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"BE PERFECT" 

Matthew ,-~/.q_ 

INTRO: "BE PERFECT !" THAT'S A MIGHTY BIG 
ORDER, EVEN COMING FROM CHRIST. WHAT DOES 
HE MEAN BY THIS? 

A FIRST SERGEANT IN BOOT CAMP MADE THINGS 
VERY CLEAR TO HIS MEN. HE SAID, "DON'T 
ANYTHING I SAY OR TELL YOU TO DO. DON'T 
WORRY--! HARDLY EVER MAKE A MISTAKE. IN 
FACT, I'VE MADE ONLY ONE MISTAKE IN MY LIFE. 
I ONCE THOUGHT I WAS WRONG ABOUT SOMETHING. 
AND IT TURNED OUT I WASN'T. " IS THIS 
THE ATTITUDE CHRIST WANTS US TO HAVE HE 
SAYS, "BE YE THEREFORE PERFECT, EVEN AS YOUR 

w~~cgN~s rr, 
ON THE SURFACE IT SOUNDS 

LIKE A COMMAND WHICH CANNOT POSSIBLY HAVE ANYTHING 
TO DO WITH US. FOR NONE US WOULD EVEN FAINTLY 
LAY CLAIM TO PERFECTION. YET WE KNOW CHRIST 
SAID IT. SO WHAT DOES IT MEAN? FIRST OF ALL, 
IT IS A 

I. COMMAND 
"Be ye t herfore perfect • .. " 
hOTE : The Greek word for perfect is teleios. 
This word is often used in Greek in a very 
s pecia l way. It has nothing to do with what 
we might call _abs.tract, or philosophical per
fection. 

An animal which is fit f or a sacrifice to 
God , that is without blemis h, is teleios. A 
man who has reached his full-grown stature i s 

in contradistinction to a half-grown 
lad. A student who has reac h e d a mature 
knowle dge of his subject is teleios as op
posed t o a learner who is just beginning , and 
who as has no grasp. of things . To put it 
in another way, the 
is functional . A thing per t 
fully realises the purpose for which it was 
planned, -and des i gned, and made. 



- -ILLUS : Suppose in my house there is a screw 
loose, and I want to tighten and adjust this 
screw . go out to the store and I 
buy a scr ewdr i ver . I find screw
dr i ver exactly fi t s t he of my it 
is neither too large nor small, too rough 
o r too smooth. I Jay the screw-driver on the 
slot ot t he scr ew , and I t h a t it exactly 
f it s . I then turn screw and the screw is 
f ixed. In the Greek and especially in 
the New Testament sense, tbat screw-driver is 
teleios, because it exactly fulfilled the pur
pose for which I desired and bought it .I 

So,then, will be te leics if he 
fi l l s t h e pu rpose for wh i ch he was c r eated . 
For what purpose was man created? Bible 
leaves us to that . 

-

"Be imitators (fol
lowers of God," Paul wrote to t h e 

-- is in this that 
J esu s are to be underst ood . Not one 
of u s is expected to be perfect i n 
o f being flawl ess . Instead , we are to 
perfect in the that we aim at: erfection 

, imitate Go d in a ll 
we t h ink a nd say and do ( Pear s on, p . 117) . 

In this sense, "Be ye therefore per fect" is 
not only a command, it is also a command we 
can obey . 
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II. CIRCUMSTANCES 
- - "Be ye THE EFORE Perfect " 

Last week we noticed that wherever the 
word "therefore" is found in Scripture we 
need to ask , "what it is there for?" This 
reveals the circumstances , the background out 
of which this command comes . I t was given in 
light of what Christ had just taught about 
loving our enemies ( ve rses 43-44). And the 
word Christ used for love (vs . 43 ) is the same 
word he used f or God's love f or us in J ohn 

benevolence and good / 
will . 

It is the whole teaching of the Bible that 
we only realise IJlilJl}:lood by 
l ike . " "is not proven by how much 
liquor a perso n may drink , or how many sexual 
escapades he ma y have or how dirty he may talk. 
This only roves that we are "animals"--not 
men! 

We realize our 
manhood, we enter upon Christian perfection, 
when we learn to forgive as God forgives, a nd 
to love as God loves (Barclay, pp. 176-77). 

- -BRI The command , Perfect" is given in 
l i ght of the circumstances just mentioned, 
that we love our e nemies . Now ther.e is a 
challenge . 

II I . CHALLENGE 
" Be ye therefo re p e rfect, e v en YOUR FATHER 
whi ch i s in he aven is perfect ." 

- 3-



our c a lerige iEl--to_ b_e as our Father 
which is in Heaven, at four of His at
tributes come to mind which open avenues for 
obeying this 
1. The Diligence of 

Ps . 121:3b ,:He t hat the e will not 
slumbe r· " II ! 
John 9: 4 (Christ) "I must work the works of 
him ; hat sent me while it is day . " 

To be like God in such diligence 
that we avoid the laziness whic 

drove an overworked wife to say about her 
recently deceased "I'll get some 
work out o f old boy y e t. I'll have 
him c rema ted a nd put his a she s in a n hour

To be like God in diligence 
requires not simply we be working but 
a l so that ~ t h e right 
causes 118) 



2. Impartiality of God 
( READ) 

A fisherman on the coast of Maine 
told Roy Pearson and his wife about a ter
Tible northeast storm which had swept down 
the coast a few winters earlier. One o f 
the little fishing boats was lost at sea , 
and as the night came on the snow 
closed in, even the Coast Guard vessels 
were compelled to return from the search. 
The three men on the boat were dead, they 
told the watche r s on the island shore . No 
one be out in that storm and survive . 

But far out on the ocean the t hree men 
were still alive. it became obvious 
that they could not get back to the harbor 
i the gale, they had dropped their heavy 
anchor and settled down to it out. 
About midnight the storm abated a little 
and through the wildly swirling flakes of 
snow they caught sight of the light on 
Baker's Island. the strain on 
a nchor they had been forced to keep their 
engine running contiiuously , and with t he 
gasoline fast disappearing, they felt that 
they had no choice but to run for port. 
So they tied a rope around one of the me n 
and sent him f orward to pul l up the anchor, 
and to make the work a easier the 
pilot sent the boat forward to loosen the 
tension on the chain. But just then a sud 
den surge of the wave s tightened the chain, 
and i broke. As the boat swung around 
broadside, great wave crashe into the 
cockpit and completely flooded it. two 
o'clock the next morning the boat limped 
into the harbor, and later in the day the 
Coa st Guard officers came out to the is
l and to the foolish rumor that the 
men were actually alive . It was not 
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they said . 
The fisherman who was telling the story 

asked Ro Pearson if he knew what he had 
t old his wife as he stood on the shore. "I 
told her," he said, "that next Sunday she 
could go to church alone. The fellow who 
ran that is an He doesn't 
believe in God, and he never goes to church , 
But God had a hand in bringing in that boat 
and I told my wife that if that was what 
God for people who paid no attention 
t o him, she could go to church by hersel f . 
I through with it!" 

For the first time in his life, apparent 
ly , that fisherman had come face to fac e 

the st a rk impartiality of God . For 
fi rst time in his life he was wrestling witl 
the problem whi c h Jesus stated when he said 
that kes the sun r i s e on t he evil 
and the good, and sends rain on the just 

t h e un j ust. II And he 
understand that if we want to 
our in heaven, we also be like 
h im in this (Pearson, pp . 119- 120). 

That there is mystery in this impar
t ial ity of God no man wi ll and the 
existence of evil is a proble m which men 
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I . 
doubtless never fully solve. 

But this at least we know: God doe s not 
have two faces, and if we seek to b e like 
him, we, too, must have one countenance 
to show to all our fellows--one mind, one 
heart , one will . 

Honest or dishonest, kind or cruel, 
lovely or friend or foe--e a ch man 
must find in us the same, unchanging de
sire to understand him, to love him, and to 
give support to any striving which he makes 
to be the kind of person God intended him 
to be . God "makes his s un rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust. ' 

3 . Quietness of 
often wish that God might b e more in 

evidence around us. 

r obber holds up a bank , a nd why does 
not God wrest t he gun from his and 
drag him off to the police station? An 
a irline r s peeds through the ni gh t toward 
a high mount ain cra g, and why does not God 
heave the plane upward in time to save the 
lives of the twenty-five young soldiers 
going home for Christmas? 

-
- ~ 
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But whether we like it or not, God does 
not work in that way, and the ancient story 
o f Elijah on the mountain speaks of truth 
much needed among us: 

"And b e hold the Lord passed by, and a 
great and strong wind rent the mountai?s 
and broke in pieces the rocks before tne 
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind ; 
and after the wind an earthqu ake , but the 
Lord was not in the earthquake; and after 
the earthquake a fire , but t he Lord was 
not in the fire; and after the a still 
small voice. " ( I 19: 1 1 

The point is not tha t God had no con
nection with the e arthquake, the wind, and 
the for they did not haRpen unt il 
"the Lord passed by. " The point is rather 
that earthquake, the and the fire 
were only incidental manifestations of t he 
stil l s mall vo i ce. They were the sound of 
God' s f ootsteps , the aftermath of God's 
presence , the result of God' s passing. But 
Go d himself was no t i n t h em: He was in t he 
quie tne s s of the still s mall voice (Pearson 
pp . 1 21- 122). 

OTE : It seems to be true that God k e eps 
off the stage as much as possible, that he 
uses persuasion more frequently than force , 
and that he ers more o f ten that he 
shouts . 

And the childre n of the heavenly 
are to be like him in quite

/t--, ness-:-, 
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4. The Patience of God 
xodus 34 : 6b "The Lord God is merciful and 

gracious and LONGSUFFERING." 
Rom. 15:5 "The God of PATIENCE and con
solat ion grant you to be likeminded one 
toward another." 
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ing, or that 

It 

he is do-

control, or 
to be good. (Pearson, 

• 

alt Ke l l h s a rovocative se
quence of drawings in which ogo is restin1 
one day beside a log when suddenly 
the abbit rushes past. "Whoosh! Whoosh! 

he rabbit and when Pogo 
him where he is going, he rep lies 

that he does not kn ow but that he is bur
ring off to meet an emergency. "What's 
all the burr if ou don't know whe:i:..e ?" 
Pogo inquires, and the rabbit answers, 
' :._Man Tha ' ·es' it! It's when ou don't 
know where you is goin 1 that you 
in a hurry!" (Pearson, p. 124 ) . 

The Children of God the 
strength to be at i ent as the Father 
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patient because they know not only where 
they are going but also they are 
and whe nce they came . 

CON: The ence of God, the ·mpartiali of God, 
the quie ess of God, the patienc of God--how few 
these are among the attributes of the heavenly 
Father which Christ must have had in mind when he . . 

commanded us to be as our Father ·in Heave n . 
........ s f orgiveness, a 

ove, and even t hen you have scarcely begun to 
describe the challe nge of any attempt to be like 
him. 

Yet still the commandment of Jesus is incum
b e nt upon us. "You . .. must be perfect," s aid , 
" as you heavenly Father is perfect " --perfect not in 
the sense of having no faults but perfect rather in 
the sense that we share God's purposes, respond to 
his will, f eed on his goodness, walk in his light 
(Pearson, p. 125). 

SOURCES: 

Willi am, Gos p e l o f Matt h e w, Vol. 1 
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P e arson, Roy , Ha rd o f J o s u s , Baker 
Book House , Grand Rapids , 1976. 
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