away wrath, but a harsh 
stirs up anger." 

turns 

an emotion 

relationship 
more anger 

any situation. 
Sometimes, are a little bit 
angry. At other times, our anger 

-4- ~ 
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reaches the degree of 
side 

f 
But t 

the 

e me, 
The 

writer Proverbs that 
or 

with h If we respond 
with st\r 
u the and further block 

h owever, 
and the communication 
agai n . 

Sec ond, verse the 
of Proverbs mentions 
" The tongue of the wise 
knowl edge acceptable, b ut 

wri ter 

of fools spout s f o lly. " 
The IV "The o f 

commend 

t ree of life , but perversion 
i t c r u s hes the spirit. " 
puts the c ontrast like .. 

he 

f eet " {Job 
tal k ing ab out 

ncouraging words . Nothing 
enhances communication 
i nspires a 
encourage ment. 

so 
and 
of 

small 
commwrit His ,, 

are 
~ . e 

are true 
Dishonesty anot h e r 

b a r r ier to c ommuni cat i on in t he 
home because communi cation 
based on t r ust and dishonesty 
undermine s t r ust . 

Then , i n vers e t he writer of 
Proverbs mentions 

"A soothi ng tongue is a 

mo the w~-....-=-- the 
a n d the fell 

on h is moth e r him . 
him n es at 

school, and a t times, h e go 
of f himself at recess because 

taunts o f his peers cut so 
de e p ly. Even worse his 
jaunts nto town his mother 
on afternoons. He c o u ld 
feel their e y e s liter ally 
piercing through him and he could 
i magine them asking , "Whos e child 
i s he? I f ather 
• 
l.S • 

When e s about 
preacher to the little 
churc in their c ommunit y and 
people b egan t o t alk about his 
powe r and his eloquenc e . 'fhis 
yo ung, illegitimate boy b egan to 

to church a n d int r igued 
thi s pas tor . But he 
woul d slip l a t e and ge t ou t 

becaus e he a fraid that 



' 
people would say, is a boy 
like y ou dolng in a place like 
this? " 

One _ _._ the 
benedict ion was pronounced 
quicker than he realized a n d h e 
f ound himself cau gh t with a lot 
of people crowding around the 
d oor and was unable to get out. 
As he there , scared 
t o death, he felt a hand on h is 
shoulder and t u rned around t o 
find the pastor l ooking at 
with his penetrating eyes. The 
pastor asked, are you 

boy he 
boy t to himself, no, 

go again!" Then a smile 
of recognition b roke across the 
preacher's face and he s a id, 
"Wait a minute. I know who 
are. 5 family 
rese mblance. You a son 
God! With that , the preac er 
patted him on the back and said, 

you ' ve got quite an 
o c 

for 
[/) 

ruth u words, ncouragin 
~; words, and then, in verse 5, the 

writer of Proverbs mentions 
fool rejects 

his father's discipline, but he 
who regards reproof is prudent." 

4 

that gentle, truthful, 
encouraging feedback is in the 

e 
have our bes·t interests at heart. 
he writer of Proverbs reminds us 

continuously of the val ue of 
learning how t take constructive 
criticism. 

Proverbs 13:l.8 , in The Living 
Bible , "If you refuse 
criticism, will end in 
proverty and disgrace; if 
accept criticism, you are on the 
road to fame." 

roverbs i n 
iving Bible , says, " If you 

profit from constructive 
cri·ticism, will be elected to 
the men ' s hall off e. But 
to reject criticism is to harm 
yourself and bes 
interests." 

@N.CLUf;ION 

again 

' #J11.M1J1 
.5µbJect: <r>')--

Calvin Coolidge made his 
announcement that he would not 
run for president, a persistent 
reporter cornered him and wanted 
to know why he did not to be 
President again. Coolidge 
responded, "Because there's no 
chance for advancement . " 

Not so in the life of the 
Christi an. The re is always room 
for in t h e Christian life. 



PARENT COMMITMENT SERVICE 
I SAMUEL 24-28 

CHARGE TO PARENTS: 

Covenant 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Recognizing the vast responsibility of parenthood and your 
dependence upon God for strength and wisdom to faithfully 
discharge your duties as parents, do you faithfully discharge 
your duties as parents, do you now present yourself before God in 
solemn dedication? 

Wedo. 

As a parent, do you covenant together with God to bring up your 
child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and to assist your 
child in growing, as did Jesus, in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and man? 

Wedo. 

Because you desire for your child a knowledge of the Scripture 
and a loving, obedient attitude toward God and his Son, Jesus 
Christ, do you promise to use your home and the organizations 
of the church to accomplish this end? 

Wedo. 

Realizing your weakness and human frailties, do you desire to 
reconsecrate your lives to Christ that you may live exemplary 
lives? 

Wedo. 

CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 

Covenant 

Minister: Recognizing the responsibility that you have as a congregation 
toward these children, do you agree to deal with them lovingly 
and tenderly, seeking to -manifest the Christian spirit toward 
them always? 

Congregation: We do. 

Minister: Do you promise to provide religious "instruction to at this 
church, giving of your time, talents, and money to make this 
possible, so long as you are a part of this congregation? 

Congregation: We do. 

Minister: Do you promise to encourage these parents as they seek to do 
what they have already promised in rearing these children? 

Congregation: We do. 


