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AUTHENTIC CHRISTIANITY 
WHAT THE AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN CHOOSES 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 7, Pew Bib le p. 838 

INTRO: "Authenti c~' is defined by Webster as "that which can be 
believed or accepted. That wh ich is trustworthy, reliable, 
genuine, real." 

Wel--l that is what Christ is talking about in His sermon on 
the mount--"Authentic Christianity!" 

n Matthew chapteL 5 Christ tells us what the authentic 
Christian IS. This i s basic, this is foundational for i t deals 
with the very character of a p erson! Out of this all else comes. 

n Gha te~ 6 Christ tells us what the authentic Christian 
DOES. For what one IS expresses itself in what one DOES. 

Now in chapter 1 Christ tells us what the authentic 
Christian CHOOSES. Life is full with all kinds of choices. And 
the choices we make identify us as "authentic" or "fraudulent." 

.__,~ 1~·s:::-.2assa e Christ list=-__ choices the authentic 
Christian will make. You may judge the authenticity of your 
Christianity by these choices. 

I. 

The Authentic Christian Chooses: 

TOWARD OTHERS 

Respect for others is an indicat i on o f our own 
sel f -respect. But the lack of self-respect, however 
well hidden, will always express itself in judging 
others! 

1. Because Of The Jeopardy of Judgment 
-- ss. 1-2 ReaaJ 
--NOTE: Dr. Hoyt Ford--Judging Reveals (1) something 

you have done, (2) something you would like to do, 
and (3) something you fear you may do. 

--.EXEGESIS: "Judge" = "Condemn" 
--NOTE: - One's judgment of others determines his own 

judgment. Thus we are not to judge another 
harshly. If we wore his shoes, they might make us 
unstable, too! The old motto is right, "There is 
so much good in the worst of us, and so much bad in 
the best of us, that it behooves none of us to say 
anything evil about the rest of us." (Eddleman, p. 
122) 

When we deny mercy to others, we deny it to 
ourselves. In contrast to this spirit, Christ 
teaches in the first part of this sermon, "Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." f>.A -IJ..t f/i'p SldR.,,. 

2. Because Of The Presence Of Problems 
/ --iVSS. 3-5 
--NOTE: This reveals something of Jesus' humor. 

Although we never read of Jesus laughing, it i s 



impossible to think that One whose joy in life was 
so complete did not laugh freely with His 
disciples. But there are indications of His humor 
in various statements, such as the picture of a 
person with a beam in his eye trying to pick a 
speck of sawdust out of his brother's eye. 

Or again, when He described scribes and 
Pharisees as straining a gnat out of their tea but 
swallowing a camel--head, tail, and all! The 
illustra.tion · this pass.a._ge WShow ridicul:-o_u_s-.1·-·- -
is for us to judge others with the presence of so 
many problems in our own lives. (Ogilvie, p. 96) 

--APPLY: It is not a matter of speck or log. Both 
must be removed, but the log first. Only after one 
has known the shame or agony of coming under 
judgment and of having the log removed from his own 
eye will he understand the need and the feeling of 
the brother. Only then can he see clearly to take 
the speck from his brother's eye. 

II. TO BE DISCRETE 
/-- atthew 7: 6 
--NOTE: This is an extraordinary statement and one which 

comes with a great shock of surprise to people. Here 
our Lord has been telling us in the most solemn manner 
not to judge. Then suddenly He says, 'Give not that 
which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your 
pearls before swine.~ It seems inconqruous; it seems to 
come as an entire c2ntradiction of all that we have 
been considering until we listen closely. (Lloyd
Jones, p. 183) 

This is what He is saying, - ·=·":-~~~~-=~-~- 
'ud~ent is to oe shunned . 
not. " 

--NOTE: If you read the four Gospels you will see that 
Christ does not handle any two people in exactly the 
same way. Take His way of handling NaEhanae1, and 
Nicodemu~ , and the woman of Samaria. At once you see 
some differences. But look at the ~ramen ous 
d ifference in His manner when He was confronting the 
Pharisees and when He was confronting the puhlicans and 
sinne~s. (Lloyd-Jones, pp. 185-186) 

--Matthew 26:62-63a "Then the high priest said to Him, 
'Have you no answer to make? What do you say to the 
evidence they bring against you?' But Jesus kept 
silent." 

--NOTE: Jesus recognized there were times when there was 
no opening for the gospel. 

--APPLY: There are times when we make a mistake to offer 
certain truths to certain people. Yet, we must not 
give up on them. 

We must~ for them, we must love them, we must 
live before them until something happens in their 
hearts that will make them responsive to the Gospel. 
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Until then, we are to be discrete in how and with 
whom we share the gospel. What are we to do when we 
encounter opposition and cannot penetrate the hearts of 
men? Christ tells us in vss. 7-11. 

--NOTE: The disciples were taught to pray. They learned 
the only way to reach others is to trust God and ray . 

Judgment and forgiveness are always in the han s of 
God. He closes and He opens. But the disciples must 
trust God. They must ask, they must seek and knock, 
and then God will hear them. Their anxiety and concern 
for others must drive them to their knees. 

B nhoeffer, p. 161) 
--lfOTE: 

--\/S,,1 Christ suggest 3 steps· 
( [l) 'ASK:" . implies a sense of need and an 

admission of helplessness, like a blind man who 
begs because he has nothing to offer in return 

B. means to apply to a person 
. is to be definite (Phil. 4:6~ "Let 

your requests be made known unto God." 
(2 "SEEK" means "asking plus effort." i.e. "G've 

us this day our daily bread" does not mean we 
expect God to rain down manna from heaven. 
Rather this means, "Give us the opportunity to 
earn our bread." 

(3) "KNOCK" is "asking, plus effort, plus 
persistence." (Charles Allen, The Sermon on the 
Mount) 

--:vs. 8 Promises that as our trust in God is expressed 
through asking, and ~ king, and knocking, God will 
meet our needs. 

Then Christ assures us that God will honor such 
trust in verses 9-11. 

--:vss. 9-10 ( eaa] 
--NOTE: The questions are couched in language which 

expects a negative answer to the absurd idea of an 
earthly father giving his son a stone for bread. 

The discussion then is not whether God will answer 
prayer but whether he wi ll exercise good judgment in 
the answering. If the earthly father is not so devoid 
of intelligence as to make a mistake of offering a 
stone instead of bread and is not so brutal as to play 
pranks on his son by giving him a serpent instead of a 
fish, unight-y God wil do even better (Eddleman, p. 
131) 

--vs. 11 (Reaa 
--1Bridge: So t:he Authentic Christian Chooses: 

1. t O Be Generous Toward Others 
2. To Be Discrete With The Gospel 
3. To Trust God with his needs, and 
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IV. TO PRACTICE THE GOLDEN RULE 

rule demonstrates the 
reciprocating--what you put out is 

the tide go 

wants from 

] . We Want Others to ![;l~e Us--Therefore we must like 
others 

2 We Want Others to ove rlook our Faul~s & Forgive our 
Failu~es--Therefore we must overlook the faults and 
forgive the failures of others 

3. We Want Others to Apprecia e u~--Therefore we must 
express our appreciation to others 

-- s. 12b "For this is the law and the prophets"--"This 
is the fulfillment of God's will revealed in the Old 
Testament. 

--Bridge: The authentic Christian chooses to practice 
the golden rule. This choice relates to others. The 
next choice relates to ones self. 

V. TO ENTER THE 11NARROW GATE" 
--Matthew 7:13-14 
--NOTE: Life is made up of decisions, for the authentic 

Christian ~ne mos~ c rucial aecisio was made when he 
became a disciple of Jesus Christ. But that is not the 

inar aecisionr one keeps making decisions that are 
consistent with this commitment to discipleship. 

Conversion to Christ is a change of direction but 
following conversion, we still need to decide at which 
level we will live our lives. We will live either at a 
level of magnanimity or at a level of mediocrity. 
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Describing the latter, Peter Marshall said, "We are 
like people all suited out in deep-sea diving gear 
marching bravely to pull out plugs in bath tubs." 
(Ogilvie, pp. 99-100) 

The authentic Christian chooses to go deeper in his 
walk with Christ. 

--ILLUS: Jesus said, "I am come that (you] might have 
life, and ... have it more abundantly" (John 10:10, 
KJV). But the abundant life is not without discipline. 

one only achieves abundance by the disciplines 
that condition it. tBishop Fulton Sheen said, "The 
difference between a river and a swamp is that the 
river has borders and the swamp has none." To have the 
freedom of playing a piano one must go through the 
discipline of achievement. 

The gate is narrow i n that it is demanding, for it 
requires faith, discipl i ne, and integrity. The 
resulting character is that of an authentic Christian. 

The broad road, in contrast, has no boundaries, no 
demands of loyalty, no i ntegrity, no discipline and no 
character. (Ogilive, p . 100) 

--NOTE: The use of "many" (tvs. 13) and ":few" (vs. 14) 
implies that the great majority do not choose to enter 
the "narrow gate." They do not choose to follow 
Christ. 

But the authentic Christian is not swayed by the 
choice of the masses, he chooses to enter the "narrow 
gate 11 --that leads to life- -real life! 

VI. TO DISCERN TRUTH FROM FALSEHOOD 
--Matthew 7: 15-23 vs I s lf•--tl/ 
- NOTE: The authentic Christian is not led easily. He 

discerns truth from fal s ehood, however popular 
falsehood may be or how beautifully it may be clothed. 

The authentic Christian does not follow every new 
theological fad. 

--VSIS "Sheep 1 s clothing" is a figure showing that pseudo 
prophets will appear harmless and righteous while 
actually they are "ravening" (devouring and tearing) 
wolves. 

PAVl. EC.HOS 7HI5 :tlV-, 2 cor. 11: 14-15 (ASV) , "And no marvel; for even 
Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of light. It is 
no great thing therefore if his ministers also fashion 
themselves as ministers of righteousness; whose end 
shall be according to their works." 

Some church members never get excited over the full 
orbed truth of God's Word but do get taken in by some 
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"ism" and try to move hea en and earth in promotin 
(Eddleman, p. 139) 1 e 11t..-t04- .,v,. ;~~ ~., 

But not the authentic Christian. He discerns 
truth from falsehood. And how does he do this? 

The Product of Their Piety 

Does the ministry produce honest, 
compassionate, righteous, kind people? Then trust 
it. 

Does it inspire bickering, divisiveness, and 
strife? 

It does not require a detective to recqgnize 
unscriptural religious leaders. 

- IIQD: Verses 1-s forbids us from being "Judges" but 
v e rse 15-20 commands us to be "Fruit Inspectors." 

2 . By Observing The Sincerity Of Their Profession 
--vss. 21-23 
- -{!OTE : The a u t h e ntic Christian is not taken by what 

one p rofesses. He wa its to see how one PROl>CIGES. 
- ~ILLUS: A preacher f r om an eastern state shocked 

conservative Christians a few years ago with a 
sermon on the subject , "The Peril of Worshiping 
Jesus.i: It is perilous to worship him "Lord, Lord," 
and then deny his pri nciples of honesty, purity, and 
right, and Christian service. (Eddleman, p. 140) 
___II!: I a Ke see a on than hear one any day! 
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I'd rather one should walk with me than merely tell 
the way. 

mc~--e= e•s a bette r P. a· and more willing than the 

done; 
I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too 

fast may run, 
- -n-d~ t~he lece ure ou del i ver. may be very wise and true, 
But I'd rather g e t my lesson by observing what you do; 
F r 'ght i s u nd e r s t a nd ¥ OU and the high advice you 

give, 
But there's no mi sunderstanding how you act and how 

you live. 

VII. TO ACT ON THE WORD OF GOD 
- - Matthew 7 :2 4-2 7 (NAS) vs. 24 "Therefore every one who hear5 

these words of Mine, and t s upon them, may be compared 
to a wise man, who built his ouse upon the rock." 

--vs. 25 "And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet it 
did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock." 
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26 "And every one who hears these words of Mine, and 
does not cf upon liem, will be like a foolish man, who 
built his house upon the sand." 

--NOTE: A good sermon marches; it moves to a goal; it is 
going somewhere. As we listen to a message we are called 
to act by its conclusions. Jesus was a good speaker. His 
sermon moved to a conclusion that called for action. The 
choice is now with the hearers; having heard, they will or 
they will not act on His word. (Ogilvie, p. 104) 

The authentic Christian chooses to act on the Word of 
God! 

--NOTE: Read slowly the accounts of the two houses, noting 
particularly the perfect parallelism between them. 
Exactly alike in every detail save two: the foundation and 
the end. That built on the rock of obedience was safe 
forever. The one built on sand went down in calamity. 
Jesus did not gloss over the tragic aspect. The last six 
words in this sermon are, "and great was the fall thereof" 
(vs. 27). 

Jesus did not end on a "sweet note" but with a solemn 
warning not only to hear " these words of mine" but also to 
act on them. Mary said to the servants at the wedding 
feast, "Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it" (JJohn 2:5 
ASV). (Eddleman, p. 143) 

"Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). 

Goa. To 

for 




