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Bible Material: Matthew 6:19-34 

Lesson Introduction: 
The morning after the stock market crash which stripped scores of millionaires 

of their wealth, a properous financier and devout Christian stood in front of his 
church. He was largely responsible for the beautiful edifice's being built. 

Stripped of his wealth he admired the towering structure and then said to 
his wife, the only investment I have not lost! 11 

Although he had not thought much of his generous gift that made the house of 
God a reality, he now discovered for the first time the "Blessings of Heavenly 
Treasures. 11 

Heavenly Tr-easures Bring the Blessing of: 

TRUE 
--Matthew 6:19-21 

I. 
--verse 19 
--Illustration: Show your class some pieces of jewelry, rusty metal, 

moth-eaten cloth, and a recent news story on theft. Have the members 
tell how these illustrate verse 19. 

(1) Since they are superficial 
--Note: The true criteria of a treasure is its value at the end when 

you need it most. 
--Poem: "Your name may be blazened in letters of gold, 

Or printed in dailies in letters so bold. 
But all you can claim at the end of the way 

Is what you have yielded and given away." 
(2) Since they are destructable 

--Verse 19 "Where moth rust doth corrupt." 
--Illustration: They may be destroyed by acts of nature or by 

fluctuations of the economy. 
(3) Since they can be stolen 

--Verse 19 "And where break through and steal" 
study "break through" · literally means "dig through" earthen 

walls of houses. An example is given in Job 24:16 "In the dark 
they dig through houses, which had for themselves in 
the daytime. 11 

--Bridge Sentence: "You can't take it with you, but you can send it 
on ahead II and this is what Jesus suggests in verse 20. 

2. 
--verse 20 
--A Problem: Ask, "How do you lay up for yourself treasures in heaven? 

The answer: By putting your treasure into something that is going to 
Heaven, and it gets there your treasure will get there too. But, 
what is going to heaven? PEOPLE are going to Heaven--not houses, 
cars, business es, stocks, bonds and status symbols. 
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II. 

Second Problem: "How do you invest in people? 11 The answer: By 
the tithe you give and the witness you share. 

(1) Since they are long time investments 
20a "But lay up ••• treasures in HEAVEN." 

( 2) Since they are indestructable 
--Verse 20b "Where neither moth or rust doth corrupt." 

(3) Since they cannot be stolen 
--Verse 20c 

3. W i 
--Verse 21 
--Illustration: Relate this story: "A faithful Christian businessman 

developed a product which caused his business to grow rapidly. Soon 
his enlarging business and the pleasures made available to him and 
his family cut into the family's loyalty to the church. Their giving 
decreased and their Christian zeal lagged." 

Ask: "How does this story illustrate verse 21? What dangers 
should we look for in order to avoid such a pitfall? 11 

--Matthew 6:22-24 
--Illustration: Draw a circle on the chalkboard and ask, "Can this circle have 

two centers? Can a life have two dominant purposes? two equal ultimate 
loyalties? Why not? (Cite verse 24) State that we give our loyalty to 
that we value most and our allegiance is likely to be to that in which we 
invest our money. Explain that verse 24 says we cannot at the same time 
be a bondservant of God and of material wealth. Let members suggest what 
this truth says to us about our money. 
1. 

--Verse 22-23 
--Word Study: "The light of the body" literally "the lamp. 11 The eye is 

the "lamp" of the body because it is that part which gives the body 
light. "Single" -- this represents the eye as giving one single image 
of an object as opposed to an eye which sees double ("evi111 or bad eye) 
eye). Such a bad eye sees flickering images that displace one another, 
so that the object is not seen clearly and steadily. 

2 • 
--Verse 24 
--Word Study: "Mammon" is the Aramaic word (which Jesus spoke) for 

wealth or riches. 11Serve 11 --to be the slave of a relation which r necessarily implies exclusive ownership and denounces exclusive servic 
does not teach that the of is wrong--

rather possession by wealty. 

III. 
--Matthew 6:25-32 

Explain to the class that these verses illustrate verses 19-24. Have 
the members list several reasons gave for trusting rather than, being 
anxious. 
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--Explain: Explain that our unselfish giving is our testimony that we trust 
God. 
1. 

--Verse 25 
--Word Study: "Take no thought for your does not mean "give no 

thought for the welfare of your life" but rather, "Be not anxious 
about your lif e--rely upon your loving Lord. 

--Jesus' reason for this plea is that life is more than what you eat and 
what you wear. 

2. is encoura 
--Verses 26 28 

3 Which acknowled 
--Verse 27 

4. ic dentifies us as 
--Verses 31-32 
(1) Who are unlike the unsaved who worry about those things 

--Verse 31a 
(2) Who are aware that our Heavenly Father knows our needs 

IV. 
6:33-34 

--Note: The Lord does not simply command us to avoid worldly anxiety, but 
gives us something positive to do instead. 
1. hich puts spiritual thin s first 

--Verse 33a 
--Illustration: To seek His Kingdom is to endeavor to enter it and to in 

tum share it with others . (Apply to giving as a means of sharing the 
Kingdom with others) • 

2. Which sts God's of life's needs 
--Verse 33b 
--Explanation: This saying sums up the great principles of the whole 

passage (19-34)--"put s piritual things first and things temporal will 
follow." 

--Note: Jesus does not forbid our desiring or seeking temporal goals; 
but He says it must always be held as secondary and subordinate 
to the spiritual. 

3. ich results in freedom fr m 
--Verse 34 
--Phil. 4:6 (Williams) being worried about anything, but always. 

in prayer and entreaty, and with thanksgiving, keep on making your 
wants known to God. " 

--Ask the Class: But can a person really expect God to hear and answer 
his prayer if he has failed to tithe and thus II seek first the Kingdom 
of God?" 

--Word Study: "For tomorrow shall ••• is the evil thereof." This means 
that tomorrow will have its own anxieties and to anticipate them is to 
add uselessly to the burden of today. 

If we live seeking first His Kingdom, then we can trust in the 
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CON: 

protection and care of our Heavenly Father to see us safely through 
whatever tomorrow may bring. 

_ i the concrete overt 
act our u H's led ing at least a tithe on Dedic.ation 
Day'', November 19th! 

Call attention to your class goal sheet displayed in your room. Mention 
that you made your pledge on "Leadership Dedication Day", November 12. 

Stress the importance of everyone pledging something. It is important to 
the pledger and to the church which has a tremendous financial challenge in 
1968 with increased building payment and mission giving. 

Point out that your class goa l is 100% participation and that the large 
"Report Board" will register the percentage of your class's participation. 


