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flt::. PRAYER 
3 T~.- t:' '1 a.-» . ' • -I 

PR~ 'f t: f? F'gf1. OT!J. F R.f_ 
MATTHEW 7:7-12 

I. A Pattern - verse 7 

II. A Promise - verse 8 

III. A Proof - verses 9-11 

IV. A Practic e - verse 12 

7 f Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you : 

8 For every one that asketh receiv
eth ; and he that seeketh findeth ; · 
and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened 

9 Or what man is there of you, 
whom if his son ask bread, will he 
give him a stone 1 

10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give 
him a serpent ? 

11 If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give good things 
to th~ ~ at ask him? · 
1C;Jore>all things wh~ ver 

ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them : for this is 
the law and the prophets. 



.:,armI L.ennaer, Kenya 
Rosalee Appleby, Brazil 
Sue Benedict, Japan 
Roy Desilvey, Jr., Texas 
R. B. Harris, Mississippi 
Ymogene McNealy, South Brazil 

IN THE 

HOSPITAL 

SHANNON 

316 William L. Palmer 
370 Mary M. Jacoby 
372 Odell Green 
405 Angie Young Feuay & Baby Girl 
447 Gene Ueckert 
464 Doyle Lane 
566 Esther Blevins 
604 Bill Roberts 
622 Bobbie Burke 
624 Bryan James 

COMMUNITY 

301 Helen Flanagan 
31 4 Ern e stine We aver 

AUDIE L. MURPHY V.A. HOSPITAL 

Lawrence Moore (San Antonio) 

PR.AYER. 

REQUESTS 



What man is there, who, if his son will ask him for 
bread, will give him a stone? Or, if he will ask for a 
fish, will he give him a serpent? If, then, you, who are 
grudging, know how to give g~od gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
things to them that ask Him? 

ANY man who prays is bound to want to know to what kina 
of God he is praying. He wants to know in what kind of 
atmosphere his prayers will be heard. 1 s he praying to a 

in d out of whom every gift has to be squeezed 
and coerced. s he prayin to a c d whose gifts 
may well be double-edged she praying to a God wb.Qse 
~i'U.."-'-iL.i2l~~ ~ hat He is more ready to give than we are 
to ask? 

Jesus came from a nation which loved praye.... Tile 
Jewish Rabbis said the loveliest things about prayer. 
" God is as near to His creatures as the ear to the mouth." 
"Human beings can hardly hear two people talking at 
once, but God, if all the world calls to Him at the one time, 
hears their cry." "A man is annoyed by being worried by 
the requests of his friends, but with God, all the time a man 
puts his needs and requests before Him, God loves him 
all the more." Jesus had been brought up to love prayer; 
and in this passag He ives u the C ristia~ arte 5of ·--'~ 

,s ''-a ,-,..,,le t!'jv,sf; -----'""-:--..'.I_ R:,t, btlfCII• 

I ~ e • An ,+.,su.ttr . ' AINk ·~ - o PE lfl~IVr;. J)(JIA. "F o. ~ 
· esus' argument very simp e. ne of the Jewish 

Rabbis asked, " Is there a man who ever hates his son? " 
Jesus' argument is that no father ever refused the request 
of his son; and God the great Father will never refuse the 
e u _C" His chil ren. p ~ - vs . 

.....,-r,~ f. esus' examples are carefully chosen. He takes three 
W..: f xamples, for · Luke adds a third to the two Matthew gives. 

- 1 If a son asks rea will his father give him a stone? If a 
will his father give him a serpent? If a son 

asks an will his father give him a scorpion? (Luke 
II: 12). The point is that in each case the two things 
cited bear a close resemblance. e lit e, round, limestone 
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stones on the seashore were exactly the shape and the 
colour of little loaves. If a son asks bread will his father 
mock him by offering him a stone..,_ which looks like bread 
but which is impossible to eat? r ir a son asks a fish, will 
his father give him a serpent? Almost certainly the serpent 
is an eel. According to the Jewish food laws an eel could 
not be eaten, because an eel was an unclean fish. "Whatso
ever has no fins or scales in the water, that is an abomin
ation unto you " ~ -.£. I: 12). That regulation ruled 
out the eel as an article of diet. If a son asks for a fish, will 
his father indeed give him a fish, but a fish which it is 
forbidden to eat, and which is useless to eat? Would a 
father mock his son's hunger like th~ If the son asks 
for an egg. will his father give him a scorpion? The ~~orpion 
is a dangerous little animal. In action it is rather like a 
small lobster, with claws with which it clutches its victim. 
Its sting is in its tail, and it brings its tail up over its back 
to strike ;ts victim. The st ing can be exceedi11gly painful, 
and sometimes even fatal. When the scorpion is at rest 
its claws and tail are fo:ded in, and there is a pale kind of 
scorpion, which, wl,en folded up, would lool< exactly like 
an egg. If a son asks for an egg, will his father mock him 
~nnding him a biting scorpion? 
) God ill ncY-e._r re e our prayers; ana God wiIJ never 
mock our prayl'rs. The Greeks had their stories about the 
gods who answered men's prayers, but the answer was an 
answer with a barb in it, a double-edged gift. ra, the X 
goddess of the dawn, fell in love with ....,.-...,--~- a mort~l 
you~h. so the Greek story ran. s, the king of the gods, 
offered her any gift that she might choose tor her mortal 
lover. Aurora very naturally chose that Tithonus might 
live for ever; but she had forgotten to ask rhat Tithonus 
might remain for ever young; and so Tithonu::. grew older 
and older and Oider, and could never die, and the gift 
became a curse. 

There is a lesson here; God will ah\lays answer our 
prayers; but He will answer them in His way. and His way 
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will be the way of perfect wis m and of erf ect love. 
Often if He answered our prayers as we at the moment 
desire, it would be the worst thing possible for us, for in 
our ignorance we often ask for gifts which would be our 
ruin. This saying of Jesus tells us, not only that God will 
answer, but that God will answer in wisdom and in love. ' 

But although this is the charter of prayer. it lays ·ertain 
obligations upon us. In Greek there are two kinds of im
perative; there is the aorist imperative which issues one 
definite command. "Shut the door behind you," would 
be an aorist imperative. There is the present imperative 
which issues a command that a man should always do 
something or should go on doing something. "Always 
sh~t doors behind you," would be a present imperative.£! 
The imperatives here are present imperatives; therefore ~ 
Jesus is saying. " Go on asking; go on seeking; go on ~-{
knocking." He is telling us to persist in prayer; He is -C-
telling us never to be discouraged in prayer. !early therein 
lies the test of our sin_cerity. Do we really want a thing? 
Is a thing such that we can bring it repeatedly into the 
presence of God, for tne biggest test of any desire is: Can 
I pray about it. Jesus here lays down the twin facts that 
God will always nswer our prayers in His way. in wisdom 
and in love; a that we must bring to God an undis
couraged life of prayer, which tests .the rightness of the 
things we pray r a11d which tests our own s · cerity in 

•I ,d ~ F: ,, Je I! ti V-, J' 
asking for them, ---,1- ,, ~,, - .,\,u~II . s~ ... k - ..A"'.,....-, - _ .... _ .. - frn, . J.y 

"kn,~k" - ~l'fl4 /t ' 

So, then, all the things which you wish that men 
should do to you, so do you too do to them; for this 
is the Law and the prophets. 

1s is very probably the most universally famous thing 
that Jesus ever said. With this commandment the Sermon 
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on the Mount reaches its summit and its peak. This saying 
of Jesus has been called " the capstone of the whole dis
course." This saying is the topmost peak of social ethics, 
and the Everest of all ethical teaching. 

[t ·s possiole to quote rabbinic parallels for almost every
thing that Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount; but there 
is no real parallel to this saying. This is something which 
had never been said before. It is new teaching, and a new 
view of life and of life's obligations. ' 
flt is not difficult to find many parallels to this saying in 

its negative fogµd As we have seen, there were two most 
famous Jewish teac s. There was Shammai who was 
famous for his stern an · igid austerity; there was Hillel 
who was famous for his swe graciousness. The Jews had 
a story like this: " A heathen , ame to Shammai and said, 
' I am prepared to be received~ a proselyte on the con
dition that you teach me the whole\J.,aw while I am standing 
on one leg.' Shammai drove him \ avi.~a wit a foot-rule 
which he had in his hand. He went\ -~-____ .:. - -
him as a proselyte. He said to him ' hat is hateful to 
yourself, do to no oth';!i.Jthat is the whole L_<:tw, and the rest ~ 
is commentary. Go and learn.'" There is the Golden ·/' 
Rule in its negative form. In the Book of Tobit there is a 
passage in which the aged Tobias teaches his son all that is 
necessary for life. One of his maxims is: "What thou 
thyself hatest, to no man do " (Tobit 4: 16). There is a 
Jewish work called The Letter to Aristeas, which purports 
to be an account of the Jewish scholars who went to 
Alexandria to translate the Hebrew scriptures into Greek, 
and who produced the Septuagint. The Egyptian king 
gave them a banquet at which he asked them certain 
difficult questions. " \Vhat is the teaching of wisdom? " 
he asked. A Jewish scholar answered, " As you wish that 
no evil should befall you, but to be a partaker of all good 
things, so you should act on the same principle towards 
your subjects and offenders, and you should mildly ad
monish the noble and the good. For God draws all men 
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unto Himself by his benignity " (The Letter to Aristeas 207). 
Rabbi Eliezer came nearer t o Jesus' way of putting it when 
he said, " Let the honour of thy friend be as dear unto 
thee as thine own." The Psalmist again had the negative 
form when he said that only the man who does no evil to 
his neighbour can approach God (Psalm rs: 3). It is not 
difficult to find this rule in Jewish teaching in its negative 
form; but there is no parallel to the positive form in which 
Jesus put it. 

The same is true of the teaching of other religions. The 
negative form is one of the basic principles of Confucius. 
Tsze-Kung asked him, " Is there one word wjlich may 
serve as a rule of practice for all one's life? "{r,.Conrucius 
said~ Is not reciprocity such a word ?C:'.tvhat you do not 
want done to yourselr,d()n"ordo-to~l s.3 

/ 

There are certain beautiful lines in the Buddhist Hymns 
of the Faith which come very near the Christian teaching: 

" All men tremble at the rod, all men fear death; 
Putting oneself in the place of others, kill not, nor 

cause to kill. 
All men tremble at the rod, unto all men life is dear; 

u .~ Doing as one would be done py, kill not nor caus. e to °"~~ kill." V, 
t,F,'~h the Greeks and the Romans it is the same~ er. 

crate~ sls how King Nicocles advised his subordinate 
officials: Do not do to others the things which make you 
angry w en you experience them at the hands of other 
peopl~.'~ Epictetus condemned slavery on the principle: 
"What ,you avoid suffering yourselves, seek not to inflict 
upon otfiers." The Stoics had as one of their basic maxims: 
' What I you do not wish to be done to you, do not do to 
anyonei else." And it is told that the Emperor Alexander 
Sever~ had that sentence engraved upon the walls of his 
palac<What he might never forget it as a rule of life. 
\ln its negative form this rule is in fact the basis of all 

ethical teaching, but one but Jesus ever put it in its 
positive form. any; = =--= ""'-'= Qt <lo to 
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THE GOLDEN RULE OF JESUS 

Mait11ew 7: . { 2 (continued) 
I 

LET us see just how the positive form of the golden rule 
differs from the negative form; and let us see just how 

I 

much µiore Jesus was demanding than any teacher had 
ever ~911anded before. 
/) .. Vhen this rule is put in its negative fo'!JE/ when we are 

told that we must refrain from doin~o Ofhers that which 
we would not wish them to do to usJit is ~tan essentially 
religious rule at all. It is simply a common-sense statement 
without which no social intercourse at all would be possib~ 
Sir Thomas Browne once said, "We are beholden /o every 
man we meet that he doth not kill us." In a se9se that is 
true but, if we could not assume that the condu'ct and the 
behaviour of other people to us would cont6rm to the 
accepted standards of civilized life, then ljfe would be 
intolerable. The negative form of the golden/ rule is not in 
any sense an extra; it is something without which life 
could not go on at all. f,, 
~urther, the negative form of the rule involves nothing 

more than not · certain things; it means refrainin 
from certain actions. It is never very difficult not to do 
thin~li.':hat we must not do injury to other people is not 
~pe~y religious principle; it is rather a lega• principle. 
pt is the kind of principle that could well be kept by _a man 
who has no belief and no interest in religion at all. A man~ 
might for ever refrain from doing any injury to any one 
else, and yet be a quite useless citizen to his t'ellow-meu.J -·7 -
A man could satisfy the negative form of the rule by simple 
inaction; if he onsistently did nothing ht> would never 
break it. And a goodness which consists m doing nothing 
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would be a contradiction of everything that Christian 
goodness means. 
(when this ~I~ -~ut positiv~ when we are told that 

we must ac{)yely do to others what we would have them 
do to us,fa new principle enters into life, and a new attitude 
to our fellow-men. It is one thing to say, " I must not 
injure peop · I must not do to them what I would object 
to their doing to me. That, the law can compel us to do. 
It is quite another thing to say, " I must go out of my way 
to help other people and to be kind to them, as I would 
wish them to help and to be kind to me." That, only love 
can compel us to d2J The attitude which says, "I must do 
no harm to people," is quite different from the attitude 
,which says, " I must d<µ11Y best to help people." To take a 

-=---- - ·very simple analogy-fif a man has a fl'Wt:M car the law 
can compel him to drive it in such a way that he does not 
injure anyone else on the road, but no law can compel him 
to stop and to give a weary and a foot-sore traveller a lift 
along the road. It is quite a simple thing to refrain from 
hurting and injuring people; it is not so very difficult to 
respect their principles and their feelings; it is a far harder 
thing to make it the chosen and deliberate policy of life to 
go out of our way to be as kind to them as we would wish 
them to be to us. 

And yet it is just that new attitude which makes l~~e v/_;::--
beauti~ ~-eeld:art-qtto-tes-an-incidenTTrom- tl:'Iel'rre-
of W. H. Smith. "When Smith was at the \Var Office, 
his private secretary, Mr. Fleetwood Wilson, noticed that 
at the end of a week's work, when his chief was preparing 
to leave for Greenlands on a Saturday afternoon, he used 
to pack a despatch-box with the papers he required to 
take with him, and carry it himself on his journey. Mr. 
Wilson remarked that Mr. Smith would save himself much 
trouble, if he did as was the practice of other ministers-
leave the papers to be put in an office ' pouch ' and sent by 
post. Mr. Smith looked rather ashamed for a moment, 
and then looking up at his secretary said, ' Well, my dear 
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Wilson, · the fact is this: our postman who brings the 
letters from Henley, has plenty to carry. I watched him 
one morning coming up the approach with my heavy 
pouch in addition to his usual load, and I determined to 
save him as much as I An action like that shows 
a certain attitude to one's fellow-men. It is the attitude 
which believes that we should treat our fellow-men, not as 
the law allows, but as love demands. 

It is perfectly possible for a man of the world to observe 
the negative form of the golden rule. He could without 
very serious difficulty so discipline his life that he would 
not do to others what he did not wish them to do to him; 
but the only man who can even begin to satisfy the positive 
form of the rule is the man who the ,l,~e of Christ 

AffJ.'/ ~ ithin his heart. He willffi t fo as ~ ould wish~ 
fiiiciuE to be for;,e;, t el as would wish be helped, to '" 
~ s as ould wish to be praised, t una.erstan s • "' 

would wish to be understood. )r:Efe will never seek to avoi f. "I 1 

doing things; he will alwa,.y~k for things to do. Clearly d 

this will m~e-muchmore complicated; clearly he will 01!l' 1 , 

~h less time to spend on his own desires and his 
.j own activities, for time and time again he will have to 

,'./ 1 "'l stop what he is-doing to help someone e~e. It will be a 
· / jl ::,'fl- principle which will dominate his life at ome, in the 
' :" factory, in the bus, in the office, in the str t, in the train, 

at his games, everywhere. { He can never o it until self 
withers and dies within his heart. ['o obey this command
ment a man must become a new man with a new centre to 
his life· and if the world was composed of people who 

obey this rule, it would be a new world. 


