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ANGELO'S NUMBE ONE PROBLEM 
:4 

an Angelo has its share of problems. you see 
the headlines of the San Angelo Standard Times 
this week? (show) "When.its Hot & Dry in Texas" 
1 in the bathroom! 
2. the ground 1s as as some preachers sermons! 
3. When the trees start whistling for the dogs! 

Williams 197 ecycling water 
"It always ains Just before then 

orth Lake Concho caught on fire 3 times 
eighbor's shrubs 
coholism rugs Child abuse 

Family fragmentatitm Disrespect a Sunday .. . 
But these "problems" are only symptoms of 
San Angelo's number one problem. 
We should address them, but if that is all we do 
it is like giving aspirin to reduce the fever of a 
deadlv virus. . . : 
SAN ANGELO'S NUMBER ONE PROBLEM IS THE PROBLEM OF 

11 SIN 11 • SOME WILL SCOFF AT THE DIAGNOSIS WHILE 
OTHERS WILL FEEL IT IS AN 11 0VERSIMPLIFICATION 11 , BUT 

14: CLASSIFIES SUCH IN THESE WORDS, "F.OOLS 
A AT SIN." 

IF SIN IS SAN ANGELO'S NUMBER ONE PROBLEM, OBVI
OUSLY IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE UNDERSTAND WHAT SIN 
IS. THE VAST MAJORITY OF PEOPLE IN OUR CITY DO NOT 
HAVE THE FOGGIEST IDEA WHAT SIN IS. AND THE AVERAGE 
C HURCH MEMBER COULD NOT GIVE A CLEARLY STATED 
DEFINITION OF SIN IF THEIR LIFE DEPENDED ON IT. SO 
BEFORE YOU DISCOUNT OUR PREMISE , FIRST 
UNDERSTAND WHAT IS REALLY MEANT BY THE WORD 11 SIN 11 • 

I. IS SIN? 
So much so 

There is no faithfulness, no kindness, no 
of God in your land. You sweal'. and ie and 

kill and steal and commit adultery. There is violence 



/ ere, with one murder after ano her. That why 
YQur land is not it is illed with sadness, 
and all living things sick and die; the animals, the 
birds, and even the fish ,begin Don't 
point your finger at someone else, and try to pass the 

lame to him! 
And we have our problems too. If you doubt this sit 

with T •• into homes ,and try to bring about fJ 
re con use parties involved are living 
in sin ... 
1. Sin 11 Missing the Mark 11 

--Exegesis: 11 Sin 11 in Greek is HAMARTIA. Target 
practice. Anything was II Hamartia II that was not 

, dead center on the bull's eye ... 
w And anything is 11 harmatia 11 , sin, in your 

life that is not in the dead center of the will of 
God -- words, deeds, motives,_ thoughts ... 

-- "Thus have they loved WANDER, 
they have not refrained their feet . 11 

2 . Sin Is Rebellion 
11They say unto God, 'Depart from us; for we de· 

sire not the knowledge of thy ways . " 
--APPLY: Sin is saying to God, 11 ! don't need you 

my life ... We don't need you in hgme ... 
' It is expressed more in what you do than what 

you say. 
--ILLUS: A family that never goes to never 

gives any attention to the of Parents 
who say to their children by their persisterbneglect 
of spiritual things, is not important in your 
life and his words mean nothing at all! 11 ••• 

in San Angelo every Sunday. 
11 "They rebelled against the words of 

God, and contemned the counsel of the most 
High. II 

--NOTE: In rebelling against God they become slaves 
to drink, immorality, lying, stealing, drugs, and 
peer pressure. 

n-c- i/.AI.-
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Sin Is Violating God's 
--NOTE: No suchthing·as God's laws. 

You may violate them and become a broken person, 
but you do not break God's laws - - they still 

ph. 2: 1 Speaks of · as having once been 
dead in trespasses and sins. 11 and 'l\ 

speaks of our need to forgive tres-, 
passes and to be forgiven our own trespasses. 

--NOTE: "Trespass" (Webster) "To exceed the bound~ 
of what is lawful, right or just; to sin. 11 

And what are those bounds for human be
havior? They are found in the Ten Commandments 
some of which shalt no other 
gods before me; Remember the sabbath day to 
keep it holy; Honor thy father and thy mother; 
Thou shalt not k 11; shalt not adulte y ; 
Thou shalt not steal; not bear false 
witness; Thou not 

--APPLY: What is the of these commandments
God' s Laws ? :tiqt to restrict, to but to 
guarantee peace, joy and a a nd 

-2. --

rewarding life. Picture your family, city where 
for one week all 10 commandments were kept by all 
people! 

--ILLUS;. a flesh and bl od illustration of 
what happens when people choose to violate 
God's law: 

-- osea 4:11-12 B.) "Wine, women, and 
song have robbed my people of their brains. For 
they are asking a piece of wood to tell them what 
to do. 'Divine Truth' comes to them through tea 
leaves! Longing after idols has made them foolish. 
For they have played the harlot, serving other gods, 
deserting me. They sacrifice to idols on the tops 
of mountains . " 

4. Sin.XS a "Reproach 
(text) "Sin is a reproach to any 

people." 



--Webster. 1 -- 11to bring into discredit. 
To disgrace, to subject to scorn. 11 

Bron Clifford 
--James 1:15: 11When lust hath conceived, it bring-

eth forth sin: and sin wh~ finished, bringeth 
forth DEATH! II 

--Bridge Sentence: If sin is "missing the mark 11 , 

Rebellion, Violating God's Laws, and a Reproach, 
then . . . 

II. WHY IS THERE SIN? 
1 . It Is the Nature of Man to Sin 

--Eph. 2:3b: "We were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as 11 

--Rom. 5: 12: 11 Wherefore by one man sin 
into the world , and death by sin; a.nd so death 
passed upon all men, for all have sinned. 11 

The innate tendency toward sin. The 
moral flaw that is in each of us. Thus, by our
selves we cannot correct the problem ... 

2. It Is The Choice of Man to Sin 
--lames 1:13-14: 11Let no man when he is 

tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot 
tempted with evil, neither tempeth he any man: 

But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away 
of his own 1 ust, and enticed . 

-- s. 52:3 lovest evil more than good. 11 

-- "All we like have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way. " 

--NOTE: No one can make you sin. Even God will 
the freedom of your will. r,,,,c...,.,,.,-e.l.J:s. 

· Is The Copstapt Pressure From Others T Sir 
-1:10 11 If sinneaentice thee, consent thou 

c,,t.e.w , , not. 
16·29 "Wickedness loves company-

and leads others into sin.: 
-- 8:7a "My people mingle with the heathen, 

picking up their evil ways 11 (L.B.) 
--ILLUS: The number of people gone wrong who 

state that it all started by running around with 
the wrong crowd . 

--APPLY: ,The need of Christian friends and church .. 



I 
III. WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT IT? sA1' , 

1. What has God done about it?-
2. What can you do about it (if you are saved)? 

( 1) "Confess and forsake" sin 
(2) Live your faith at home 
(3) Share your faith with others 

3. What can you do about it (if you are lost)? 
(1) Repent of your sin 

- 'Except your repent, you will 
all likewise perish." 

(2) Believe in Christ 
Acts ''Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved." 

(3) Accept His pardon 1 

Isa. 55:7 "Let the wicked forsake his 
... And let Him return to the Lord ... 11 

For He will abundantlv 

And his death provides a pardon. 

Salvation 1s the gift of God, but it is the law of 
God that neglect to accept the gift nullifies it, 
and makes it of no effect for the one who refuses 

Supreme Court has decreed such to be 
the law of our land. In 1 29 son was 
sentenced to death by a Philadelphia court for 
mail-robbery and fraud. The President of the 
United States, gave him a 
pardon. George Wilson refused to accept that 
pardon. No one knew what to do with a man 
(under sentence to death) who would not accept 
a presidential pardon. So, the case went to 
the Supreme Court, where ief i ohn 
M ruled, and I quote pardon is a 
piece of paper, the value of which depends upon 
its acceptance by the person implicated. It is 
hardly to be supposed that one under sentence of 
death would refuse to accept a pardon . But if 
it is refused, it is no pardon. Wilson 
must hang. 11 George Wilson did hang for his 



crimes, for that is the law of the pardon 
refused is no YOU HAVE A PARDON FOR 
ALL OF YOUR SINS, WRITTEN IN THE BLOOD 
OF JESUS CHRIST, BY THE HAND OF GOD! You 
have a passport to heaven sealed in the resurrec 
tion of Ghrist! But you must receive that pardon 
You must choose the Saviour! 

h/t'-r 
V\-Y\ A-couT .S.:r..,-v 
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San Angelo's Number One Problem 
Sunday, September 3, 2000 

Proverbs 14: 34 "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a 
disgrace t.o any people. " 

"problems" have but symptoms 
of our number problem which is sin. 

I. What Is Sin?--Hosea 4:1-4 
1. Sin is "missing the mark" 

Harmartia = missing the bull's-eye 

2. Sin is "Rebellion"--Job 21:14 & Ps. 107:11 

3. Sin is violating God's laws 
--Matt. 6:14-15 "Trespass" "To exceed the bound of what 

is lawful" 

4. Sin is a "Disgrace" "Reproach" 

' 



II. Why Is There Sin? 
1. The Nature of Man-Eph. 2:3 & Rom. 5:12 

2. The Choice of Man-James 1 : 13-14 

3. The Pressure from Others-Prov. 1: 1 O; 16:29 

Ill. What Can Be Done About It? 
1. What has God done about it?-John 3:16 

2. What can you do about it (if you are saved)? 
(1) "Confess and forsake" your sin 

(2) Live your faith at home 

(3) Share your faith with others 

3. What can you do about if (if you are lost)? 

(1) Repent of your sin 
-Lk. 13:3 "Except you repent, you will all likewise 

perish." 

(2) Believe in Christ 
-Acts 16:31 "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 

be saved." 

(3) Accept His pardon 
-Isa. 55:7 the wicked forsake his way 

... And let Him return to the Lord . .. 
For He will abundantly pardon." 




