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BELIEVERS BEWARE ! 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 7:15-20 

INTRO: AN UGLY STARK FEARSOME WALL T HE OTHER
WISE SCENIC LANDSCAPE IN THE CITY OF BERLIN. IT rs 
CALLED THE "BERLIN WALL . 11 MASSIVE STONE 
BARRIER TOPPED WITH BARBED WIRE DIVIDES THE FREE 
WORLD THE SLAVE WORLD OF COMMUNISM. 

AS YOU STAND NEAR THAT WALL YOU CAN SEE A SIGN 
WRITTEN IN FOUR LANGUAGES SO NO HUMAN BEING CAN 
MISUNDERSTAND: "WARNING! BEYOND THIS IS 
'NO MAN'S LAND.' ANY PERSON WHO ENTERS INTO THIS 
AREA WILL BE SHOT. II 

YOU CAN SEE THE BUNKERS , THE MOUNTED MACHINE 
GUNS AND THE PATROLLING POLICE IN THE DISTANCE. 
YOU HEAR STORIES OF SOMEONE'S ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE 
TO FREEDOM. AS THEY RUSH ACROSS THIS OPEN AREA THEY 
ARE MOWED DOWN LIKE RATS WHILE HORRIFIED EYES GAZE 
IN DISBELIEF. 

SIGNS THAT WARN US OF DANGER ARE TO BE HEEDED! 
--WHETHER THEY BE SIGNS ON A POISONOUS SUBSTANCE, 
A ROAD , A HIGH VOLTAGE TRANSFORMER OR THE BERLIN 
WALL. 

OUR LORD IN HIS SERMON ON THE MOUNT PLANTS 
A WARNING SIGN ALONG THE HIGHWAY OF LIFE. THIS 
SIGN SAYS , "BELIEVERS BEWARE ! 11 LAST SUNDAY WE NOTICED 
THAT JESUS SAID, "BEWARE OF THE BROAD ROAD THAT 
LEADS TO DESTRUCTION" (vs . 13). IN TODAY'S TEXT HE 
WARNS , "BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS!" AND IN THIS 
WARNING THERE IS : (1) CAUTION, (2) A CLASSIFICATION 
AND (3) A CHALLENGE. 

I. A CAUTION 
- -vs. 15 
--Williams, out for false prophets 11 

--Phillips, "Be on your guard against false religious 
teachers. 11 



--Exegesis: The Jews knew all about false prophets . 
Jeremiah, instance, had his conflict wit h t he prophets 
who said, "Peace , , when there was no peace' '
(Jeremiah 6:14; 8:11) Wolves was the very name by which 
f se rulers and false r hets were c a led 

ays Ezekiel had said , "Her princes in the midst thereof 
re like wolve s the prey , to shed blood and to 
es troy souls , to get Ezek iel 22: 17) . 1 

-- ote: e igure of wolves disguised as did not 
originate with the story of the Three Little Pigs. The Bfble 
i s full of similar metaphors . 2 

'Wolves in sheep's clothing" is a very descriptive sen
t ence . In Je sus' day , the shepherd wore garments made of 
sheepskin. The sheep very quickly learned to recognize 
the shepherd by his appearance . Knowing the shepherd to 
be one who always wanted to help the sheep and never hurt 
them , the sheep were never afraid when the shepherd ap
proached . In that day , there were many wild ani ma l s lurking 
about, looking for a chance to devour the sheep . The most 
feared of those animals were the wolves . If a sheep saw 
a wolf , it would run , and bleat , and take every possible 
mea s ure to protect itself . Suppose a wolf could be dressed 
in the clothing of the shepherd? It i s possible that the 
sheep might be so fooled by the appearance that it would 
fail to be on guard , and would be destroyed. 

Here our uses a very extreme analogy to point out 
a very common fault. The fault is simply appearing to be 
something that we are not. The matter He is dealing with 
is insincerity. 

The word "sincerity" comes from a combination of two 
Latin words: sine, which means "without, " and cera which 
means "wax . " In the days of the Roman Empire, arbl-e 
was one of the finest materials with which to build. Even 
today, Italian marble is noted for its fineness and beauty. 
In those early days, when piece of marble had a defective 
seam in it, there were certain unscrupulous people who 
would carefully cover that defect with wax, an sell the 
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marble a a perfect stone. Honest dealers would label 
their marble sine-cera--that is "without wax ." They 
were saying that the piece of marble was exactly as it 
appeared to be . 

We o no violence to the words of our Lord in Matthew 
7:15 when we translate them to read : "Beware of ins in
cere people . " Truly this must be of the first qualities 
of the Christian. 

Insincerity i s the one thing the world will not forgive 
the Christian . Through the years , I have learned in my 
own experience that people will forg ive me for not being 
perfect. life and m inistry have certainly seen 
many failures. This is true of all of us . We have all been 
forgiven by our fellow men time and time again for not 
being perfect. one thing which people will not for
give i s insincerity. The world demands of the preacher 
and of every Christian that we be what we appear to be .3 

That we not be "wolves in sheep's clothing." 
"' --Apply: Jesus warns us as Christians. We must be dis

cerning for, even within the fellowship of the gospel , 
there will be false prophets who will come appe a ring as 
sheep--sheep on the outside and wolves inside--ready to 
destroy the flock of God. It i s a fa ir warning that we can 
never close our eyes. We must always evaluate, look 
around , beware of false prophets . 

What is a false prophet? I think of three classifications. 
There are some who are fasely wearing the label of Chri s
tianity. They are really wolves in sheep's clothing . 
F lse labels. We are Christian, this is a Christian 

hat we are doing is for the cause of Christ. 
For example, a hooded, white-robed night rider with a 

black snake whip in hi s hand burning crosses in front of 
churches wears t he l a bel: We are seizing and lynching 
people to defend our C hristi an way o f life ! That is a 
false prophet . Jesus said, Beware! Watch out! Many 
will take on the label . You and I would commonly agre e , 
certa inly , t hat is a pervers ion of Christian ity. 
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We see communist front organizations - openly 
dtsplayed to be a community cause - atheistic in its pur
pose and intent to destroy the sheep of the fold. Yet , 
many times the word, Christian, is in their title , their 
label. That is obvious, false prophets, yes, we see 
them all around us . 

There are those who are proclaiming a false gospel, 
a false executive in the field of evangelism 
said, "Personal redemption--the doctrine that you and I 
personally accept and receive Christ--we are personally 
saved through a personal experience with Jesus--that 
is a perversion of the gospel! A heresy. When Christ 
died on the cross 2,000 years ago, he died for everybody. 
Everybody is automatically saved by his death; they just 
don't know about it. We only have to tell them the good 
news. They are saved. The whole world is saved. This 
is a doctrive of universalism. The universal salvation 
of every human being automatically in Christ and all we 
do is announce it. That is good news! " 

This is a false gospel. It is not consistent with what 
Jesus taught again and again, yet there are those who 
are preaching it. A false doctrine. 

False prophets are those who wear the false label of 
ristianity. They are those who preach a false gospel. 
There is a third category--and this gets close to me. 

/ Those who serve the Lord with false motives. They serve 
his church for the wrong motives. Someone says, You 
ought to join that church - it's good for your business. 
You'll get ahead that way. You will make the right con
tacts. And we would say that man is false in his motives. 
You should not profess a religious faith just for the money 
you can make out of it--that is wrong. And it is! 

Sometimes we serve the Lord and the church for pay 
other than money--maybe, to satisfy our ego - to fulfill 
the need we have to feel important. We serve in places 
because we want recognition. We need it. And when 
we don't get it, we are upset, and we wash our hands of 
the church and Christian people. Our motives are revealed 
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1 

to be false. I think Jesus i saying "Believers Beware 
that you don't let falsenes enter your own hearts , 
you become a false prophet. 11 There is a caution, Jesus 
says, "Believers ! 11 

II. A 
--vss.16-19 / c::l,.. ---Note: The question naturally rises , "How can I know 
that a person is a false prophet? what basis is one 
so classified? father has often said, "We are ot 
to be Judges, but we can be 'fruit inspectors. 111 And 
Jesus says you classify a man on the basis of the fruit 
his life yields. In leading us to make this value judgment 
there is: 
1. A Question That Is Raised 
--vs. 16b 
--Note: grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from 
thistles? " Certainly not! No one would even attempt such 
a harvest. Yet the idea is not as absurd as it may appear 
to be. There are with a e-like fruit and thistles 
with heads like f . Of course the resemblances don't 
fool us . We see at a glance how matters stand. But we 
are always so discerning outside the realm of nature .5 

1 · he strange cults that live like leeches off the 
main body of the Christian faith are flourishing as 
today as in the time of Jesus. They make religion 
easy. They advertise heavily. They appeal to the cred
ulous. hey talk glibly in beautiful abstractions about 
metaphysical systems, cosmic laws, and the idea of the 
good They often conveniently bypass the personal de
mands of moral character and social resp::msibility. They 
promise quick returns in health, wealth, and love h ey 
lift out of context whatever portions of the Bible suit their 
purpose and ignore the rest of biblical teaching hey 
are generally critical of the main stream of the Christian 
faith and church. hey sometimes their teaching 
by mail and solicit money without the accounting of any 
responsible bod7 They claim as a rule some special 
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secret vision or revelation of truth that works miracles. 
It is nfortunate but true that there are racket eer s in 

religion. There wa s the case, instance, :wander
ing faith healer caused the death of a young lady 
who gave up her doctor's insulin treatment for d i abetes 
in the hope of being healed by faith alone . .. :r1 

Most of us are too polite to criticize another form or 
view of religion. But Jesus himself was not. e warned 
against the spurious and unsound quality of a y re ligious 
expression that doe s not seek to do the will of God . This 
was for him the real test of and genuineness 
of faith. · e called the religious racketeers of h s 
•r.. wulves · in clothing and thorns and thi s t les. 11 

In raising this question (the answer to which is quite 
plain) Jesus leads us to an obvious conclusion. 
2 . A Conclusion That Is Drawn 
--vss. 17-18 ---Jesus is saying "It is safe to conclude that the good 
fruit is evidence that the tree that bears it is a good tree 
and bad fruit is evidence that the tree that bears it i s a 
corrupt t ree. 11 He warns, 11 Believers beware of that life , 
regardless of its outward appearance, that i ssue s forth 
in corrupt fruit! 11 

ut what are the fruits of falseness , the "evil fruit 
brought forth by a corrupt tree? " 

(l)Teaching is false if it produce . a religion which con
sists in the observance of externals. That is what wa s 
wrong with the Scribes and Pharisees. To them religion 
consisted in the observance of the ceremonial law . It 
easy to confuse religion with religious practices . It is 
possible--and indeed not uncommon--to teach that re
ligion consists in going to Church, observing the Lo rd 's 
Day, fulfilling one's financial obligations to the Church, 
reading ohe' s Bible . A man might do all these things and 

far off being a C hristian, for Christianity is an 
attitude of the heart to God and to man . 

(2)Teaching is false if it produces a which 
consists in prohibitions. Any religion which is based on 
a series of "thou shalt nots" is a false religion. If a 
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c ould become a Christian simply by abstaining from 
doing things Christia_nity woul_d be a much easier religion 
than it is. But the whole essence oi Christianity is 
it does not consist in not doing things; it c onsists in 
doing things , of "bearing fruit. " 

(3) is false if · produces an easy religion . 
There were false teachers in the days of Paul, an echo 
of whose teaching we can hear in Romans 6. They said 
to Paul: ''You believe that God's grace is the biggest 
thing in the universe?" "Yes." "You believe that God's 
grace is wide enough to cover every sin?' "Yes." "Well 
then , if that be so, let us go on sinning to our hearts' 
content. God will forgive. And, after all, our sin is 
simply giving God's wonderful grace an opportunity to 
operate." A religion like that is a travesty of religion 

cause it is an insult to the love of God. Any teaching 
which pushes judgment into the background and makes 
men think lightly of sin, is false teaching. 

(4) Teaching is false if it divorces religion and life. 
Any teaching which removes the Christian from the life 
and activity of the world is false. That was he mi stake 
the monks and the hermits made. It was their belief 
that to live the Christian life they must retire to a de
sert or to a monastery, that they must cut themselves 
off from the engrossing and tempting life of the world. 
Any teaching which encourages a man to take what John 
Mackay called "the balcony view of life" is wrong. The 

is not a spectator from the balcony; he is in
volved in the warfare of life . 

(5) Teaching is false if it produces a religion which 
i s arrogant and separatist. teaching which en
courages a man to withdraw into a narrow sect, and to 
regard the rest of the world as sinners, is false teaching. 
The function of religion is not to erect middle walls of 
partition but to tear them down. Exclusiveness is not 

religious quality; it is an irreligious quality. Fosdick 
quotes four lines of doggerel: 
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are God's chosen few, 
others will be d amned; 

T ere is no room in heaven for 
We can't have heaven crammed . " 

Religion is meant to bring men closer together, not to 
drive men apart. Religion is meant to gather men into 
one family, not to split them up into hostile grouµ,. 
The teaching which declares that any Church o r any 
sect has a monopoly of t he grace o f God i s false teach
ing , for Chris is not the Ghrist who divides , He i s 
the Chri st who unites. 7 
--Apply: The conclusion Chri.st us to draw is 
that when religion produces these "fruits of fa l se
ness" not only is our teaching false but we who pro
claim it have become ''false prophets." 
3 . A Condemnation That Is Experienced 
--vs. 19 
--Note: This is stern talk! It brings to mind the 
Lord's parable of the barren fig tree (Luke 13 : 7) . As 
much as the gardener cared for it , there came a day 
when he heard h i s master say, "Cut it down!" 

of fairness Christ gives us ample warning of 
the judgment that awaits the life that refuses to bear 
"good fruit . " 

Paul speaks of this condemnation. "And no 
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 
light. Therefore it is no great thing if h i s mini sters 
a lso be transformed as the min i sters of righteo usness; 
whose end shall be a ccording to their works ." (II Cor. 
11:14-15). 
--Note: Jesus ends this lesson on a positive ote. 
Not only is there a caution , and a classification , there 
is als o : 

III. A 
--vs. 20 · 
t&uthtBat 
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--Living Bible: "Yes, the way to identify a tree or a 
person is by the kind of fruit produced. 11 

--Note: Jesus looks each of us straight in t he eye when 
he .says this. And in so doing he challenges us t o bear 
good fruit--the ruit that only the Holy Spirit can produce 
within us. And what is this fruit? 
-- 5/'t T 
1 . . It is revealed as love both for God and for our 
fellowmen. Jesus s a id , 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind," and " ... thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 

love described here is not just for those who stir 
or compassion in us, but for all men. The Lord 

Jesus said , "Love your enemies .. . and do good to them 
that de spitefully use you. "? This kind of love is never gen
erated but can only be effected by God fact , 
one of the thrilling evidences of the supernatural in the 
Christian experience i s to see two people who have "per
sonality conflicts," grow to genuinely and easily love one 
another. twelve apostles all four of the 
temperament types, and yet Jesus s aid to them , "B this 
shall all men know that ye are My if ye have 
love one for another. a church heartache could have 
been avoided had the Holy Spirit been allowed to produce 
the fruit of love in the lives of believers. 
2. Joy . The joy provided by the Holy Spirit is not limited 
by Ma y have the mistaken idea that they 
can be happy if their circumstances work out properly. 
Really, they are confused about the difference between 
happiness and joy. John Hunter of England, said , 
"Happiness is something that just happens because of the 
arrangement of circumstances, but joy endures in spite 
of circumstances." 

No Christian can have joy if he depends upon the circum
stances of life. 

In the Scripture II joy" and II rejoicing" are frequently 
as expected forms of Christian behavior. They 
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are not the result of self-effort but are the work of the 
Holy Spirit in your life, which causes you to "commit 
your way unto the Lord, and trust also in Him." 

The Apostle Paul, from a prison dungeon, said, 
"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say rejoice. 11 

(Philippians 4:4). Any man that can rejoice and be con
tent while in prison has to have a supernatural source of 
power! 
3. Peace . The spoken of here is really two-fold. 
Someone has described it as "peace with God" and the 
"peace of God." 

(1) Peace with <:;od, which the '':t;,eace I leave with 
you," i the result of our salvation experience by faith. 
Man outside of Jesus knows nothing of peace in 
relationship with God because his sin is ever before him 
and he knows he is accountable before God at the Judg
ment. However , when this individual takes Jesus Ch ist 
at His word and invites Him into his life as Lord and 
Savior, the realization of God's forgiveness of his sin 
really grips his heart and he has peace with God. Romans 
5: 1 states it , "Therefore , being justified by faith , we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(2) The of God is a result of sanctification . It 
is not automatically possessed by Christians as is peace 
with God. The ''peace of God , " is untroubled in 
the face of difficult circumstances, is illustrated by the 
Lord who was sound asleep in the lower part of the ship 
while the twelve disciples were frightened beyond ration
ality. ratio of twelve to one is very clearly evident 
among Christians today. 
4. ong sufferin . Patience and endurance are synonyms. 
''Longsuffering means suffering long." It would be c har
acterized by an ability to bear injurie s or suffer reproof or 
affliction without answering in kind. 
5. p entleness . It is a thoughtful, polite , gracious, 
considerate , understanding act of kindness which stems 
from a very heart. It is the result of the sion 
of the Holy Spirit for a lost humanity. 
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This gentle C aracteristic of the Holy never 
asks such questions as, "How often must I forgive my 
brother when he sins against me? 11 or , 11 I forg ive 
a brother who does not ask for forgiveness?" The Holy 
Spirit is able to give gentleness in the face o f all kind s 
of pressures. 
6. Goodness is defined as "generous of 
and possessions. 11 It is more interested in t han 
receiv ing . There is something therapeutic about d oing 
for ot hers that lifts a man out of the rut of self-thought . 
It is one thing to get good impulses; it is quite another to 
transmit them into acts of goodness. 
7. Faith. It involves a complete abandonment to God and 
an absolute dependence upon Him. It is a perfect antidote 
to fear, which causes worry, anxiety and pessimi sm. 

The Bible teaches that there two sources of fa ith. 
The first source is the Word of God in the life of the be
liever. Romans 10:17 states, ''Faith cometh y hearing 
and hearing by the Word of God 11 • The second is the Holy 
S irit. Our text, Galatians 5:2 2-2 3 , lists faith as a fruit 
of the Spirit. If you find that you have a temperament 
that is conducive to doubts, indecis ion and fear, then as 
a believer you can look to the filling of the Holy Spirit 
to give you faith which will dispel the emotions and 
actions of your natura 1 nature, including fear, doubt, 
anxiety, etc . It will take time, however; habits are bind
ing chains, but God gives us the victory in Christ Jesus. 
'Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and He shall 
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord. 11 

(Psalm 27:14.) 
8. Meekness. The natural man is proud, haughty , arro
gant, and self-centered, but when the Holy 
Spirit fills the life of an individual he will be humble , 
mild, submissive and easily entreated. 

The greatest example in the world of meekness is the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He was the Creator of t he 
universe , and yet was willing to h umble Himself, take 
on the form of a servant and become subject to the whims 
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of humanity, even to the point of death, that He might 
purchase our redemption . Here we see the Creator f 
man buffet ed , ridiculed , abused and spat upon by Hi s 
own creation . Yet he left us an example of not reviling 
again. 
9. Self-control. The King James Version translates it 
"temperance ," but really it is self-control or self-di s
cipline. ''Self-control" will solve the Christian's pro
blem of emotional outbursts such as rage, anger , fear, 
jealousy, etc. , and cause him to avoid emotional ex
cesses of any kind. The life that bears the fruit of the 
spirit will be one that is consistent , dei:endable and well 
ordered. 8 

CON: The warning sign on the Berlin Wall, "Any 
who enters into this area will be shot , 11 may be fright
ening but it has an lives. 

The warning of Jesus , 11 Believers beware! 11 be 
if heeded it will save your life. It ill 

save you from following those who would lead you astray. 
The Challenge Christ offers is t hat you be so filled 

with His Spirit that by the fruits of your life you will be 
known as a Child of God. 
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