
(1) Character , (2) Evangelism 

SUBJECT (1) Success 
...<_ E.F 

CLASSIFICATION: 

(2) Soul Winning 

TEXT __ 
--EXPOSITORY 

"GOD CAN USE YOU!" - - BIOGRAPHICAL 

- - TEXTUAL 
--TOPICAL 

SCRIPTURE ---DEVOTIONAL 

DELIVERIES: Date 

FBC 3-18-73 
ZONDERV 

Southside 10/1/78 
BelllAssociatio 1/29/79 

9-24-78 

F . B . C. 2/6/83 
F .B. C. 2- 7-88 

Hour Place 

a.m. San Angelo, Texas 
'S ANNUAL 975 

a,m. 

a.m. 
A.M . 

S.S . Palestine 
Belton, Tx 

San Angelo 

San Angelo , TX 
San Angelo , TX 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Results and Comments: 

XXX+++, 1 bapt. 

XXX++ 
Bapt. 4 letter) 

XXX++++ 2 Bapt., 1 letter; 1 25 S- W 
Ed ited from Lives 

Ch a n ging People '' ; 



GOD CAN USE YOU! 

Scripture: Matthew 

( /
INTRO: THE ALLEGHENY ANT, COMMON SPECIES IN THE 
EASTERN U.S. , HELPS ENRICH FOREST AREAS BY CARRYING 
TONS OF SOIL FROM BELOW GROUND TO THE SURFACE. 

RESEARCHERS SALEM AND HOLD OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
WISCONSIN MADE A THREE-YEAR STUDY AND DISCOVERED 
THAT ONE COLONY OF ANTS MOVED FIFTEEN TONS OF SUB
SOIL, BUILDING CLUSTERS OF LARGeMOUNDS AND BURROW
ING FIVE AND A HALF FEET BELOW THE SURFACE. THIS 
"DEEP PLOUGHING INCREASES THE NUTRIENTS, CLAY AND 
ORGANIC MATTER OF THE SURFACE SOIL IN THE FOREST. 

NO WONDER THE WRITER OF PROVERBS (6:6) SAYS, 
TO THE ANT ••• CONSIDER HER WAYS, AND BE WISE. 11 

IF :tJSE THE ALLEGHENY ANT TO MOVE 15 TONS 
OF "GOD CAN USE YOU II TO MOVE 
SOULS TO CHRIST. 

God Can Use You: 

YOU SEE OTHERS COMPASSIONATELY 
-- IJ ~ 1--9 :36 

--NOTE: Jesus remained consistently compassionate. From -
this time sent his disciples on their first witnessing 
mission to his death on the cross -- Jesus was 11 moved 
with comoassion. 
1. Because of The o hristian Love ' 
--vs. 36a 'lrH. ,, 

--I Cor. 13:7 "Love beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, end ureth all things. 11 

--NOTE: love has the power to accept and 
love people who are different from us. It reaches out 
in compassionate tenderness to people in need. 

--ILLUS: The phone rang in a fashionable suburban 
home. Mom, I'm coming home. " It was a 
serviceman in San Diego who had ju st returned from 
the Korean War. The mother was wild with joy t hat 

boy wa s alive. 
I'm bringing a buddy with me. 11 the boy said. - ,_ 



got hurt pretty bad. Only has one eye, one arm, and 
one leg. He has no home and I'd like him to live 
With US • 

11 Sure , Son , 11 the mother said. 11He can stay wit h 
us 1 

r 
111 to always 

liv 
II 1We 'll try him 

a 
always. He 's 

in leg • 11 

u' re too 
er The boy 
w 

The next day the parents _ shocking 
telegram from the Navy. The night before their son 
had leaped to his death from the of a 
San Diego hotel. 

And when the boy' s body was shipped home, the 
parents found he had one , one arm, and 

The y a son be cause they lacked the power of 
to accept people 

who were different comp as si_onat ely 
2. of Their Desperate Condition 
--36b 
--NOTE: Some are moved to fear, some to contempt 

and others to outright rejection by the desperate 
needs of men but the Chri stian; should be moved 

compassion. 
(1) No answer to their problems 

:36b (1_JhJ 11 Their problems were so great and 
they didn't know what to do or where to go for 
help• II 

--ILL __ to life's 

problems we would all be as a blind man in a 
dark rooqi looking for a black_cat which i sn't there 

--ILLUS: Billy Graham arrived at the British prime 
minister's residence in 1954 to find the great 
statesman, Sir Winston Churchill, looking pale 
and frightened. As the evangelist entered, 
Churchill looked up and asked, 11 Young man, do 



got hurt pretty bad. Only has one eye, one arm, and 
one leg. He has no home and I 'd like him to live 
With US• 

"Sure, Son, " the mother said . "He can stay with 
us for awhile 11 

"Mom, you don' understand . I want him to always 
live with us." 

"Well, okay, " the mother relented. "We'll try him 
a whole year. 11 

"But, Mom, I want him to be with us. always. He's 
in bad shape • One eye , one arm , one leg • 11 

The mother became impatient. "Son you're too 
emotional about this. You've been in war. The boy 
will be a drag on you." 

Suddenly the boy hung up. 
The next day the parents received a shocking 

telegram from the Navy. The night before their son 
had leaped to his death from the of a 
San Diego hotel. 

And when the boy's body was shipped home, the 
parents found he had one , one arm, and 

They a son because they lacked the power of 
. e,;R to acce pt people 

who were different compassionately 
2. of Their Desperate Condition (Witnout) 
--36b 
--NOTE: Some are moved to fear, some to contempt 

and others to outright rejection by the desperate 
needs of men -- but the Christian; should be moved 

L__!.9 compassion. 
(1) No answer to their problems 
--9 :36b {1__JhJ "Their problems were so great and 

they didn't know what to do or where to go for 
help• 

- -ILL swer to life's 

problems we would all be as a blind man in a 
dark looking for a black which i s n 't there 

--ILLUS: Billy Graham arrived at the British prime 
minister's residence in 1954 to find the great 
s tatesman, Sir Winston Churchill, looking pale 
and frightened. As the evangelist entered , 
Churchill looked up and asked, "Young man, do - -
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you have any hope? 11 And this is the question 
that is asked by every man in the face of his 
perate condition . 

(2) No purpose in life. 
--36c 
--ILLUS:Nothing is so tragic as a soul who has no 

purpose in life • 
When Peyton Place hit the bookshelves in 1956, 

Grace Metalious was apparently happily married 
to a teacher. had three children and their 
income was less than $3,000 a vear. 
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The celebrated teller of a small town's scandals 
next went with a Welsh Journalist, who already 
had a wife and five children of his own. Grace 
Metalious died months ,later, leaving this 
Welshman what she probably thought was a size
able fortune • 

Her funeral was held in Laconia, New Hampshire . 
Among the twenty-five people attending were her 

· children and ex-husband George who sat near her 
coffin and cried • 

The mini.ster mentioned name only once when 
he "May:Grace ·rest in peace. 11 

Grace Metalious gained what some called 
success life, but actually Grace Metalious 



you have any hope?" And this is the question 
that is a sked by every man in the face of his des
perate condition . 

(2 ) No purpose in life. 
- -36c 
--ILLUS:Nothing i s so tragic as a soul who has no 

purpose in life. 
When Peyton Place hit the bookshelves i n 1956, 

Grace Metalious was apparently happily married 
to a teacher. had three children and their 
income was less than $3,000 a year. 

When the famous authoress died, the newspaper 
estimated her fortune (earnings from Peyton Place 
and resultant fame) was a million dollars. An 
accounting showed that her liabilities outstripped 
her assets by about $125 , 000. Peyton Place had 
sold over eight million copies, followed by six 
million copies of her other three novels. 

Her tragic story has now been told in national 
magazines. She married George Metalious when 
both were They were divorced after 
the book was published and the money began 
coming. 

Grace Metalious married a radio disc jockey 1 

lasted two years. She reportedly came to the 
divorce court drunk. She briefly returned to her 
first husband , but they separated again after a 
few months. 

The celebrated teller of a small town I s scanda l s 
next went with a Welsh Journalist , who already 
had a wife and five children of his own. Grace 
Metalious died months J ater, leaving this 
Welshman what she probably thought wa s a size
able fortune • 

Her funeral was held in Laconia, New Hampshire . 
Among the twenty-five people attending were her 

· children and ex-husband George who sat near her 
coffin and cried . 

The minister mentioned her name only once when 
he "MayGrace ·rest in peace." 

Metalious gained what some called 
success .in life , but actually Grace Metalious 



lost all purpose in life. 

II. TO A ENTHUSIASTICALL. 
• 

- - NOTE: Christ faced squarely the difficulty of the 
challenge of evangelizing his people -- the task was 
overwhelming and so few were willing to become involved 
But he responded to the challenge not or 

/ defeatism but with enthusiasm. 
--APPLY: As long as your response to a difficult challenge 

or a big undertaking is that of doubt, fea r. and despair-
as long as you pose as an expert who knows all the 
reasons why the church must fail, the lost cannot be 
reached and the cause of Christ must be content with 
mediocre accomplishments - - you will never be anything 

I 

but a do- nothing, a drag and an obstacle in the path of 
progress of God's work. Squarely face a challenge, but 

it enthusiasticaJly 
Because of the Tremendous Job to be Done 

1 (There's so much to be done--so many to be won 
--ILLUS We live in a w 1c va ues have gone 

ma • ut from all this one basic fact emerges- -the 

1 world sets its highest value on that which entertains. 
No if he it- -would ever 

receive, for a sermon, the amount which a comedian 
receives for one performance. No writer will 
ever receive for a book a popular noveli,st will 
receive. it would appear that no one in the 
world is worth quite so as a footballer or a film 
star. . 

What the world is willing to pay for entertainment. 
will pay anything to be amused. 

· An age which pours out money its pleasures is a 
decadent age. The ancient Roman Society is an 
example. Suetonius tells. us that the Emperor Vitellius 
set on the table at one banquet 2,000 fish and 7,000 
birds and that in of les.s than a year he manage 
to spend more , 0 0 0, 0 0 0 on food. 

There is no doubt what that Roman world was trying 
to do. It as trying to escape, to escape from the 
weariness and the boredom .which had it in its grip. 

Extravagance is ahyays a sign of the desire to 
-
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It is hard to avoid the conclusion that we 
in an age of decadence and of escapism. And as 
Christians , there lies our challenge and our chance. 

Sir John Reith once said , "I do not like crises, but 
I like the opportunities they bring. 

The Church has the challenge today to lead men to 
Real Life in Jesus Christ. You must to this 
challenge enthusiastically! 

2. Because There so Few Willing to Become Involved 
--9 :37 b 
--ILLUS: The church staff, a hand full of Sundaw- School 

workers and a few dedicated deacons are not enough 
in the face of the tremendous harvest of souls for 
God holds this church responsible. The fact that so 
few are willing to get involved should move you to 
new heights of enthusiasm as you give this task your 
all. If only a few are willing to respond there i s no 
time to waste • • •• 

III. WHE COM TQ HIM PRAYERFULLY 
--9:38 
- -NOTE: In the face of an overwhel ming challenge we . are 

tempted to come to God mournfully complaining about 
the heavy burden he has placed on us. But instead 
of this Christ says we should come to God prayerfully. 
1. Acknowledging That This Is HIS Harvest 
--9 :38a "The Lord of the harvest" -- "The one to whom 

the harvest belongs. 11 

--II Chron. 20:15 (As Is. faced the hords of Moab and 
Ammon, the Lord said) "Be not afraid nor dismayed by 
reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not 
yours, but God I s • 

--NOTE: Therefore God has more at stake a nd thus more 
interest in the success of this battle for souls than we 
We are only his reapers - - but we must enter the field 

the harvest is to be gathered. 
2 • Believing That More People Will Get Involved 
--9 :38b 
--APPLY: We must not wait until others get involved 

before we enter the fields -- we must get involved 
praying and believin'.5[ that others will join us. 



--NOTE: 12 tesponded to his call and in simple trust 
accepted the power required for their task of witnessing. 
1 • Because of the Source of That Power 

0:lb gave them power" 
--NOTE: Now that Christ is physically absent the H.S. 

serves as the source of our power. 
--Acts 1 :8 But ye shall receive power, after that the 

H.G. is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses." 
--ILLUS: But we must accept this power trustingly. 

Jesus did not save us until we recognized Him as the 
Saviour and put our trust in Him for salvation. Just 
so, the Holy Spirit does not control us, in the sense 
of permeating our will, reason, and emotions, until 
we recognize Him as the One Who was sent by the 
Father to sanctify our lives, and trust Him to -perform His ministry in and through us. 

2 • Because of the Purpose of That Power 
--10:lb and Acts 1:8 (above) 
--Note: God does not grant power without a pmrpose •• 

But once we are sincere in our desire to be used by 
God we can trust him to impart the power to accom
plish his purpose. 

V. WH YOU SHARE GOSPEL JOYFULLY 
--·10 :7 
--NOTE: Wherever these men went there was joy and 

excitement -- the long awaited Messiah had come , 
the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand! 

--ILLUS: Mournful man outside London Mission. 
1. Beca use of the Power of the Gospel 

yet the Gospel can save) 
--Rom. 1 :16 "For I am not ashamed •••• 
--NOTE: There is never a person whom the Gospel 

cannot change • • • • 
2. Because of the Availability of Salvation 
--10:7 Don'thavetowaitontheK. ofH. --itis 

at hand! -- You can enter it now! 
--NOTE: BUT HOW 

-
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CON: God can use you hen: 
1. You see 
2. to a challenge Enthusiastically 
3 • P ra yerf ull y 
4. accept His power Trustingly 
5 • gospel 
ough you are not yet a Christian as you come to · 
Him today God can use you to influence another to 

him 
\ Ai 

I 

/ ~ 
p U 



GOD CAN USE YOU! 

FBC, San Angelo, 3-18-73, a.m. ,('I.X'lffj;) 
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