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SPIRITUAL MOTIVATION 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6:1-4 

INTRO: HOW MANY VISITS A PERSON MAKES MAY BE DIS
COVERED BY CHECKING THE CHURCH'S VISITATION RECORDS . 
BUT WHY HE MADE THOSE VISITS HAS TO DO WITH MOTIVE, 
AND THIS CAN BE ASCERTAINED ONLY BY LOOKING INTO 
HIS HEART. 

THE INDIVIDUAL WHOSE ONLY CO NCERN IS THE 
NUMBER OF CONTACTS MADE MAY BE SATISFIED BY RE
PORTING HIS NUMBERS. BUT THE PERSON WHOSE INTEREST 
IS SPIRITUAL MUST 8 CONSTANTJ.Y 
WHAT MOTIVATES HIS SERVICE. 

IN THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT JESUS DISCUSSED 
MOTIVES IN RELIGION, REVEALING THAT IT IS OF GREAT 
IMPORTANCE TO HIM NOT ONLY WHAT HIS CHILDREN DO, 
BUT WHY THEY DO IT. 

IT IS OF SUPREME IMPORTANCE IN CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
THAT WE BE SPIRITUALLY MOTIVATED! IN OUR HIGHLY 
COMPETITIVE AGE OUR MOTIVES CAN BECOME CONFUSED 
AND TWISTED ALMOST WITHOUT OUR KNOWLEDGE. 

WE MUST HAVE THE BASIC INGREDIENTS SUCH AS 
PLANS, SIGN-UPS AND REPORTS, BUT THESE 

MUST BE BAPTIZED IN A SPIRITUAL CLIMATE. SUCH 
A CLIMATE IS CREATED ONLY BY SPIRITUAL MOTIVATION. 

I. WHAT IT IS 
--I Cor. 10:3lb "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 

God." 
1. It is NOT motivation self 

--III John 9b "But loveth to have the pre
eminence among them ••• " 

--ILLUS: The church, seeking its life, has already 
lost it. But the promised miracle of finding oneself 
by serving others has been amazingly demonstrated 
by many churches. 
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(1) Which people for selfish ga ins 
- -ILLUS: Judas and religious leaders; Prodigal 

S0n a nd "friends. " ',.,._v~ 
- -Apply: Using additions to strengthen our i age,/\ 

etc 
\ . . 

(2) Which begrudges the spiritual success of others 
· It is not that you especially want that 

new family as it is that you don't want "that 
other church" to get it. ~,e~yci 

- -ILLUS : John -- "We forbad him because he 
followed not us. 11 Christ's answer. 

2. It is statistics 
(1) Which depersonalizes people 

--ILLUS: My doctor friends tell me that in these 
days of mass medicine they tend to think of 
their patients as gall bladder cases, appendec
tomies , tons illectomies, or diabeti cs - - but not 
as people. One doctor said , "I must never for 
get tha t I am not trea ting an appendix- -I'm 
trea ting a person! 11 

Is your motivation for statistics? Before 
you answer let me "Will that new member 
mean enough to you for you to visit in his home 
a day or s o after he joins to help strengthen 
his new relation with Christ? Are these " new 
members " important enough for you to take time 
to conduct a New Members Orientation Program? 

\ 
Do you even know the names of those who 
joined your class or church last week? 

(2) Which degra des u s 
--ILLUS: Whenever a person becomes a number 

to us and our motivation is sheerly for statistics 
something within us dies! W e grow s i c k within . 
W e feel cheapened and degraded for we know 
our professio~ is not genuine. We don ' t really 
care for that person--he thinks we do, but 
we don't, and in time he will find us out • . 

3. It IS motivation for the Saviour 
--Gal. 6:14a "God forbid that I should glory, save in 

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
(1) Which makes one willing to take second place 

- -ILLUS: How would you like to be known simply 
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as "the brother of" another person? Is it not 
human to want to be known because of who 
you are rather than because of to whom you are 
related? 

Andrew is introduced by Matt. , Luke and 
John simply as "Simon Peter's brother. " They 
seem to be saying, "Perhaps you do not know 
who Andrew is, but surely you know Simon Peter; 
well Andrew is Simon Peter's brother." 

But being spiritually motivated Andrew , un
like James and John, had learned the meaning 
of "greatness" in God's Kingdom. 

To Andrew so long as the work was being 
done, it was a matter of no importance who 
received the credit for doing it. 

Which develops an obse.ssion for bringing others 
to Christ 

--ILLUS: You never hear of Andrew in John's 
Gospel but that he is bringing someone to Jesus. 
He makes 3 appearances in this Gospel and 
on each occasion he is bringing others to Christ 
--his brother, Peter, the little lad, and the 
gentile Greeks. 

II. HOW IT ARIS ES 
John 4: 3-4 "He left Juda ea, and depar ted again into 
Galilee. And he must NEEDS go through Samaria." 

--Exegesis: Why?--not normal route for a Jew ••• He must 
needs go thru Samaria because His was a Spiritual 
Motivation! There was a fallen woman to lift and a 
sinful city to save! 

--As . "But how does this arise? How can our selfish 
motivation be transformed into spiritual motivation ~ 3 

1. From Divine Compulsion 
--Acts 16:10 "And after he had seen the vision, immedi

ately we endeavored to go into Macedonia, assuredly 
gathering that the LORD HAD CALLED US for to preach 
the gospel unto them." 

--Exegesi s: Not worked up from below but it lays hold 
on us from above! Helf k,, Co-



(1) Of the Word of God 
--Note: One of the most effective means of 

developing s piritual motivation is the reading 
of and meditation on the Word of God. 

--John 20:21 "Then said Jesus to them ••• as my 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you." 

- LILLUS: We read of the divine compulsion of 
Jeremiah, Isaiah, Amos, Jonah. OR of Paul 

, who said "For tho I preach the gospel, I have 
i/ nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon 
1 me; yea, WOE IS UNTO ME, if I preach not the 

gospel!" (I Cor. 9 :16) 
(2) Of the inner witness of the Holy Spirit 

--II Peter 1:21 "Holy men of God spoke as they 
were MOVED by the Holy Ghost." 

--ILLUS: Holy Spirit gives us a sense of "divine 
oughtness" and divine direction. Acts 8:29 
"Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and 
join thyself to this chariot. " 

--ILLUS: "A church always tends to drift away 
from evangelism, never toward it. The 
utility bill has to be paid; the bulletin must be 
mimeographed; next Sunday's sermon must be 
prepared; the Sunday school must be staffed. 
If the present church members neglected, 
it can bring embarrassments; but 'those whom a 
church has not yet reached are in no position 
to complain ,of being slighted. Therefore the 
tendency is to put evangelism in a file marked, 
"Important ••• for the first free moment" - a 
moment which in church life never comes. " 

But the inner witness of the Holy Spirit will 
not let us rest. He ricks our conscience and 
convicts our hearts until we are moved by the 
Spiritual Motivation which He provides. 

2. From Christ-like Compassion 
--Matt. 9:36 "But when he saw the multitudes, he 

was moved with COMPASSION on them, because 
they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd. " 

(1) Which is experienced by seeing the real needs o 
men 
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"fields white unto harvest." He could not 
escape the needs of the distressed 

• I multitudes. 
--ILLUS: "More than half of the people in the 

United States make no profession of any faith 
in Christ. Seventeen million boys and girls 
are growing up in this country no sort of 
religious training. These are not people remote 
from most of us--in some backwoods area or 

slum; they are the people with whom 
we are associating every day--at business, in 
school, in our clubs, over the back fence." 

\ 
"To bring more Americans to the 

Christian faith is the basic national defense. 
A spiritual sickness demands a spiritual cure. 

Atomic power has not made the winning of 
men to Christ an iota more urgent than it was 
before-but it has dramatized the urgency. We 
have always known that the world was lost 
without Christ, but never before has a time 
limit been set. Power has so far outrun control 
that modern man seems like a child playing 
on a nursery floor with a box of dynamite and 
a hammer, and we are not going to inactivate 
the atom bomb by burying it under mimeographed 
pronouncements on world peace. Jesus Christ 
is the only answer. 

(2) Which is deepened thru prayer 
--ILLUS: In the 14th Century, John Tauler, a Ger

man Christian mystic was known far and wide 
for his great pulpit eloquence. People would 
come by the 100! s from distant places to hear 
him preach. A saintly old man said to Tauler 
at the conclusion of a sermon, "You don't even 
know Jesus." Tauler went into his room and 
prayed for months, refusing to preach until he 
could feel compassion for people. After many 
months he did preach but this time with com
passion--at end 40 men lying on the floor 
under great conviction! 
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3. From Heartfelt Conviction 
--ILLUS: When one lives with the Word of God, 

experiences the inner witness of the Holy Spirit, 
sees the needs of men and baptizes his soul in the 
spirit of prayer certain heartf_elt convictions 
crystalize in his mind and intensify the spiritual 
motivation of his life. 

(1) · That man is los t 
--Acts 20:3lb "I ceased not to warn everyone 

night and day with tears." --Why ?--He believed 
'· that men were lost without Christ! 

R. A. Torrey said that we must dwell 
upon these truths about the lost condition of 

until they take hold upon our hearts and 
realize their meaning. 

--ILLUS: I fear that 1,000' s of our members are 
in doctrine Baptists but are in practice 
Universalist s. They. §Y. they believe a man 
without Christ is lost but they do not act like 
as thou it were true. 

--Apply: "Modern man has dropped the word 
"sin" from his vocabulary and so the world 

. is oerishino of a disease without name 

(2) That Hell is rea l 
--ILLUS: "As we see this rich man, whom 

tradition has named Dives cringing in the 
agonizing flames of hell, we step back in 
stark horror ••• " 

(3) That Christ can make a difference 
--"If a man be in Christ, he is a new creature ••• " 
--Ask: Can you envision the difference Christ 

can make • • • ?" 
--Note : Geo. E. Sweazey in Effective Evangelism 

says, "If Christians are to get a powerful 
motive for evangelism ••• they must glimpse 



the awesome difference it (Christ) can make 
to people whom they know and care about" 
(P. 29). 

a . In homes 
--ILLUS: "In their sociological study, 

Predicting Success or Failure in Marriage, 
Burgess and Cottrell reported, 

among other things, on the effect of church 
participation ·on marriage. They found that 
one-fifth of all marriages end in divorce; 

only one-fiftieth of the couples which 
have an active church are 
divorced. 

· Bringing people into the Church means 
saving homes.-

b . In life's purposes 
--ILLUS: "Human beings· can drift for a 

while, taking things for granted. But 
everyone has to have an answ er 
for such questions as "What is life for?" 
"What is worth while?" "What is it all 
about?" Those who find no answers are 
headed for futility and and 
frustration with no clear incentives. It is 
such incentives which Chri_s.tiarr faith 
puts into a life. It shows every life to be 
a fas c inating romance with a plot whose 
c lue is found in God' s love. Faith makes 
us rise every morning eager antici
pation of what the day will bring." 

. 

c • In life I s loyalties 
--ILLUS: "Those who adhere to no Church or 

be lief a re dangerous-to the mse lves and t o 
the world. are the ones who are mo s 
susceptible to the wild political and 
religious faiths which curse the world. 
Fascism, communism and fanatic national 
ism have a rank grow th among the sort of 
pe opl e whose hearts are barren of any 

commanding loyalty. " 
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III. WHAT IT DO ES 
1. It Elevates our Vocation 

--Eph. 4:1 "I therefore ••• beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called." 

--Note: We as pastors and church leaders must bear 
our fair share of responsibility for the contempt in 
which the church is held by many today. Our grasp
ing spirit, childish attitudes and selfish motives 
have degraded the high vocation to which we have 
been called. The world will excuse pride, a desire 
for power and recognition in politics but it will not 

this in religion! 
When our motives rise above this mundane plane 

to the level of the spiritual our vocation will be 
elevated and people will listen to what we say. 

2. It Eliminates our Frustration 
--ILLUS: If ours is a spiritual motivation we are not 

going to be frustrated when that family whom we 
have visited so faithfully joins "that other church." 
Our concern was that God's will be done, thus it is 
nothing to us--so long as they are in the Lord's 
will! . 

\ f --Apply: To baptisms; church and denominational 
positions. 

3. It Elongates our Evangelization 
--Note: When the world discerns that our motives 

are pure and evangelization will 
reach hearts that w e qever could reach otherwise·. 

(1) By deepening our 
--ILLUS: "The visitor who loses 

courage before ringing a doorbell, and walks 
around the block desperately asking God for 
help, is finding a new reality in prayer. One 
whose poor, s tumbling efforts have been used 
to bring someone into the Christian faith has 
learned the meaning of partnership with God." 

(2) By empowering our ministry 
--ILLUS: "A pastor may be so trapped by 

concerns that he has no time for evangelism. 
When this happens he knows that he is a kept 
man-the private chaplain to a few self-centerec 
families-and something within him dies. But 



let him take time from undone domestic 
tasks to seek those who are outside the 
Church, and a new freshness and power 
come into his ministry. 11 

CON: 11 ! had walked life's way ••• 11 

And it is here that we must start if is to be a 
Spiritual Motivation! 
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