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''LOVE YOUR ENEMIES II 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 5:43-47 I 

INTRO: OF ALL THE HARD SAYINGS OF JESUS, HIS COM
MAND THAT WE LOVE OUR ENEMIES IS CERTAINLY ONE 
OF THE HARDEST! TO BELIEVE THIS SAYING, TO AP
PROVE IT OR TO OBEY IT IS DONE WITH GREAT DIF
FICULTY. 

LOVING OUR ENEMIES, BLESSING THOSE THAT CURSE 
US, DOING GOOD TO THOSE WHO HATE US AND PRAYING 
FOR THOSE WHO DESPITEFULLY USE US IS LIKE JUMP
ING OFF HIGH BUILDINGS, OR EATING GLASS OR ASKING 
OUR CAT TO DO THE DISHES! IT JUST ISN'T SOMETHING 
WE NORMALLY DO! IT IS CERTAINLY NOT SOMETHING 
THAT IS DONE EASILY! 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THINK THAT JESUS DID 
NOT MEAN FOR HIS WORDS TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. 
OR PERHAPS HE MEANT THEM FOR ONLY HIS DAY. 

YET INWARDLY WE KNOW THAT IN THIS HARD SAYING 
IS CAPTURED THE SPIRIT AND HEART OF CHRIST "S 
TEACHING. HE WOULD NEVER HAVE SPOKEN THEM WITH
OUT MEANING THEM. AND HE WOULD NEVER HAVE 
COMMANDED US TO OBEY THEM WITHOUT EMPOWERING 
US TO DO SO. WE CAN APPLAUD THIS SAYING OR WE 
CAN SCORN IT. WE CAN OBEY IT OR FLAUNT IT. BUT 
WE CANNOT ESCAPE THE FACT THAT CHRIST SAID IT AND 
THAT HE EXPECTS HIS FOLLOWERS TO OBEY IT. 

THIS HARD SAYING OF JESUS FOCUSES OUR INDIVIDUAL 
ATTENTION ON LOVE AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR US TODAY. 

I. THE MISCONCEPTION OF E 

OTE : There are those today, as in Christ's time , 
that can sing with gusto, i,o How I Love Jesus II and 
at the s a me time hate their enemies--or as far as that 
goes, hate their fellow Christians. This is possible 
only when there is a misconception of love. 



l. The Basis of This Misconce_ption 
--Matthew 43a "Ye have heard that it hath been said" 
- Be careful that you do not believe every-

thing that you hear. "Hearing that something 
has been said" is never a wise basis for belief . 
The fact of the matter is that the state_ment, 'Thou 
shalt love thy ne ighbor and hate thine enemy" i s 
nowhere to be found in the Bible ... 

--Lev. 19:18b "Thou shalt love they neighbor as 
thyself." (The latter phrase in Matt. 5:43 was 
added by some scribe or religious teache r-- it 
was a matter of personal interpretation and pre
judice). Sw13rs -

There is each of us a propensity to 
bend the Scripture to suit our pe rsonal life style. 
• . Chicken thief in Louisiana ... "Let him that 

stole steal, no more let h im labor his hand s." 
(M isconception of 4:28) . 

2. The Belief of This Misconception 
--Matthew 'Thou shalt love t hy . .. 
- .NOTE: The belief of this misconception is that love 

c n be selective. That we can choose to love 
some pe ople and choose not to love others. But 
Christian love is neither selective nor discrimina
tory. 

As children of God, ours is to be a God-like love 
for He "so loved the world that he gave ... " But 
the misconception that says love can be selective 
does "give " but chooses t o ith hold love from 

'/...'II LE, 
1s' a l ristian, living in the w ill of 

God, i s not a 'kook" when he walk s up to a tota 1 
stranger and says , "God love s you and so d o 1.1" 
But this widespread mlsconception of love would 
deny this a nd would make love s e lective . 

3. The Behavior of Misconception 
--Matthew 5:46-4 7 (L.B.) "If you love only those who 

love you, what good is that? Even scoundrel s to 

that much . If you are friendly only to your 
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friends, how are you different from anyone else? 
Even the heathen do that. 

--NOTE: Belief always expresses itself in behavior. 
Here Christ pa ints an ugly picture of the behavior 
that i s built on the misconception of love. It i s 
a behavior unbecoming to a Christian. It is a 
behavior no better than that of II scoundrels and 
heathen. 11 

This behavior ermit us to love only those 
who love us and to be friendly only to those who 
are friendly to us. It makes of love a re , which is 
self serving. Love becomes a tool to be used. 

n short the behavior 
resulting from this misconception is unbecom ing 
and unchristian! 

In Greek there are four different words for 
111ove. 11 

Storge-i s characteristic of "family love, 11 a love that 
i s · as natural as the love of a child for a parent or a fathe r 
for a. son. 

filQ§_- the love o a man a woman, always there is 
passion this love(not essentially bad--this .con
notation came later) 

and best word for love, real love and 
affection between the closest and truest friends . 

is the word used here. "Unconquerable 
benevolence, invincible goodwill. 11 

If we regard a person with it means that . 
no matte r what that person does to us, no matter how he 
treats us, no matter if he or ·n ·ures us or 
g rieves us, never allow any bitterness aga inst 
him to invade our hearts , but we will regard him with 
that unconquerable benevolence and goodwill which 
will seek nothin but his highest good (Barclay, p . 172). 

-3-



1 . Is Seen n What 
--Matthew 5·44a them t hat curse 
- - OT : This is not some magical formula that / 

the approval of God . When we bless those who 
curse us, our ble s s ing must come from our heart. 

We 
do not need to become victims of verbal reciprocity-
returning in kind t he words spoken to us. 

The most effective way to silence the cutting 
words of a critic i s to bless him--to say (in 
honesty) all the good things you can about him . 

A person who must retaliate by cursing those 
who curse him knows little if anything about love. 

Christ contends that love is manifested in 
what we say. 

2 . Is Seen In What We Do 
--Matt. 5:44b 11 Do good to t hose that hate 
--NOTE : Jesus never asked us to love our enemies in 

the same way as we love our loved ones 

some
one has said, · s the power to love those whom we 
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do not like and who do not u . a.la 
I fact we can only have when Jesus Christ 

enables us to conquer our natural tendency to 
anger and to bitterness (Barclay, pp. 
It is then, in the words of . . 
that 'We Choose to Care. 11 

The fact remains that of 
J: is not only seen in what we ~ but even more in 

what 
But the third and most difficult manifestation 

of love: 
3 • Is Seen In How We Pray 
- Ma hew 5:44c ''Pray for them which despitefully ... 11 

- -NOTE: No man can pray for another man and still 
hate him. When he takes himself and the man whom 
he i s tempted to hate both to God, something hap
pens. We cannot go on hating another man in the 
presence of God surest way of killing bit
terness is to pray for the man we a re tempted to 
hate (Barclay, p. 17 4) . 

.. 

The most universal language is the language 
of love. Wherever there is love it speaks. In 

-5-



j 

this verse Christ suggests that love says two things. 
1. Love Says , 11 I Am A Child of 
--Matthew 5:45a (WM). 'To prove that you are sons 

in heaven. 11 •• 

-- John 3:14a· "We fro m 
because t he· brethren. 11 

-- E: This 1s a commandment which is only 
possible for a Chris tian. 

' It 
is often said that this world would be perfect if 
only people would live according to the principles 
of the Sermon on the Mount; but the plain fact is 
that no one can even begin to live according to these 
principles without the help of Jesus Christ 
(Barclay, pp. 173-4). 

0 1; Loire_ M.>-
vi/~~ 

2. Love Says Choose to Follow His 
--Matthew 5:4 r 7 
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our enemies is not inseparable 
from d i sapproving of their opinions or conduct. 
A Communist, a dishonest politician, the pro
prietor of a race track, the manager of a saloon , 
the owner of a house of prostitution--to 
that we must approve of such a person in order 
to love him would reduce the words of Jesus to 
absurdity. whatever else may be involved 
in loving our enemies, we are certainly not 
called upon to minimize the distinctions between 
right and wrong. 
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We are meant to refrain from hating one who is 
evil , but to e frai f m 
o osin him with a different o r--doing good to 
the man who hates us, praying for the person who 
persecutes us, overcoming the wrong the right. 
Lovin the enem does not mean blandl ac uiescin 
while the enemy treats us in which corrupts his 
own soul and thwarts the of God both for him 
and for us (Phearson, pp. 49-50). 

Loving our enemy means that we follow our Heavenly 
Father's example, who; while hating sin loves the 
sinner enough to give "his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. " 

CON. 

Far from being the impractical idealism which many 
people think, the commandment to love our enemies 
is the only realistic choice before us. If we do not 
love them because we want to, we shall love them at 
last because we have to. There is no other answer 
to evil. There is no other alternative to a mutual 
destruction. 

"God proved his love for us that while we ere yet 
sinners Christ died for us." 

And this he did not because he had to but because he 
chose to and because it was his nature. For 
is love." 
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