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THE GOOD LIFE 

Scripture: Matthew 6:19-34 

INTRO: THE ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, IN AN EFFC ,T 
TO BOOST CIRCULATION, ONE TIME RAN AILY CLUES TO 
TREASURE OF TWO HUNDRED IT HAD BURIED SOME1 
WHERE IN THE ST. ON THE DAY THE FINAL 
CLUE WAS PRINTED, TWO THOUSAND PEOPLE GATHERED IN 
FRONT OF THE NEWSPAPER PLANT TO GET THE FIRST EDITION 
AS IT CAME FROM THE PRESSES. TWENTY-FIVE MINUTES LATER 
THE TREASURE HAD BEEN FOUND ON SNELL ISLE". IN THE 
SCRAMBLE SEVERAL THINGS HAPPENED. SIX PEOPLE WERE 
JURED IN AUTO ACCIDENTS. SEVERAL WOMEN FAINTED IN TJiE 
MOB SCENE IN FRONT OF THE TIMES BUILDING. FOUR 
HAD TO BE DRAGGED OUT OF WAIST-DEEP MUD. AND THE 
CROWD RIPPED UP STAKES ON A BUILDING SITE, WHICH HAD 
TO BE RESURVEYED. THE NEWSPAPER PEOPLE AGREED THAT 
STUNT WAS A BIG SUCCESS. THE FOURTH OF JULY CIRCULA 
TION HAD BEEN UPPED 5 PERCE 

THIS TREASURE HUNT IS A SYMBOL OF A POPULAR ATTI
TUDE OF MIND. 
THE EFFORT TO GET SOMETHING FOR NOTHING IS A POPULA 
PASTIME. THE SEARCH FOR THE GOOD E IS OFTEN AN ALL-
CONTROLLING INTERES 

0 MUCH OF HIS 
ATTENTION TO MA SEARCH FOR THE GOOD LIFE. IT WAS 
NOT AN C INTEREST AS SUCH. IT WAS A RELIGIO S 
INTEREST. FO HE SAW MANY LOSING THEIR SOULS BY TRY
ING TO DEPEND ON TO MAKE THEM HAPPY. IN THE 
SERMON ON THE MOUNT HE DEALS WITH THE SUBJECT IN A 
DIRECT AND FORTHRIGHT HE THAT' @00D 
LIFE IS A LIFE OF E INVESTMENrS, UNWAVERING LOYALTIES 
AND (Crowe, Sermons from the Mount,pp.86-
8 7.) 



WISE INVESTMENTS 
--vss. 

But why is the "good life" a life of wise investments? 
things we live for determine the direction of 

our lives 

problem with most of us i s not piling up of trea
sure. We find it hard enough to pay our bills and taxes and 
keep up our obligations to our family and community. How
ever, we are not therefore excused from the point of Jesus' 
message. For Jesus is interested in the amount of 
money we have, as such. He is interested in the direction 
of our lives and their quality. And he knew that our attitudE 
toward mat erial things , regard less of the amount we might 
have, determines the set of our soul_:rand the richness of 
our lives .J 

An eighty-four-year-old ragpicker was buried in a paup 
er's grave in New York after he had died in surroundings of 
abject poverty. City authorities later found a o f 
$500,000 in a Brooklyn warehouse vault belonging to the 
old man. He name was enry Chapin Smit He was a 
uate of Harvard and had been a classmate of the Robert 
Frost and an intimate of the philosopher Henry James. 

. be gold ! 
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This principle holds regardless of the level of income. 
en men depend on security has 

way of folding u · 
Christ says these are unwise investments! (Crowe, Sermon. 
from the Mount, pp. 87-91. j 

2-0, But How? 
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en we l ive in 
loyal obedience to Christ, we accumulate wealth that will 
outlast this The Sermon On Mount ,pp. 
121-122) 

--vs . (Read) This is not visa versa. Our investments 
our interests and loyalties 

The a mphasis of Jesus is no\: 
nd wealth, but between stinginess and It is 

to life generous view of o nd goods 
makes life rich and ful . ?The grasping , 1 outlook 
upon things makes us of heart and poor of spirit. 
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Washington Carver was offered $100,000 a year by 
Henry Ford and the best laboratory money could b t 
he chose to live on his $1, 500-a-year salary at T 
Institute , studying George Washington 
t he discoverer of could have earned enough in 
one hour one day a week to live in luxury . e chose to 
ive to bless mankind. 

Each of us is controlled by some central, basic 
A person must decide for himself what this is 

to be. But Jesus reminds us to mark well the decision, for 
upon it depend the and of our lives. 

will your heart be also. 
-:> The Good Life is a life of wise investments. (Crowe, Ser

mons from the Mount,pp. 89) 

II. IS A or UNWAVERING LOYALITY 
--vs 24 

-Note : 

• 

. impossible to a double life. Jesus 
is saying that life was made to be unified by some 
single, unwavering loyalty . Otherwise ·t falls apart. 



loyalties make for frayed d isturbed 
And these things cause all kinds of mental and 

physical illness. The of the modern sciences of 
medicine and psychiatry are underscoring in a triking 
way the truth of the words of Jesus, 11 

11 For when we try to do so we are caught 
in the middle every time. 

Our mental health requires a su reme to alt 

P"' ¥--· 

en we cho ose God I we put a 
roof over our scattered souls. (Crowe, Sermons from the 

. Mount, pp. 97-10 2) 
--ILLUS: One t hinks of St. Paul when he said 11 ••• t hi on 

t hing I do ... (Philippians one focuses al 
his wers upon a single object, he discovers strength 



that he neve r knew he had. But when one cannot decide, 
then his life becomes weakened and po ssibly even 

l'.1,I l yzed 

I 

e must sett this matter wh is our master a nd 
he ur loyalty will be before we c an really know the 

life our Lord is talking (Allen, The Sermon 
On the Mount, pp. 131-133) 

III . IS A LIFE OF SIMPLE TRUST 
1--vss 25-34 
- -Note: Jesus ne well this universal plague o f fear. He 

was to the b1ighting effect of fear on the minds, 
bodies , a nd personalities of men. Many times he poke 
on the subject. He the onl real oluti to 
blem of fear. It no psychological trick . It is complete 
trust in God 
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God I s Care In Nature 
~ 

- -Note: cites fact of od's car for crea 
Even the birds of the air are the flowers of the field 
are clothed, and the lowly, perishable grass is n -

Jesus points out that if God takes care of these 
objects of hi s creation, he surely will not fail 

1mfn , t he highe st. (Crowe , Sermons from the Mount,pplO '. 

When you consider the worth of a human being . 
in compari son to that of a sparrow; 

to God will also 
for Hi s children ? 'he poet sums it up beautifully 

in these words: 
Said the robin to the sparrow, 
I should really like to know 
Why these anxious human beings 
Rush around and worry so. 

Said the sparrow to the robin, 
Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me . 

(Allen , The on the Mount, pp . 142-143) 
--&m,!y: Such simple trust is born out of observing God I s 

care in nature. 



2. That s Reassured By God's Knowledge of Our Need s 
- -vss . 32 - 33 
- -Exegesis: these passages Jesus i o way argues 

or planning or saving . He speak 
idleness or slothfulness or neglect of responsible 

and tfirifty li ·ng. Tnese things show a false idea of 
trust. The e to his message i s found 
translation o the phrase usually t ranslated 

It is more accurately translated , 11 

This phrase is a t ed five times in these t en V 

- ------:, ----

orry is totally u rod uctive ! 
be sure , we must thought abou food 

ing, ea and the ur , but we m m be-
come t he £I.Q.als of life. If we do, they will become a 

t e soul , ahd we will be fretful and anx ious 
fearful. :>How is this to be avoided ? The answer 

is both simple and profound. Be assured that God both 
knows your needs and will supply them. (Crowe , Sermons 
from the Mount, pp . 108) 
3 . That Lives One Day At A Time 

34 11 So don ' t be anxious about tomorrow . God 
will t ake care of your tomorrow too. Liv e one day a t 
a time . 11 



I 
- -Note: does not say that we should not face 

prob1ems of ife . at he is saying is that :troubles 
can best be met by our dealing with them one at a time . 
He is saying that God will give us the measure of 
strength needed for the troubles of tomorrow whe n they 
come, just as he does for those of today. 

:en told a amous old naturalist who 
began to cut trees to build a log house. A said 
to him , "Isn ' t that a big undertaking for a man of your 
years? fl 

He replied, fl It wou 
trees, sawi the logs , t he bark , lay 
oundation , erecting the walls , and putting on the roof . 

Carrying the load all at once would exhaust me. But 
it isn 1t so hard to cut down this one tree, and that is a1 

I have to do =he Sermon on the Mount, 

<..:::: PP• 138) _/ ?> 
, Qo..ci- '£fa 
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- Note: In l ving one at a time, we must not try to run 
ahead into tomorrow. Isn't it true that most of our 
worries are borrowed from tomorrow? We worry about 
mountai s we may never have to climb, about reams 
we may never have to cross, about may 
never have to face . as been pointed out 
of London has got n rich by betting that what 
-;orry will never (Allen, The Sermon on 
the Mount, pp. 140) 

The Good life is life of simple trust. 

1 CON: Cecil B. DeMille told this wonderful experience: 
years I was commissioned by ~ vid 

to write a play, The Return of Grimm. The play 
was being written for David and the 
hinged upon t ~ continuatiqn of life afte r deat h . 

"I got the inspiration for that s t- ry fro water 
beetle. I as up on a lake in the Main woods. The 
canoe was drifting . I was reading-resting-searching 
for an idea . I looked down in the water, for my little 
craft had drifted to where the lake was only about four 
inche s deep. There in a world of mud and wet, were 



water beetles. One crawled up on the gunwale, stuck 
talons on his legs into the woodwork and died. 

"I let it alone and turned to my reading. The sun 
was hot. In about three hours I looked at my water 
beetle again. He was parched. His back was crack
ing open. I watched and out of the back of that dead 
beetle I saw crawling a new form--a moist head--then 
wings. A most beautiful Bragonfl . It scintillated all 
the colors of the rainbow. 
"As I sat watching, it flew farther in a second than 
the water beetle had crawled in days . It hovered 
above the surface, just a few inches from the water 
beetles beneath. They not know it was there. 

"I took my fingertip and moved the shriveled . 
water beetle husk from the canoe's gunwale . It fell 
back into the lake and sank down to the mud-covered 
bottom. The other water beetles crawled awkwardly tc 
see what it was. It was a dead body. They backed 
away from it. 

"If God does that for a water beetle, don't you be
lieve He will do it for me 

when God does this for us we shall be thankful 
that through our wise 
and simpl~trust the good life we have known here 
way to a better life 
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"' 
search for the good is often an all-controlling 

interest. Christ states that "the good is a of 
wise unwavering loyalties and trust. 

The Good Life: 

I. Is A Life of Wise lnvestments--vss. 19-23 
IJJJ- The things we live for determine the direction of our lives. 

IJJJ- When men depend on money alone for security, life has a way 
of folding up. 

IJJJ- When we live in loyal obedience to Christ, we accumulate 
wealth that will outlast this earth. 

IJJJ- The emphasis of Jesus is not between poverty and wealth, 
but between stinginess and generosity! 



II. Is A Life of Unwavering Loyality-vs. 24 
There is nothing inherently evil in wealth. What is evil is 
idolatry, putting wealth before God . 

loyalties make for frayed nerves and distrubed minds . 

We must settle this matter of where our loyalty will be before 
we can really know the good life our Lord is talking about. 

Ill. Is A Life of Simple Trust-vss. 25-34 
1. That Observes God's Care In Nature-vss. 

2. That Is Reassured By God's Knowledge of Our Needs
vss. 32-33 

3. That Lives One Day At A time-vs. 34 




