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"THE SALT OF EARTH" 

Scripture: Matthew 5:13 

INTRO: THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT IN MATTHEW 5-7 
HAS BEEN MORE WIDELY DISCUSSED THAN ANY OTHER PIECE 
OF LITERATURE OF EQUAL LENGTH.> SOME CHRISTIAN 
SCHOLARS HAVE EMPHATICALLY ASSERTED THAT THE BEST 
KNOWN FACT ABOUT JESUS IS THAT HE GAVE THE SERMON 
ON THE MOUNT. GREAT MEN OUTSIDE THE RANKS OF 
CHRISTIANITY, SUCH AS MAHATMA GANDHI, HAVE PRIASED 

MESSAGE OF JESUS." 
HAVE EVEN BEEN TAUGHT IN THE 

r 

PSYCHOLOGY. 
OSITION TO THE SERMON ON THE 

D BE THE NEGLECT OF ITS TEACHINGS 
3TIANS. THE SERMON HAS BECOME 

THE LIVES OF CHRISTIANS SAIL 
THAT STEERS THEIR COURSE. 

IF THE PROVERBIAL VISITOR FROM MARS LANDED IN A TYPICAL 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY, HAVING READ THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT EN ROUTE, HE WOULD CONCLUDE THAT HE 
HAD LANDED IN THE WRONG PLACE. MOST 
GIVE "LIP SERVICE II TO THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT BUT 
FAIL TO OBSERVE ITS TRUTHS IN THEIR DAILY 

HISTORY REVEALS THAT WHEN CHRISTIANS HAVE TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY THE DEMANDS OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, 
SPIRITUAL REVIVAL HAS RESULTED. WHEN CHRISTIANS 
APPLY THE TEACHINGS OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT TO 
THEIR LIVES, LOST PEOPLE WILL COME TO CHURCH TO SEE 
WHAT THEY ARE MISSING. 

HA E STUDIED THE FIRST PART OF THE SERMON ON 

[ THE MOUNT IN THE FORM OF A SERIES OF MESSAGES ON 
THE BEATITUDES NOW WE TURN TO THE NEXT PART OF 
THAT WHERE JESUS SAYS ARE THE SALT OF 
THE EARTH. II 

WHEN JESUS SAID THIS, HE PROVIDED MEN WITH AN 
EXPRESSION WHICH R AS BECOME THE GREATEST COMPLIMENT 
THAT CAN BE PAID TO ANY MAN. WHEN WE WISH TO STRESS 
SOMEONE'S SOLID WORTH AND USEFULNESS, WE SAY OF 
HIM, "PEOPLE LIKE THAT ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH . " 

THIS CHRIST'S WAY OF STRESSING THE ; 1 
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"THE SALT OF EARTH" 

Scripture: Matthew 5:13 

INTRO: THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT IN MATTHEW 5-7 
HAS BEEN MORE WIDELY DISCUSSED THAN ANY OTHER PIECE 
OF LITERATURE OF EQUAL LENGTH .> SOME CHRISTIAN 
SCHOLARS HAVE EMPHATICALLY ASSERTED THAT THE BEST 
KNOWN FACT ABOUT JESUS IS THAT HE GAVE THE SERMON 
ON THE MOUNT. GREAT MEN OUTSIDE THE RANKS OF 
CHRISTIANITY, SUCH AS MAHATMA GANDHI, HAVE PRIASED 
THE SERMON AS "THE MESSAGE OF JESUS. 11 

PARTS OF THE SERMON HAVE EVEN BEEN TAUGHT IN THE 
NAME OF SCIENCE AND PSYCHOLOGY. 

THE GREATEST OPPOSITION TO THE SERMON ON THE 
MOUNT CONTINUES O BE THE NEGLECT OF ITS TEACHINGS 
IN THE LIVES OF CHRISTIANS. THE SERMON HAS BECOME 
THE FLAG UNDER WHICH THE LIVES OF CHRISTIANS SAIL 
INSTEAD OF THE RUDDER THAT STEERS THEIR COURSE. 

THE PROVERBIAL VISITOR FROM MARS LANDED IN A TYPICAL 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY, HAVING READ THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT EN ROUTE, HE WOULD CONCLUDE THAT HE 
HAD LANDED IN THE WRONG PLACE. MOST 
GIVE "LIP SERVICE" TO THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT BUT 
FAIL TO OBSERVE ITS TRUTHS IN THEIR DAILY 

HISTORY REVEALS THAT WHEN CHRISTIANS HAVE TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY THE DEMANDS OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, 
SPIRITUAL REVIVAL HAS RESULTED. WHEN CHRISTIANS 
APPLY THE TEACHINGS OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT TO 
THEIR LIVES, LOST PEOPLE WILL COME TO CHURCH TO SEE 
WHAT THEY ARE MISSING. 

HAVE STUDIED THE FIRST PART OF THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT IN THE FORM OF A SERIES OF MESSAGES ON 
THE BEATITUDES NOW WE TURN TO THE NEXT PART OF 
'.rHA:T SERMON WHERE JESUS SAYS "YOU ARE THE SALT OF 
THE EARTH. II 

WHEN JESUS SAID THIS, HE PROVIDED MEN WITH AN 
EXPRESSION WHICH B AS BECOME THE GREATEST COMPLIMENT 
THAT CAN BE PAID TO ANY MAN. WHEN WE WISH TO STRESS 
SOMEONE'S SOLID WORTH AND USEFULNESS, WE SAY OF 
HIM, "PEOPLE LIKE THAT ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH . " 

THIS IS CHRIST'S WAY OF STRESSING THE · '1 
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' ARE the 

INFIHJJiNCE H C 

salt of the earth 11 

According to Jesus the source of this influence is 
the person you ARE! "Ye ARE salt," not "Ye have 
or "Ye dispense salt." It is only as a salt in 
his character that he can exercise the influence of salt 
in his 

--Apply : The influence you exert is al ways the influence 
of what you are. No man exerts upon other people any 
influence by what he says to them, save only as what 
he says is the outcome of what he is. 

s the father of a family, the influence you exert upon 
your boys and girls, is the influence of what you are 
and not of what you tell them they ought to be. It is the 
influence of your own personality in its fibre 
that is going to make or mar your child. There is no 

from this. Our influence comes out of what we 
are. "You are and if you are not salt, you lack 
the power to exercise this influence. Campbell 
Mor an states: of the worst heresies that has 
ever been foisted upon the thinking of any age is that a 
man may be pure in public influence if impure in private 
life. He cannot be. What we are, determines the 
character of our influence 11 

--ILLUS: The Romans said that salt was the purest of all 
things because it came from the purest of all things -
the sun and the sea . So then, if the Christian is to 

'11 he must be an example of purity. 
tial Christian must be the person 

of absolute purity in 
Of J--?/ and even in o Christian 

of s:tcict 
mself to become (Barclay) 

1e presence of a good man hinders 
1- elbow-room to do his work. 11 

--Clovis ··vnristian character is a positive force 
in the world. Salt is something that cannot be ignored. 
It is a positive quantity. If it is present, one must 
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IMPORTANCE OF THE 
TO HAVE ON SOCIETY. 

I. THE SOURCE OF !NFL UENCE 
ARE the salt of the e a rth 11 

According to Jesus the source of this influence is 
the person you ARE! 11 Ye ARE salt, 11 not 11Ye hav e 
or 11 Ye dispense salt. 11 It is only as a man..i§_ salt in 
his character that he can exercise t he influence of s a lt 
in his societu 

--Apply : The influence you exert is al ways the influence 
of what you are. No man exerts upon other people any 
influence by what he says to them, save only as what 
he says i s the outcome of what he is . 

s the father of a family , the influence you exert upon 
your boys and girls, is the influence of w hat you are 
and not of what you tell t hem they oug ht to be. It i s the 
influence of your own personality in its fibre 
that is going to make or mar your c hild . There is no 

from this. Our influence comes out of what we 
are. are and if you are not salt, you lack 
the powe r to ex ercis e this influence. Campbell 
Mor an states: "One of the worst heresies that has 
ever been foisted upon the thinking of any age is that a 
man may be pure in public influence if impure i n private 
life. He cannot be. What we are, determines the 
character of our influence " 

--ILLUS: The Romans said that salt was the purest of all 
things because it came from the purest of all things -
the sun and the sea. So then, if the Christian is to 
be the salt of the earth he must be an example 
The spiritually influential Christian must be the person 
who holds aloft the standard of absolute purity in speech , 
in attitude , conduct and even in o Christian 
can depart from the standards of 
Christian can allow himself to become ... (Barclay) 

--Alexander Mac : "The presence of a good man hinders 
the devil from having elbow-room to do his work. 11 

Chappell: "Christian is positive force 
in t he world . Salt is something that cannot be ignored. 
It i s a positive quantity. If it is present, one must 

1-



it. If it is absent, it is certain to be missed . 
When it comes to town, folks are sure to find it out . 
When it leaves, they are certain to miss i~ ometimes 
its presence is exceedingly welcome. At other times it 
is keenly resented, but always it must be recognized." 
But unless a Christian is pure he cannot exercise this 
influence cause the source of influence of which 
Christ speaks is the person you ARE! the 
THE SPHERE OF !NFL UE CE (The Earth) 

_ I "Ye are the salt of the EARTH" 
--Note : If we ara salt, where are we to unloose our 

ing and purifying powers? "Ye are the salt of the 
That is, we are to exercise our influence in the here and 
now . 
It is our business to serve as salt in our community. 
It is our business , as far as in us lies, to see that 
our city i s a clean c ity. We are to see to it that its 
atmosphere is such as wi)l- give young people the best 
possible c hance to grow up into clean and wholes ome 

manhood and womanhood . 
- -Note: Can you imagine being in a society without the 

church ? Our city is not what it ought to be, but how 
muc h worse would it be without the Church! We 
ourselves are not all that we ought to be, but how much 
worse would we likely be without the influence of the 
Church! 

--Apply: Salt does its work by being brought i nto close 
contact with the substance upon which it is to work. 
And so we not to withdraw ourselves from the world , 
but, as James says, we are to ourselves ' 'unspotted 
from the world. II j e i'"l1 Coc,k r 

1. Where Is Required 
--Note: In the an_cient world salt was a preservative. If 

there was to be preservation salt was req uired . Jesus 
11 Ye are the salt of the earth'.' These words must 

have seemed ridiculously presumptu us when they were 
were fir st spoken 

- - Apply: Without the presence of those who are Christlike, 
civilization does not climb upward , b11t goes downward. 
Society does not become more and more pure, but tends 
rather towa rd moral rottenne ss and dec ay. The presence 
of Christlike character in the world is an absolute 



essential if the world is to be kept from disintegration. 
No nation is made safe by its natural its 
geographical position, its standing army, or by its 
navy. It is only made safe by the character of ·ts 

1 '' , peop e. 
I have no doubt that Sodom was quite a busy 

and thriving city. It was buying and selling and boasting 
and rotting, all at the same time . Had one gone to the 
Cha mber of Commerce and suggested that they try to 
induce a few men like Abraham to move down into the 
city to save it from moral corruption, he would doubtless 
have been laughed at. But that was by far the most 
pressing need of the city. We are informed beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that ten good men could have so 
salted the city as to have saved it. But these not 
to be found . Therefore its destruction was inevitable. 

The Christian must be the preservative in any 
society in which he happens to be; • he must be the 
person who by his presence defeats corruption and makes 
it easier for others to be good. 

2 . Where t;ettKnv, 
-- Note: Salt lends flavour to things. Food w ithout salt 

is a sadly insipid and even a sickening 
is to life what salt i s to food. lends 

flavour to life. The tragedy is that so often people have 
connected Christianity with precisely the opposite. 
They have connected Christianity with that whicl?, takes 
the flavour out of life Even after Constantine had 
made Christianity the religion of the Roman Empire, 
there came to the throne another Emperor called Julian , 
who wished to put the clock back and to bring back the 
old gods. His complaint, as Ibsen puts it, was: 

;> "Have you looked at t hese Christians closely ? Hollow
e yed, pale-cheeked , flat-breasted brood 
their lives away, unspurred by ~ shines 
for them, but they do not see it: the e offers them 
its fulness, but they desire it not; a is 
to renounce and to suffer that they may come to die. 
As Julian saw Christianity took the vividness out 
life . . . . -i-§YHP,-i#"'l r!-Y., 

·ver Wendell Holmes once said , "I might have entered 
the ministry if certain cler I knew had not looked 



and ac ted so much like undertakers. II Robert Louis 
Stevenson once entered in his diary, as if he were 
recording an extraordinary phenomenon, 11! have been 
to Church, today, and am not depressed. 11 

Men need to discover the lost rad iance of the Christian 
faith. In a the Christian should be the 
only man who remains serene. In a 
the Christian should be the only man who remains full 
of the joy of life here should be a sheer sparkle about 
the Christian life. The Christian is to add flavour 
to society. Wherever he is, if he is to be the salt of 

the Christian must be the d iff r of · 
III. SACRIFICE OF !NFL UENCE 

if the salt have lost his savour. .. 
-- Note: When Jesus called His disciples salt, they were 

doubt less highly c_,.omplimentep. 
before they were. But Jesus d id not call 
them salt to boost Neither did He do it merely 
to indicate their savori and og powers. ;::if!e wanted 
to give them a solemn warning: they could lose t he ir 
saltness -- they could sacrifice their influence! 

;,-Pure sodium chloride does not deteriorate. But 
Palestinians often got their salt from the Dead Se a. 
That salt was not pure. It was mixed with other minerals 
that affected its flavor. In time, it became tasteless. 
Every Palestinian knew that . Once it had become in
sipid, it had to be thrown out. Its only value was to 
harden the surface of a h i g 
The disciples are to their society or be 
~pLyeAi by it. •• 

--Apply: can loose your savour -- you can sacrifice 
your Christian influence. You can even try to ~ftl 
substitute something else for salt. But it is importan\ , 
to notice that Christ d id not say, "You are the sugar,~,,,,_ 
of the earth. Many times we think of the Christian 
life as somethi g so and meek and mild as to be 
almost meaning The Christian is a powerful 
force and influence in his world. But it is an influence 
that can be lost. 

--Note: When Jesus speaks of the salt ' s losing its savour 

there is no need in debating whether such loss is a 



physical fact or not. The truth is that it is possible 
for us to lose our penetrating power of influence . 

the essential point remains -- invites 
d i s a ster. If a Christian is not fulfilling his purpose as 
a Chri stian , then he i s on the way t o disaster . We are 
meant to be the salt of the earth, and if we do not bring 
to life the ..__ and the d · anc 
that we ought , then we invite d isaste r. 

--Alexander Mac] says: 11 Three things, which I fear 
me are becoming le ss and less habitual among s t 
profe ·ng Chri stians: - 1 Meditation , he study of the 
Bible, private prayer . If you have not these -- and you 
know best whether you have them or not -- no power in 
heaven or earth can prevent you from losing the savour 
tha t make s you salt. 11 

--Note : Christ sounds one last word of warning concerning 
the e nd o f s a lt that ha s lost it s s avour. It is "Cast 
out 11 and 11 trodden under foot. 11 

God has no use for it , man has no use for it . If it has 
failed in doing the only thing it was created for , it has 
ailed altogether. 

' 
- - ILLUS: Where are the Churches of Asia Minor, of 

Alexandria , of Antioch , of Constantinople; t he whole 
of that early Syrian , Palestinian Christianity: where 
are they ? Where is the Church of North Africa, the 
Church of Augustine ? Trodden under foot of men! ' 

the archway of os ue in Damascus ou can 
read t he half-obliterated inscription Ki d m, 
0 Christ is rlastiJ½f-:--Kingdom.., ' and above 
it--'There is no God and is His 
prophet! ' The salt has los his savour , nd been cast 

t Ml) #1- µ1'J"1,I' ~let 
ou · No it.I 

CON: Is there a possibility of re-salting the saltless salt, 
~ of restoring the lost s avour , of re gaining s acrificed 

influence? Yes there is! He can win it back by going 
again to the source from which he received it at first. 
There is no obstacle in the way of a penitent returning 
t o the fountain of all power and purity , nor of t he full 
restoration of his los t savour . and returning 
will bring back the s a vour to the salt and once again you 
will be "The salt o f t he earth t 11 
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