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PEACEMAKING--THE WAY TO HAPPINESS 

Scripture: Matthew 5:9 

INTRO: THE INGREDIENTS OF EVERYDAY LIFE OFTEN LEAD A 
MAN TO EXPLODE EMOTIONALLY AND SPIRITUALLY. WHEN 
LIFE IS ADDED UP, IT OFTEN BLOWS UP! TENSIONS, MIS-
UNDERSTANDINGS, DISAGREEMENTS, FEUDS, . FIGHTS 
AND SUSPICION SEEM TO BE THE NORM OF OUR 
RATHER THAN THE EXCEPTION. 

JESUS JOY AND BLESSINGS FOR THOSE WHO 
CALM THE TROUBLED SEAS OF HUMANITY' S MISUNDERSTAND
INGS. THE PEACEMAKERS, HE PREDICTED, SHALL BE KNOWN 
AS GOD'S CHILDREN! 

THE WORD IS FOUND IN ALL 2 7 BOOKS OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT, AND ALTOGETHER IT IS USED 88 TIMES. 
THE GOSPELS OPEN WITH THE SINGING OF THE ANGELS, 
''GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIG HEST , AND ON EARTH PEACE , 
GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN" uke 2 : 14). AND LINGERING 
LIKE A FINAL BENEDICTION CHRIST SAYS , 'PEACE I LEAVE WIT 
YOU , MY PEACE I GIVE UNTO {John 14:2 7). PAUL BEGINS 
EACH OF HIS LETTERS WITH THE FAMILIAR PHRASE, "GRACE TO 
YO U AND (R. J. Hastings, Take Heaven Now!, p98-
99) 

BUT GOD NEEDS HUMAN INSTRUMENTS THROUGH WHOM 
THIS PEACE MAY BE SHARED. AND IN THIS BEATITUDE CHRIST 
CHALLENGES EACH OF US TO BECOME A BUT 
NOT EVERYONE IS A PEACEMAKER. 

A PERSON MUST QUALIFY FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF PEACE
MAKING. IT IS A PRIVILEGE RESERVED ONLY FOR THOSE WHO 
MEET THREE REQUIREMENTS. 

I. THE PRIVILEGE OF PEACEMAKING 
1. Is the Privilege of are at Peace with God 

II$? -- Note: . The beatitude builds on the which preceed 
is not privileged to be a peacemaker until he 

acknowledges his own spiritual poverty, mourns over 
sin, has self control that only meekness can impart, 
hungers and t hirsts after righteousness, i s rciful a nd 
has a pure heart. 

-- Note: To say we need to make peace with God does not 
infer that he is with us, or that he is standing 



aloof. He d o e s not arbitrarily turn his back on anyone. 
He does not delight in seeing you grovel in the dust 
before him. 

The only cause for strife between man and God is sin 
and disobedience and sin separates and divides man fro1 
God . 

Peace with God is a person. It is not an a 
state of mind, nor an I-thou relationship. It is peace 
with God through Jesus Christ. " 1s our peace 
who hath made both one, hath broken down t he 

wall of partition between (Eph. KJ) 
-- ILLUS: Henry Davi T oreau sought the true values of 

life in his simple home by Walden's Pond. Each 
before rising he told himself II all the good news" he 
could think of . v Near the end of his life when someone 
asked if he had made peace with God, he a nswered, 
'We never quarreled. " Being at peace with God, he 
became a peacemaker. (Hastings, p 103) 

2 . Is the Privilege of are at Peace with Others 
5:23-24 "Therefore if thou bring thy g ift to 

the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath 
aught thee; leave there thy gift before the a ltar , 
and go thy way; first be re conciled to thy brothe r, and 
then come and offer thy gift." (KJ) 

-- Note: Peace is not the mere cessation of hostilities. 
Peace is not quietness alone. Two persons may end a 
violent argument ,with days of stony silence. They are 
not friends--they have merely stopped talk ing . Two 
nations may stop fighting, but this does not guarantee 
they are at peace with each other. A husband and wife 
may stop sq uabbling , but this does not insure mutual 
trust and confidence. 

Peace is more positive than negative. Basically, it 
is a matter of right relationships. When me n or nations 
or families are at peace, there is intimacy, fellowship, 
and uninterrupted do not guarantee 
by silencing our enemie s. We guarantee peace by makir 
friends our enemies! (Ha p . 99) 

One of the most noble man-to-man peacemaking 
is that of Abraham toward his n e phe w Lot, 

described in enesis 13 . Both men had herds of cattle. 
But there was not enough _pasture :br both men. 



A quarrel between their herdsmen was imminent. Althoug 
older and more deserving than Lot, Abraham magnanimouf 
ly offered to divide the land. He said to him, "Le ere 
be no strife , I pray thee ... for we b 

Abraham was not crying for" peace at any price" He 
was saying that friendship is superior to cattle, and 
that pasture l ands are inferior to good will. After all, 
what is steak dinner if you must eat it alone? Life is 
t oo short to be little. (Hastings, 106) 

church covenan eaningfully reminds its member 
slow take offense, but always ready for recon

ciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Saviour to 
secure it without delay. 

Just as Jesus taught that a man cannot be forgiven 
unless he forgives, so he also taught that one's gifts 
cannot be received unless he first receives his brother-
faults and all! "I' 11 meet him halfway" is not enough. 
''If he takes the first step" is not enough. The peace 
maker takes the initiative, forgetting who is to blame. 
Peacemakers are healers, not blamers. (Hastings, 107) 

3. Is Privilege of Those who are at Peace with Them
selves 

ote: No man can succeed in pouring oil on the troubled 
waters of the other fellow's ocean until he has smoothed 
the ripples in his own little pond. 

If a man is not at peace with himself, he can hardly 
be at peace with anyone else. Robert Hastings says, 
''Find a man who is always at odds with his friends, his 
fellow ~vorkers, his family, and with other members of 
the church, and you will find a man who is at war with 
himself. H. G. Wells , 'nThe History of Mr. Polly, 
said of one of his characters: 'He was not so much a 
human being as a civil 

The summer of 1966 witnessed two of America's worst 
ma ss murders. On July 14, an intruder me thod ically 

and stabbed to death~ student nurses, one 
by one, in their Chicago apartment. Two weeks later, 
on August l, a marksman killed irteen ersons and 
wounded 31 during a furious, 80-minute shooting spree 
from atop a 30-story towe r on the campus o f t he 
University o f Texas. 

Richard F. Speck, 2 4, was a ccused o f the Chicago 
killings. A doctor hi m the s uspect by a 



telltale tattoo on his arm, "Born to raise hell." 
who murders eight young subjecting their familiE 
to a living hell, must undoubted ly be sufferi ng an inner 
he ll If one is not at pe ce he will tolerate no 
peace _wt~t. 

Fortunately, of us do not 
conflicts by nurses or 
on a college campus. But the principle is the same, 
whether a thoughtless word causes a friend to blush or a 
deadly bullet fells him in a pool of blood. ' Peacemakers 
must start with themselves . ~pt.,ci, 

Peace of mind does not free one from problems. It 
does not he floats endlessly on puffy clouds of 
elation. It does signify an inner composure, a unifying 
and focalizing of one's energies. Peace of mind 
that one has learned to live with himself rather than 
fighting against himself. (Hastings, 101-105) 

- - Apply: How can we peace with ourselves? Here 
a suggested exercise. It isn't easy. We must look in 
the mirror; look ourselves straight in the eye . Then we 
will ask ourselves this question; "Have I made peace 
with God? Am I at peace with myself?" We must do 
this the first thing every morning. Then we should tell 
ourselves that this day, just today, we are going to ma~ 
peace with ourselves. somehow, this works and 
when it works we have peace with God and others as 
well! (WK Pendleton, Pursuit of Happines s, p 60) 

II. THE PURPOSE OF PEACEMAKING 
-- Note: The purpose of peacemaking is not appeasement. It 

is not peace .at any price. It is not the same thing as 
cowardice or love of a quiet life. can often avoid a 
dispute by leaving it to others to stand up for the right. 
One ,l~t it all his own way becau: 
he is bigger than you or shout~ louder. It may be human 
and prudent to do that, but it is hardly 
making. The peace-at-any-price people, saying }l'eace, 
peace where there is no peace, may be the foes of real 
peacemaking . Martin, The Beatitudes ,. 6.?). 

There are those who would their own grandmother 

to a man-eating shark rather than have the waters ruffled. 
The purpose of peacemaking is not appeasement but 



()r 
but rather it is reconciliation! states that 
reconciliation is "to caus e to be friendly again; to bring 
back to harmony; to settle differences" 

Paul the apostle saw reconciliation as the purpose of the 
ministry of both Christ and 
11 Cor. 5: 18-19 K "And all things are of God, who hath 
reconc Ued us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to 
us the ministry of reconcilia tio n; to wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconci ling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation . 11 

1. Reconciliation Between Man and God 
II Cor. 5:20 KJ "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us: and we pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." , 
Note: But Jesus remind s us that peace between God and 
man is not peace-at-any-price. God is not an appea ser. 
He does not compromise. He offers peace on the terms 
of absolute surrender. "Except ye repent , shall a 
likewise perish" s tates Christ in Luke 13:3. 
ILL US: Gen. Om_ar Bradley of WWII fame up our 

1 age in a Memor1a1 Day addre ss, in 1948, at Long Mea
l dow, Mass.: "We have too many men of science, too 
1 few men of God. We have grasped the mystery of the 
l atom and rejected the Ser:non on the Mount. .. Ours is a 
world of nuclear giants and ethical infants. We know 

1 more about war than we know about peace, more about 
killing than we about living. 11 (Hastings, 100) 
Because the masses have yet to be reconciled to God. 
To bring reconciliation between and God is both the 
purpose of peacemaking as well as our privilege! 

2 .- Reconciliation Between Man and Man 
Note : "Lord make me an instrument of thy peace" are 
the majestic, opening words of the well-known prayer by 
St. Francis of Assissi. 'Where there is hate, may I 
bring love. Where offense, may I bring pardon . " Is 
there any nobler work than allowing God to use us as his 
instrument to negotiate peace between individuals or 
groups? (Ha stings, 108) 

--r Note: The Jewish Rabbis held that the highest 
which a man can perform is to establish right relation
ships between man and man. That is what Jesus means· 



There are people who are always storm centres of trouble 
and bitterness and strife. On the other hand--thank God 
there are people in whose presence bitterness cannot 

people who bridge the gulfs, and heal the breaches 
and sweeten the ai--t-teme.ss-es. • 

In 1961 the Communists built the nearly 8-mile 
long Be rlin Wall. A year later, an 8-mile tunne l was 
completed Mont Blanc, France and Italy. 
The wall separates; the tunnel unites. Both required 
and machines and mortar-;,i. ikewise, the same emotional 
and physical strength can be used to or unite, 
to reconcile or alienate, to ~ or wound, to peace 
or plant discord--;::::::w-e have the resources to build con
structively or fight like dogs. (Hastings, 101) 

Until recently our family had two dogs. These 
dogs were of different breed. They had a natural dislike 
for each other. Now and then, they would come to open 
war. When they did so they fought to utter exhaustion. 
Having reached this state, they would cease to tear at 
each other, but they would still glare at each other in 
s ch a fashion as to indicate that the only reason they 
were not fighting was they were too tired. 
(Chappell, The Sermon on the Mount , p. 89) 

The of our peacema.king is to take the glare 
out of men's eyes and the hate out of t heir hearts and in 
Christi an reconciliation to lead them to become friends. 

III. THE PROMISE OF PEACEMAKING 
att. 5:9 'Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be 

called the children of God. 
1. Is Made to Those who Work for Peace 

Matt. 5:9a "Blessed are the peaceMAKERS" 
Peace does not "just happen". Peace must be 

made. We may into war. But if peace is ever 
realized it must be through conscious, persistent, 
sacrificial effort> We must do more than dream of peacE 
we must it. And that we can do. Every soul may 
become a peacemaker. It is for all of us to 
make fortunes. We cannot all make great names. But 
we can do something far be tter: we all make peace .I 
(Chappell, 94-5) 



2. Is the Promise o appmess 
-- Matt. "Blessed (happy) ... " 
-- Note: What a good feeling when we are able to salvage 

good from an otherwise hopeless How we 
appreciate t hos e who step in on our behalf, making of the 
lumber of our not taverns but temples, nd of the 
works of our every day not a reproac_h but a song. 
(Hasting, 109) 

The promise of happiness is fulfilled in the life 
of the peacemaker and in the lives of peace 
was made. 

3. Is the Promi se of Being Known as 'The Children of God " 
-- Matt. 5:9b "For they shall be called the children of 

God" 
-- Note: No other beatitude has quite the same ending; 

our Lord must have had a special reason for c hoosing it. 
Like father, like son. lled the 
children of God because Father. 
(Wirt, 99) And what coul~);:,e., 
paid to any •• r 

. 

CON: PEACEMAKING IS THE WAY TO HAPPINESS. AND THIS 
PRIVILEGE IS YOURS WHEN: 

I. YOU ARE AT PEACE WITH GOD 
II. YOU ARE AT PEACE WITH OTHERS, AND WHEN 

III. YOU ARE AT PEACE WITH YOURSELF 



.. 

YOU CAN BRING RECONCILIATION BETWEEN MAN AND 
AND MAN AND MAN. 

THE PROMISE MADE TO THOSE WHO WORK FOR PEACE IS 
THE PROMISE OF HAPPINESS AND THE PROMISE OF BEI NG 

OWN AS THE CHILDREN OF GOD. 
''BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, F0R THEY SHALL BE 

ALLED THE CH REN OF GOD!" 
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