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"WHY IS LORDSHIP NECESSARY?" 
(Part II) 

Pastor John Maxwell 
Matthew 7:21-29; Luke 6:46-49; Matthew 24:14-15 

This is the third message in a series on Lordship. You 'll remember two Sundays ago, 
we asked the question, "Why Is Lordship Necessary?" There were two things we 
discovered. Let's review it for a moment. 

We discovered that Lordship settles the position issue of my life. In other words it 
settles the issue of who is going to be number one. Who is going to be in control. 
Secondly, Lordship settles the permission issue of my life--that is who has a right 
to my life. Does God have a right to walk into my life and take control of it? Will I give 
Him permission to own and control it? 

We are going to continue that message this morning because there is the third thing 
that the Lordship issues does for my life. The Lordship of Christ settles the 
profession issue of my life. In other words when we submit to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ, it is no longer just talk but it's action. It is no longer professing He is Lord with 
our lips. It is professing He is Lord with our life. 
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I want you to turn with me, to Luke, Chapter 6, then we are going to Matthew, Chapter 
7. There are two surprises of Lordship. When Jesus begins to talk to us about 
Lordship there are two different people who are surprised. 

The first person that is surprised is the Lord Himself. We find that in uke, Chapter 
6. There are some things about Lordship that even surprise the Lord. Beginning with 
verse 46--here's what surprises the Lord. He asks a question, "And why do you call 
Me Lord, Lord and do not do what I say?" 

The Lord is having a discussion and He said , "Let's stop and talk about Lordship for a 
moment. " He said, "Now I am amazed! I'm surprised by some of you! I've been 
hearing you call Me, Lord. And yet what surprises Me, is, you call Me Lord and you 
don't do what I say." Even Jesus Himself is surprised at people who will make a 
profession of who He is without backing it up with their life. He's surprised! 

In verse 47, He gives us the three steps to Lordship: 

"Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts upon them, I will show you 
whom He is like." Here, He gives us three steps to Lordship. 

Underline these three phrases: 



(a) The first phrase is, "Everyone who comes to Me." Step number one is come to 
Him. If you want to submit to His Lordship the first step is come to Him. 

(b) He says, "Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words." There's step 
number two. Not only come to Him but listen to Him. 

(c) Notice this next phrase, "and acts (does) upon them. " 
That's the third step. We come to Him, we hear (listen to) Him and we obey 
Him. He says when we do those three things our Lordship is more than lip 
service. It is more than a sham "profession.". So we find first of all that the 
Lord is surprised over the profession of some people concerning Lordship. 
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In Matthew, Chapter 7, there is another group surprised over the Lordship issue. 
Look at verses 21-23. "Not eve who says to Me, 'Lord , Lord' will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, ~Ull~'9:'-~~iifflte::t!'!tttt:at:~ ~ !Yaiet who is in heaven." 
Many will say to Me on that day, "Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, 
and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles? 
And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you who 
practice lawlessness! "' 

He says there is going to be a second group surprised. These are people 
who are surprised over the Lord's not knowing them. Christ says, "That is 
the people who think that I know them because they professed Me as their 
Lord." So there are two surprises: 

1. 

2. 

The Lord's Surprise and 

The People's Surprise. 

In Matthew 7:21-23, where Jesus is teaching on Lordship, there are three truths fobe.JIAw ~ 
from Jesus' teaching: 

(a) He says first of all , saying the right words will not get me into 
heaven. Not everyone who says, "Lord , Lord" is going to get there. 

(b) Doing good works will not get me into heaven. Now that's kind of 
a surprise because we think well if I do something, but in verse 22 it is 
obvious these people are doing wonderful works. 



(c) Obeying God's will, will get me into His kingdom. Not what I 
say. not what I do, but obedience to God. When I obey God I'll enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. Christ, "Execept ye repent ye shall all 
likewise perish." " .. . Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved ... " 
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--l lt.US: Billy Graham tells the wonderful story about a group of people 
about a dozen in South Carolina who decided to go to New York City to 
see the play, "My Fair Lady." They took a train up to New York City got on 
Broadway only to be so discouraged by the fact that all the tickets were 
sold out. They couldn't see the play they had went to. They had bragged 
to all of their friends back home, we're going to go see, "My Fair Lady." 

And now all of a sudden they realized they could not see it and they were 
a bit discouraged. They are standing outside of the theater and all of a 
sudden people are coming out of the previous performance and they start 
throwing down their ticket stubs down. Someone gets an idea and they 
gather up all the ticket stubs they can. They bought the program of "My 
Fair Lady" and they bought the musical tape. They went to their 
rooms and they learned all the numbers and they went back to South 
Carolina and they showed the ticket stubs, they showed the programs and 
they sang the songs. But oh, the emptiness and hollowness in all those 
South Carolians as they tried to say something and be something that was 
not so. 

Deep down they knew that they hadn't seen the play. That's exactly what 
this Lordship issue is all about. People who can sing the songs and can 
go through the motions. They loo!< good. They fit in a religious 
climate and yet they have never backed up their profession issue with 
their obedience. 

S. M. Lockridge says, "There are three classes of people: 

1. Those who neither call Him 'Lord' nor do the things He says or, 
2. Those who call Him 'Lord ' but do not do the things He says or, 
3. Those who call Him 'Lord' and do the things that He says. " 

Which class are you in this morning? Let's go on to Matthew 21 :24-29. After 
Jesus says that we need to act upon what He says, He give us the illustration of 
two builders. He says this in verse 24, "Therefore everyone who hears these 
words of Mine, AWW..IWol~~~ IIIWol , may be compared to a wise man who built 
his house upon the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds 
blew and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall , for it had been founded 
upon the rock." 
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"Everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be 
like the foolish man who built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, 
the floods came, and the winds blew and burst against the house; and it fell and 
great was it's fall. " 

Both of them were building a house. Both of these fellows had heard the word . 
Both of these guys had a chance to obey God. But there is one major 
difference. He said one built his house on the rock and one built his house on 
the sand. He said the major difference is this, obedience. The one who 
obey~ is like building his house on a rock. The similarities are the same between 
the foolish and wise man. They both are tested . The winds blew on both their 
houses. The storms came, the rains descended. It is not an issue where the 
guy who obeys doesn't have problems and the guy who disobeys does. We all 
have problems. We are all going to be tested. That's not the issue. The issue is 
the foundation and that foundation is either obedience or disobedience. 

Your success in your spiritual journey with God is literally going to be determined 
on that one word and that one word is obedienc . Settle the issue today, once, 
and for all, that you are going to obey God in every area of your life. 

There is not much difference in a lot of areas of life between success and 
failure . If you will look in your sermon notes I have: 

3 X 3 X 3 X 3 X 3 = 243 

4 X 4 X 4 X 4 X 4 = 1,024 

Isn't it interesting in these five little numbers when you up just 1 number, the end 
result is dramatically fourfold increased. The number you need to move up in 
your life if you really want to dramatically increase your fruitfulness and your 
joy in the kingdom , is found in the word obedience. 

A summary of Jesus' words is, "The evidence of belief in God and love for 
God is obedience to God." Partial obedience is not obedience at all ... it's 
only convenience. 

There are two types of wrong "Obedience." There is selective obedience. 
That's when people determine when they will obey God. Then there is 
situational obedience. That is when they say the situation determines if I obey 
God. If I am with the right crowd I'll obey Him and if I'm in the wrong crowd I'll 
disobey Him. How it must grieve the heart of God. 

How it must grieve the heart of God when He understands what He did for us 
and watches us as we try to get by with as little bit of Christianity as they can . 



-ilLLUS: It's like standing before the marriage altar and instead of 
promising to love "in sickness and in health" and all those other wonderful things 
we promise to each other, we look at our mate and say, "How little do I have to 
commit to you? How little do I have to serve? How little do I have to care for 
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you? Are we really going to take this 'sickness' and this 'poor' stuff~~~ 0 ,. ~ 
What's the m,inimual commitment I can make?"-1 wt .-eca.., ~ -1.,t.. t,. lt/-r · 

If anybody did that before the marriage alter, everybody at the ceremony would 
say, "There's not a chance for that marriage to be successful!" There's not a 
chance for any relationship to be successful when a husband looks at his wife 
and says, "Honey, I can tell you right now eighty percent of the time I am 
going to be fa ithfu l to yolll. Honey, unless I'm tempted." No chance! 

--APPLY: Why is it we enter into marriage and understand that it has to be 
hundred percent or nothing, but when it come to God, we'll say, "Sure God ten 
percent, twelve percent. Sunday, one out of severJ)iWhy should we be amazed 
when He says, ' aon't know who you are/?"' You 've not done Lordship, you've 
done negotiating. 

Let's review for a moment. Lordship settles the osition issue of my life . 
Whose going to be number one? It settles the ermi ion issue of my life. Who 
has the right to control my life? It settles the ion issue of my life, that is, i-s 

, my profession valid? It settles the11H)8Sess1on issue of my life. In other words 
who owns the things in my life. Turn with me to afthews 25. 

In atthew, Chapter 25, Jesus answers the question , "What does God own?" 
It is the story that Jesus tells of the talents. The master went on a long journey 
and gave one five, one two and one, one. Look at verse 14. Christ answers the 
question, "What does God own?" "For it is just like a man about to go on a 
journey, who called · own slaves and entrusted · possessions to them." 

"What does God own?" Two things: 

1. Me . . . He owns me. Before I can talk about the things in my life, I have 
to talk about me. God owns me. Jesus opens this story by saying that the 
master came and brought tiis own slaves to him. He owns me. 

He owns me for two reasons . He owns me because He created me. 
am created in His own image. He owns me because He purchased me-
He saved me. I'm His twice. He created me and then He purchased me 
with His own life. 



Secondly: 
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--APPLY: He owns me. That means He has total sovereignty of my life. 
He can do anything He wants to with me. That means before the day is /.J-,,, 
ove , I mav be done, I may be historv. That's all right, He owns me. tJa.~ ~ r · 

-- r~ - ._X - C ,<J//ed 1~ /t)tJ ~ 1 "7kJ.onl 9'•V-1'il'J , fk'-""-'f""'~tl 
_____ _.,,, A.w--fy., 8 J.tn·4'f ht .. . 

2. He owns my possessions. 

--'ILLUS One of my favorite cartoons is "Dennis the Menace" walking out 
of church one Sunday. A shock of horror on his mother's face and 
embarrassment on his dad's face, as the little guy looks up at the pastor 
as he's shaking his hand and says, "What are you going to do with the 
dollar my dad gave you today?" Dennis had a major problem. He has the 
same problem that an awful lot of people I know have. Dennis thought 
somehow, what his dad had was his dad's and it was not his dad's. 

-- PPL Y: We treat God like we do the waiter or waitress at the restaurant 
we attend. We go in and they give us good service and we say, "Boy, that 
was neat God. Here's a five.1' _We don't understand stewardship. We 
don't understand Lordship. 1-..1,:cflo!l....,,._._,,l!!Cu--=-•'""' , > • t.t A 

, this issue of Lordship and possess1q.ns and, who , ':,-
in . Mrr ··n,~ .Al)IIGllyv 'DoD..41/' Bllr _-r;/te AJ.JUfi-HfJ(i o()IJ-4A 

-,=-=+--,.-.,. ~ -B11'Jftf.J,, a.Vl-do0€..~ ~ J,p141$1/+P.1 

In Juan Carlos Ortez's book, The Call To Discipleship, he says it better 
than I. Listen to these words. I read it3 "T.he Bible says the kingdom of 
God is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of 
real worth , he sells everything he has to buy the pearl. Now he said , 'I 
understand that Jesus is the pearl of great price and we as humans are 
the merchants.' So when we find Jesus it costs man everything. Jesus 
has happiness, joy, peace, healing, security, eternity. Man marvels at 
such a pearl and says, 'Oh, I want that pearl. How much does it cost? ' 
The seller says, 'It costs dearly."' 
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Well how much? It's very expensive. Well , do you think I could buy it? 
Well of course, anybody can. How can anybody but it if it's expensive? 
The seller said it costs everything you have. Therefore, everybody can 
buy it. They just have to give God everything. Okay, I'll buy it. Well what 
do you have? I have ten thousand dollars in the bank. Oh , good , he'll 
take that. What else do you have? Well , much a few dollars in my 
pocket. How much? Well , thirty, forty, a hundred , a hundred and twenty. 
Okay, that's fine. What else do you have? Well I don't have anything 
else. That's all. Where do you live? Well , I live in my house. He'll take 
that too. You mean my house? If He has my house, I suppose I'll have to 
sleep in the garage. Oh, he'd like to have that one also. Well , if I give my 
garage, I'll have to sleep in my car. How many do you have? Two. 
Good, he'll take both of them. Well , you 've taken everything. I have 
nothing left. Are you alone in the world? Well no, I have a wife and two 
kids. He'll take that too, sir. You mean he's going to take my wife and two 
kids? I have nothing else. I'm alone. I'm left. Oh, he'll take you too. 
Everything, everything becomes His. Wfly? Wife, children, house, 
garage, cars, money, clothing, everything and you too belong to Him. 

"N w you can use all those things but don't forget who owns them. 
When I need any of those things that you are using you must give 
t em back without hesitation beca1r1se they are mine They're not 
rours. ' 

If you sat down with me and said pastor, what is the greatest test of 
Lordship? I could answer it easy. The greatest test of your Lordship , is 
your giving Him everything you own and every relationship you have. The 
greatest test of your Lordship focuses on what you are going to do with 
your possessions. It's the greatest test. That's why God would say, 
" ove me, test me now concerning the tithe." Because God knew the 
last thing you are going to give Him is your money. 

CON: rt's a great story. It's about Ivan the Great, fifteenth century Russian 
Czar. He was a warrior. He conquered kingdoms. In fact he was so busy 
battling he didn't want to have a wife, he didn't want to fool with marriage 
and family. They became concerned and came and said you 've got to get 
married because you have to have an heir to the throne. Ivan the Great 
said , "I want to do battle, I want to get more territory." So he said , "You go 
find a wife." So they did . 

They went down to Greece and found the daughter of the king of Greece, 
a beautiful, beautiful girl. We found a wife for you but there is one 
problem. If you want to marry her, you have to be Greek Orthodox. Ivan 



PRAYER: 
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the Great, said if you think she'd make a good wife for me, no problem, I 
could be Greek Orthodox. So they sent a tutor not only for Ivan the Great 
to become Greek Orthodox but for the 500 men around him too. Ivan 
said, "If I'm going to be Greek Orthodox, they are all going to be Greek 
Orthodox. So they sent tutors up and they tutored all these guys to be 
Greek Orthodox. Finally they went down to Greece for the marriage 
but before the marriage they had to be baptized in the Greek Orthodox 
Church. It was an incredible site as thousands of people came to watch 
Ivan the Great and his 500 soldiers go into the water in the blue 
Mediterranean to be baptized, immersed into the Greek Orthodox Church. 

They got in the water and all of a sudden, the king of Greece said we've 
got a problem. The problem was that in the Greek Orthodox Church you 
could not be a warrior and be a member of the church. So they had a 
hasty called diplomatic meeting while everybody was in the water. How 
are we going to work this out? It was a very simple answer. Right before 
the Greek Orthodox priest immersed them under the water, the soldiers all 
pulled out their sword and put it high above the water and their arm and 
their sword were never immersed, only the rest of their body under. They 
had what history calls "the unbaptized arm." It's a great Lordship 
illustration. 

I wonder how many unbaptized checkbooks are in this church this 
morning? I wonder how many unbaptized wil s? I wonder how many 
unbaptized decisions on jobs are in \Qe church this morning? I wonder 
how many unbaptized relationships?~ e think we can come to church 
and sing the songs and have a part of our life that's not.fillbmitted to the 
Lordship and walk out of here. Because we've been to church, we sing 
the songs and sit in the pew we think we are going to stand before God ~ 
some ~~~1.i2,e in . e is eithertord of all or i ot Lord at all. T- ~ 
/'l,,tJ" ·-·-.,pr-i- ~,,~ 1 Ir~ 
"Lord Jesus for the next three minutes settle down upon us in a very 
special way. I have done my best to preach truth as you have taught it to 
me. I love these people and I know the secret to their spiritual success is 
obedience. I know you bless us when we obey and we get in trouble 
when we disobey. I would ask in the next three minutes that we'll make 
decisions. Bigger than tithe decisions, bigger than dollar decisions, we will 
make Lordship kingdom decisions till we can walk out of this sanctuary 
saying, "I not only say He is Lord with my lips, I back it up with 
my life.' In Jesus name I pray. Amen. " 
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Pastor, after the prayer with the congregation came the really most important part of the 
entire morning. That's when I am going ask them to commit themselves to becoming a 
tither. As you can tell in the message, I have been leading up to this. In fact, I've been 
telling them that Lordship is one hundred percent and now I'm going to ask them to 
consider and prove their Lordship by giving God the first ten percent. The first fruits of 
the blessings He has given them. After the prayer, after I prayed and asked God to help 
us cross the line, I walked down to the main floor to get literally on the same level 
of the people. I pulled out the Lordship Test Card. Basically, what I did is, I walked 
them through the entire Lordship Test. 

I shared with them the words of Jesus, "Where your treasure is that is where your heart 
is going to be also." "Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things 
will be given to you. " Then I switched to the Malachi 3 passage on the tithe. "Bring the 
whole tithe in the storehouse so there may be food in My house. So test me now this 
saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven and pour out for you a 
blessing until it overflows." 

At that point, I shared with them the fact, the benefit and reaction. The fact is 
threefold, basically. One, what I do with my possessions reveals my heart. Two, 
God's kingdom comes first and leftovers is obviously not Lordship . Finally, God 
commands me to bring the whole tithe to His house. The benefit threefold . One place 
God first and He will take care of my needs. Two, place God first and He will take care 
of other's needs. Three, God challenges me to test Him concerning the tithe. 

The only place in the Bible that God says test me is in this issue of money. The 
reason for that is that He knows that is the hardest area for us to give up in 
Lordship. It's basically the acid test. The moment that you and I say, "God you can 
have my possessions," usually we give Him everything else. 

Then I shared with the congregation their reaction of course would be a choice of 
what will I do with this area of my life? He is going to be Lord of all or not Lord at all. 
At that point in the congregation , I shared with them that I was going to ask them in 
a moment to sign the card and read that part of the card . "Recognizing the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ in my life and my desire to obey Him in word and deed, I 
choose to seek His Kingdom first in all areas of my life including finances, and rejoice 
that He will meet my needs." I encouraged them to check one or two boxes. I 
basically share with the people if they are already presently tithing to check the box that 
I will continue to tithe. But I also encourage them to check the I will start tithing box if 
they have not and sign their name and the date. Then print it on the card. I have about 
a minute of silence as they have time to pray and fill out the card. 

At the close of that one minute, I come back to them and say, "Okay tear off the 
card where it is perforated." "I'll be your conductor this morning, just as a music 
conductor would lead a choir, I'm going to lead you in tearing off this piece of 
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paper. On the count of three let's tear if off together." 1, 2, 3, and then everybody 
tears it off together and they have a laugh out of it. Then I ask them to turn the 
card over and send it to the end of the aisle and I have the ushers ready and they 
pick up the cards. 

Users pick them up in 2 center aisles and bring to front and stand while we have a 
prayer of dedication. 

General Invitation 

What I did I took the cards and everyone that said they would begin tithing, I sent a 
letter out to them the very next week, just to let them know I'm praying for them. In 
fact, I keep their list on my desk and I pray for them every week. Just to let them know 
we really are pulling with them during this time of Lordship commitment. 



Message 3 

"WHY IS LORDSHIP NECESSARY?" (PART II) 
March 24, 1996 

Matthew 7:21-29; Luke 6:46-49; Matthew 24:14-15 
Pew Bible Pages - 838 & 839; 893; 857 

Review: 

1. Lordship settles the p OS I,I O f\J issue of my life. 
(John 21:1-17) pp. 941-942 

2. Lordship settles the ,P E~ W1 I 5 S IOI\J issue of my life. 
(Luke 9:57-62) p. 898 

3. Lordship settles the p ro FE55ION issue of my life. 

1. 

(Matthew 7:21-23) p. 838-839 

The Two Surprises of Lordship 

Ti-I£ LoRo)s S1aZPR1SE (Luke 6:46) p. 893 
( over the profession of some concerning Lordship.) 

The three steps to Lordship (Luke 6:47) p. 893: 

ca> Corvi£' 
(b) ljEA R LL/STEN ) 

(c) 0 BE y C.DoEs) 

2. /HE VEo PL£ >5 S'itRPl?LSE(Matthew 7:21-23) pp. 838-839 
(over the Lord's not knowing them.) 

Three truths from Jesus ' teaching: 
(a) SA'/ 11\X;.il-lE Rl~Jff W0 RDSwill not get me into His kingdom. 

(b) DOi r:JG GOOD DttDS will not get me into His kingdom. 

(c) OBE'/ZNG Goo's \;.JILL will get me into His kingdom. 



Three Classes of People 

1. Those who neither call Him "Lord" nor do the things He says. 

2. Those who call Him "Lord" but do not do the things He says. 

3. Those who call Him "Lord" and do the things He says. 

The one major difference between the wise and foolish man: 

D (3 EDIE"-lC£ 
There's not much difference between spiritual success and 
failure. 

3x3x3x3x3= __ 2.._ lf--_3 _____ _ 

4x4x4x4x4=-~'-, o~Z......._4 ____ _ 

Summary of Jesus' words: 

The evidence of Bf LI E F r N God and LO VE Fo R God is 

08£.DIE NC£ TD God. 

Partial obedience is not obedience at all .. .it's only convenience. 

Wrong Types of "Obedience" 

:)E'.LEc.TIVE obedience - I determine when I'll obey. 

SIT u~ ,:routllobedience - The situation determines when I'll obey. 

Review: 

1. Lordship settles the :posirION issue. 

2. Lordship settles the p E'R. M I SSIO N issue. 

3. Lordship settles the PROFES SI O 1\/ 
l issue. 

4. Lordship settles the ~Q SSE5SIO/\/ issue. 

What does God own? (Matthew 25:14, 15) p. 859 

1. 1'1 E 

2. ALL tvt y POSSE SS I ON 5 



Message 3 

"WHY IS LORDSIDP NECESSARY?" (PART II) 
March 24, 1996 

Matthew 7:21-29; Luke 6:46-49; Matthew 24:14-15 
Pew Bible Pages - 838 & 839; 893; 857 

Review: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

Lordship settles the _______ issue of my life. 
(John 21:1-17) pp. 941-942 

Lordship settles the _______ issue of my life. 
(Luke 9:57-62) p. 898 

Lordship settles the _______ issue of my life. 
(Matthew 7:21-23) p. 838-839 

The Two Surprises of Lordship 

(Luke 6:46) p. 893 
(over the profession of some concerning Lordship.) 

The three steps to Lordship (Luke 6:47) p. 893: 

(a) 

(b) ----------------

(c) ----------------

2. _________ (Matthew 7:21-23) pp. 838-839 
(over the Lord's not knowing them.) 

Three truths from Jesus ' teaching: 
(a) _______ will not get me into His kingdom. 

(b) _______ will not get me into His kingdom. 

(c) _________ will get me into His kingdom. 



Three Classes of People 

1. Those who neither call Him "Lord" nor do the things He says. 

2. Those who call Him "Lord" but do not do the things He says. 

3. Those who call Him "Lord" and do the things He says. 

The one major difference between the wise and foolish man: 

There's not much difference between spiritual success and 
failure. 

3x3x3x3x3=----------
4x4x4x4x4= _________ _ 

Summary of Jesus' words: 

The evidence of ______ God and ____ _ God is 

God. 

Partial obedience is not obedience at all .. .it's only convenience. 

Review: 

Wrong Types of "Obedience" 

obedience - I determine when I'll obey. 

obedience - The situation determines when I'll obey. 

1. Lordship settles the __________ issue. 

2. Lordship settles the __________ issue. 

3. Lordship settles the __________ Issue. 

4. Lordship settles the __________ Issue. 

What does God own? (Matthew 25:14, 15) p. 859 

1. 

2. 



The Lordship 

"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." 
Jesus (Matthew 6:21) 

"Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will be 
given to you as well. " 

Jesus (Matthew 6:33) 

''Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in 
my house, and test me now in this," says the Lord of hosts, "if I will not open 
for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it 
overflows. " 

(Malachi 3:10) 

Fact. . . (1) What I do with my possessions reveals my heart. 
(2) God's kingdom comes first. Giving leftovers is not 

practicing Lordship. 
(3) God commands me to bring the whole tithe to His 

house. 
Benefit . .. (1) Place God first and He will take care of my needs. 

(2) Place God first and He will take care of others' needs. 
(3) God challenges me to test Him concerning the tithe. 

Reaction . . . What will I do with this area of my life? 

He is either Lord of all or not Lord at all! 

Recognizing the Lordship of Jesus Christ in my life and my desire to obey 
Him in word and deed, I choose to seek His Kingdom first in all areas of my 
life, including finances, and rejoice that He will meet my needs. 

D I will continue to tithe D I will start tithing 

Signed _____________ _ 

Date---------------
(Please Print) 

Name-------------------------

Street --------------------------
City, State and Zip --------------------

First Baptist Church / 37 East Harris Ave / San Angelo, TX 76903 




