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- HOW TO TREAT OTHER PEOPLE 

( s cripture: Matthew 7:12 

INTRO: CARNEGIE CHARLES SCHWAB A 
SALARY OF A MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR. WHY WAS HE 
WILLING TO PAY A MAN MORE THAN THREE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS A WORKING DAY? WAS IT BECAUSE MR. 

J 
KNEW MORE ABOUT STEEL THAN ANY OTHER MAN? NO , 
UNDER HIM WERE MEN WHO KNEW MORE ABOUT 
STEEL AND ITS PRODUCTION. HE DREW THAT SALARY 
BECAUSE HE KNEW ONE FUNDAMENTAL AND MOST IM
PORTANT THING-- HE KNEW HOW TO TREAT OTHER PEO
PLE. lF YOU KNOW THAT ONE THING THERE IS HARDLY 
ANY LIMIT TO THE POSSIBILITIES OF YOUR SUCCESS IN 
ANY AREA OF LIFE. FAILING TO LEARN THAT , YOUR 
WILL BE CRIPPLED AND WARPED, IF NOT A TOTAL FAIL URE •1 

IF THERE IS GROUP THAT DOES NOT NEED A SER
MON ON HOW TO TREAT OTHER PEOPLE, SURELY IT IS 
A GROUP OF GOD-FEARING , CHURCH-GOING FOLK SUCH 
AS ARE GATHERED HERE TODAY . BUT CH RIST SEEMED TO 
QUESTION THIS. HI ENTIRE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
WAS DIRECTED TO HIS FOLLOWERS--THE GOOD ''CHURCH 
FOLK" OF HIS DAY. HE APPARENTLY FELT THAT EVEN 
THEY NEEDED A FEW POINTERS ON HOW TO TREAT OTHER 
PEOPLE! 

THEREFORE CHRIST WHAT IS PROBABLY HIS 
MOST UNIVERSALLY FAMOUS STATEMENT 
THINGS WHATSOEVER YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO 
TO YOU , DO YE EVEN SO TO THEM : FOR THIS IS THE LAW 
AND THE PROPHETS ." (Matt. 7:12) 

THIS IS SOMETHING THAT HAD NEVER BEEN SAID 
BEFORE. IT IS A NEW TEACHING, A NEW VIEW OF LIFE , 



NEVER BEFORE OR SINCE HAS 
THERE BEEN A MORE PROFOUND YET SIMPLE TEACHING 
ON HOW TO TREAT OTHER PEOPLE. 

I. CONSIDER HOW YOU WANT TO BE TREATED 
--vs. 12a "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 

men should do to you" 
"Treat other people exactly as you would like 

to be treated by them" 
--Note: When we do this we will try to as we would 

wish to be forgiven, to hel as we would wish to be 
helped, to aise as we would wish to be praised, to 

derstand as we would wish to be understood. 2 

--Apply: But how do we want to be treated? There are 
three things which we want from others: 
1. We want eo le o us, and, in liking us, to 
take a real interest in our lives. Nobody wants to be 
·gnored . One_of the saddest lines ·n the Bible i s : 
11 ••• no man cared for my sou l (Psalm 142 :4). 

When Will Roger said, ''I never met a man did 
not like," he did not mean that he liked everything 
about every person he met; but he looked beyond~ 
the real person and , in liking the real person, he him

became one of the best-liked men in the history 
of our den Rule works. If you want 
to be liked, begin by liking others. 
2. e want eo le to over look our faults and fo ive 
our failures. One thinks of Lincoln. Many 
wonderful things have been said about him, but the 
appraisal of Lincoln selected to be carved on his tomb 
in Springfield is this: "Now he to the ages. " 
Do you know who said that about Lincoln? It was 
Edwin Stanton -the same Stanton who once referred 
to Lincoln as "this great ·gnoramus from Illinois, a 
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baboon who doesn't have brains enough to be the 
President." But Lincoln kept Stanton in office be
cause, as he himself said, 11 He is the greatest Sec
retary of War we ever had. 11 Lincoln looked beyona 
Stanton I s faults and saw his real abilities. Eventually , 
Stanton did the same for Lincoln. 
3. want people to appreciate us. There is nothing 
vain or childish about that; it is a longing of eve ry 
human heart. We remember ten once came 
to Jesus, begging for healing. He quickly and freely 
used His power in their behalf. Only one of the ten 
took time to come back and say, "Thank You. 11 Surely 
there was disappointment and grief in the Master's 
voice as He said, there t ten cleansed? but 

are the nine (Luke 17: 17) lden R le 
works here, too. To get appreciation, giv
ing 

And this implies REWARDS. Jesus is saying 
we ourselves determine the way others are going to 
treat us. Most of us don't believe it. We like to 
blame others for our own trouble. Nevertheless, we 
largely write our own ticket. We can get any kind of 
returns we Our r wards be reat or small 
depending on 

\ 

ere are those who look with suspicion on re
wards as an incentive to religion. Jesus did not 
think that way. Indeed, the entire Sermon on the 
Mount is keyed to this idea. The Beatitudes hold out 
rewards for certain qualities of life. They climax 
with the promise "For great is your reward in heaven. 11 

Later in the Sermon he says, if ye love them which 
love you, what reward have ye?' Again, speaking of 
giving alms, he declares, 11 And thy Father which seeth 
in secret himse lf shall reward thee openly. 11 Jesus 
taught a rewarding gospel! 
Nowhere is this idea of reward 
observable, or more easily tested than in the matter of 
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I 
1 our everyday human relations. 4 

- Illus: Take the case of Lou Reese, of Scio, Ohio. In 
the depression year 1932 Lou bought an abandoned 
pottery plant at a sheriff's sale in that little town of 
l, 400 population. He then owned eleven cents and 
owed nearly $20,000. He and seven other penniless 
pottery workers who had been on relief started to 
work. They lived in the plant to save money. Lou 
and those who worked with him did wonders with the 
plant. He treated all employees as members of the 
same family. They were not unionized, because they 
received higher wages and more .benefits than the 
union asked. The minimum wage was one dollar per 
hour for unskilled labor long before the unions thought 
of it. made income 
high for the 850 employees. Needless to say, there 
were no strikes. In fifteen years the company grew 
from nothing to a business of four million dollars a 
year, the second largest whiteware pottery in the 
country. 

Then came the fire which completely demolished the 
plant. There was no insurance because the nature of 
the plant made rates prohibitive. It .seemed that a 
bright dream had come to an ugly end. But the next 
day after the fire all the employees and the entire 
population of the town turned out to help Lou Reese • 
rebuild. They offered to loan Lou Reese their savings. 
They cleared the debris of the plant. They salvaged 
the unbroken pottery. They worked without pay to re
store the building. Even steel companies, 
houses, and railroads offered Lou Reese special con
cessions to get the plant going again. It was all a 
living demonstration of the Golden Rule. Lou Reese 
treated his employees fairly, honestly, and generously. 
He got back in return the same kind of treatment. They 

... all .prospered It never fails. 
Like so many of the sayings of Jesus, this one is 
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t rue iot beca use he said it ; he s aid it bec a us e it is 
true . 

II. TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN DOING GOOD 
--vs. 12b "Do ye even also to them 11 

--Note: What would we other people to do to us? 
Jesus I answer is s i mple : not for t hem to 
do it to you. Do it to them first. " 

- -Note: It is not difficult to find many parrallels to this 
in its negative form. Hi..l,,l.Ql ''What is hat eful 

to yourself, do to no other." said, "What 
you d0-ne-t- w-ant t o yours e l , do do to 

, a Greek orator says , "Do not do to 
the things which make you 

e ative form this rule is in fact the basis 
of all ethical teaching, but no one but Jesus ever 
put it in its po sitive form. Many voices had said , 
"Do not do to others what you would not have them 
do to yo u , " but no voi ce had ever said , "Do to 
oth_ers what you would have them do to you." 

this rule is ut in its ne ative it 
i s not an essentially relig ious rule at all. It is sim
ply a common-sense statement without which no 
socia l interco urse at all would be possible. 

Further , e · e f of the rule involved 
nothin more than not d i rta · n thin ; it means 
refraining from certain actions. is never very 
difficult not to do things. is the kind of principle 
that could we I be by a man who has no belief 
and no interest in religion at all. A man might fol 
ever refrain from doing any injury to any one else 

a iG his 
When this rule is ut ositivel , le 

enters into life, and a n to our fellow-
men. It is one thing to say , " I must not injure 
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people. That, the law can compel us to do. It is 
thing to say, 11 I must go out of my 

way to help othet people and to be kind to them, as 
I would wis h them to help and to be kind to me P 
That, only love can compel us to do . 

- Il us: a man has a car the law can compel him to 
drive it in such a way that he does not injure anyone 
else on the road, but no law can compel him to stop 
and to give a weary and a foot-sore traveller a lift a
long the road. It is quite a simple thing to refra.in from 
hurting and injuring people; it is not so very difficult 
to respect their principles and it is a 
far harder thing to make it the chosen and deliberate 
policy of to go out of our way to be as kind to them 
as we would wish them to be to us. 

And yet it is just that new attitude which makes life 
beautiful. When a man has this new attitude he will 
never seek to avoid doing things; he will always look 
for things to do. Clearly this will make life much more 
complicated; clearly he will have much less time to 
spend on his own desires and his own activities, for 
time and time again he will have to stop what he is doing 
to help someone else. He can never do it until self 
withers and dies within his heart. To obey this command
ment a man must become a new man with a new centre 

1 to his life .7 

The positive form of the teaching is preferable to 
the negative. The negative confines us to the region 
of justice; the positive takes us into the region of 
generosity or grace, and so embraces both law and 
prophets. Righteousness thus becomes not merely a 
matter of avoiding sin but of doing good .8 po, 

- -Apply: But in :wha way am I to take the iniative ow 
can I put into practice the positive aspect of Christ's 
golden rule? . ,...,.,,..,. . 

.. .. Get interested in other eo le. You can win 
more friends in ontb by being interested in them than 
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in ten years by trying to get them interested in you. 
nstead of boring people about the details of 

operation or children, ask them to tell you the details 
of theirs. Instead of talking about your vacation , find 
out what the other person did on hi 

I I 

(2) Do not criticize anybody a . en 
you a person he immediately sets up a de
fense mechanism against you. He will begin to pick 
out the things abou you he does not like, and empha
size them, and end up by not liking you. JIJJu; .. . 

(3) Do our: work and et about ets the 
redit. "The ta lent of success 
s nothing more than doing what you can well, ..sllQ do

ing whatever you do without any t hought me • 
- -

(4) Meet criticism from others with a smile and 
good will. In the asks this question , 
"@rd , who b in thy tabernacle?" Among 
others , he says, " He t hat not with his 
tongue." No person can continue to hold a grudge 
against you unless that grudge is at least partly re
turned. 

(5) Learn to get along with yourself. More often 
t han not , conflicts between ourselves and others 
spring from a conflict within ourselves. When you 
have an emotional conflict, then everybody you meet 
will probably be a bit upsetting to you. Settle your 

personal arguments and disturbances and get 
at peace with yourself, then peace with others be 
comes natural and easy. 

he ability to treat others fairly is, to my mind, 
the most precious talent any person can possess. It 
will do more for you than anything I know. Further-
more, it is the su o your religion, for Christ -
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said , 11--SY. his shall all men know that ye are my 
ciples if you love one another. 7 Hc ·· 

1 

III . LET THE BIBLE BE YOU GUIDE 
- -vs. 12c 11 For this is the law and the prophets 11 

- -(Living Bi ble ) 11 This is the teaching of the laws of Moses ,, 
in a nutshel1 11 

(Phillips) 'This is the essence of all true religion'! 
- '-Note: 11 F'or 1s the law the prophets 11 • i s no \V 

strange and harsh task which I before you, 11 

says Christ, "but one which God required from His 
people since the beginning .11 In this declaration , Christ 
placed His imprimatur upon the authenticity and author
ity of the Old Testament scriptures, for our Lord had 
never backed up His own teaching with anything less 
than an appeal to that which was and is the very Word 
of 

Religion for Jesus was never a matter of restric-
tive duty or careful creed. It was a commitment of life. 
It was a matter of doing and believing and giving. 

.... had a law . had a system. 
had a principle. toi had philo s ophy . 

a life, an ideal instead of a code, an art 
instead of a set o f rule s. It is this that transforms human 
existence and fills it with exciting possibilities. And 
the Bible (the II law and the prophets is the guide to 

· · f life. 11 

In your Family Life 
--Eph. 5:25 "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 

also loved the church , and gave himself for it" 
--Note: Failure to live by the gold standard is a root 

cause of family conflicts. Divorce may result when 
marriage partners abandon it. During courtship , a young 
man's first thought is of his fiancee. He polis hes his 
hot-rod , scrubs h i s face, blowdries his hair, buys a 
corsage , and takes her out. He pays meticulous a tten
tion to her every need. The whole campaign is exe
cuted in strict conformity with the commandments of 
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St. Emily Post. After marriage, he is likely to regard 
the gold standard as a relic. Women are· not 
helpless. They can open car doors for themselves. 
Dust does not destroy a car's usefulness. As for 
flowers, they exist in profusion in back yard, just 
waiting to be picked by feminine hands. Besides, 
American men pamper their women too much. Why 

-else do their wives outlive them by five or six years? 
Soon the bloom is off the rose. The marriage becomes 
a self-service market with eager customers but w.ith 
no one to put goods on the shelves. The goods 
quickly consumed and the market goes bankrupt .1 

The best guarantee that your family will survive 
and prosper is found in following the Bible as a guide 
for family life. 
2. In Your Business Life 

--Lev . 19:13 "and you shall pay your hired workers 
promptly. If something is due them, don't even keep 
it overnight." (Living Bible) 

The Golden Rule works in economics. A lead-
ing economist of India, Professor Thomas of Madras 
University, put it this way: To keep your neighbor 
poor while you rise in wealth is now unsound economic 
policy; for without a corresponding rise in your brother's 
purchasing power, you will yourself be hit, whatever 
may be your business. India is the biggest demonstra
tion of this truth. 13 

--Apply: You are an employer of labour, and you speak of 
your workers as hands. You have little interest in them 
except as work-producers. You forget that outside the 
shop door or the mill gate they have their homes and 
families, their hopes and fears, and all those interests 
that go to make up human life. How would you like 
to be treated as a hand, holding your job at another 
man's mercy and liable to be thrown out of employment 
without regard to the circumstances of your home and 
family? Or you are one of the employed, and when you 
get the chance you slack off or you scamp your work. 
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to maintain your business against strong competition. 
Under the stress and pressure of the struggle you are 
in danger of becoming hard and unscrupulous, of re
garding your neighbours merely as competitors and plan
ning to get the better of them. Doubtless that 
may be how they are regarding you, but is it right, is 
it humane, is it according to the teachings of the 

1 Bible? If not, then it is your duty, as far as in you 
lies, to cultivate such a spirit as shall lead to brotherly 

instead of cut-throat .14 

3 . In Your Personal Relations 
12a 'whatsoever ye would that men should do to 

YOU" personal! e a 
eal to sa p__ecso11a elations other 

. t · s on in this matter . 
you see a in the Bible you 

1~('l.~ need to discover what is "there for!" The 
"therefore" looks back to what had said in the 
previous s ection (verses cannot expect to 
receive good things from God if we are not fair and 
good toward others . 

" more shall Fattier which is in 
heaven give good things to them that ask Hirn? 

all ye that men shoula do 
to you, do ye even so to them 

. -

V • 
your Father in heaven goad things to 

you when you a s k Him, make it your care to do good 
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unto all who come within the sphere of your influence . 
God dealt with you, 

generosity and liberality unto men. Don't let con
duct be determ ne by how vo • 

rather by how God treats you ~well 
1s ru e app no on y o 

for as long as we are in this world there will be offences, 
and thus the mutual need of forgiving and receiv ing for
giveness. "Forbearing one another, and forgivi ng one 
another , if any man have a complaint against any: even 
as Christ forgave you, · so also do (Col. 3:13) If 
we resent the idea that others should require flawless 
perfection from us, then we must not demand it from them. 
If we desire that our fellows view our unwitting failures 
with the eyes of charity, then we must cultivate the 
same attitude. If we refuse to forgive those who tres
pass against us, God will not forgive us our trespasses. 
(Matt. 6:15) 16 

· - Note: Just what does the Bible say about my personal 
relations. Let's -look at a few guidelines it offers. 

--Lev. 19:8 
"Thou shalt not avenge nor bear any grudge aga inst 

the children of thy-people, but thou shalt. love thy 
neighbour as thyself: I am the Lord." 17 

--Illus: Take the matter of speaking evil of others. How 
often does it happen in a social gathering that the 
characters of the absent are picked to pieces, their 
foibles are mercilessly exposed and stories are told to 

discredit. At such a time and when we are ready 
to say the witty thing and raise the unkind laugh, the 
golden rule bids us stop and think. How should I like 
others to do this to me? How should I like to feel that 
in my absence all my weaknesses were light 
and my character made to appear ridiculous? 

--Exodus 23:4 "If thou meet thy neighbour's ox or his ass 
going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again." 

--Deut. 15:7-8 "Thou shalt not harden thy heart nor shut 
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thine from thy poor brother; but thou shalt ope n 
thine hand wide unto hi m, and shalt surely lend him 
sufficient for his need , and that which he wanteth. 

-Prov. 24:17 "Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth , 
a nd let not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth ." 

-Prov. 25:21 "If thine enemy be hungry , give hi m bread 
to eat; and if he be t hirsty , give him water to d r ink . 

CON: The Golden Rule this an much more! "T e
fore whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and 
the prophets." is saying, "This is how to treat 
other people. 

Some have even said, "The Golden Rule s my 
religion. Those who say that make a serious mistake , 
because the Golden Rule i s not a relig 'o ; it is merely 
an expression of religion. Withoµt the re -

meaningless. 2 

Jesus says, "Behold I stand at the door and knock; 
if any man hears my voice, and opens the door I will 
come in. you invited him into your life as 
Savior? Wnen you do the Golden Rule is no longer 
an unatta inable ideal,.. becomes your life style 
made possible by the indwelling Chri st who alone can 
teach you how to treat other people . 

SOURCES: 
J ' 
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pp. 96-97. 
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HOW TO TREAT OTHER PEOPLE 
Matthew 7: 12 Sardis Baptist Church 

Sunday, November 27, 2011 

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the 
law and the prophets." 

In this one verse Christ gives to us the supreme universal 
law of behavior and human relations. 

I. Consider How You Want To Be Treated--vs. 12a 

How do we want to be treated? 

1. We want people to like us. 

2. We want people to over look our faults and forgive our 
failures. 

3. We want people to appreciate us . 

so many of the sayings of Jesus, this one is true 
not because He said it; He said it because it is true. 

II. Take The Initiative In Doing Good--vs. 12b 

interested in other people . 

not criticize anybody about anything. 



your work and forget about who gets the credit. 

Meet criticism from others with a smile and good will. 

..,.. Learn to get along with yourself. 

Ill. Let The Bible Be Your Guide--vs. 12c 

1. In Your Family Life--Eph. 5:25 

2. In Your Business Life--Lev. 19:13 

3. In Your Personal Relations--vs. 12a 

CHim your 

as do, Go(den 
is 

made pos

Christ 

to treat 




