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THE AUTHORITY OF JES US 

o 
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 7:28-29 P-w-~ I 

INTRO: WHY IS OUR WORLD SO MESSED UP ? ARE SO 
MANY LIVES SO FAR OFF COURSE? INDIVIDUALS AND FAMI
LIES THAT APPEARED TO BE HEADED TOWARD HAPPINESS AND 
SUCCESS TRAGICALLY END IN DISASTER. WHY ? THEY ARE 
LISTENING TO THE WRONG AUTHORITY. THEIR LIVES ARE 
BEING PRESSED INTO T HE WRONG MOLDS. 

PEOPLE WHO ONCE COMMITTED THEIR SINS UNDER T HE 
COVER O F DARKNESS AND SECRECY HAWK THEIR PE RVERTED 
MORALITY AS THOUGH THEY ARE SOME G REAT AUTHORITY 
IN THE FIELD OF ETHICS. THERE IS SUCH A CLAMOR OF 
VOICES. TO WHOM CAN WE TURN AS THE VALID AUTHO RITY 
OF LIFE? 

THE ON THE MOUNT WAS ENDED AND THE PEO
PLE WERE DISPERSING. THEY WENT THEY OF THE 
THINGS THEY HAD HEARD , AND OF THE IMPRESSIO NS WHIC H 
HAD BEEN MADE UPON THEM BY THE W ORDS O F THE PREAC H
ER . AND THIS SUMS UP THEIR VERDICT--THAT JESUS WAS 
U NLIKE ALL THE OTHER RELIGIOUS TEAC HERS WITH W HO M 
THEY WERE ACQUAINTED , FOR HE LAID HOLD OF THEM WITH 
A NOTE OF AUTHORITY AND A C OMPELLING FORCE TO WHIC H 
ALL OTHERS WERE STRANGERS. 

IT IS JUST THIS AUTHORITY WHICH LIFTS 
JES US C HRIST HIGH ABOVE THE LEVEL OF AND 
REVEALS HIM AS HE IS INDEED, SON OF GO:Q . IN ALL 
AGES MEN HAVE SOUGHT FOR THE CERTAINTY OF AUTHORITY 
IN MATTERS CONCERNING ETERNAL THINGS. AT ONE TIME 
IT IS LOOKED FOR IN AN INERRANT AT ANOTHER IN 
AN ENLIGHTENED REASON I AND AT YET ANOTHER IN AN 

v FALLIBLE CHURC H. BUT IN NONE OF THESE DIRECTIONS 
CAN SATISFAC TION BE FO UND EXCEPT IN SO FAR AS THEY 

i ARE WHICH LEAD TO CHRIST. FOR HE IS THE .c.El::L
TER OF ALL THE TEAC HING OF THE BOOK. HE IS THE LIGHT 

v"OF ALL REASON AND HE IS THE THE C HURC H. FULL 

AND FINAL AUTHORITY IS FOR EVER VESTED IN THE PERSON 
O F 



AND YET IN A WORLD FILLED WITH A CHRISTLESS MEN
TALITY MANY C ONTINUE TO SEARCH FOR AN AUTHORITY, 
A POINT OF REFERENCE, IN THEIR AIMLESS JOURNEY 
THROUGH LIFE IS THE NEED FOR A VOICE TO SAY 
W ITH INTEGRITY AND AUTHORITY, 'THIS IS THE WAY, 
YE IN IT ! II JESUS CHRIST IS THAT VOICE OF AUTHORITY. I 

I. THE SOURCE OF HIS AUTHORITY 
- -Matt. 7:29 
- -NOTE: This is s uch a cont ra s t to what they were used to. 

footnote: "These leaders only quoted others, and 
did no t presume t o present any fresh revelation." 

"For his words had the ring of authority, quite 
unlike those of the ir s cribes. 11 

--James Hastings : "The scribes spoke gy:: authority, ap-
pealing to great names of long ago: ' Jesus si:oke with 
authority.'" 

-Mark 1:21-22 "And they went into Capernaum; and straight
ay on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and 

aught. And they were astonished a t his doctrine: for he 
aught them as one that had a..uthority, and not as the scribes 

- -NOTE : It appears from the words of Matthew 7:29 that the 
first im res sion made on the masses by the Sermon on the 
Mount was not so much an of its high morality, 
as a feeling of the personal authority with which Christ 
spoke. When people listened to Jesus, they heard something 
ringing in His voi ce that they missed in the rabbis. They 
only set themselves up, in their highest claims, as being 
commentators upon, and the expositors of, the Law. Their 
langua g e was 'Moses commanded' ; 'Rabbi this said so
and-so; Rabbi that said such-and-such.' But Jesus Christ, 
in these great laws of His kingdom, adduced no authority 
but His own; stocrl forth as a Legislator, not as a commenta
t o r; and commanded, and prohibited, and repealed, and 
promised , -n His own bare word. That is a characteristic 
of a ll C hri s t's teaching The apostles always performed 
their miracles "in the name of Jesus " --Af&ts 3·6 'Then Peter 
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\ 
said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have 
give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazare ise 
up and walk. 11 ~ 

Jesus never a pealed to any other authority outside 
,.i:::.=::.. • example in Mark 1 :23-26, verse 22 tells us that 
he "taught them as one that had authority" and verses 23-
2 6 demonstrates that authority. 
--Mark 1:23-26 "And there was in the ir synagogue a man 
with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, Saying, Let us 
alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? 
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art the 
Holy One of God. And Jesus rebuked him saying, Hold thy 
peace, and come out of him. And when the unclean 
had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of 
him 

But by what authority did Christ do these things? What 
was his source of authority? 

"And to Jerusaiem: 
ahd as he was walking in the temple , there to him 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders, And 

unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? 
a nd who gave thee this authority to do these things? And 
Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of 
you one question, and answer me, and I will tell you by 
what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, 
was it from heaven, or of men? answer me. And they 
reasoned with themselves, saying1, If we shall say, From 
h eaven; he will say, Why then d id ye not believe him? 
But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for 
all men counted John,. that he was a prophet indeed. And 
they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot tell. And r 
Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither do I tell you by 
what authority I do these thinqs." 

5:26-27 (Jesus) .. ... hath given 
authority ... because he is the Son of man. 11 

V--John 17:2a 'Thou hast given him authority over all flesh." 
- f'l.cts 2 :36 "God hast made that same Jesus, whom ye 
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have crucified , both and Christ. 11 

- -Col. 2: 3 11 For 
in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead odil . 11 

- - John that hath seen me hath seen the Fa t her. 11 

- -Note: Jesus not only taught the truth, he WAS t he Truth! 1 
. It is not merely that~never a man spoke as he spoke, but 

never a man was as he was . As God in human flesh, he 
was in himself 
- -ILLUS:An old man whose son had been convicted of gross 
crimes in the army and sentenced to be shot came to plead 
with Lincoln. As the bo was an only son, the case ap
pealed to Lincoln; but he had just received a telegram from 

which President, I beg you not to inter
fere with the court-martials of army. You will destroy 
all discipline in the army. 11 Lincoln handed the old man 
the telegram, and he watched the shadow of di sappointment 
and sorrow come man I s face as he read the mes
sage . . He suddenly seized his hand and 11 By 
jingo! Butler or no Butler' goes ! II He out an 
order and handed it to the father. The man read the orde r, 

was as 11 Job Smith is not to be shot until 
_{urther orders from me. Abraham Lincoln . 11 

11 said the father, 11 I thought it was going to be 
pardon . You may order him to be shot next week .11 

11 My old friend, 11 said Lincoln, 11 evidently you do not 
understand my character . If you son is never shot until 
an order comes from me, he will to be as old as 
Methuselah. 

Abraham Lincoln could make this stareweot because 
president of the United States there was no greater 

authority than he in determining the fate of Job Smith. 
And Jesus Christ could e as he did because as 

God in human flesh there i s to greater authority! 
- -APPLY: The source of authority is still the voice of 
It is not the opinion and interpretations of the alleged en
lightened who would repeal the moral laws of God. It 
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really doesn 't matter what the gay moveme nt says! It 
really doesn 't matter what the social liberals or conser -
vatives say! really doesn ' t matter what says ! 
In fact it really doesn ' t matter what e say ! For we are 
only the created and not the Creator. 

In fact if it ever comes right down to it, the apostle 
Paul says, "Let God be true, but every man a liar. 11 

V Whenever there is a conflict between a stated position 
of anyone and a clear statement of Christ on a subject, for 
the Christian, the decision has beeo made, Be-
cause the authority is Christ whose 
of authority rests within himself. 

II. THE REALM OF HIS AUTHORITY 
att. 7:28 "The people were astonished at his doctrine 

(teachings) 11 • 

- -NOTE : What "teachings ?' That vast spectrum of sub
jects on which Christ spoke with such authority in the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

--How to be happy (Beautitudes) 
--Our responsibility as " salt " and "Light " 
--The authority of the Law 
--Anger , Adultery , Swearing , Retaliation 
--How to treat other people 

T 

--Worship, Money, Worry 
--Judging others, False prophets, and How t o build a 

secure life . 
--ILLUS: The realm of his authorit7 is not limited to merely 
the "religious " 

28 : 18 "A_LL is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth." 
-- att. 8:27 "But the men marveled, saying, 
What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the 

obey him!" 
--Mark 1:27b SPIRITS) "With authority he com
mandeth even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him" 

1--Mark 2: 10-12 (TO FORGIVE SINS) "But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, 
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to the sick palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise 
and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. 
And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went 
forth before them all; insomuch that they were a 11 amazed, 
and glorified God, saying. We never saw it on this fashion' 
--John 17:2 (TO GIVE ETERNAL LIFE) (Christ in µ-ayer says 
to his Father) 'Thou hast given him (Christ) authority ... 
that he life ... 11 

--John 'The Father ... hath given him author· 
ity to execute judgement ... 11 

--ILL US : In recent years the thrilling s t ory of Pitcairn 
Island and the mutiny of the Bounty has been retold and 
popularized in newspaper articles and books. There is 
one incident in that story which, indeed, is worth rete ll ing. 
The mutineers sank their ship and landed with their native 
women on the lonely island named Pitcairn. There were 

white sailors, natives, women, and a girl 
of fifteen. One of the sailors discovered a method of 
distilling alcohol, and the island colony was debauched 
with drunkenness and vice. 

a only one of white sailors who had landed 
survived, surrounded women and half-breed 
children. This sailor, Alexander Smith, found in one of 
the chests that had been taken from the Bounty a copy of 
the Bible. He began to teach fellow exiles i.ts princi
ples, with the result that his own was changed, and 
finally the life of that island colony. 

In 1808 the United States sbip Topaz visited the island 
and found a thriving and prosperous community, without 
whiskey, without a · · , without crime, and without an 
insane asylum. The Bible had changed the life of that 
island community because God ' s Word was accepted as 
a~thoritative the of nature and morality, for
give ness and Judgment. So long as the inhabitants of 
Pitcairn Island were their own authority they cont inued 
to self-destruct. .But onc e they embraced the of 
Jesus as their sole authority they experienced the salva-
tion and transformation of their little island. 
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V --APPLY: The authority:of Tesus extends to every 
of life. It extends to the realm of your family life , Are 
you having difficulties in your marriage? Regardless of 
what others may be saying or doing, the question is, 
What does Christ say about your problem? 

His authorit extends to the realm your personal 
rals. Are you in the throws of a moral decision? New 

morality may say one thing. Your physical desires ma 
pull you in one direction. That with whom you are 
involved may be pressing you to decide in their favor. 

does Christ sa about this artificial 
division between the "sacred" and the "secular" will cir
cumvent the that all of life rests within the realm of 
his authority. In every realm of your life, "Commit thy 
w ay unto t h e Lord and he will bring it t o pa s s ! " 

III. THE RESPONSE TO HIS AUTHORITY 
L--- - -Matt. 7:28 "And it came to pass, when Jesus had 

these sayings, the people were ASTONISHED at his doc
trine." 
--L.B.: Williams 'D.umfounded" 

The response to has not been 
and is not today always .. i.e. S· J -J 7 
- -Mark 5:1 7 (L. "And the crowd began pleading with 
Jesus to go away and alone 

But many times the response was and is 
4: "And Jesus, walking by the sea of Gal·-

\ ilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, _and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fish
ers. he them, Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, 
and Peter and Andrew dared to put the 
promises of Christ to the test. 
--ILL US: Monday of this week, August 15, on the NBC 
Today T. V. program, e Paulie interviewed a courageous 
young mother who in the pa st year had gone through one 
crisis after another. Ye she was radiant and secure. 
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During these past 12 months this mother of three small 
children had discovered she had cancer requiring prolonged 
and arduous treatment which resulted in its remission. 
For several months while being hospitalized she was sep
arated from her children. It was during this time her hus
band divorced her. Soon after this she gave birth to a 
third child that her children might later understand 
why she had to be away so long she kept a diary, never 
intending that any one else would read it. When friend 
read parts of the diary and saw the manner in which this 
mother faced the crises of cancer, divorce and 
she encouraged-her to publish- it 

At the conclusion of the T. V. interview ~e Paulie 
asked II How did you do this? How did you survive such 
an ordeal. I might recover from cancer but I would have 
been destroyed by all the other things. " 

The young mother I am a Christian.. I 
believe the words of Christ and try to follow them. I 
simpl put the Bible to the test and it proved to be true!" 

Then Paulie asked, "But could you face this all 
over again, should cancer recur?" The young mother said , 
"I realize any time cancer might reappear. But if it 
does I am secure in the fact that 'Whether we or 
die, we are the Lords.' And I know that God will prov ide 
for my three children because I know t hat "All things work 
together for good to them that love God." 

CON: The crowd was astonished both at the and 
manner of Christ's sermon. He spoke with authorit , a 
majesty, an earnestness which carried conviction. They 
were filled with a temporary wonderment. Yet it is not 
said that they repented , or believed on him, or became his 
disciples. They were 11 astonished." 

We too admire the matchless wisdom of his discourse. 
But what is our response? Have we put the authoritative 
teachings of Christ to the test? Have we proven them in 
our own lives? 

Bonhoeffer, who was executed in a German 
/ Nazi Prison (The Cost of Discipleship , p. 168) says, 

knows only one response : simple rrender and 
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not interpreting it or applying it, but 
and e in it. That is the only way to hear this 

John adds, "And as many as receiv_ed him to them gave 
he power (authority} to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his (John 1:12). 

The Sermon on the Mount indeed is a masterpiece. 
But the question is, "Will you put it to the test in your 
own life? Will you live by it and die by it? his is the 
only way to accept the authority of Jesus. 

SOURCES: 
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THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS 
Matthew 7:28-29 
Pew Bible p. 839 

Introduction: It is this characteristic of authority which lifts Jesus 
high above the level of co,npg and reveals Him to be the 
person he is, the . 

People have looked the certainty of authority in: 
1. An at Book, 
2. 
3. and 

Jesus is the: 

1. 

2. 
3. 

of all the teaching of the Book 
of all reason 
of the church. 

JI 

Christ. 

and L authority is forever vested in the person of 

I. The Source of His Authority (Matthew 7:29) 

1. The scribes spoke appealing to great 
names of long ago. Jesus spoke authority. 

2. The apostles always performed their miracles "in the 
"(Acts 3:6). 

3. Jesus never appealed to any authority outside 

4. Jesus not only taught the truth, He 



5. As God in human flesh, He was in himself . 

6. The source of authority is still the 
. 

Whenever there is a conflict between a stated position of 
anyone and a clear statement of Christ, for the Christian, the 
decision I 

II. The Realm of His Authority {Matthew 7:28) 

1. The realm of His authority is not limited to merely the 

" reli 3iou.s 
Jesus said," l<. is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth." 

2. The authority of Jesus extends to realm of 
life. 

III. The Response to His Authority {Matthew 7:28) 

1. The response to Christ's authority has not been and is 
not today always iv e,, {Mark 5: 17). 

2. Many times the response was and is 

{Matt. 4:18-20). 

3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, "Jesus knows only one response: 
simple and , not 

interpreting it or applying it, but i and 

obe.j ; it." 




