
SUBJECT---------------------

TEXT 

_ 

SCRIPTURE READING----------------

DELIVERIES: 

First Baptist 

Date 

5-15-77 
( 

Hour 

A.M. 

Place 

San Angelo, Texas 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

CHRTSTOLCJG 

E.F. 

CLASSIFICATION: 
X 
--EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 
--TEXTUAL 
--TOPICAL 

Results and Comments: 

(XXX***) 4 letter; 

('KXV...f-r~' 



HANDLE THE HOLY WITH CARE! 

Scripture: Matthew 7:6 

INTRO: WITHOUT QUESTION, THIS IS THE HARDEST SAY
ING OF JESUS EVER RECORDED IN SACRED SCRIPTURE! 
I MORE DIFFICULTY WITH THIS ONE VERSE THAN 
WITH ANY OTHER STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO HIM · · 

HERE IS THE ONE WHO CAME IN LOVE TO DIE FOR MEN, 
CALLING SOME OF THESE MEN AND "PIGS". 
SHOULD YOU OR I ADDRESS ANOTHER HUMAN BEING WITH 
SUCH WORDS IT WOULD BE THE HEIGHT OF INSULT AND 
OFFENSE! 

CHRIST FURTHER THESE PEOPLE ARE NOT WORTHY 
OF THE HOLY . THAT WE ARE WASTING OUR OF
FERING THEM DIVINE TRUTHS. AND THAT , IN FACT , IN 
DOING SO WE RUN RISK OF BEING ATTACKED AND 
TORN TO PIECES BY THE VERY PEOPLE WE ARE TRYING TO 
HELP. 

THIS STATEMENT APPEARS TO BE AT VARIANCE WITH 
OTHER TEACHINGS OF JESUS SUCH AS, 11 ND UNT HIM 
THAT SMITETH THEE ON THE ONE CHEEK OFFER ALSO THE 
OTHER" (LUKE 6:29a); "BLESS THEM CURSE YOU , 
DO GOOD TO THEM THAT HATE YOU AND DESPITEFULLY 
USE YOU AND PERSECUTE YOU 11 (MATT. 5:44b); and 

THAT YE BE NOT JUDGED" (MATT. 7: 1) . 
WE POSSIBLY RECONCILE THIS STATEMENT 

WITH THE OTHER TEACHINGS OF WHAT IS HE 
REALLY SAYING HERE? WHY IS SUCH A S!fOCKING COM
MAND INJECTED IN OF THE SERMON ON THE 
MOUNT? CHRIST IS SAYING , 11HANDLE THE WITH 
CARE! 11 THIS VERSE DIVIDES ITSELF INTO FOUR SEGMENTS 
--A RESTRICTION , A REASON , A RESPONSE AND A REPER
CUSSION . 

I. A RESTRICTION 
--vs. 6 "Give not that which is holy ... 11 



- -Exegesis: Thi s i s difficult saying 
of Jesus for, on the face of it , it seems to demand 
an exclusiveness which is the very reverse of the 
Christian message. It was , in fact, a saying which 
was used in a special way in the early Church. 

The early Church was an island of Christian pur
ity in a surrounding sea of gentile immorality; and it 
was always supremely liable to be infected with the 
taint of the world. It i s Ter:tullian complaint that 
the heretics allow all kinds of people, even the hea
then, into the Lord's Supper, and by so doing, 'That 
which is ho ly they cast to the dogs, and pearls 
to swine." It was not that the Church was not mis
sionary-minded; the Church in the early days was 

with the desire to win everyone; bu t e Church 
was desperately aware of the utter necessity of main
taining the purity of the faith, lest Christianity should 

assimilated to and ultimately swallowed 
up in, the surrounding sea of paganism. 

It is easy to see the immediate meaning of this 
text; but we must try to see its permanent meaning 
as well. 1 

--Note: The meaning i s locke d in the word 
"holy". And -what is holy! --The truth is holy. Christ 
must have had two forms of truth in mind when he 
speaks of being careful with the holy. First there is 

1. The Truth of the Gospel 
--Gal. speaks of "The truth of the gospel." and in 
-- 8:32 Jesus states that "the truth shall make you 

free." 
- -Note: Why then would Jesus be to handle 

the holy with care if the truth can do so much good 
for so many? 

Doesn't the ordinary churchgoer of today suppose 
that the Lord Jesus spent most of His time in preach
ing the Gospel to the unsaved; tha t He sought out 
the unchurched masses , endeavouring to arouse them 
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from their unconcern. Then turn to the first four 
books of the New Testament and see whether or not 
this was so. 

We do indeed read frequently that Christ taught 
both in the synagogue and in the temple, yet even 
there He never so much as once mentioned the of 
God to sinners--though He had much to say about the 
Father's love when He was alone with "His own." He 
frequently spoke of Hi s death unto His 
disciples, where did He ever the ataoeroe ot 
in the hearing of the multitude? spoke many things 
unto the multitudes yet the interpretation 
of them was reserved for God's elect. Our Lord was 
not Ju;apsfig,}glreq before the gaze of the vulgar crowd, 
but only in the sight of a favoured few. Nor was He 
seen by the unbelieving 

.l,,l,,Ll~ ~ ~w s e
livered in the hearing of none but believers. e never 
cast pearls before swine: even when asked Him, 
"What i s 'd not say, amt e Truth ," 
nor did H~ explain to him the way of salvation. 

But let us not be mistaken at this point. Nothing 
is made in the four Gospels the glorious 
fact that the Lord Jesus is to every poor 
sinner who feels his need of Him and that He is wil
ling and ready to heal his soul. He declined not an 
invitation to eat with publicans and sinners,, nor did 
He turn His back upon the who sought 
those he has in mind here are those who 
interest in Him, to those who oppose Him. in 

oo zed i m: i 
the Gospel to So with the Sadducees 

and lawyers who endeavoured to ensnare Him: 
but He never opened heart to 

them or gave that which was holy unto dogs! 2 
--Apply: There are always those to whom the preaching 
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of the gospel will be foolishness and who will re
spond to it s loving mess age with hate and insults . 
It is with this group that Jesus restricts our sharing 
the truth of the gospel. To disobey his restrictions 
would do more harm than good. 

2 .The Truth In General 
- -John 3:19-21 11And this i s the condemnation, that 

light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deed s were evil. For 
every one that doeth evil hateth t he light, neither 
cometh to the light, le st his deeds should be reproved. 
But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought 
in God." 

needs to be tempered with knowledge. 
is not to be bandied about 
lievers defy this Divinely imposed restriction, they 
must not be surprised at meeting with insults and in
curring the ire of those upon whom they attempt to 
force the truth. Of the Christ said, 11 et 
them alon . " (Matt 15: 14) But are not bidden to 

always to g ve an answe to every man t h t 
asketh a reason of the hope that i s in us"? Yes, when 

and then eekness and fear11 ( Peter 
3:15) and not with bombast and impudence . 3 

- -Apply: In attitude and response more than in words, 
there are t hose who say quite clearly, 11 Don 't confuse 
me with the facts, my mind is made up! 11 

When you have done your best to communicate 
the facts as you know them to be and the truth is 
neither welcomed or accepted then Christ says, 
11Handle the holy with care ! 11 - - You have done all 
any person can do and His divine restriction prohi
bits you from any further efforts to convince the re
jecting soul of the truth. He says once again. 
not that which · s holy. 11 And we hear the words from 
the lips o f David, "His mischief shall 
hi s own head and hi s violent dealing s shall 

-4-



down upon his own pate ." (Psalm 7:16) . 

II . AREASON 
--vs. 6a b II ive not that which is holy unto the dogs , 

neither ca st ye your pearl s before swine . 11 (L.B. 
"Don't give holy things to depraved 

--Note:What is the reason for this restriction ? It is 
found in the words Christ uses to de scribe those 
who refuse to accept the truth and to reverence the 

are the 11 , 11 the 
11swtn 11? Let Scripture interpret Scripture . No doubt 

Him say thi s , and he wrote, and used 
words his used. " It has happened to t hem 
according to the true The dog turning to his 
own vomit again , and the sow that had washed to 
wallowing in the mire." (II peter 2:22) 

--Apply : me n are not born with the nature of a "dog " 
or a "pig". man must choose to assume this na
ture. And what is the nature of a dog? Dogs bark 
attempting to frighten people. They bite inflicting 
hurt and even death. They expressing dislike 
and disdain ... This is a terrible nature for a human 
being to have and a worse attitude for him to display. 

.Paul is aware can plague even 
t he fellowship o f t he church . 

- -Gal. 5:15 "But if ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye do not consume one another! 11 

- -P.hil. "Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers. 11 

(L.B. "Watch out for those wicked men--dange rous 
dogs, I call them. 11 

--ILLUS : Jesus uses the analogy of to illustrate 
that their nature and sense of values are so different 
that you sting your time and God Is truths in 
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trying to deal with them. My father was brought 
up on a Colorado farm as the youngest of 11 chil-
dren. He had a pet pig . One day when his mother 
was in town and his sisters were gone he brought 
t he pig in the house, scrubbed it, put ome of 
the oldest sister's perfume on it, tied a pink bow 
around its neck and proceeded to lecture the lit
tle pig on the virtues of cleanliness. All went 
well until the pig found an outside door pa rtially 
opened. He ran through the door , out into the 
first mud hole he could find. He was in II hog heav
en" wallowing in the mud because his nature was 
not changed ... 

There are certain people who are not able to 
receive the Christian mes sage which the Church is 
so willing to give. It is quite true that there are cer

to whom it is impossible to impart truth. 
Something has to happen to them before they can be 

1 taught. 
This is in fact a universal truth. It is not to 

everyone that we can talk of everything. 
There are some people who cannot receive Chris

tian truth. It may be that their minds are shut; it 
may be that their minds are brutalised and covered 
over with a film of filth; it may be that t hey have 
hived a life which has obscured their to see 
the truth; it may be that the re constitutional mock
ers of all things holy; it may be, as sometimes hap
pens, that we and they have absolutely no common 
ground on which we can argue. A man can only under
stand what he is fit to understand. 5 
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III. A RESPONSE 
"Lest they trample them under their feet" 

- -ILL US : Jesus' s exper:ience in 8:32, 45, 
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." because I tell you the truth, 
ye believe me not. "Then answered the Jews, and 
said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samari
tan, and hast a devil? JI 

\ - -Note: Tfiere are people who will certainly be repelled , 
and perhaps stirred to furious antagonism to the gos
pel and its messengers, if they are not approached 
with discretion. It is bad to hide the treasure ·n a 
napkin; i is quite as bad to fling it down before some 
people without preparation. Jesus Himself locked 
His lips Herod, although the curious ruler 
asked many questions; and we have sometimes to re 
member that there are people who "will not hear the 
word, 11 and who must first "be won without the word." 
Heavy rains run off hard-baked earth. It must first 
be softened by a gentle drizzle. 7 . . 



The meaning here i s quite clear , and not as harsh 
as it first sounds. It simply means that there are 
some eople who do not have the training, the back 
ground, the understanding to accept the truth of God. 
Before they can hear: the gospel, something must 
happen to them within their hearts . There are some 
people so devoid of a sense of what is holy that 
they trample upon pearls. With these people it is 
useless to argue. Christians s hould learn they 
can never in unsympathetic people by arguing about 
their faith. do so is to disobey 
striction, ignore the sao s offered and to be met 
with a most unfavorable cespoo se ! 

IV. A REPERCUSSION 
--vs. 6 "And turn again and you. 11 (Williams , 

"And turn and tear you in pieces. 11 ) 

--Note: The history of the Church bears testimony 
again of this kind of repercussion to the truth. 

Acts 7:5 ! -6 (READ) 
- - JOHN THE BAPTIST: Mark 6:1 7-1 & "For Herod 

himself had sent forth and laid hold upon and 
bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother 
Philip's wife: for he had married her." "For John 
had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have 
thy brother's wife. 11 "And immediately the king sent 
an executioner, and commanded his head to be 
brought: and he went and beheaded him in the pri
son." 

--JESUS AT HIS 26:6 3-68 "But Jesus held 
his peace. And the high priest answered and said 
unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou 
tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. " 
''Je sus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless 
I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the 



clouds of heaven." "Then the high priest rent hi s 
clothes saying, He hath spoken blasphemy: what fur
ther need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have 
heard his blasphemy." "What think ye? They an
swered and said, He is guilty of death." "Then d id 
they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others 
smote him with the palms of their hands," 11 Saying, 
Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote 
thee?" 

--Phil. 1 :28-29 

CON: What · s the REMEDY? What is to be done with 
these people? Are they to be abandoned as hopeless ? 
Is the Christian message simply to be withdrawn from 
them? Christian words cannot do , a Christian 
life can often do. man may be blind and impervious 
to any Christian argument in words; he can have no 
answer to the demonstration of a Christian life. , 
Nort tt in A Modern Epiphany tells of a discussion in 
a camp of young people where representatives of many 
nations were living together. wet night the camp
ers were discussing various ways of telling people a

Christ. They turned to the girl from Africa . 
'Maria,' they asked , 'what do you do in your country?' 
'Oh,' said Maria, 'we don't have missions or give pam
phlets away. We just end one or two Christian fami
lies to live and work in a village, and when people see 
what Christians are like, then they want to be Chris
tians too. ' the end the only all-conquering argu
ment of a Christian life. . 

It is often impossible to talk to some people about 
Jesus Christ. Their insensitiveness , their moral blind
ness, t heir intellectual pride , their cynical mockery , 

\ the t arnishing film , may make the m impervious to words 
I about Christ. But it is always possible to show men 

Christ; and the of the Church lies not in lack 
of Christian arguments, but in lack of Christian lives . 
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Our cnallenge in face o Christ's warning to 
11 Handle the Holy with Care " some other words 
spoken by Christ , so 
me n , that they may see your good works , and glorify 
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VICKY - Sunday PM Power point only - no handout outline Thanks! JrmO 

HANDLE THE HOLY WITH CARE! 

Matthew 7 :6 ( copy NASB) 

>Without Question, this is the hardest saying of Jesus ever recorded in sacred 
scripture! 

I. A Restriction 
-"Give not that which is holy ... " 
1. The Truth of the Gospel 

2:14 & John 8:32 
>Christ is speaking of those who will respond with hate and insults 

2. The Truth in General 
-John 3:19-21 (copy KJV) 
> Zeal needs to be tempered with knowledge 

Il. A Reason 
-"Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before 
swine." 
-Living Bible: ''Don't give holy things to depraved men." 
>"Dogs"and "swine" are types off the grossly sensual kind of person. 

A Response 
they trample them under their feet" 

> There are some people so devoid of a sense of what is holy that they trample 
upon pearls. 

IV. A Repercussion 
-"and turn again and rend you" 
-Williams: "and tum and tear you in pieces" 
>Stephen - Acts 7:51-60 
>John the Baptist- Mark 6:17-18 & 27 
>Jesus at His trial: Matt. 26:63-68 
>Phil. 1 :28-29 ( copy NASB) 

V. The Remedy 

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may SEE your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven!" Matt. 5:16 


