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THE DRAMA OF SALVATION 

Scripture : Matthew 

rUil,IA;M IS REMEMBERED THE GREATEST PLAY
WRITER OF ALL TIMES . HE HI AS THE CENTURY OF 

PLAYS . BEFORE THERE WAS A SHAKES FEAR OR 
EVEN AN ENGLAND , A DRAMA AND RECORDED IN THE 
LITTIE COUNTRY OF PALESTINE . IS 
EACH SOUL .TO TRUST IN THE SAVIOUR- -FOR THIS 
THE DRAMA OF SALVATION. YOU ST TO LIVE 
THIS ON THIS EARTH IF YOU ARE TO LIVE THE LIFE 
I N WORLD TO 

I . 
- -vs . 9 :2a 11brought 11 

Not presenting Hi mself to you- -already done 
that- -it is your response to initiative . 

1. cb one ' need G 

- - 11sick11 

Which r ecognizes helplessness 
- - "lying on a bed" 

II . on 
-VS o "seeing their faith" r 
1 . Not of t' 'lf0 

--Titus "Not by works o righteousness which have 
done , but according to his mercy he saved us. 11 

2 . 
--Acts 10 :34 "Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, 

Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons ." 

Not of your 
--Titus 1:16 "They profess that they know God; but in 

works they deny him, being abominable , and disobedient , 
and unto every good work reprobate ." 

of your faith -
--Eph . "For by grace are ye saved through faith ••• " 
-Rom. l :17b "The just shal l live by faith ." 
--Luke 7 : 50 "And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath 

saved thee ; go i n peace ." 

I I I . b;opmmcement 
- -vs . "thy sins are forgiven" 
1 . Which is persona - 11thy11 -

Salvat i oh i s a personal matter . No such t hing 
as a child up to be a Christian" 

- -Ezeki ~l (READ ) 



2. meets your deepest need 
--11sins11 

--ILLUS ; Notice that X judged this to be 
a deeper need than 'Z/·;/1:;· 

Which is immediat e 
--"are" 

Challenge 
"This man blasphemeth" 

1. Which uestions Christ's abilit to save , 
man11 ""n"'~,..._..~f, - '' 

comes spiritual blindness 
5 "For which is easier, to Thy .fil:ll§. are for

given thee; or to say, Arise, and 
These men spiritual perception. 

Which demands outward changes 

The world can not see spiritual changes , but 
it Sill see outward changes which result from sp . changi 

V. 
--vss. 6-7 "But that ye may 

1 . demonstrates authority to forgive 
--vs. 6b "that the Son of man hath power on earth to 

forgive si ns." 
2. is external and 74~ 

--vs. 6c II Arise, take up they bed, and go unto t hine hou: 
Doris Warner; Commun. overth..rowing our govt . 

Which-results from obedience to Christ' 
--vs • 'J (.i:aad ) 

who went AWOL 

vr. Impression 
-vs. "When the multitudes it ••• 11 

1 . amazement 

" I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus •••• " 
2. brings glory to God 

--"Glorified God" 

_,,CJ..J._Y. Christ stands ready to forgive your sins and make you 
Child of God if you will but present yourself to him • 

r faith and renounce "Thy sins for given 



DRAMA OF SALVATION 

USED: Tabernacle , Gainesville , 8/12/56 (XXX) ; 
Calvary, Gainesville , 10/17/56 (XXX) ; 
Southside, Palestine, 11/6/60 (XXX) ; 
First , Chickasha , 9/3/61 ) 
First, San Angelo, 8-25-74 P .M. f 

8 

.. 

Jerold R. McBride 



vvnat Kemove Her 
ta great parliament of religions, held 

at Chicago many years ago, practically 
every known religion was represented, 
and many were the learned discourses 
delivered. 

During one session, Dr. ose of 
Boston, suddenly rose and said : "Gentle
men, I beg to introduce to you a woman 
with a great sorrow. Bloodstains are on 
her hands, and nothing she has tried will 
remove them. The blood is that of murder, 

nothing will take away the stain. She 
h as been driven to desperation in her dis
tress. Is there anything in your religion 
that will remove her sin and give her 
peace?" A hush fell upon the gathering as 
the speaker turned from one to anothet· 
for an answer. Not one of the company 
replied. 

Raising his eyes heavenwards, Dr. 
Cook then cried out, will ask another 
question. John. can you tell this woman 
how to get rid of her awful sin?" The 
great preacher awaited, as if listening for 
a reply. Suddenly he cried, "Listen, John 
speaks: 'The blood of Jesus Christ, His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin' (1 John 
1:7)." 

Not a soul broke the silence; the repre
sen ta ti ves of Eastern religions and 
Western cults sa t dumb. In the face of 
human need, they were without message 
of hope. The Gospel of Jesus Christ alone 
could meet the need. The sin of the race 

nf 



Under Niagara's Waters ~~--t Niagara, the American Falls take! 
its dizzy leap over a precipice of 160 feet 
Between the face of that precipice and 
great overleaping sheet of water, 
forms the fall , there is a vacant 
called the Cave of the Winds. The 
robe you from head to feet in rubber 
ments and go before you to lead the way 
You followslowly and cautiously as 
make their way literally under the fall 
Finally you reach your stopping point 
There, as you stand, thousands of 
water are rushing over that precipice. 
with a thunderous roar and blindin~ 
splash of spray and mist. 

If you were down there where it 
you would be crushed to death in an ins
tant by its savage impact. But though you 
stand in a spot of great seeming peril, you 
are perfectly safe; for this great veil 
watery death passes over you and 

on the jagged rocks beneath. Yo 
are safe because you are a 
man. It is a picture of the redemptio 

in for 



5402 Half Century 3 Things ' 
. L. Moody told: old man got 

in one of our meetings and said. 'I 
been forty-two years learning 
things.' I pricked up my ears at that. 
thought if I could find out in 
minutes what a man had taken forty-twc 
years to.learn. I should like to do it. 
first thing he said he had learned was tha· 

do nothing toward his owr 
salvation. 'Well.' I said to myself. 'that 
worth The second thing 
found out God did not 
him to do anything. Well, that was 

out, too. And the third thing wai 
Lord Jesus Christ had done it all 

that salvation was finished, and that all 
had to do was to take it. Dear friends, le 
us learn this lesson. Let us give up strug 
gling and striving, and accept salvation 



tJ;J~J7 Only Two Ke11g10ns 
While presenting the Gospel on the 

of a California city, we were often 
inte rrupted about fo llows : "Look here. 

There are hundreds of religions in this 
country, and the follo wers of each sect 
think theirs the only right one. How can 
poor plain men like us find out what rea l
ly is the truth?" We generally' replied 
something lik e this : " Hundreds of 
religions , you say? That's strange; I've 
heard of only two.," "Oh. but you sure ly 

there are more than that?" 
"Not at all. sir. I find . I admit. many 

of difference in the opinions of 
those comprising the two great schools: 

after all there hut t,vo. The one 
all who bv doing : 

he other, all who have been saved 
don e, So you see the whole 

1uestion is very simple. Can \ ' OU 

ra11cself. must be 
mother? If you can be own savior. 

do not need my m essage. If you can 
1ot, you may listen to 



5405 Too Late To Do It 
of ~young inan 

went td?r'minister in great distress 
about his spiritual state. He 

can you tell me what I must 
do to find peace?" 

The minister replied. "Young man. you 
are too late." 

said the young man. "You don't 
mean to say I am too late to be saved?" 

"Oh, no," was the reply, "but you are 
too late to dp something. Jesus did 
~-t b.e ye_,1 1:_ 

1 

•-U, 'vi, • 



The General's Experiment 

On a train, two friends from Civil 
days sat talking. Both men, a 

general and a colonel, were professed 
infidels. Soon their conversation moved 
to the place of Jesus in religion. 

"I think it's a shame that the his
torical Jesus has become so encrusted 
with supernatural superstition," one 
said. They debunking var
ious gospel miracles is legends and 
myths. Finally the _general suggested, 
"Someone ought to write a novel 
about real Jesus." 

a good retorted the 
colonel. "General, you should do it. 
You could Jesus as He really 
was: a .wonderful man, hut ·nothing 
more." 

"I'll do it," the general said. 
He began careful research on the 

life of Christ, intending to prove that 
was only man and not divine. 

The book finally written and 
published. was, "A Tale 

It became a best seller and 
today over two million have 
been sold. A movie of the book has 
proven to be one of 
motion pictures of all time. 

The name of the book movie: 
The · author: General Lew 

,Wallace. The colonel who challenged 
him to write the book: Colonel 

Agnostic : ' 
And footnote to histor : ii 



Police chief of 
that "when any

a com lete reversal of character 
from one week to the next there is some
thing wrong with him." The man he has 

mind is officer 25, 
foul-mouthed boozer who 

converted while vacationing in Califor
nia. 

Trevithick came back to work with a 
esus-talk for s eech

No profanity. No 
booze. 

Wolford him for alleged 
of and "failure to 

erform duties." But Civil 
Service Commission reinstated him, 
scolding the city for improperly 
reports of his mental condition. 

The commission then ordered a new 
brief suspension, saying the policeman 
should have obeyed an order not to 
the Bible while on duty. 

Trevithick concedes he may have beer 
a little too zealous on the job. 



Evidence Of A Rotten Film 
A massive effort from various 

sections of the country is 
under way to block the showing of 
Universal Pictures' film, "The 
Last Temptation of Christ." Glenn A. Brown 

Although few have seen even 
the early, rough cut of the film, a groundswell of protests 
has been growing based on several sources of information 
about it. Among them are, 1) a "bootleg" copy of one of 
the early scripts of the movie, 2) the novel, by the same 
name, from which the screenplay was adapted, and 3) the 
testimony of Tim Penland, a film marketing expert, who 
is a Christian, who resigned from Universal when he saw 
the direction the movie was taking. 

What about those who have seen an early cut of the film? 
Carrie Rickey, of Knight-Ridder Service, (Tulsa World, 
Aug. 4) saw the movie and defends it as having artistic merit. 
I do not agree with her conclusions, but she made a very 
significant statement in saying, "At issue: that Scorsese's 
film is a character study of Jesus which does not depict him 
as a divinity, but as a man struggling to achieve his divini
ty." She goes on to say, "Admittedly, this does not corres
pond to the beliefs of some Christian orthodox for whom 
pre-ordination is key." This, in my opinion, clearly reveals 
the false premise of the film, the seedbed from which a 
blasphemous portrayal of Christ arises. 

Christ was not a sinner struggling to become a god, he 
was God in flesh revealing the Father and completing the 
plan for man's redemption. 

Tulsa World, (Aug. 4), as saying he saw the film and it was 
"truly horrible, completely deranged." On Aug. 2, Zeffirelli 
announced his protest of "The Last Temptation of Christ" 
being included in the Venice Film Festival by withdrawing 
his own new movie, "The Young Toscanini." 

The National Office for Entertainment of the Christian 
Democratic Party in Rome has asked festival officials to 
remove the film. 

Bishop Bosco, who saw the rough cut of the film on July 
12, is quoted in the Aug. 7 issue of The Sooner Catholic 
as saying ''the film contains much blood and violence, sex
ual scenes and various plot developments which Christians 
will find offensive.'' Another of their stories quotes Ziffirelli 
as saying, "this film is like a radioactive object: Its con
tamination cannot be cured." 

I'm sure Universal is enjoying the uproar in anticipa
tion of greater ticket sales. It may even try to clean it up 
to make it a bit more palatable, cash in on curiosity and 
make its opponents look foolish for all the protests. But 
given the basic premise of this film, it cannot be anything 
but offensive to Bible believers, no matter how much they 
clean it up. 

At the end of last week, our convention's Executive 
Director, Dr. Bill Tanner, sent a letter to state pastors and 
directors of missions giving them needed information and 
urging them to involve their people in protesting the show
ing of the film. And, further, if Universal is unresponsive, 
the letter asks Baptists to consider a boycott of MCA, the 
_.,.._,..._,,._ T 
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First Baptist Church, Ponca City, Oklahoma 74601 

FROM 
THE 

PASTOR 
One of the questions often asked 
is, "Should we applaud in church?" 
Paul Clark, Minister of Music of 
Metropolitan Baptist Church, Wichita, 
Kansas, answered the question for 
his congregation, I thought you would 
enjoy reading it. 

TO APPLAUD OR NOT TO APPLAUD 

0 L 7 

r ut 
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August 11, 1988 

Stephen E. Earle, Pastor Edition of The Baptist Messenger 

IMPORTANT! 
PARENT MEETING SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 

FOLLOWING EVENING SERVICE 

Depart: 

Return: 

Monday, August 15 
11:30 a.m. 
Eat before you come! 
Thursday, August 18 
12:15 p.m. 

Swimming: In the lake - bring old tennis 
shoes life jacket if available. 
your name on everything. 

I was eating lunch recenUy with music 
ministers from across our stale convention and 
the subject of applause In worship services came 
up. The lively conversation reminded me of what 

Wednesday: 6th graders will be brought back to register for Junior High. 
Meet parents by church at 10:00 a.m. Contact Karen if you need this service, 

dHemma for _u_s~ a_t_~------~~~--


