
SUIJECT--- ----------------

Matthew 7: 13-29 TEXT--------------------

TITLE "THE RESULTS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE" 

SCRIPTURE READING,---------------

DELIVERIES: Date 
F.B.C. 1-19-94 

Hour 
Wed. 

Place 
San Angelo, TX 

13S E.F~---'--=-="----

CLASSIFICATION: 

--EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 
- -TEXTUAL 
- -TOPICAL 
---DEVOTIONAL 

Results and Comments: 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ________________________________ _ 



riB.C, 

Vol. 8, No. 12 1 December, 1992 

THE RESULTS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
Matthew 7:13-29 

(Seventh in a series of seven messages on the Sermon on the Mount) 

~inoa left millions of dollars in trust 
funds as a young lady to live the wild life 
of a Hell's Angels motorcycle gang in 
California. After two decades with the 
California bikers, Linda returned to Texas. 
She turned states evidence and her 
testimony was instrumental in sending her 
ex-husband lair to prison on drugs and 
weapons charges. August 10, 1992, 
Linda answered the flower delivery man's 
knock. She later told police that as she 
signed the receipt, the man pulled a .22-
caliber pistol from his belt and announced, 
"This is from Blair." He shot her several 
times, leaving her partially paralyzed. What 
made this story interesting to me was a 
striking sentence in the newspaper article 
which recounted the s~to~ -""~ ~~~ 
jeiw:IJLCC..--.J!~ --!th~i~s;.....· ut investigators 
strongly suggest who came calling that da)'.: 
Li ' " 

In less dramatic ways, that statement 
is true of each of us. All through life we 
have to deal with the consequences of our 
actions when our past comes calling. All of 
us are in fact prisoners to our experiences. 

at we experience today usually grows 

out of past choices. And what we 
experience in the future will grow out of 
present choices. As ~~LI..!wu.· U~QWiQIL 
once put it, "Everybody sooner or lateRsits 
down to a banquet of consequences." 

Jesus closed His Sermon on the 
Mount with an illustration of that truth. The 
choices we malcP JQ<1ai- Jesus affirmed, will 
determine the yonseguences we experience 

4'.lm<>ITQW. 

The Choices 
(7:13-23) 

Let's look, first of all, at the 
choices. ife consists of a continuous 
sequence of choices. Some choices are 
!osigoificaot. like which tie we will wear or 
which shoes we will put on. Other choices 
are more iisoificant because of the way 
they impact our lives.>Jesus described two 
significant choices. 

We choose, first of all, our /, 
-, haracter ( ·13-14). The answer to the 13 
question, "Who am I?" is revealed in the 
choice we malce about out haracter. e 
can enter the narrow gat d follow the 
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. way that leads to life. Or, we can 
take the broad gate and follow the 
way which leads to destruction. In referring 
to a gate and a way, Jesus focused on two 
key choices everyone must make. 

{J) e must, first of all, determine our 
identity. To what will we give our ultimate 
allegiance? According to the Bible, we only 
have ll!tO cbajces, We can choose to 

A •ideoti{y with Christ and seek His will, or 
s. we can choose to ideoti{f with the world 

and seek our own will. lioosing Clirist's 
way over e world' s way and deciding to 
do hrist's will instead of our will is a 
difficult decision. It is easier simply to go 
with the crowd. That is why Jesus referred 
to this choice as " e narrow gate." When 
we choose to go through the narrow gate 
and seek to follow the will of Christ, we 
identify ourselves as children of God. As 
children of God, we are _iixeo a new 
111tnre 

aul talked about the inclination of 
our new nature in his Roman epistle. He 
said, ' r o w o are ordffig to the 
flesh1 set their minds o tlie · ngs of the 
flesh, ut those who are according to the 
~ irit, e things of the Spint" oih. 8:5}. 

When we choo.&: Christ, He gives us 
a new nature and He plants within us this 
new inclination. Each of us must then 
decide whether or not we will deve)np that 
new nature and follow that new inclination. 

o choose the narrow gate of Christ 
is not the end but the beginning of the 
development of character. When we choose 
Christ He gives us the poreotial of a new 
character. However, we must then decide 
eacb dar to love Christ and live for Christ 
and obey Christ so that we can develop 
that character. 

To say it another way, when we 
choose Christ we are adopted into the 
family of God. We become baby Christians. 
We are given the potential of becoming a 
mature, productive Christian. However, to 
realize that potential requires a life of daily 
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discipline. 
We ~aci:awie,.,our character when 

w · · "ally give ourselves to Christ. We 
v our character when we live in 

fellowship with Christ. 
iffie ey · t is to remem that 

we do not ~md who we are as 
Christians. Rather, we ~ who we are, 
and we decide that by our initial deci siQ(I 
to identify with Christ and then by our 
cootiouom decisiou to walk in fellowship 
with Christ. 

We not only choose our character. ~ · 
e also choose our conducl ~7: 5-23 I f 

Character has to do with ~ we are. 
onduct has to do with hg,w we act. 

Unfortunately, our conduct is not alwa s · el. 
line with our true character. Gead ~,,,,., •. , 

. esus . illustrated this point ~ th a )f nvif/e~· 
wammg agamst and· ~e~ ,,. 

ti i n. When Jesus referred to "tl'le 
se liets wfio come to you in shee ' s 

othing, bufinwardly are ra enous ves" 1 S-
(v. 15) He was reminding us that people 
are not always what they seem to be. When 
Jesus said, ' o e_yecyone wli says to Me,~ :1./ 

>r.il: Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 
eaven," He was saying that people do not 

always do what they · important 
in ur life is not ur a or our 

firmati u"'*'-Millll'ilMIIII~ 
L i The story is told of a man who 
went to visit the Vatican. He was being 
shown all the important items kept in the 
treasure room of the Vatican. One of the 
things he was shown was a hen. The guide 
said, "This en is a direct descendant of 
the cock that crowed when Peter denied his 
Lord. It is therefore very significant." e 
visitor said, "That's good, but does it lay 
an_y eggs?" 

~ffl..Y1 We can choose to make~~IAMl&2-
we do not believe and to make ~Allj~t... 

we do not fulfill.@ we can choose to 
c;noduct aurse)ves in a way cwisis1eP1 with 
our identity as children of God. ese are 
ehoices every person must face. 
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These choices we make will lead 
inevitably to certain consequences. esus 
illustrated this in His beautiful parable of 
the two house builders. Can you remember 
singing about this parable as a little child? 
I can. We would sing about the foolish 
man who built his house on the sand. We 
would demonstrate with our hands the 
falling of the rain and the rising of the 
water. Then, in a dramatic flourish, we 
would fall to the ground when we sang of 
the destruction of the foolish man's house. 
Then we would go through the same 
motions to describe the actions of the wise 
man, only in this instance, we would not 
fall to the ground but would stand firm to 
demonstrate the stability of the wise man's 
house. What was Jesus saying in this 
parable? 

First, esus reminded us of tlie 
/ , inevitability of a testing time in our life. 

Jesus made no distinction between the 
storms which would descend on the wise 
man and those which would fall on the 
foolish man. They were the same. 
Likewise, Jesus was saying, the storms of 
life will come to all of us. Christian is 
not immune from trouble. One who builds 
his house on the rock is not isolated from 
the difficulties of life. Inevitably, each of 
us will face those experiences which will 
test the very foundation of our life. 

ILLlJS. In an old parable of Buddha, a 
woman loses her son and in her 
bereavement seeks solace. Buddha tells her 
he will give her peace if she will bring 
him a single mustard seed. However, the 
stipulation is that it must come from a 
home where no one has ever experienced 
sorrow. In her searching, she realires that 
she is not alone in her grieving. 

lrfPJ..y: Suffering does not come just to the 
unprepared and uncommitted. Suffering is 
a universal experience of life that comes to 
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all of us. Both those who build their house 
on the ~ d those who build on the 

ill have to go through the storms. 
Second, Jesus reminded us of the J. . 

connection between our choices and 
consequences. The consequences each 
builder experienced was determined by the 
choices he made before the storm came. 

Susannah Wesley, mother of John 
and Charles, experienced a great deal of 
sorrow in her life as she gave birth to 
eighteen chil~the space of twenty
one years.~ her husband, was 
involved in religious controversy and ended 
up in debtor's prison. While her husband 
was in prison, the religious radicals 
continued to attack her house. A vandal set 
fire to her garden and slashed the udders of 
the family cows. She knew the reality of 
suffering, yet she survived! What was her 
secret? She later explained, " e best 
preparation I know of for suffering is a 
regular and exact performance of present 
duty." 

Faith and discipline characterized her 
life. She built her life on the rock. 
Consequently, when the storms of life came 
she was able to stand firm. 
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(Third and fourth in a series of outlines on the book of Mark) 

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS 
Mark 1:12-13 

After Jesus' baptism by John and 
His anointment by the Holy Spirit and His 
affirmation from God, Mark said Jesus 
"immediately" went out into the desert. 
Jesus' life was not lived in isolation from 
the challenges of life but in the midst of 
the harsh realities of life. Three phrases 
describe this experience in the life of Jesus. 

"He was ... being tempted by 
Satan." Mark did not elaborate on these 
temptations. We have to turn to Matthew to 
find out the nature of these temptations. 
Mark simply said Jesus was tempted. The 
word means "to entice to do evil." 

This experience of Jesus teaches us 
two lessons we can apply to our lives: 
temptation is universal, and temptation is 
not the same thing as sin. 

"He was with the wild animals." 
Mark is the only one of the Gospel writers 
who mentioned the wild animals. Why did 
Mark mention this fact? Probably to show 
us that the region where Jesus was tempted 
was a place of utter peril and abandonment. 
Even in this hostile environment, Jesus was 
able to resist temptation. 

"And the angels attended Him." This 
statement tells us something about God, 
that He is with us in the hard times of life. 
This statement tells us something about 
Jesus, that Jesus had to face the issue of 
temptation without the support of 
companionship. This statement also tells us 
something about us, that we do not have to 
face temptation without the presence of 
God. 

PREACHING THE GOOD NEWS 
Mark 1:14-15 

What did Jesus do when He came to 
Galilee? Mark said he came "preaching the 
gospel of God." The word "gospel" means 
good news. What is this good news? 

The good news of hope (Col. 1 :23)
The ancient world was a pessimistic world, 
a world of despair. The coming of Jesus 
brought hope to the hopeless heart. 

The good news of peace (Eph. 
6:15)- A battle is raging in the heart of 
mankind. He is estranged from God, uneasy 
about himself, in conflict with those around 
him. The coming of Jesus brought peace 
to the troubled heart. 

The good news of love (Eph. 3:6)
Mankind's basic understanding of God has 
focused on His threats rather than His 
promises. But Jesus proclaimed the message 
of a God who loves us so much He is 
willing to give His Son for us. 

The good news of life (2 Tim. 1:10)
Death was the dreaded enemy of man 
because it seemed so final. Jesus took the 
sting out of death by offering a life with 
God which was eternal. 

We can become participants of this 
good news by believing in Jesus (John 
3:16). As a result, we are established in a 
new relationship with God (2 Cor. 5:17-
18). This new relationship is possible 
because of God's grace (Eph. 2:8-10). 


