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OF EVANGELISM 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 9:36-10:1 

INTRO: A SEVEN-YEAR OLD GIRL HAD WRITTEN TO DR. 
MICHAEL DEBAKEY, "DOES A PLASTIC HEART HAVE LOVE 
IN IT?" DR. DEBAKEY REPLIED, "YES, A PLASTIC 
HEART DOES HAVE LOVE IN IT, A VERY GREAT DEAL 
OF LOVE. THE LOVE IN A PLASTIC HEART IS THE 
LOVE OF MANY PEOPLE WHO LOVE OTHER PEOPLE, AND 
DON'T WANT THEM TO DIE. THESE PEOPLE WORK 
MANY DAYS AND NIGHTS TO BUILD A HEART THAT WILL 
MAKE PEOPLE LIVE LONGER, IF YOU CAN THINK OF 
HOW MUCH LOVE THERE WOULD BE IN HUNDREDS OF 
HEARTS, TJIEN THAT IS HOW MUCH LOVE THERE IS IN 
A PLASTIC HEART." 

SOME OF THE MOST ARRESTING WORDS EVER WRIT
TEN ARE RECORDED IN PSALM 142: 4, "I LOOKED ON 
MY RIGHT HAND, AND BEHELD, BUT THERE WAS NO MAN 
THAT WOULD KNOW ME: REFUGE FAILED ME; NO MAN 
CARED FOR MY SOUL." THESE WORDS COULD BE SPO
KEN BY MANY IN THE FAR CORNERS OF THE WORLD AS 
THEY FEEL DEFINITELY ALONE--NO ONE TO CARE. 
WHAT A DISCOMFORTING THOUGHT! 

TODAY, AMIDST THE MILLIONS SURRROUNDING 
US, IT IS POSSIBLE TO FEEL VERY ALONE AND UN
LOVED. "NO ONE WHAT HAPPENS TO ME" 
SEEMS TO BE A COMMON COMPLAINT. THE TRUTH IS 
THAT TOO FEW DO REALLY CARE, LIKE THE PRIEST 
AND LEVITE WHO PASSED BY ON THE OTHER SIDE. 

CHRISTIANS, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN CAPTURED 
BY CHRIST, AND CAPTIVATED BY HIS EXAMPLE AS 
RECORDED IN MATTHEW 9:36(READ). OUR THEME 
IS "WE CHOOSE TO CARE." BUT WHAT IS THIS 
THING CALLED "COMPASSION"? 

I. 

Compassion: [5 ,,.-,_ 
CREATES CONCERN 

--Matt. 9:36 (How did Christ know these 
people had these needs? Read vs. 35 . .. -;J' 

--ILLUS: Everett Swanson "Compassion 
Inc. ''--Korean Trip-1951--1965-22 ,625 
orphans--see Heflin p. 74. 
1. Because of distress 

--vs. 36a "fainted"("distressed," 
"harrassed," "worried," rendered 



"trouble" in Mk 5:35 & Luke 8:49) 
--ILLUS: The normal reaction when we se a 

multitude is wonder, admiration and awe. 
Not so with Christ--His was one of pity and 
compassion. He saw not only the sheep but 
the wolf, not only humanity but satan. 
(1) Which sin brings 

--ILLUS: Cain--distressed. Why--sin! 
Rich Young Ruler--went away "sorrow
fully" 

(2) Which develops mental agony 
--II Sam. 18:33 "And the king was moved 

and went up to the chamber over the 
gate and wept: and as he went, thus 
he said, 0 my son Absalom, my son, my 
son Absalom! Would God I had died for 
thee: 0 Absalom my son, my son!" 

--ILLUS: Husbands & wives sobbing out 
their story of sin. 

(3) Which ends in frustration 
--ILLUS: Many a soul succumbs to the 

cynical philosophy of life expressed 
in Ecc. 12:8 "Vanity of vanities ... 
is vanity." N 

V --ILLUS: Chafin-girl at place, ' Sun
set Strip ... 1 • "No body loves me" 

2. Because of Instability 
--·vs. Matt. 9: 36b "scattered" ("thrown," 

"tossed about") u..,.,....,,,.. 
(1) Which is encouraged by false teaching 

--Eph. "That we henceforth be no 
more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doc
trine, by the slight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive." 

--ILLUS: These Jews heard every kind of 
doctrine. Did not know which way to 
turn. 

(2) Which results from spiritual ignorance 
--ILLUS: Spiritual insight will not al

low one to be so easily influenced by 
"every wind of doctrine." 

(3) Which expresses itself in an endless 
pursuit Y 

--Isaiah 55:2 "Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread? 
and your labor for that which satis
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fieth not? hearken diligently unto 
me, and eat ye that which is good, and 
let your soul delight itself in fat
ness." 

--II Tim. 3:7 "Ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth." 

--ILLUS: Pursuit of happiness. Pur
suit of knowledge. 

--ILLUS: Senator told of his boyhood 
ambition to become a U. S. Senator. 
After years of toil and waiting his 
state sent him to Congress. Entered 
with fear and trembling. Soon won
dered how many of the others had 
gotten there. He had attained his 
goal, but now it seemed dull and 
commonplace. 

3. Because of Lack of Proper Guidance 
--Matt. 9:36c "as sheep having no shep

herd" 
--ILLUS: Analogy that of a flock of 

scattered sheep with no shepherd on 
wild hills of Palestine. Dangers. 
(1) Which affords no real purpose to 

life 
--Prov. 27:8 "As a bird that wan

dereth from her nest so is a man 
that wandereth from his place." 

(2) Which has no guarantee of divine 
protection 

--Psalm 37:5 "Commit thy way unto 
the Lord; trust also in him; and 
he shall bring it to pass." 

II . URGES IMMEDIATE ACTION 
--Matt. 9:37 Then ·saith he unto his disci

ples, The harvest truly is plenteous , but 
the laborers are f ew;" 

--John 4:35 "Say not ye, There are yet fou 
months, and then cometh harvest? behold, 
I say unto, Lift up your eyes, and look 
on the fields; for they are white already 
to harvest." 

1. Because of the Scarcity of Labourers 
--Matt. 9:37 
(1) Which is accentuated by the multitudes 
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to be won. 
--Vs. 37a 
--ILLUS: Recently a asked 29 adults 

on the street in a county seat town in 
Missouri how a person is saved--only 7 
could answer. 

(2) Which is created by a lack of compassion 
--ILLUS: In last church year it took 2,100 

resident members to win 75 people 28:1. 
If only half of these (1,050) had had 
real compassion for the lost and only 
half these compassionate members had been 
able to win 1 person all year long, 525 
rather than 75 would have been baptized! 

is the lack of compassion that 
chills our hearts, that freezes our ser
vices, that renders fruitless our hands 
of appeal, that turns our spiritual hea
vens to brass and our earth to iron. It 
is the lack of compassion that explains 
our unspoken testimonies, our unwept tears, 
our unopened Bibles, our unprayed prayers, 
our unburdened hearts, and our unsought 
lost. Oh, that we might have the spirit 
to care, the compassion of Jesus for the 
people! 

(3) Which can be solved by prayer 
--Vs. 38 
a. Since prayer will thrust you forth 
b. Since prayer will result in others going 

2. Because of the Ur enc of the Hour 
John 4:35 

LLUS: In 4 months (April) the fields would 
be ripe for harvest. To wait beyond this 

/ 1 time to harvest would be to lose most of the 
-¥ crop. But the harvest of souls is already 

upon us. 
--ILLUS: A large number of men were imprisoned 

in a coal mine because of an accident. 
crowds gathered to help clear the way. An 
old grey-headed man came running up, and 
seizing a shovel, began to work with the 
strength of 10 men. Some one offered to re
lieve him ''Get out of the way!" he cried, '' I 
h 2 boys down there." (Webb) 
(1) Which is emphasized by the numbers already 

dying without Christ 
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saved." 

, 

"The harvest is past, the 
ended, and we are not 

--ILLUS: How many of those who died 
in our city during 1986 were pre
pared? 

(2) Which is seen in the brevity of our 
lives 

--James 4:14b "For what is your life? 
It is even a vapor, that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanish
eth away." 

--ILLUS; Time is running out not 
only for the lost but also for us 
who must witness to the lost. 

(3) Which is increased by the imminence 
of Christ's return 

--Matt. 24:42 "Watch therefore: for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth 

---come." 
3. Because of the Tragedy of a Lost Soul 

--Luke 16:22b-23a 11The rich man also died, 
and was buried; and in hell he lift up 

i s eyes, being i n torments." 
) Which the hopelessness of his con

dition 
--Luke 16:26 "And beside all this, 

between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed: so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; nei-
ther can they pass to us, that would 

rom thence." 
(2) Which is the eternality of hell 

--Mark 9:44 "Where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched." 

--Matt. 25:46a "And these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment." 

(3) Which is the severity of his punish
ment 

--Luke 16:24 "And he cried and said, 
"Father Abraham have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for I am tormented 
in this flame." 

- - Matt. 25:41 "Then shall he say unto 
them on the left hand, Depart from 
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me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels." 

III. REQUIRES A DIVINE EMPOWERING 

1. Because of the Futility of Human Effort 
--ILLUS: Powerless disciples at foot of 

Mt. of Transfig. Afflicted boy's father 
told Christ, "I spoke to thy discip l es 
that they should cast him out; and they 
c ould not." (Mark 9:18b) 

(1) Which is no match for Satan's powers 
--Eph. 6:12a ''For we wrestle not against 

flesh and blood." 
(2) Which is changed, when empowered 

--Vs. 10:1 The same men who were power
less at the Mt. of Transfiguration now 
can heal all manner of sickness--Why? 
--An empowering of Christ 

(3) Which keeps us mindful of our depen
dence upon Christ 

--II Cor. 4:7 "But we have this treasure 
in earthen vessels, that the excel
lency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us." 

--ILLUS: Wm. Jessup, for 50 years a 
missionary to S ria, was discouraged 
because he could not win men to Christ. 
He resolved to spend 1 week by himself 
and God's Word. He soon realized that 
he had never given God His place in 
the work of winning others. Thought of 

God did so much with so 
little. He wrote names of 11 lost men 
and lifted them to God, asking God to 
do the work and use him if he were 
needed. Soon 1 man came to him. In 3 
weeks all were won. 

2. Because of the magnitude of the Task 
--Vs. 37b "The harvest truly is plenteous." 
--ILLUS: Only a supernatural empowering can 

prepare us for such an overwhelming task. 
(1) The magnitude of the souls to be won. 

--Matt. 7:13b "Wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to de
struction, and many there be which go 
in thereat." 
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--Isa. 6:11 "Then said I, Lord, how 
~ long? he answered, ''Until the 

;J..; cities be wasted without inhabi-
JiJJ.' ~~ tant, and the without man, 

and the be utterly desolate." 
(3) The magnitude of the effort to be 

expended 
--Luke 14:23b "Go out into the highways 

and hedges, and compel them to come 
'"" in, that my house may be filled. " 

f,"Jr/ --ILLUS: Effort in persistent prayer, 
l I personal dedication, witnessing. 
3. Because of the Miraculousness of Salvation 

--ILLUS: The disciples in 10:1 were being 
sent out to perform miraculous deeds and 
thus needed a miraculous empowering. 
(1) Which occurs at the moment of faith. 

on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved." 

(2) Which is the work of the Holy Spirit 
--John 3:6b "That which is born of 

the Spirit is spirit. " 
(3) Which is beyond human explanation 

--I Tim. 3:16a "And without contro
versy great is the mystery of 
godliness." 

CON: "I Had Walked Life's Way .... " 
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..... 

Matt hew 9:36-10:1 

YOURS MAY BE A CLEAR OF THE THEOLOGICAL 
FOUNDATIONS FOR PROCLAMATION. THE GOSPEL MESSAGE,.. MAY BE 
INDELIBLY INSCRIBED ON YOUR MIND. YOU MAY HAVE A KEEN AWARE-
NESS OF THE NEEDS WHICH SURROUND YOU & KNOW WELL THE N. T. 
PLAN FOR PROCLAMATION. 

BUT IN PERSONAL PROCLAMATION 
ALL OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE IS OF NO A VAIL. YOU BENEATH THE 

JUDGMENT OF GOD -- KNOWING THE TRUTH BUT NOT SHARING IT • 
OF OUR LORD AS RECORDED BY 

JOHN ARE EXPERIENCES WITH INDIVIDUALS. ONE RE 
MADE PLAIN THE WAY OF SALVATIOJ AND URGED MEN TO 

TO EMPHASIZE MASS EVANGEL
ISM TO THE NEGLECT OF THIS SIMPLE AND PERSONAL TESTAMENT 
APPROACH. TIME HAS NOW FORCED_ THE CHURCH EITHER TO RETURN TO 
THE DOMINANT TESTAMENT METHOD OF PROCLAMATION OR TO 
ABANDON ANY SERIOUS HOPES OF WINNING NUMBERS OF MEN TO CHRI ST , 

THE WHEN THE LOST CROWD 
CHURCH BUILDINGS AND WHEN AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF 11REVIVAL 11 WILL 
DRAW THE MASSES. WE, GIVE HEED TO THE 
CALL TO PERSONAL WITNESSING AND MAKE OUR PRIMARY ROLE IN 
PROCLAMATION 

C /11 

Role In Proclamation is Personal Witnessin 

I. CALL TE 
94 3 

1. "~ ~ , 
--vs. 36a "di stressed, 11 "harrassed", /ren 

"trouble" in Mk & Luke 
~-~· The normal reaction when we see a multitude is 
wonder, admira t ion and awe. Not so with Christ -- His 
was one of pity and compassion. He saw not only the 
sheep but the wolf, not only humanity but satan. 

(1) Which sin brings 
Cain -- distressed. Why -- sin! Rich Young 

Ruler -- went away "sorrowfully" 
(2) Which develops ment al agony 

--II Sam. 18:33 11And the king was much moved and went 
up to the chamber over the gate wept: and as 
he went, thus he said, 0 my son Absalom, my son, my 
son Absalom! Would God I had died for thee: 0 
Absalom my son, my son! 11 

--JLLUS; Husbands & wives sobbing out their story of 
sin. 



(3) Which ends in f r ustration 
Many a soul succumbs to the cynical 

·011111p~h·y- of life in Ecc. 12:8 "Vanity of 

.::..::.~::i:te~·~:::~J':"i~r£ .. P1l'i'I,, 
2 , Becaµst:£!: .-.i 

--Vs. Matt. "scattered" ("thrown," "tossed about") 
(1) Which is encouraged by false teachings 

--Eph. "That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the slight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive." 

These Jews heard kind of doctrine. Did 
not know which way to turn. 

(2) Which results from spiritual ignorance 
Spiritual insight will not allow one to be 

so easily influenced by "every wind. of doctrine." 
(3) Which expresses itself in an endless pursuit 

--Isaiah "Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread? and your labor for that which 
satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat 
ye that which is good, and let your soul delight 
itself in fatness." 

--II Tim. 3:7 "Ever learning, and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth." 

Pursuit of happiness. Pursuit of knowledge. 
-- ILLUS : Senator told of his boyhood ambition to 

become a U, S. Senator. After years of toil and 
waiting his state sent him to Congress. Entered 
with fear and trembling. Soon wondered how many 
of the others had gotten there. He had attained his 
goal, but now it seemed dull and commonplace. 

Because of of Proper 
--Matt. 9:36c "as sheep having no shepherd" 

· Analogy that of a flock of scattered sheep with 
no shepherd on wild hills of Palestine. Dangers. 

(1) Which affords no real purpose to life 
--Prov. 27:8 "As a bird that wandereth from her nest 

so is a man that wandereth from his place." 
(2) Which has no guarantee of divine protection 

--Psalm 37:5 "Commit thy way unto the Lord; t rust also 
in him; and he shall bring it to pass." 

II. 
--Matt. 9:37 "Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest 

truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few;" 
--John "Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then 

cometh harvest? behold, I say unto, Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest." 



of the Scarcit of Labourers 
--Matt. 9:37 
(1) Which is accentuated by the multitudes to be won. 

--Vs. 37a 
Recently a pastor asked 29 adults on the 

street in a county seat town in Missouri how a 
person is saved -- only 7 could answer. 

(2) Which is created by a lack of compassion 
In last church y~~;r it took resident 

members to win If only half of these 
had had real compassion for the lost and only 

half these compassionate members had been able to 
win 1 person all year than 
would have been baptized! 

It is the l ack of compassion that chills 
our hearts, that freezes our services, that renders 
fruitless our hands of appeal, that turns our 
spiritual heavens to brass and our earth to iron. 
It is the lack of compassion that explains our un
spoken testimonies, our unwept tears, our unopened 
Bibles, our unprayed prayers, our unburdened hearts 
and our unsought lost. Oh, that we might have the 
spirit to care, the compassion of Jesus for the 
people! 

(3) Which can be solved by prayer 
--Vs. 

a. Since prayer will thrust you 
b. Since prayer will result in others going 

2. t U of the Hour 
--John 

In months (April) the fields would be ripe 
for harvest. To wait beyond this to harvest would 
be to lose most of the crop. But the harvest of souls 
is already upon us • 

A large number of men were imprisoned in a coal 
mine of an accident. Great crowds gathered to 
help clear the way. An old grey-headed man came runn
ing up, and seizing a shovel, began to work with the 
strength of 10 Some one offer ed t o relieve 
"Get the way!" he cried, 11 I have 2 boys down 
t here ." ·(Webb) 

(1) Which is emphasized by the numbers already dying 
without Christ 

--Jer. 8:20"The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
and we are not saved." 

How many of those who died city 
were prepared? 



(2) Which is seen in the brevity of our lives 
--James what life? It is even a 

vapor, that appeareth for a littl e t i me , and then 
vanisheth away." 

not the lost 
but also for us who to the lost. 

( 3) Which is increased by the of Christ Is 
return 

· a tch therefore: not what 
hour your Lord doth come. 11 

3 the T ed of a Lost Soul 
--Luke 16:22b-23a e rich also died, and was buried; 

and in hell he lift up eyes, being torments. 11 

(1) Which is the hopelessnes.s of his condition 
--Luke 16:26 beside: all this, us and 

you there is a gulf fixed: so that they 
which pass from hence to you cannot; neither 
can pass us, that come from thence 

( 2) Which is the. ty of hell 
"iWhere· their dieth not, and the fire 

is not quenched. 11 

"And these shall go into 
punishment. 11 

( 3) Which is the severity of his punishment 
--Luke he cried and said, 

mercy on and send Lazarus, that he dip 
tip of his finger in water, cool tongue; 

. . , 
for I tormented in 11 

--Matt.. "Then shall he them on the left 
hand, Depart from cursed, into everlasting 

prepared for and his angels. 11 

REQUIRES 
& l :1 

· Powerless at foot of Mt. of .. 
father told spoke to thy 

that they cast out; and they 
not. 11 (Mark 9:18b) 

(1) Which is no match for powers 
6:12a 11For wrestle not and 

blood." 
(2) Which is changed, when empowered 

10:l The men who were powerless at the Mt. 
of now can heal all manner of sick

ness Why? -- An empowering 
( 3) Which keeps of our dependence upon Christ 



--II Cor. 11But we this treasure in earthen 
that the the power may 

of God, and not of us. 11 

Wm. Jessup, for years a missionary to 
Syria,_ was discouraged because he could not mer 

He resolved to spend l week by himself 
and God's Word. He soon realized that he had never 
given God His place in the work of winning others. 
Thought of Jerico -- how God did so much with so 

He wro.te of 11 lost men and lifted 
them to God, asking to do the work and use him 
if he were needed. Soon 1 man came to him. In 3 
weeks all were won. 

2. Because of the Ma nitude of the T sk 
harvest is plenteous. 11 

Only a supernatural empowering can prepare 
for such an overwhelming task. 

(1) The magnitude of the to be 
--Matt. is the gate, and broad is the 

way, that leadeth to destruction, and there 
which go in thereat." 

( 2) The magnitude of the to be spent 
--Isa. 6:11 "Then said I, Lord, how long? And he 

Until the cities be wasted without inhabi 
tant, and the houses without man, and the land be 
utterly desolate." 

( 3) The magnitude of the effort to be expended 
--Luke out into the highways and hedges, 

d compel to in, that my house may be 
illed. 11 

Effort in persistent prayer, personal dedi
cation, witnessing. 

o o tion 
--II:HJS : The disciples in were being sent out to 

perform miraculous deeds and us needed a miraculous 
empowering. 

(1) Which occurs at the 111oment of faith. 
thou shalt be 

saved." 
( 2) Which is the work of the Holy Spirit 

--John 6b 11 That is born of the Spirit is 
spirit." 

( Which is beyond human explanation 
--I Tim. 3:16a 11And without controversy great is the 

mystery of godliness." 

Had ·walked Life 1 Way •••• 
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