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SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6:1 (KJV) "Take heed that ye do not your 
alms before men, to be s e en of them: otherwise ye have no 
reward of your Father which is in heaven." 

Cor. 10:31b (KJV) "What soever ye do, do all TO THE GLORY 
OF GOD." 

NTRO: One winter's night in 1935, Fiorello LaGuardia, the 
mayor of New York, showed up at a night court i nthe poorest 
ward of the city. He dismi ssed the judge for the evening 
and took over the bench. That night a tattered old woman, 
charged with stealing a loa f of bread, was brought before 
him. She defended herself by saying, "My daughter's husband 
has deserted her. She is s ick, and her children are 
starving." 

The shopkeeper refused to drop the charges, saying, 
"It's a bad neighborhood, your honor, and she's got to be 
punished to teach other people a lesson." 

LaGuardia sighed. He turned to the old woman and said, 
"I've got to punish you; t he law makes no exceptions. Ten 
dollars or ten days in jail ." However, even while 
pronouncing sentence, LaGua rdia reached in his pocket, took 
out a ten-dollar bill, and threw it into his hat with these 
famous words: "Here's the t en-dollar fine, which I now 
remit, and furthermore I'm going to fine everyone in the 
c ourtroom fifty c ents f o r l iving in a town whe re a person 
t1as to steal bread so that her grandchildren can eat. Mr. 
Bailiff, collect the fines and give them to the defendant." 

The following day, a New York newspaper reported: 
"Forty-seven dollars and f i fty cents was turned over to a 
bewildered old grandmother who had stolen a loaf of bread to 
feed her starving grandchil dren. Making forced donations 
were a red-faced shopkeeper , seventy petty criminals, and a 
few New York City policemen ." (SBC Stewardship Commission, 
FB-32, pp. 9-10) 

The motives for giving were mixed. The mayor was 
motivated by concern. The others were motivated by 
coercion! 
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Why we do what we do is vitally important ~ 
in the matter of giving . . 4-e,. ~ ,V,tr/-)'Ves ,h.g_;- -:::r.N~f.!'>~RE. I - 1 - - - r/ 

. ~ . 1,,-,Jv{.,,., > '¼¼ ~ ' 
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--'II Cor. S:14a "The l ove o f Chris t constr ains 
(motivates) us." 

--NOTE: Perhaps someone asked Paul, "What motivates you 
to persist in the fac e of persecution, loneliness, 
imprisonment, and the threat of death?" Obviously it 



was not personal gain or public acclaim! 
Humbly the apostle answers, "ll'he love of Christ 

constrains us." 

~ A recent survey indicates th of church members say the Bible 
contains valuable teachings about money. 

An 
give is 

1. ove Fo 

motive for all we do and all we 

atttiew -38 (KJV) vs. 36 "Master, which is the 
great commandment in the law?" 

--vs. 37 "Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with al l thy mind." 

--vs. 38 "This is t he first and great commandment." 
--!I John 4:19 (KJV) "We love him, because he first 

loved us. 11 ~ • • .,..,.,._,.,..,._ ~-fl. 
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._..,...~rum::. in his book, The Crisis in the Churches, is right on 
target when he states· "What makes the pres<mt crises more serious is tha i is 
also as iritual crisis. Were itonly a problem of budgets, careful management 
would be enouoh, but the currenLcrisis is much dee er. Fund-raisers cannot 
fix it tis a spiritua crisis because · derive souLof the church. 

J]ie prob1e ies less in_churclunember~-;;;;;~~ 
J ~ ~ J.,( , -,Only a deep love for God will solve this 1 
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(KJV) vs. 38 "This is the first 
and great commandment." 



II. 

--vs. 39 "And the s e cond is like unto it, thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself." 

OTE: Proof of ou r love for others is our desire 
to give ... 

--II Corinthians 8:8 (KJV) "I speak not by 
commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of 
others, and to prove the sincerity of your love." 

God and love for others are 
nseparabl To love God is to love those He has 

_, ... ~~-· .. John is quite insistent on the point. 
--I John 3:17 (NKJV) "But who:so has this world's 

goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up 
his heart from him, how does the love of God abide 
in him?" 

Christian i nnately has certain key concerns. 
And these concerns m - ·v ristian giving. 
1. Concern That Our r1oritie Are Right 
-- atthew 6: 31-33 ( , __ . _ _ .l "Therefore take no 

thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall 
we drink? or, Wher ewithal shall we be clothed?" 

--vs. 32 "(For after all these things do the Gentiles 
seek:) for your h e avenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all t hese things." 

--vs. 33 "But seek y e first the kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you." 

- ILLUS: ~t the same time that President Johnson was 
zealously leading the way in funding the ever 
growing Great Society program, the country was also 
in the midst of t h e Vietnam War. The President's 
aides began to pre ssure him to establish some order 
of priority for t h e government's vast spending. He 
was advised that i f the war continued to should be 
the number one tas.k of the government and that the 
Great Society program should take second place. 

~n exasperate d aide marshalled enough courage 
to make this significant comment: "Mr. President, I 
appreciate your d e sire to see these worthwhile 
programs implemented, n u every hing can'~ be put 
f i st." 

una erline i n your m~...,llioli~"---statemen: 
"Everything can't be put fir t. 11 Transfer that 
significant truth from tn m of government and 
politics and apply it to your life. It is true, 
isn't it? Everyth ing can't be put first. (SBC 
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Stewardship Commission. FB-32, p. 10) 
--APPLY: The sincer e Christian is concerned that his 

priorities are in the right order. 
Obviously, a Christian's ability k~~ .._.Molal.._ __ 

11t....,;~~~~~~-~ l.c}'..-.· ~ ~d~etermi ed his or he 

are p aced er order when the 
Christian realizes giving is out of the resources 
which God provides . (=S=B~C'---"S~t=e=w=a=r=d=s=h=1='p"'-=C=o=m=m=i~s=s=1=·=o=n~, 
FB-32, p. 4) 

--BUT HOW does one place his priorities 
order? 

in the right 

man bougnt a picture and asKed the artist 
Whistler to assist him in hanging it in the right 
place. When Whist ler walked in to the room, the 
man held up the p i cture in one place and then in 
another. Finally, Whistler said, "You are going 
about this all wrong. What you need to do is to 
move all the furn i ture out, hang the picture where 
you want it, and t hen arrange all the furniture in 
relationship to t he picture." 

We often treat God as a nice addition to the 
furniture of our l ives. What we really need to do 
is to remove all t he furniture, put God in the 
central place, and then arrange all of the 
furniture of our l ives in relationship to Him. 

2. Concern That Ou Growth s Balanced 
-- · 1 Corinthians 8: "Therefore, as ye abound 

in every thing, i n f aith, and utterance, and 
knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your I ove 
to us, see that ye ab · is grace als-o." 

- ~'NOTE: Growth is no ~i,iia._.i-,iij~ipill, it is sometimes 
difficult. Exert i ng o grow, we easily 
become selfish, unfaithful, and indifferent to the 
needs of others. _ .-/..J-.. __ _ . A • L- ., J 
~ ~ _ ~ ~ f\'-1,1/)WIUI/~ 
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3. Concern Never Questioned 

--Titus 2:7 (KJV) "In all things shewing thyself a 
pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing 
uncorruptness, qravitv, SINCERITY," 

III. OBEDIENCE 
--Philemon 1:21 (KJV) "Having confidence in thy 

obedience I wrote unt o thee, knowing that thou wilt 
also do more than I say." 

--NOTE: ery child desire is parent, and 
every Christian desir es to please his Heavenly Father. 
And the way we please Him is to obey him . 

=:a:.U:=: frrour pa be "sensitive to seekers; we cannot neglect the 
demands of Biblical 

1. 

Malachi says, "Bring the whole tithe 
into the storehouse." WHY?" liat: there may be 
food in my house" (Malachi :10). he Old 
Testament Jew was to bring his tithe to a 
speci al room in the temple i n order to meet the 
needs of the Priest and the expenses of the 
temple . This was God's plan to finance His 
temple and take care of the needs of His 
priest. 

How do we apply this to the 20th century? 
Start by bringing the tithe to the local 
church. It would not be right to say that the 
Old Testament storehouse and the New Testament 
local church are one and the same. However, 
the practice of the early church, as recorded 
i n the New Testament, shows that offerings were 
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brought to the church just as the tithe was 
brought to t he storehouse (Temple) in the Old 
Testament. 

In Acts 4:34-35 we are told that all who 
were owners of land or houses would sell them 
and bring the proceeds of the sales, and lay 
them ' ~t the apostles' feet.~, Also, when 
Barnabas sold his land, he brought the receipts 
and laid them at the apostles' feet (v. 37). 
Even in the case of the misguided Ananias and 
Sapphira, the money was laid at the apostles' 
feet (Ac~s 5 : 2). Later when Paul furnished 
instructions for giving, he directed the money 
be brought to the gathering of the church on 
the Lord's Day. 

The New Testament p eems to be that 
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the church is more of a ._iiiiiii•~ thans a stor 
God ' s Financial p. lO f l,>"A1 °,1 ~e-o 

( 2) Hi m 
al .10 "And Prove me now herewith, 

saith the Lor d of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, tha t there shall not be room enough 
to receive i t ." 

- "___,_.....,...__ "But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus. " 

- APPLY: Next Sunday, ' 1 DE.D1CAtX.OIV D4Y'{, ,,#v /6 



of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:" 

--vs. 20 "Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 

--NOTE: The Great Commission is a "Mission 
mpossible" apar t from Christian giving! .•• 

CON; An I.R.S. auditor said, "The other day I checked a 
'W\DfrLlll{,,i..+/ return. Some guy with an income of $24,000 

claimed he gave $4,000 to some church. Sure, he was 
within the 20% limit , but it looked mighty suspicious 
to me. So I dropped in on the guy and asked him about 
his return. I thought he'd become nervous like most of 
them do, but not this guy. 

"Have you a rece ipt from the church?" I asked, 
figuring that would make him squirm. "Sure," he 
replied, "I always dr op them in the drawer." And off 
he went to get his checks and receipts. 

Well, he had me . One look and I knew he was on 
the level. I apologi zed for bothering him, explaining 
that I have to check on deductions that seem unusually 
high. As I was leavi ng he invited me to attend his 
church. "Thanks," I belong to a church myself." 
"Excuse me," he repl i ed, "that possibility never 
occurred to me." 

As I drove home , I kept wondering what he meant by 
that last remark. It wasn't until Sunday morning when 
I put my usual dollar in the offering plate that it 
came to me." (=L=i'""'v"""e""'l=--y,._=I-=1-=l"""u=s"""'.'--f==o=r---=E:.=f:..af=--e=--c=-=t-=i'""'"v--=ec........:P'""'r=--e=a=c=h=i=n=---g. 
King Duncan, p. 185) 

The difference i n the giving of the auditor and 
t he audited is that o f motivation. 

' tis more bles sed to give tl'lan to receive." 
Jesus was always maki ng such extreme statements. There 
was an extravagance about his messages that must have 
rudely awakened the nominal listener. His teachings 
were so different from popular conceptions. What he 
said so often ran counter to "common sense." (Robert 
J. Hastings, p. 44) 

But generous and extravagant Christian giving 
makes sense when the Christian is motivated by: 
I. VE 
II. 
III. 
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First Baptist Church 

Sunday Morning Sermon Notes 
November 9, 1997 

I. LOVE 

MOTIVES THAT INSPIRE 
Matthew 6:1 & I Corinthians 10:31b 

Pew Bible pages 837 & 994 

-II Corinthians 5:14a "The love of Christ constrains 
(motivC;ltes) us." 

>-A recent survey indicates that ta 5 % of church 
members say the Bible contains valuable teachings about 
money. 

1. Love For C-:, od 
-Matthew 22:36-38 
>-The problem lies less in church members' 

p~c,kc:.. f bt:>oks than in their hearts." 

2. Love For Q ./-he_r -i 
-Matthew 22:38-39 
>-Love for God and love for others are ioseoara...ble. I 

II. CONCERN 

1. Concern That Our P,; Dr; + 1 e s Are Right 
-Matthew 6:31-33 
>-"Everything can't be put f; rst " 
>-A Christian's ability to give generously is determined 

by his or her (1) / ,'fe_ s-1:-!J le, , 
(2) m one :1 , mam3ement- ,and 
(3) C--Dmm1 iazen t to Christ. 

2. Concern That Our (J rou 2-t /2 
-II Corinthians 8:7 

Ts Balanced 



is not a..uioraa.i;1'c , 

3. Concern That Our S ~ h c,e,r" ~is !=J Is Never 
Questioned 
-Titus 2:7 

III. OBEDIENCE 
-Philemon 1:21 "Having confidence in thy obedience ... " 
>In our passion to be "sensitive to seekers," we cannot 

neglect the demands of Biblical ob e d ; e o c e . 

1. Obedience To The Father's <l DtVtnQ ac/ 
(1) To T , ·1-h e-

-:-Malachi 3:10 
>The church is more of a C D ad. u:t than a 

storehouse. 
Ur, J1 

(2) To rco,,e. Him 
-Malachi 3:10b "And Prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts ... " 

> The bottom line on this issue is our 
understanding of Go cL 

>Our ability and willingness to give is based on 
our clea~ understanding of God's ability to 

-Philippians 4:19 "But my God shall supply all 
your need according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus." 

2. Obedience To The Son's C D Y(Jtt}I' 5S ;on 
-Matthew 28:19-20 

I------------------------------------------------------------------
1 Generous and extravagant Christian giving makes sense when 

th~ Christian is motivated by: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I. LOVE 
II. CONCERN, and 
III. OBEDIENCE 

May these be "motives that inspire" you as you make your 
commitment next Sunday, DEDICATION DAY, 1,{ovember 16! 

L-------------------------------------------------------------J 




