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TEsTs oF RIGHT AND WRONG . 
AS YOU LISTEN TO YOUR RADIO OR READ YOUR NEWSPAPER FROM 

DAY TO DAY, YOU IN CONTACT WITH PRODUCTS THAT ARE ADVER-
TISED AS TRIPLE T 'STED FOR YOUR SAFETY. V'THIS NS THAT 
PRODUCT HAS BEEN PUT THROUGH SEVERAL DIFFERENT TESTS I N ORDER 
THAT IT MAY BE PROVEN PURE AND FIT FOR YOUR USE. KouR 

DEMANDS THAT AND DRUGS PASS CERTAIN 
OUR 

SINCE ARE SO CONCERNED WITH OUR PHYSICAL WELFARE 
WE DE THAT PASS HOW SHOULD 
BE CONCERNED ITH OUR SPI RITUAL WELFARE? CONSIDER WITH ME 
SOME TESTS OF WRONG THROUGH WHIOH. YOU SHOULD 
PUT THI NG. IT ILL PASS THESE TESTS, SHOULD 
PASS GOD I S 

roverbs 14:12 11 There is a. way which seemeth right 
nto man, but the end thereof are t he ways of 

death." 

I. The Test of Effect 
--I Cor. 8:12 when sin so against the brethren, 

wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ." 

( 1) _on your bodv 
a. Is it hurtful? 

(2) 

b. Could you continue it as habit? 
c. you see where it has hurt others? 

On your mind 
a. Does it retard it? (drink, dope etc.) 
b. Does it make you do things you normally would 

not 
c. Does it cause you evil (Dance, 

certain dress, trassy books etc.) 
On your relation to God 
a.. Does it seem to build a wall between? 
b. Does your life grow 
c. Does it rob you of your joy of salvation? 

2. on others 
--I Cor. ye sin against the brethren, and 

ye wound their weak conscience ••• 
( l) On their attitude. toward, your religion fl.. . 

a. Does it cau se to ring genuine? 1 

b. Does it dispr ove your profession? 
(2) their attitude toward your church 

Ask, "Will it make my church's ministry easier 
or harder?" . 

b. Will it build url -vconfidence and for it? 



On their attitude toward your God 
a. Does it draw them nearer to him? 
b. Does it r eveal his power to "change lives?" 

On the cau.se of Christ 
Cor. 8 :12 "When ye sin against the brethren, and 

their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 11 

Does it strengthen its influence ? 
fil Does it it as being "diff erent?" 
W Does it cheapen its founder? 

II. Teet of Secrecy 
--Mark 4 :22 "For t her e is nothing hid which shall not be 

manifested; neither was anything kept secret, but that it 
should come to light. 11 

1. Would it be all ri ht for ever one to know about it? 
1 mot her, father, brother, sister, pastor, friend! 

(2 ) Would it bring me shame or pride? 
Would it make any differ ence in their opin
i on of you? 

2. is never afraid of light.• 
(1 ) One all will 11 come 
(2) it be to st and in God I a light? 

III. Test of • 
--Psalm 133 :1 '1Behold, how good how pleasant for 

brethren to dwell together in unity. 
Would it be all ri ht for ever one to do it? for all 
to be in unity with you? 
(1 ) Your mother or r-
(2 ) Your sister or brother 

Your fellow-churchmembere or pastor . 
2. up your confidence in t hem? 

;#ould it make the world a better place ? 
church every 

member were just like 
(1) Could spirit of revival come ? 
(2) Would it make the church cold and i ndi fferent? 

IV. The Test Prayer 
--Luke 18:1 he spoke parable unto them to this end, 

that men ought to always pray , and faint. 11 

1. you maintain thi s spirit prayer in it ? 
(1) Are you able to pray to him 
(2 ) Are you able to maintain God? 

2. Can you pray about it ? 
(1) Can you ask him t o bless you in it? 
(2) you him to protect you in it? 

he go with you? 
1 Can you ha¥e sense of hie presence? 



(2 ) I s it beneath the character of Chr ist to go the re 
or to do that? · 

IS COMPLICATED I TS PROBLEMS ARE so. 

YOU NOT BE ABLE TO SAY A DIF'FINITE YES CONCE NI G A 

CERTAIN THING IN YOUR LIFE AT GLANCE. BUT AFTER 

IT TO THE SIMPLE TEST OF EFFECT, SECRECY, UNIVERSALITY, 

PRAYER, YOU WITH A DIFFINITE CONCRETE OONVICTIOJ 

CONCERNI IT. j USE THIS TEST, AND LIVE THAT HIGHEST LIFE FOR 

THE ONE GAVE HI S LIFE FOR YOU. 
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time and a time to laugh; a ti me 
to mour n, and time to dance ." 
( 4) 

THE BAS IS OF OUR CONVICTION 
AND CONDUCT 
In his excellent b ook, Right or Wr ong, D r. 
T . B. Maston points out that there are at 
least four levels of living . 

1 . The instinctive leve l . This is the ani
mal leve l. This is "doin' what comes 
natura lly . 11 

The customary level. " Eve r ybody doe s 



it. 11 You are chicken if you don't. It 
is accepted socially and morally. 

3 . The conscience level. The conscience 
is the compass the directions. 
"I"'he maturity of the con
science determines the level of life . 
The Christian level. What is right? 
What is Christian? What squares with 
Christ's teaching? If I am a Christian , 
what is the level of life on which I may 
choose to live so that I may be the max
i mu m for my Master? 

You w ill have to call the number of your 
floor. You will have pick your own level. 

cho ice must be yours . 

THE BEGINNING DANCING 
Mr. Arthur Murray, an authori ty in and ad
v ocate of the field of dancing, says that the 
modern dance originated among heathen 
people who we re not intelligent enough to 
ta lk, so they resorted to the strange contor

of the body to express themse lves . 
:r,eir 

were i mitations of beasts of the fores, . I 
would deem this not very c ultural or in
te lligent background! 

modern ballroom dance originated in a 
house of prostitution. In this house of pro 
stitution in Pari s in 1627, the modern dance 
was introduced and first l1c need a 

t'1A.S 

( ;·.--1 i} joke 
publicly of the number of lives he had 
He became so low mora lly that he attempted 
to r avage own sister . In his attempt 
he strangled her to death . As a result he 
was beheaded by the French guillotine in 
1 632 . 

S ince then the modern dance has been the 
favorite pastime of brothe ls , dens, d ives , 
and light 

THE BIBLE AND DANCING 
If we agree tha t the B ible is the supreme 
authority for our convictions and our con
duct, then we must look to it fo r our guide . 

Ecclesiastes 3: 4 declares there is "a time 
to dance. 11 This is used by many to justify 
the modern dance. But the dance of which 
Solomon spoke was one 
performed by maidens 
uniting the sexes. 

of religious joy, 
only, and never 

Exodus 15: 20 states, "And Miriam the pro
phetess, the sister Aaron, took the 
timbrels in her hand; and all the women 
went out a fter her with timbrels and with 
dancing .'' God' s people had just been de
livered Pharoah. Joy filled their hearts 
and the women only, with timbrels , danced 
a religious dance of thanksgiving. 

Judges 11: 34 reports, "And Jepthah came 
to Mizpeh unto the house , and, behold his 
daughter came out to meet him with timbrels 
and with dances. 11 Again there is no mix
ture of the s e xes in this personal expres
sion of joy. 

II Samuel 6 : 14 re lates, "And danced 
before the Lord with all his might. 11 The 
ark of the covenant was being broitght to 
Jerusalem. Gladness reigned in the hearts 
of the people and David by himself danced 
for joy in a religious service. 

Psalm 149: 3 declares, "Let the m praise 
name in the dance. 11 But dances in a H igh 
School gym, or a country club, a Teen
Town, or night spot are not designed to be 
a part of a music festival or simultaneous 
evangelistic crusade. 

I Corinthians 10: 3 1 expresses the Christian's 
supreme motivation. "Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, o r whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God . 11 I cannot feel that the 
C lam, the Watusi, or Pony o r Frug , nor 
the Monkey, nor Swim, the Hitchhike, the 
Jerk , nor the Fever can. bring God much 
g lo r y . 

Psalm 150 :4 enjoins, "Praise him w ith the 
timbrel and the dance." This was an ave
nue of praising God and not an activity en
gaged in because "everybody does it." 



Jere miah 31: 13 prophesies, "Then shall the 
virgin rejoice in the dance, 11 Here Jere
miah speaks of the restoration of Israel and 
again the mingling of the sexes is not men
tioned. 

Luke 1 5: states that upon return of the 
prodigal son "the elder son was in the field: 
and as he came and drew nigh to the h ouse 
he heard music and dancing." It was the 
e xpre ssion of joy over the return of a sin
ner and the testim ony to the fo rgiving grace 
of a wonderful Father. 

These are but a few of the Bible references 
to dancing. I think Dr . L yman Beeche r 
summed up pointed ly and correctly the Bible 
teaching on dancing 

1. " Dancing was a religi ous act both of 
true and a lso of idol worship. 

was practiced exclusively on joyous 
occasions, such as national festivals 
o r great victories . 

3 . "It was performed by Maidens only ." 
( Except by individuals, in solo ) 

4. "It was performed usually in the day
time, in the open air, in highw ays, 
fields, and groves . 

5 . " Men who perverted dancing from a 
sacred use to purposes of amusement 
were deemed infamous . 

6 . " No instances of dancing are found up
on record in the Bible in which the two 
sexes united in the exercise, either 
as an act of worship or amusement. 

7 . "There is no instance upon record of 
social dancing for amusement, except 
that of vain fel lo ws devoid of shame; 
of the irreligious families described by 
J ob, which increased impiety and ended 
in destruction; and of Herodias which 
terminated in the rash vow of Herod 
and the murder of John the Baptist. " 

Let it be said clearly that there is no scrip
ture in the Bible which says, "Thou shalt 
not dance." 

But let it be said emphatica ll y that th e Bible 
is n ot a spiritualized list of do 's and don'ts . 
If it were it have been out of date 

after one generation. For every genera
tion has its challenges to be met and its 
dangers to be avoided. It is a Book of life 
and of principles which have vitality in every 
generation. 

The spirit and principles of the Bible are 
opposed to the mode rn dance. 

Dancing is worldly . I John 15 dec lares, 
"Love not the world, neither the things that 
a r e in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Fathe r is in 
him. 11 And Romans 12: enjoins, 11 Be not 
conformed to this world . 11 For a Christian 
conformity means deformity. 

Dancing is a stumbling block for others. 
D r. C . Oscar Johnson says, "I have never 
felt that dancing contributes to the spiritual 
life of anybody . I have neve r known a 
dancing church member to be a soul- win
ner. A ll these things have come out of 
years of experience." 

Dr. W . A . Criswell asserts, "When Christ
ian young people ask me about the mode r n 
ballroom dance , I tell them that they lose 
their Christian influence when indulge 
in these worldly practices ." 

And Paul says , "Wherefore, if make 
my b r other to stumble, I w ill eat no meat 
as long as the world standeth, lest I make 
my brother to stumble." ( I Cor . 8: 13) 
This is the test in God ' s laboratory . 

The B ible does not say that you shall not 
stand out in the rain, or p lay Russian r ou
lette with a loaded pistol , or drink carbolic 
acid . But teaching is c learly against 
such things , and the composite teaching of 
the Scriptures is against the modern dance. 

The modern dance is not in itself as bad 
as the things to w hich it leads. 

Dr. Frank Richardson has declared, 11 The 
dance hall is the nursery of the divorce 
c ourts, the training ship of prostitution, and 
the graduation school of infamy ." 



History's greatest Christian asserted, "I 
keep under my body, and bring it into sub
jection." ( I Cor. 9:27) This is to be the 
pattern for a ll of us of lesser fame . 

Our Lord said, "A g ood tree bringeth forth 
good fruit: but a c orrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit ... Wherefore , by their fruits 
ye shall know them. 11 ( Matt . 7: 1 8 , 20 ) 

T. A . Faulkner, one time president of the 
Pacific Coast Dancing Masters Association, 
reports, after his conversion, that in h is 

w ith 200 ruined young women, 163 of 
them attributed their downfall to the dance. 

Carl Bassett says that 3/4 of the fallen 
of America start that downfall at the 

dance. 

A Roman Catholic confessional reveals that 
19 out of 20 girls who go wrong attribute 
it to the dance . 

Dr. E . S. Bonners, M.D . a nerve spe
cialist in Chicago, says, 11 I attack the mo
dern dance as a reversion toward savagery. 
As a medical man, I flatly charge that mo
de rn dancing is fundamentally sinful and evil. 
I charge that dancing1s charm is based en
tirely on sex appeal . I charge that dancing 
is the most advanced and the most insidious 
maneuvering preliminary to sex betrayal. 
It is nothing more or less than damnable, 
diabolical, animal, physical dissipation . 11 

THE BETTER WAY THAN DANCING 
We must remember the says a lso, 
"Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good." ( Romans 1 2: 21 ) 

Now, what can we do about it? 

First of a ll, parents can have and ought to 
have some convictions. Some parents, not 
a ll, era ve popularity their children above 
everything e lse . It comes before character 
before education, before re ligi on . 
can and ought to take the pressure off the 
schools and their officials and teachers to 

have dances. The reason some schools 
have dances is because unregenerate fathers 
and mothers insist on it. P arents can stay 
out of dance halls themselves . They can 
provide for themselves and for their children 
something better. 

Second, school officials who d o promote 
dances can quit promoting them, take the 
pressur e off their teachers to sponsor them 
and work with the right kind of parents and 
with the churches in providing something 
better. 

Third, the churches can provide something 
just as attractive, just as much fun, and a 
lot more decent than dancing. We have no 
ground to criticize our young people for 
dancing if criticizing all we are going to 
do about it. The people in churches, 
parents included, must put out--money, 
time, brains, heart, personality, to provide 
something better for them. 

to be 

1 the 

Fourth, our Christian young people can de
clare themselves. Many have already done 
so. Purity is more important than popu
larity . All the bright years ahead are mor e 
important than a few sha dy nights now. 
What God thinks is more important than 
what the gang thinks. You can refuse to 
defile yourse lves with a portion of the king's 
meat . You can be a Daniel. You can get 
others to join you until you become the in
fluential majority. You can, and w ill , play 
it really smart. You will not sacrifice the 
best for the second best. 

And you, my dear young people, w ill be 
still and serious and sincere enough to hear 
the world's finest Young Man ( who never 
became an old man) say to you, "Whoso
ever will come after me, let him deny him
self, and take up his cross, and follow me . " 
( Mark 8 :34) 

It is Christ ' s challenge: it is your choice ! 




