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INTRO: Cheap grace is a deadly enemy of the church. It markets 
its religion like cheap wares in a discount store. 

Cheap grace means the j ustification of sin without the 
justification of the sinner. 

Cheap grace is: 
.The preaching of f orgiveness without repentance, 
.Baptism without r e generation, 
.Communion without confession, 
.Absolution without contrition, 
.A crown without a cross. 

Authentic Christianity i s the anthesis of cheap grace. It 
demands repentance and regene ration. It is born of confession 
and contrition. It offers a cross to be carried daily. 

Christ's Sermon on the Mount calls for Authentic 
Christianity. It spells out : 

1. What the Authentic Christian Is (Chapter 5) 
2. What the Authentic Christian Does (Chapter 6), and 
3. What the Authentic Christian Chooses (Chapter 7). 
Since "bei ng" i s more i mportant than "doing," Christ begins 

His Sermon on Authentic Christianit y " b y c larifying what the 
Authentic Christian i ~: 

What The Authentic Christian Is: 

I . IN CHARACTER 
--Matthew s:1-12 
--NOTE: Jesus begins His lesson on what an Authentic 

Christian is with the Be atitudes. They are a startling 
reversal of the ordinary point of view. 

Ambrose called them "The Paradoxes of Christ." 
They seem at f i rst sight to offer a consolation prize 
for the defeated, a mess age for those who have failed 
in life. 

And yet every person who has dared to live by them 
has found the way to happiness. 

Christ contends tha t this is the kind of person an 
Authentic Christian is. 

1. He Is Humble 
--Matthew 5:3 (KJV) "Blessed are the poor in spirit: 

for theirs is the k i ngdom of heaven." 
--NOTE: The "poor is spirit" is the person who does 

not boast of his tal ents or attainments, because he 
knows he has nothing he did not receive. 

--ILLUS: To be poor i n spirit, you must be aware of 
your spiritual pover ty. 

No man is more pathetic than he who is in 
great need and is not aware of it. Remember 



t, f-lv~b /-e. 

Samson? Standing there in the valley of Sorek, 
surrounded by the l ords of the Philistines, 11 ••• he 
wist not that the Lord was departed from him." 
(Billy Graham) 

--APPLY: Poverty of Spirit is pleading spiritual 
poverty before God and seeking the richness that 
comes only through Jesus Christ. 

It is being honest about yourself before God 
and man. 

The poor in sp i rit is free of pretense, he is 
an AUTHENTIC Christian! 

2. He Is Broken over S i n 
--Matthew 5:4 (KJV) " Blessed are they that mourn: for 

they shall be comforted." 
--NOTE: "Blessed are t fiose who mourn"--those who 

care deeply--for they shall be comforted. The 
Greek word used for "mourn" is the strongest word 
in that language for mourning; it is the word used 
to designate mourning for the dead. To mourn is to 
be broken, to care deeply, to be deeply concerned 
about the evil in t h e world. (Communicator's 
Commentary, p. 63) 

. It is to be broken over one's own sins, an 
Aut hentic Christian is never ashamed to weep over 
the hurts of others or the sins of self. 

--Psalm 51:17 "A broke n and a contrite heart, 0 God , 
thou wilt not despise." 

--Matthew S : 4b " For t h ey shall be comforted." 
--ILLUS: During the e arly 1900's, two trains 

collided on the Pennsylvania Railroad, with great 
loss of property and life. The engineer of one 
train lived; the other died. The surviving 
engineer was judged to be at fault. He appeared 
before numerous inve stigating committees and 
officials of the ra i lroad for questioning. As a 
result, he was thrown into emotional shock. Hi s 
speech was incoherent, an unintelligible jargon. 
Finally an appointment was made to meet the 
president of the ra i lroad. With fear and 
apprehension, he was ushered into the great man's 
office. 

But to his surprise the president, Mr. 
Atterbury, wal Rea over to his side and put his arms 
around the frightened engineer. "Old man, we've 
had a streak of bad luck, haven't we?" Both stood 
there, weeping. Then the president asked, "Do you 
know who I am?" 

The engineer, his fright subsiding, mumbl ed, 
"Yes, I know who you are. You're the big boss, Mr. 
Atterbury, and I'm one of your engineers." 

Mr. Atterbury r eplied, "One thing I want you 
to remember as long as you work for us: Whenever 
any employee of the Pennsylvania Railroad is 
troubled, I am troubled too." 
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5. He Is Merciful 
--Matthew 5:7 (KJV) "Blessed are the merciful: for 

they shall obtain mercy." 
~ -NOTE: But what is mercy? Of the more than 180 

times in which "mercy" appears in the O.T., the 
King James translates it 96 times as mercy, 38 
times as kindness, and 30 times as lovingkindness. 

Mercy in an attitude is to have Christ's way 
of looking at men. It is to feel toward our 
friends and foes somewhat as Christ felt toward 

L His. It is to have Christ's attitude toward the 
sinful and suffering. (Chappell) 

--APPLY: Having recei ved the mercy, an Authentic 
Christian becomes in turn a channel to convey mercy 
to others. One who truly understands the freedom 
of being forgiven wi ll share the same release with 
others. On the othe r hand, one who refuses to 
forgive" eaks own the bride over which he 

)l_j ros.el f would pass " James writes, "He shall have 
judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy" 
(James 2:13, KJV). (Communicator's Commentary. p. 
64) 

6. He Is Pure 
--Matthew 5:8 (KJV) "Blessed are the pure in heart 

for they shall see God." 
--NOTE : "The pure in heart speaks of integrity-an 

inward cleansing in contrast to an outward washing 
of hands. 

To be "pure in heart" requires a new birth. 
But it also requires a continual confession of our 
sins that results in a continual cleansing from our 
sins. Failure to p r actice this explains moral 
relapse in many Chri stians' lives. (I John 1:9) 

--Matthew 5:Sb "For t hey shall see God." 
--ILLUS: But how? A little boy said to the 

Christian woman who was caring for him, "How can I 
ever see God if you make me shut my eyes every time 
you talk to him?" His logic was perfect, but his 
conclusion was false because "No man hath seen God 
at any time." (John 1:18 KJ) One does not see God 
with physical eyes. 

The promise tha t the pure in heart shall see 
God is not a promise that they will see him with 
physical eyes, but that they will experience the 
reality of God. (Zondervan, Pastor's Annual, 1977) 

7. He Is Peaceable 
--Matthew 5:9 (KJV) "Blessed are the peacemakers: for 

they shall be called the children of God." 
--NOTE: The word "pea ce" is found in all 27 books of 

the N.T., and altogether it is used 88 times. 
--"Blessed are the Peacemakers" Peace does not "just 

happen". Peace must be made. We may drift into 
war. But if peace i s ever realized it must be 
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through conscious, persistent, sacrificial effort . 
We must do more than dream of peace; we must make 
it. And that we can do. Every soul may become a 
peacemaker. It is i mpossible for all of us to make 
fortunes. We cannot all make great names. But we 
can do something far better: we can all make peace. 
(Chappell) 

--Matthew 5:9:b "For t hey shall be called the children 
of God." 

--NOTE: No other beatitude has quite the same 
ending; our Lord mus t have had a special reason for 
choosing it. Like f ather, like son. Peacemakers 
are called the children of God because they are so 
much like their Father. (Wirt, 99) And what 
greater compliment c ould be paid to any man! 

8. He Is Jo ful In Pers ecution 
--Matthew 5:10-12 [READ] 
--NOTE: To suffer persecution for righteousness sake 

is the surest way t o walk the same road as your 
Savior who said: 

--Luke 6:26 "Woe unto you, when all men shall speak 
well of you! For s o did their fathers to the false 

(· prophets." 
--ILLUS: George Berna rd Shaw said the finest 

compliment the world can pay an author is to burn 
his books, thus showing that the books are so 
dynamic and explosive as to be intolerable. L. --Matthew 5:12 [READ] 

--NOTE: There is no a ssurance of vindication or 
reward among men now. The reward belongs with 
certainty to the fut ure. The assurance belongs to 
those who suffer for what must ultimately prevail . 
(Broadman Commentary , p . 106) 

II. I IMLUENCE 
--NOTE: If the proverbial visitor from Mars landed in a 

typical Christian community, having read the Sermon on 
the Mount en route, he would conclude that he had 
landed in the wrong place. Most Christians give "lip 
service" to the Sermon on the Mount but fail to observe 
its truths in their daily lives. 

Jesus contends that the Authentic Christian will 
exert a positive influence wherever he may be. It is 
his nature to do so even as it is the nature of salt 
and light. 

1. He Is "Salt" 
--Matthew 5:13 [READ] 
--NOTE: "Ye ARE the s alt of the earth" 

According to Jesus the source of this 
influence is the per son you ARE! "Ye ARE salt," 
not "Ye have salt" or "Ye dispense salt . " It is 
on y as a man is salt in his character that he can 
exercise the influence of salt in his society. 
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/11. --Chappell~ "Christi an character is a positive force 
in the world. Salt is something that cannot be 
ignored. It is a positive quantity. It if is 
present, one must recognize it. If it is absent, 
it is certain to be missed. When it comes to town, 
folks are sure to find it out. When it leaves, 
they are certain to miss it. 

Sometimes its presence is exceedingly welcome. 
\ At other times it i s keenly resented, but always it 

\ 
must be recognized." But unless a Christian is 
pure he cannot exercise this influence because the 

\ 
source of the influ ence of which Christ speaks is 
the person you ARE! "You are the salt." 

L 

\' 

\ 
I 
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2. He Is "Light" 
--Matthew 5:14-16 [READ] 
--NOTE: Whereas "salt" suggest purity, preservation, 

and flavor, "light" suggests radiance and openness. 
--APPLY: There is n othing secretive about the 

Christian commitment or way of life. / The Authentic 
.----Christians must not liide themselves, but live and 

work in places where their influence can be felt." 
(Communicator's Commentary, p. 68) 

--Matthew 5:16 [READ] 
--NOTE: Our good deeds are meant to draw attention, 

not to ourselves, but to God. This saying of Jesus 
is a total prohibition of what someone has called 
"theatrical goodness." At a conference at which D. 
L. Moody was present there were also present some 
young people who took their Christian faith very 
seriously. One night they held an all night prayer 
meeting. As· they we re leaving it in the morning 
they met Moody, and he asked them what they had 
been doing. Tfiey t old him; and then they went on: 
"Mr. Moody, see how our faces shine." Moody 
answered very gently: "Moses wist not that his 
face shone." The goodness which is conscious, 
which draws attention to itself, is not the 
Christian goodness. 

The Christian never thinks of what he has 
done, but of what God has enabled him to do. He 
never seeks to draw the eyes of men to himself, but 
alwa s to direct them to God. 

--APPLY: The Authenti c Christ ian unashamedly 
influences others for Christ. He cannot help it. 
It is his nature to do so. 

He IS "Salt"--he IS "Light!" And thus what 
the Authentic Christ ian is in character and in 
influence affects what he is _,i;,,,i 

III. IN RIGHTEOUSNESS 
--Matthew 5:17-20 
--Matthew 5:17a "The law" 
--NOTE: What does Jesus mean by the "Law?" Certainly 

not the burdensome addit ions the Scribes had added. 
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ut rather the heart a nd essence of the Law itself. 
Jesus simplified t he law by making love ce~tral, 

reducing the 613 laws o f the Scribes to the law of love 
for God and neighbor. Thus He retained the real 
meaning of the Law, which was reverence for God and 
respect for man. 

--Matthew 5:17b "I am not come to destroy but to 
fulfill." 

--EXEGESIS: "IT'o fulfill" means "to express it in its 
full significance." Jesus did not come to scrap the 
old order. Neither did He come merely to re-establish 
the law of Moses. He came to rescue the law from its 
oral distortions and to re-define its purpose and 
application. 

--ILLUS: When a youtli passe.S from high school to 
college, he does not do so to destroy what he has 
learned in his earlier years. He is undertaking to 
carry the knowledge already acquired further toward 
completion. Thus Jesus fulfills the law. The old law 
was good, but it was not perfect. It was of value, but 
it was not complete. Haa it been so, we should not 
have needed the work of Jesus. How then does Jesus 
fulfill the Law? 
(1) He fulfills the Law in his own person 

Jesus came to show men in life what it means to 
give to God the rev erence which is His due, and to 
give to men the res pect which is their due. 
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(2) He fulfills the law by giving it a greater inwardness. 
Before his coming t he law had to do largely with the 
outside of life. He takes us into the hidden chambers 
of the heart. 

(3) Jesus f iIIs the I by giving it a new positiveness:.>' 
He made it construc tive. He focused our attention not 
upon what we are not to do, but what we ARE to be. 
Goodness, according to Jesus, is not the absence of 
vices, but the pres ence of positive virtues. 

--Matthew 5:18 "One j ot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass away." 

--NOTE: J n our day when situation ethics and moral 
relativity is the theme song of many selfstyled "free
thinkers" this statement of Christ must come as quite a 
shock! 

The smallest letter (the "jot") was like an 
apostrophe and the smallest part of the letter (the 
"tittle") was the little projecting part of the foot of 
the letter. Jesus says that the Law is so sacred that 
not the smallest detail of it will ever pass away--it 
is immutable! 

--The Authentic Christian In Righteousness Is A Doer And 
Teacher of The Law 

--Matthew 5:19b [READ] 
--The Authentic Christian's Righteousness Exceeds the 

Righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees 
--Matthew 5:20b [READ] 
--Bridge: But HOW can our righteousness exceed that of 
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the strict Scribes and Pharisees? He is about to tell 
us in verse 21-47. 

The antheses Qoint out the complete inadequacy of 
measuring right r e lationships by law. Jesus chooses to 
measure them by l ove. 

--QUESTION: Then, what is the Authentic Christian in 
Relationships? 

IV. I RELATIONSHIPS 
--Matthew 5:21-47 
--verses 21 1 27Jp3, 38, & 43 "You have heard that it has been 

said." 
--EXEGESIS: This is a use of the passive to avoid any direct 

reference to God. The meaning is, "You have heard that God 
said, but i say to you." 

Only one who knew himself to be God's incarnate Son 
would have dared to speak in this way. 

In these antheses Christ tells us what the Authentic 
Christian is in 5 relationships. 

1. With Those Who Anger You 
--Matthew 5:21-26 
--Exegesis: Jesus tea ches that refraining from killing 

one who angers you is not enough. You must not even 
wish to strike him. 

You are not to use words of contempt, like "Rclca" 
("brainless idiot") or words that would destroy one' 
reputation, like "fool" in reference to an enemy. 

Rather the Authentic Christian will seek 
reconciliation with those who anger him (Yss. 23-26) 

2. Wi t Those Who Attra c t: You Sexually - p1,1",~~y 
--Matthew 5:27-30 
--NOTE: Anything that damages everyone concerned can 

never lead to happiness. In the matter of adultery, 
everybody loses! There can be no happy ending to an 
"affair," either premarital or extramarital. 

And so Christ, as in the case of murder, 
distinguishes between the deed and the disposition. The 
law condemned the a c t of adultery. Jesus condemns the 
attitude of adultery. 

The Authentic Christian's relation to others is one 
of purity. In verses 29 & 30 the goal is not mutilation 
but purity. 

3. With One You Marry - 1-.cy,!lif.y 
--Matthew 5:31-32 
--NOTE: The Authentic Christian will respect marriage as 

a divine institution and will honor his vows. 
Divorce comes easily when marriage is regarded 

lightly. Like the T ana, Texas, husband who sued 
his fifteen-year-old wife for divorce on the grounds 
that "she acted like a child"! Or like the Lansing, 
Michigan, man, wed only four weeks, who asked for a 
divorce on the grounds that his eyeglasses were out of 
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focus when he married! 
other words , permanence in marriage is the 

ideal. And Christ h olds before us the "ideal marriage." 

4 . With Those Who Hear You - 1-foef/ff .s 7'f 
--Matthew 5:33-37 
--NOTE: Christ calls for simple honesty that makes oaths 

unnecessary. An Aut hentic Christian will not manipulate 
an oath in such a way as to mislead others and cover up 
one's own lack of integrity. 

The Authentic Christian is honest in his relation 
with all who hear h i m. 

5. With Those w o Mi str eat You 
--Matthew 5:38-47 
--EXEGESIS: ll'h_e law o f an eye for an eye and a tooth for 

a tooth was introduc ed to restrain from greater evil. 
Just as a divorce c e rtificate was required to give some 
measure of protection to the wife who otherwise would be 
defenseless, so the eye for an eye law first intended to 
restrict unlimited r etaliation. But Jesus penetrated 
behind this law of c ontrolled or equal retaliation and 
repudiated the whol e idea of revenge. (Broadman 
Commentary, p. 111) 

--NOTE: Christ teache s in these 10 verses that the 
Authentic Christi an: 
1. Refuses to reta l iate against those who mistreat him, 

(39) 
2. Goes the second mile with those who impose on him, 

G4 0 -41) 
3. Gives to those who ask of him, (~2) 
4. Loves those who hate him, (43-44a) 
5. Prays for those who despitefully use him. (vs. 4b) 

V. IN SPIRITUAL 
--Matthew 5 : 48 "iYou, 1:nerefore, must be perfect, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect." What an impossible imperative! 
How could anyone be as perfect as God? "Perfect" does not 
mean sinless or flawless. It means whole, complete, mature 
or "all-including!" 

"Quit acting like a child!" says Jesus. "Grow up. Be 
mature as your heavenly Father is mature. 

And when you do you will be an Authentic Christian! 

You will be all you ought to be: 

1. In Your Character 
2. I n Your Influence 
3. In Your Righteousness 
4. In Your Relationships, and 
5. In Your Spiritual Maturity 


