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MERCY--THE WAY TO HAPPINESS 

Scripture: M atthew 5:7 fJ'-'fAI 

INTRO: BEFORE GEORGIA BECAME A STATE , GENERAL 
OGLETHORPE WAS GOVERNOR OF THE COLONY. ON ONE 
OCCASION JOHN WESLEY VISITED THE GOVERNOR. 
THORPE MENTIONED A WHO HAD OFFENDED HIM AND 
THEN SAID, "I SHALL NEVER FORGIVE HIM!" WESLEY REPLIED 
"THEN I HOPE SIR, YOU NEVER SIN." WESLEY 
TO THE TEACHING OF CHRIS~TffAT THOSE WHO 
FORGIVE AND SHOW MERCY BE FORGIVEN OR BE 
SHOWN MERCY. 

IF WE ARE UNFORGIVING IN LIFE WE SHALL BE UNFOR
IN DEATH. TO LIVE WITHOUT MERCY IS TO DIE 

WITHOUT MERCY. OR TO PUT IT POSITIVELY, THOSE WHO 
FORGIVE SHALL BE FORGIVEN. THOSE WHO ARE MERCIFUL 
SHALL OBTAIN MERCY. BUT MORE THAN THIS , MERCIFU 
SHALL OBTAIN HAPPINESS, FOR CHRIST STATES, "BLESSED 
(HAPPY) ARE THE MERCIFUL: FOR THEY SHALL OBTAIN MERCY. 

THIS BEATITUDE RAISES THREE VERY PRACTICAL QUESTIONS 
MERCY; HOW CAN I BECOME MERCIFUL; AND WHAT 

CAN TO FIND THE ANSWER TO THESE QUESTIONS 
IS TO FIND THE WAY TO 

I. WHAT IS MERCY? 
-- Matt. 5:7 
-- Note: But what is 0 f more 180 times in 

which "mercy" appears in the O. T ., the King James 
lates it 96 times as mercy , 38 times as kindness , and 3 
times as lovingkJndness_. 
1. It is NOT Emotionalis 
-- Note: To be merciful is far more than to b 

tears. Of course the merciful · 
sometimes n the_ presence of the grief of 
and Mary over the , ' Jesus could 
not res.train his tears another place we read that he 
beheld city and it. There been 

something startling about the weeping of 
this strong man. ' Je u wept . " But he did far more t ha 
weep: he gave to and 

those whom he 



But there are those who weep easily and copiously, 
whose tears are without any meaning or worth. There 
i s no driving power in them. Such often feel themselves 
very pious and very merciful because of their facility 
for weeping, but their tears are vain and futile because 
they lead to no action (C .Chappell, The Sermon onthe 
Mount , pp 61-2) 

2. It is NOT Humanitarianism 
-- I Cor. 13:3 (KJ) "And though I bestow all my goods to 

feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned , 
and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. " 

-- Note: Mercifulness is more than passing out sandwiche . 
and hot coffee to down-and-outs. It is more than sub
scribing to the Community Fund or blood. Not 
that a merciful man will not do all these when necessity 
requires. He will do them gladly. But it is ossible to 
do them all and yet not be merciful. (Chappell, ibid) 
ILL US: When Sir Launfal set out on his search for the 
Holy Grail, he saw a repulsive beggar crouched by his 
gate who asked him for alms. The knight did not refuse, 
nor did he give him a cheap and worthless g ift. He 
him real gold. But he gave it w ith loathing and totally 
without any me rcy in his heart. Therefore, hungry 
though the beggar he could not accept h is loveless 
gift. (Chappell, 

3. It IS an Attitude 
-- Note: Mercy is not something to be "dispensed" at 

regular intervals. 

{ 

has a more inclusive meaning. 
Mercy 

Je sus expands Hebrew law to include how a person 
feels in his heart. He makes mercy something greater 
than a few benevolent acts. It is an attitude! (W . K . 
Pendleton, Pursuit of Happiness, pp45-6) 

ote: Mercifulness is primarily a thing of the inner 
ife. It is a disposition of the soul. It is to be posses
ed of a spirit. It is to have a heart of piety an 
ompassion tis to have Christ's a of lookin at 

It is to ..fe..el..:toward our friends and foes somewhat as 
Christ felt toward his. It is to have Chr ist's 
toward the sinful and (Chappell) 



-- James 2: 17 (KJ) "Even so fai if · is 
dead, alone. 11 

-- Note: I we have an attitude of mercy we 
mercy it cannot be 

kept a secret. It will express itself through the bursting 
of buds and the so ngs of birds. And when the springtime 
of mercy is in our heart it makes itself known in a mul
titude of 
(1) It is Be.lng Kind in Our Judgments o f Others 
-- Note : We are going to search for the best in our 

fellowman instead of for the worst. We are going to . 
seek extenuating circumstances rather than those tha 
incriminate and prove guilt. We to be slow 
to condemn and_ quick to commend , 

t i s M1nistering to Otners 
-- Note: When Jes us finished the parable of the good 

Samaritan, he which of the characters was the 
neighbor . Even the lawyer who had questioned him 
admitted, e at me on hi ' ( e 10:3 7) 
Not the one who "felt" mercy or"expressed" sympathy, 
but the one who DID something! Mercy is ministering 
to others . (R.Hastings , Take Heaven Now! pp.73-4) 

-- ILLUS: The world has remembered this nameless 
Samaritan through all the centuries. It will remember 
him to the end of time . This it will do, not because 
of his wealth, or intellect, but soJely because he 
was merciful . 

The priest and Lev:tte, on the other hand, share an 
immorality of shame. They did not rob nor did they 
inflict wounds on the already-suffering man. They 
only passed by without doing anything. They showed . 
themselves to be without mercy. Had the officers of 
Jerusalem set out to arrest those responsible for the 
crime , they would have looked only for robbers, not 
the complacen priest and the self-satisfied Levite . 
But Christ placed these two in the witness stand 
with the robbers, for they all lacked mercy. 



. 

(3) It is Forgiving Others 
LUS: When William E. Gladstone was Chancellor 

of the Exchequer ("Sec . of Treasury" ) he sent down 
to the Treasury for certain statistics upon which he 
was to base his budget proposals. The statistician 
made a mistake. But Gladstone was so sure of this 
man's accuracy that he did not time to verify 
his figures. He went before the House of Commons 
and made his speech, ba s ing his appeal on the in
correct figures that had been given him . His speech 
was no sooner published than the newspapers exposec 
its glaring inaccuracies . Gladstone was naturally 
overwhelmed with embarrassment. He went to his 
office and sent at once for the statistician who was 
responsible for his humilitating situation . The man 
came, full of fear and shame, certain that he was 
going to lose his position. But, instead, Mr. Glad
stone said: "I know how much you must be disturbed 
over what has happened, and I have sent for you to 
put you at your ease . For a long time you have been 
engaged in handling the intricacies of the national 
accounts, and this is the first mistake that you 
made. I want to congratulate you and express to you 
my keen appreciation. " It took a big man to do that , 

'\ a man big enough to realize that to be merciful is to 
• 

I 

II. HOW CA I ECOME MERCIFUL? 
-- Matt. 5: 7. "Blessed are the merciful. . . " t hat is 

enough , but HOW does one become "merciful"? 



1. Remember Your Own Need of Mercy 
-- Note: 

be overtaken in fault, ye ch are spiritual 
such an one in the spirit of meekness, 

,considering thvseln-." f we do seriously consider our-
selves, we are likely to realize that the faults that we 
most sharply condemn in others are often those of which 
we ourselves are guilty. If we are at all acquainted with 
our own sinful hearts, we cannot but realize that it is 
only of the amazing mercy of God that we are any better 
than the chief of sinners. ; And, since we ave so much 

r which we forgiven, we ought to be ready to 
forgive. (Chappell, 68) 

2. Get Better Acquainted with Those You are Prone to 

-- 1 The word means "prejudging" or "making 
an estimate of others without knowing the facts." 
often we do this without knowing the person at all! 

It is alway easy to be very severe in our condemna
tion of those we do not know. We need to get better 
acquainted with that person's backgrouna, his hurts and 
heartache s , the robl ems he faces and the reasons for 
the scars he . 1 

-- Note: The question is not whether the sinner deserves 
punishment. The key issue is not the degree of guilt; it 
is the degree of concern for the guilty. This kind of 
concern is more than ''getting the facts." It involves 
self-identification, getting into the other person's shoes 
and seeing life with his eyes, hearing life with his ears, 
feeling life with his heart. 

When we know the truth about other people--their 
trials, their temptations, their weaknesses--it is 
easier to show mercy >Thomas a' Kempis wrote, "Know 
all and you will pardon all." (Hastings, op. cit. , 76) 

-- ILL US: reacherwas having his shoes shined and was 
in a bit of a hurry. When he thought it was about time 
for the task to be finished, he looked down only to find 
his shoes in worse condition than they were at the 
beginning. He spoke sharply to the little boy. It was 
then that the little fellow looked up showed a face 
that was wet with tears. "I am sorry, sir," he said. 
"But my mother died this morning, and I am trying to 



make a little money to buy some flowers to put on 
her coffin." And the preacher saw that it was his 
tears falling on his shoes that was making it impos
sible for him to shine them. (Chappell, 69) 

3. Allow Chri. st to be Merciful You 
-- "Christ in you the hope of glory." And 

in you is your only hope for ever becoming a 
merciful person. 

-- Note· To be merciful is to be filled with God. The eyes 
of compassion are not human eyes. When we look 
eelingly upon our brother in need, it is not our own 

feelings that affect us . When we look upon our brother 
in mercy, i is Lord who looks and feels and makes 
use of us as his instruments, i o hie orks 
in you both t o w11l and to do of his good 
(Phil. 2 : 13) (S. Wirt, The Cross on the Mountain, 
pp 68-9) 

III. WHAT CAN I EXPECT? 
-- Matt. 5:7 
-- Note: Just what i s it comes into the life of a person 

who shows mercy? 

1. Peace Within Yourself 
-- Note: The man who cleanses himself of bitterness and 

resentment and revengeful thoughts against h i s fellow 
man is well on the way to the full life. He is richer 
than the man whose days are thinking of ways to 
get even with his neighbor. 

The man who can an offense, put it in the 
proper perspective, and then temper justice with mercy 
is the sort of fellow who has peace of (Pendleton , 
49) 

2 . Mercy From Fello 
-- Note: The attitude of toward depends 

largely upon our attitude toward them. If folks are 
friendly with you, the chances are that it is because 
are not friendly with them. If nobody ever does you a 
kindness , it is exceedingly likely that you yourself 
never do a kindness. If the f man 's hand 



is you, tha is pretty good evidence that the 
back of your hand is toward every man . 

' fl.p-5 I 

p, e is true of mercy: 
ull of the joys of life ar ose who know how to be 

merciful, because in the end, mercy will be reflected 
back into their own lives. 

breeds mercy. Jesus says so. (Pendleton, 49-
50) 

3 . Mercy From God 
-- Note : God forgives us to the extent we forgive others. 

"If ye fo trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
t respasses" (Matt 6:14-15) If we can forgive only alf 
the offenses of others, God can forgive only half our 
s ins. If we find it in our hearts to forgive all in 
others, God finds it possible to forgive all in us. If we 
delight t o say , "He got what he de e ed.," rest assured 
we in turn will also get what we deserve. (Hastings, 70-
71) 

But when you are merciful toward others you can 
expect God to be merciful toward you. 

his endureth forever ' is one of the most 
often repeated statements in the Old Testament, occurr
ing 26 i es in Ps lm alone. Mercy is as ageless 
as God, as indestructible as his love. Without mercy, 
God would cease to be God . (Hastings, 72) 

his mercy toward you in 
exchange for your mercy toward others. This you can 
both expect and count on! 

THE WING TIPS OF 360 JAPENESE PLANES GLISTENED IN 
MORNING SUNLIGHT AS THEY DOWN A VALLEY IN 

NORTHERN HAWAII TOWARD PEARL HARBOR. IT WAS THE 
MORNING OF DECEMBER 7, 1941. 
! APTAIN MITSUO FUCHIDA COMMANDER OF THE LEAD -



HIGHLEVEL BOMBER IN THE PEARL HARBOR ATTACK, FIRED 
THE SIGNAL FLARE AT 7: 55 THAT MORNING THAT 
JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES INTO WORLD WAR II. BEHIND 
FUCHIDA' S PLANE WERE 50 BOMBERS, 40 TORPEDO PLANES , 
54 DIVE BOMBERS, AND 36 FIGHTER PLANES. 

AT HIS SIGNAL, THE PLANES PEELED OFF, SCREAMING 
TOWARD THE PEACEFUL HARBOR. 1:ORPEDOES ED INTO 
THE SIDES OF THE SHIPS , BOMBS BURST ON THE AIRFIELDS. 
FIGHTER PLANES STRAFED THE DOCKS. THOUSANDS WERE 
KILLED AND WOUNDED. IT WAS A CRUSHING BLOW TO THE 
UNITED STATES NAVAL FLEET IN THE PACIFIC. 

AFTER THE WAR, FUCHIDA: EARNED HE WAS THE ONLY 
SURVIVOR OF THE 70 OFFICERS WHO LED THE DECEMBER 7 

ATTACK. HE WAS TO THE WAR TRIALS 
FOR THOSE ACCUSED OF ~ ERICAN PRISONERS 
OF WAR. THIS MADE HIM BITTER. HE RESENTED THE 
AMERICANS' PUNISHING HIS FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, SINCE 
HE BELIEVED THE AMERICANS HAD PROBABLY TORTURED 
JAPENESE PRISONERS, TOO. 

TO CONFIRM HIS HE INTE RVIEWED A 
JAPENESE LIEUTENANT WHO HAD BEEN IMPRISONED IN A 
HOSPITAL IN UTAH DURI NG THE WAR. HE EXPECTED TO HEAR 
GRIM TALES OF TORTURE. TO HIS S URPRISE, LT. SHOEKEI 

TOLD HOW AN 18-YEAR-OLD AMERICAN GIRL 
NAMED ARET COVELLE HAD NURSED THE JAPENESE 
PRISONERS WITH KINDNESS. 

HE W AS DOUBLY AMAZED TO LEARN THAT MARGARET'S 
PARENTS, TEACHERS IN A BAPTIST-SPONSORED SEMINARY IN 
JAPAN, HAD BEEN S HOT TO DEATH AS SUSPECTED SPIES 
THE INVASION OF THE PHILIPPINES. WHEN FIRST 
LEARNED OF THEIR DEATHS , SHE WAS BITTER. LATER HER 
ATTITUDE CHANGED, AND SHE SHOWED MERCY ON THE 
PRISONERS OF WAR WHOSE C OUNTRYME N HAD EXECUTED 
HER OWN PARENTS. 

THIS IMPRESSED FUCHIDA STILL FURTHER. NOT LONG 
HE WAS CHRISTIANITY WHILE READING 

THE BIBLE. HE READ IT FOR SEVERAL DAYS, AND HIS CONVER
SION CAME THE DAY HE READ L 23. THIS IS THE CHAPTER 
WHICH DESCRIBES THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST. VERSE 
34 MADE THE GREATEST IMPRESSION, " HEN SAID 

FORGIVE THEM: OT WHAT THEY 
II 



FUCHIDA'S MIND WENT BACK TO THE SLAYING OF 
MARGARET"S PARENTS, AND OF HER FORGIVENESS TOWARD 
HER ENEMIES, AND OF HER TENDER CARE FOR JAPENESE 
PRISONERS OF WAR. IN THAT MOMENT HE I TOO I ACCEPTED 

THE CHRIST OF MERCY AND WAS 
FORGIVEN, BECAUSE MARGARET . MERCY 
BEGETS MERCY. GIVES BIRTH TO FORGIVENESS. 

ON THE 25 ANNIVERSARY OF PEARL HARBOR, MITSUO 
FUCHIDA, THEN A PRESBYTERIAN EVANGELIST, SHARED THE 
SAME PLATFORM WITH BILLY GRAHAM--"BROTHERS IN CHRIST" 
--AT A CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP BANQUET IN HONOLULU. 
(Hastings, pp . 80-82) 

THE MERCIFUr.: FOR THEY SHALL OBTAIN 
MERCY" NOT ONLY FOR THEMSELVES BUT FOR OTHERS AS 
WELL. AND THIS IS INDEED THS WAY TO HAPPINESS! 



MERCY--THE WAY TO HAPPINESS 
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