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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE ASK FOR FORGIVENESS? 
Matthew 6: 9-15 

Dr. Curtis Schofield 

It was a game. Bobby liked to play soldier. Today he had made himself a 

sword out of a stick. He tried to get his sister to play with him, but this was too 

rough for her. He chose the family goose for his opponent. He attacked! Around 

and around they went. It was great fun until he miscalculated, and the homemade 

sword fell upon the goose' neck. Fear filled his heart as he saw his father's favorite 

goose lying on the ground dying. His sister didn't help matters as she began to yell, 

"I'm going to tell daddy what you've done; you've killed his goose." 

He had to think of something. Finally he said to his sister, "We '11 bury the 

goose, and hide it and we won't tell anyone." I'll promise to do whatever you want 

if you will not tell dad about this goose. The plan seemed to work well. He worked 

out all the details. That night when his father came in, the goose wasn't missed. 

Everything seemed to be going well until after supper. When it came time for 

him to dry the dishes and for his sister to wash them, she said to him, "you're 
going to wash the dishes and dry them, too. If you don't, I'm going to tell dad." 

Well, that was all right with Bobby. He thought, once, that's not bad. But this hap

pened day after day after day. He found himself doing not only his work, but his 

sisters chores. And each day she would say, "if you don't do my share, I'm going 

to tell dad that I bet you killed the goose." This continued until he could tolerate it 

no longer. 

So one evening when his father was coming in, he met him in the street, and 

he confessed what he had done. He discovered that the end of the world did not 

come and that his father was understanding. His father forgave him. He went on 

into the house for the evening meal feeling like a different Bobby than he had in 

several days. After the evening meal, his sister said, "if you don't do my part, I'm 

going to tell." The atmosphere was completely different. He said, "You go ahead 

and tell. I've already told dad, and I've been forgiven." 

Forgiveness is sweet. Unconfessed sin is anxiety and frustration. In the Lord's 

Prayer in the 6th Chapter of Matthew, Jesus ur es us to ask for forgiveness. "For-
. 111::n:r5 c . LCJvR. i e, f(}/t :s ,, . "H .d I 

give us our tcMpJJSCs--as we 1org1ve th~se ~ne aes'l'ftSS agam,st tts, e sa1 . 

remember Harry Denman telling about a man who said to him, "Preacher, I can't 

pray that prayer. I can't pray that prayer because there's somebody I don't want to 

forgive. As Dr. Denman listened to this man, he discovered that this man had been 
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holding a grudge against another man for thirty years. The man said, "I will not be 
able to pray that prayer until I first get even with this man who hurt me thirty years 
ago." Dr. Denman said, "Why this is old, and he may die anytime. What if he dies 

Jl±:IE rr before you get even?" He said, "Then I'll take it out on his son." 
:fel(Ji;h,4;,-~ An unforgiving spirit is bitterness. Forgiveness is sweet, but an unforgiving 

spirit is bitterness. Jesus taught us the way to live is the way of fo·rgiveness. Jesus 
I remember one time the scripture tells us about 

four men bringing a man who was paralyzed to Jesus. The room was filled, and so 
they took off the tiles of the roof, and they let the man down into the presence of b-Ht¥T~~r 
Jesus. Jesus healed the man, and then He said, "Thy sins are forgiven thee." y~e..~I 

On another occasion, a woman came into where Jesus was eating with one of 
the religious leaders, and while He ate, she washed His feet with her hair and some 
expensive petfume. When one of the religious leaders objected to this type of 
woman, who was a prostitute, coming in and washing Jesus' feet, He said, "her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven." 

When Jesus was hanging on the cross, he looked out at the people who had 
crucified Him and He prayed, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they 
do." 

What happens when we ask for forgiveness. irst of a we give expression 
J to t desire within us to be reconciled--to be reconciled with God and to be recon

~";i,tue II'( iled with others. It is our nature to want to be with God and with others. We have 
c,V'f o F "Sf6 a problem, though. It's called a sin problem. That sin problem causes us to act 

primarily in self-interest and in such a way as to separate us from God and from 
other people. We see this illustrated in the Book of Genesis in the story of the 
temptation. God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden, and He said, "you can have 
everything here, but do not eat of the tree which is in the midst of the garden. Ye 

shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die." But both Adam and Eve 
gave in to the Tempter when he said, "if you eat of this tree, your eyes shall be 
opened and ye shall be as Gods." Therefore, they disobeyed God. The result was 
when God made His presence known to Adam again, God was saying, "Adam, 
where are you?" And Adam and Eve hid from the presence of the Lord among the 
trees of the garden. (See Genesis 3:8). And Adam said to God when God found 
him, "I heard Thy voice in the garden and I was afraid because I was naked and I 
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hid myself." When we disobey God, we separate ourselves from Him. When we 

are unfaithful to other persons, we separate ourse from them. This ,sa;w;;~m.,iis_ , 
__...;;...;.~;........-whe we:C(]tn.U~ our sins, when we ~!!,,,w,"'-"~"-~:'.t'P-'~ru::s~ ,and when we 

adwir that we have been wrong. 

It's not always easy to admit when we are wrong. I think this can be il

lustrated with a man driving an automobile. A friend of mine shared with me 

recently how that he and his wife were with a mayor of a certain city and his wife 

traveling to a convention. They rented an automobile. The mayor decided that he 

wanted to drive. As he drove across town, he became lost. Even though they were 

short on time, he refused to stop and ask for directions. He refused to receive any 

help from the other persons in the car. He insisted that he was not lost. He kept 

driving and driving and turning and turning until they missed their appointment. 

My friend said to me, "How simple it would have been if the mayor could just 

have admitted 'I'm lost' and stopped at a service station or stopped when we saw a 

policeman and asked for directions. We could have been put back on track. We 

could have made the convention if the mayor had been willing to admit that he had 

made a mistake, that he was lost and if he had been willing to confess it and ask for 

help." Jesus is saying to us that we can be reconciled to God and to other poeple if 

we admit we need help, and if we will ask for forgiveness. 

). , Secondl hen we ask for forgiveness, we experience our Heavenly Father 

as goo . God is good. It's out of the goodness of God that we see all the beauty of 

the creation He has given us. It is out of the goodness of God that God has given 

Himself through Jesus Christ. Yet, there is a part of us that is afraid that God is not 

good. It's like the demoniac that Mark tells about in the 5th Chapter of Mark. 

There was a part of this man, who lived among the tombs, that was pleased when 

Jesus arrived. He ran to Jesus eagerly. But there was also a part of him that was 

afraid of Jesus. When he ran to Jesus and fell upon his knees, he cried out, "Please 

don't hurt me; please don't hurt me." There's a part of us that is afraid that God is 

"out to get us, out to hurt us." 

I remember Don Moore, who at one time was a missionary to Borneo, telling 

about finding an old man in one of the villages in Borneo who refused to become a 

Christian because he said, "I know that God is not love. You missionaries are 

deceiving people. All my life I've been having to outmaneuver God because I 

knew that God was out to get me. Now don't go and tell me, toward the end of my 

life, that God cares about me, and that God is interested in what's st for me." 

-M•'-"'t: ~ ~ ~ ~ u ~ 
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D,-ff,'ivll-y i~ pteA/r~r "ou;e 151-T#FR,:, 
Martin Luther,~ reat leader of the Protestant reformation, had great~ 

ficulty in the beginning of · ministry seiving the Holy Communion. ~ t, he 
failed the first time he tried to s e the Communion. Throug&..,_....,.,..aA&,seling, he dis-
covered that the reason he failed to s e the Communi as his great hostility 
toward God. He was hostile toward God ause said, "I just can't understand a 
God who would do what He did to His So , e · g His Son to the cross." Later he 
came to understand that God is lov d that God is od, when he recognized the 
meaning of the scripture ~t 1d, "God was in Christ rec iling the world unto 
Himself." But it was o(}ust God putting the sins of the worl on His Son and 
making His S uffer. It was God becoming a human being Himse d taking 
upon · self the sins and sufferings of other people--the sufferings and sins that 

ong to us--because He loves us and cares for us. 
I came to understand this a little better in reading Charles Colson's book LIFE 

SENTENCE. In this book, he tells how after he was convicted for his part in Water
gate and was seiving a prison term, that a friend of his offered to take his place in 
prison. His friend said to the Judge, 1I will take Chuck Colson's place in prison so 
that he can be with his family, especially his son right now." He offered because 
Chuck C lson's son was in trouble and needed his father. 

3. Third1 when we ask for God's forgiveness we experience God delivering us ...,_ 
from our self-centeredness and freeing us to seive others now and forever. ---/7 

I was shocked this last week when the telephone rang, and I learned that a 
friend of mine, Km.__ Dixon, a veterinarian in oxville, Tennessee, had suddenly 
died of a heart attacka 54 years of age. H died on his day off on a beautiful city 
farm that he had develo . At his fune , he was remembered by countless per
sons as a person who loved imals a who was a special friend of their pets. He 
was also remembered by the v e · arians of the state of Tennessee because only a 
month before his death he was n ed Veterinarian of the Year of the state of Ten
nessee in 1988. He was remem re y the University officials and the 

sportswriters as a great supp r of the iorts program at the University of Ten-
nessee. He was at most eve football an basketball game. He was remembered in 
the Powell area of the ci~ as a great city f; er. His fields were immaculate. He 
had eighty head of cattl on his city farm. But remember him today as a man for 
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others--a man who had experienced forgiveness, and shared it with others. He 
reached out and helped others. I remember him as a person who, when I was his 
pastor, was the chairman of evangelism and would go out and visit and share 
Christ with others and invite them to church. 

Co RT'J. ~ / I remember one night as he went out to invite others to church, he visited a 
Schut,"elf man who was a financier in one of the financial institutions. This man convinced 

K.1>11 . 
b:t.YO ~ Dr. Dixon to invest his life savings in his institution. Dr. Dixon invested those life 

savings. Within a few short weeks, he had lost everything, because that financial in
stitution became insolvent. I remember how Dr. Dixon handled that situation, how 
he went back to the man after he had lost everything, confronted him with mislead
ing him, and then forgave him. He then put forth an effort to bring that man into 
the church. Forgiveness characterized his life. 

Following that loss, Ken Dixon went on to build his business, was able to buy 
the lot he wanted, bought the city farm, and became the chairman of the committee 
to build a family life center for the church. He did not let being treated unjustly 
determine his attitude toward life. He discovered through Christ that the way to re
late to others is to forgive. . 

That is discovery that many of us need to make as well. When we ask for 
forgivenes e discover the redemptive power of itting that we need help. We 

~ experience the goodness of God. Having then bee orgiven, we are free to forgive 
others. 
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