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PERSECUTION--THE WAY TO HAPPINESS 

Scripture: 5:10-12 

INTRO: TO BE "PICKED ON" IS A HEARTBREAKING EXPERIENCE 
FOR A CHILD ON THE PLAYGROUND_. THE PAIN OF BEING 
PERSECUTED REAM I NS ACUTE WHEN ONE BECOMES AN ADULT. 
WE ARE MADE TO LOVE AND TO BE LOVED. WE LIKE TO BE 
LIKED. FELLOWSHIP IS THE NATIVE AIR OF OUR SPIRITS. BUT 
TO BE PERSECUTED 

. TO HAVE ONE 'S PRIVATE CASTLES OF 
SECUIRTY INVADED BY INTRIGUE, TO BE PURS UED BY PERSONS 
IN A MALIGNANT SPIRIT, TO BE SNIPED AT BY ENEMIES LYING 

TO BE HOUNDED AND HARRASSED · 
ALLEGED OFFENSES. AMONG ALL THE ILLS 

FLESH AND SPIRIT ARE HEIR TO , PERSECUTION CAN . 
COME ABOUT THE NEAREST TO MAKING LIFE A HELL ON EARTH. 

HENCE THE LAST OF O UR LORD'S BEATITUDES SEEMS PER
HAPS THE MOST PARADOXICAL OF ALL. THEY 
WHICH ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE: FOR 
THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." 

THIS BEATITUDE IS HARD TO BELIE\lE NOT ONLY BECAUSE 
TO US PERSECUTION SEEMS THE VERY OPPOSITE OF HAPPINESS 
BUT ALSO BECAUSE IT SOUNDSASTRANGE ON THE LIPS OF THE 
COMPASSIONATE JESUS, WHOSE HEART WENT O UT IN INCOM 
PARABLE SYMPATHY TO THOSE WHO SUFFERED. HOW THEN 
ARE WE TO UNDERSTAND JE SUS WHEN HE CO,PJGRATULATES 
THOSE PERSECUTED AND BIDS THEM JOICE IN 
SUCH SUFFERING? THERE IS A PARADOX TO BE EXPLAINED. 
(R. W. Seckman, The Higher 153-4) 

I. A TO BE EXPLAINED 
-- vs. 10 "Blessed (happy) are they which are persecuted ... 11 

ote: - It 
seems that anyone make a statement such 
as this. Of all the sayings of Jesus, this must be the 
strangest and most difficult to understand. Indeed it does 
present a paradox to be explained! ~ 
1. That a Person Can be II Happy" When Suffering 

II 

-- vs. l0a II Happy are they which are persecuteu · · · 

-- any normal person can be happy 

t 
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pers ecuted, reviled and lied about is nbelieyable ! 

Yet Jesus says that happiness and 
a'nd the joy of living will come to the man who 

is persecuted. (Pendleton, Pursuit of Happiness, p65) 
What does he mean by thi ow can this be true? 

-- PERSECUTION INDUCES ELF-EXAMINATIO Surely 
the mere fact of being persecuted is no of virtue 
and is worthy of no blessing in itself. When we find 
others against us, we should not jump to the conclusion 
that we are suffering for righteousness' sake. More 
people suffer for the wrong than for the right. 
t · is out of step with the rest of his march-

0 ing squad, his first need is to listen to music 
see if he be not at fault. Perhaps we _s_ay that the 
first value of persecution is to induce self-examination 
in order to find out why others dislike us. 

This need suggests a possible for Matthew's 
listing this as the last of the Beatitude s. Before we cor 
elude that we are being persecuted for our 
we should study ourselves in the li.ght of the preceding 
Beatitudes . Are we sufficiently selfless to be called 
''poor in spirit," seeking to enric life without greedily 
grabbing things for ourselves? Are we among those who 
mourn penitently; for our own sins and sympathetically 
for the sufferings of others? Are we so God-trained and 
God-tempered that we can be called meek? Are we 
merciful to those in our powers? Do we really unger 

thirst after goodness? Are we pure in heart? Are 
peacemakers, radiating the spirit of reconciliation? 

..::::,W-hen we put these questions to ourselves , do we not 
have to admit that it is our faults rather than our virtues 
which are responsible for most of the criticism and 
opposition we meet? Yes, far frequently we suffer 
because we are wrong than because we a re right. 
(Sackman, 154-55) 

-- PERSECUTION AFFORDS AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISPLAY 
@ffiTY One of the famous 

of all the martyrs was PolycaEp , the aged bishop of 
Smyrna . The mob dragged him to the tribunal of the 
Roman magistrate. He was given the inevitable choice· 
sacrifice to the godhead of Caesar or die. "Eightyand 
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six years," came the immortal reply, f served 

and he has done me no wrong. How can I blas
pheme my King who saved me? 11 So they brought him to 
the stake, and he prayed his last prayer: 'O Lord God 
. lmighty, , , I thank thee that thou ha st graciously 
thoug.ht me worthy of this day and of this hour.' Here 
was the s upreme opportunity to 'demonstrate his loyalty 
to Jesus Christ. There are so many of us who have 
never in our lives made anythlng like a real sacrifice for 
Jesus Christ. The moment when Christianity seems 
to cost us something is moment when it is open to us 
to demonstrate our loyalty to Jesus Christ in a way that 
all the world can see. (Barclay, 111) 

_ P SEC UTION MAKES THE WAY EASIER FOR THOSE WHO 
FOLLOW Today we enjoy the bles sing of and 
freedom which we possess because men in the past were 
willing to buy them for us at the cost of blood, and 
sweat, and tears. They made it easier for us, and by a 
steadfast and immovable witness for Christ we may make 
it easier for others who are still to come the con
struction of Boulder Dam there who lost their 
lives in that project which was to bring the water which 
was to turn a dust bowl into fertile land. the dam 
was completed, the name s of those who had died were 
put on a plaque and the plaque was put into the great 
wall of the dam, and on it there was the inscription: 
'These died that the desert rejoiceand b lo ssom as 
the The who fights his battle for Christ will 
a lways make things easier for those who follow after. 
For them there be one less struggle be 

on the way. (Barclay, 112-13) 
2 . That a Person Would be Persecuted for Doing Good 

vs. 10a (LB) are those who are persecuted becaus 
they are good ... " 

-- vs. 10a News) "Happy are those who suffer 
secution because they do what God requires." 
Note: All the world knows of the Christians who were 
flung to the lions or burned at the stake; but these were 
kindly deaths . N r ra ed the Christians in and 
set them alight, and used them as living torches to 
light his gardens. He them in the skins of wild 
animals and set his hunting dogs upon them to tear them 



to death. They were tortur::!d on the rack; they were 
scraped with pincers; was poured hissing 

them; were torn out; parts of their bodies 
were cut off roasted before their eyes ; band 
and feet burned while cold wate r was po ured over 
them to lengthen the agony. T thin s are 
sant to think about, but these are the things a man had 
to be prepared for, if he took his stand with Christ. 

We may well a sk why the Romans persecuted the 
Christians. It s eems an extraordinary thing anyone 
living a Christian life should seem a fit victim for per
secution and death. 

- - DOING GOOD OFTEN ISTURBS THERS: Jesus 
the Beatitudes to perfection. Yet he was hated and 

en to his death. 

The Church, when it really is the Church, ..i s bound t 
be the conscience of the nation and the conscience of 
society. there is the Church must praise; 

there is evil the Church most condemn- -and in
evitably men to silence the t~oublesome voice o 
conscience. (Barclay, 

-- DOING GOOD INTERFERS WITH THOSE WHO WANT TO 
BAD Superficial thinkers may assume that the virtues 

e scribed in the Beatitudes--mercy, meekness, purity c 
heart, and the like--are so weak and gentle are 
harmless and surely arouse no opposition. the 
opposite. The who insist on truth and 
goodness interfere those who follow their 
and pass ions. The when they advocate 
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' To'rgiveness while the is crying for are 

denounced as weaklings, soft sentimentalists. The 
who pursue a ourse of reconciliation past 

the point where hotheads call for war, are reviled as 
traitors and scorned by their fellow citizens. (Seckman) 

II. A PATTERN TO BE AVOIDED 
-- Note: The persecution of Nero's day that slaughtered 

Christians by the 100' s may not be the pattern of our day. 
Nevertheless, persecution continues to be rea 1 and 

tends to follow the pattern Christ mentions in verse 
It is a pattern to be avoided! 

- - vs . 1 (READ) 
1. Slander 
-- vs. 11 a "revile you" \\ 
-- Webste r: misrepresentations which 

defame and damage another person's reputation." 
-- Note: There were certain slanders which were spread 

abroad about the Christians. They were accused of 
cannibalis . The words of the Last Supper--"Tfiis is my 
bo his cup is th New Testament in my blood" -
were taken and twisted into a story that the Christians 
sacrificed a child and ate the flesh. 

0 

The Christians were accused of being 
incendiaries It is true that they spoke of the coming 
end of the world, and they clothed their message in the 
apocalyptic pictures of the end of world in flames. 
Their slanderers took these words and twisted them into 
threats of political and revolutionary incendiarism. 
The Christians were accused of tam erin wit fami 
relationships. Christianity did in fact split families as 
we have seen; and so Christianity was represented as 
something divided man and wife, and disrupted 
the home are those who continue to use slander 
as an effective tool for Christ would 

us ~voi<l (Barclay, 108-9 



2. Harrassment 
-- vs. 11 " ... and persecute you ... 11 

"to worry and impede by repeated raids, to 
annoy continually." 

-- There was one man who personified the Empire, 
one man in whom Ro might be felt to be incarnated, 
and that was the Emperor; and so the Emperor came to 
regarded as a god. Once a year a man had to go and 
burn a pinch of incense to the godhead of Caesar and 
say, "Caesar is Lord . 11 And that is precisely what 
the Christians refused to do. For them Jesus Christ 
was Lord, and to no man would they give that title 
which belonged to Christ. 

The Christians refused to conform. Confronted with 
he choice, ''Caesar or Christ? 11 they uncompromisingly 

chose Christ. The result was continual harrassment. 
However good a man, however fine a citizen a Christ
ian was, he was automatically an the vast 
Empire Rome could not afford pockets of disloyalty, 

? 

and that is exactly the position every Christian congre
gation appeared to take in the eyes of the Roman 
authorities. 

The only crime of the Christian was that he set 
Christ above Caesar; a nd for that supreme loyalty the 
Christians were harrassed and died by the 

-Gfl-F+&h- (Barclay, 109-10) 
However subtly the pattern of harrassment may be 

clearly commands us to avoid 
may not understand or appreciate another but prese
cution through harrassment in any form is forbidd en! 

3 . Falsehoods 
-- l lb " . .. and shall say all manner of evil again st you 

falsely, for my sake .. . " 
-- (Good News) " ... And tell of e vil lies against 

you ... " 
-- lander usually has some element of truth 

in it, however small. But a falsehood has no truth 
in it whatsoever! 

-- Note: When Jesus made himself the foe of evil, those 
who were its frie nds lied about him. They tried to 
destroy his good name. They said all manner of evil 
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against him falsely. And such has been the lot of the 
children of God through the centuries. It is not always 
easy to suffer falsehoods. Some have allowed their 
hearts to be But it is a form of persecu-

.,c.(I. 

t ion that en-
(Chappell, The Semon on the Mount, pl 08). ,.,. 

And it is quite obviously a pattern to be avo · by 
all who would know the blessedness 

III. fA PROMISE TO E ENJOYE 
vss. 10b and 12 
A WORD OF CAUTION: Do not conclude the more one 
suffers, the holier he becomes or the greater are God's 
promises to him. There are at least three kinds of suffering 
or persecution not covered by the 8th Beatitude . 

First suffering brought on by own wilful disobe-
dience. If I break the law and get punished, I cannot hide 
under the promise, "Blessed are they which are persecuted.' 

Peter 2:20 warns "For what glory is it, if, when ye be 
1 buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but f, 
I when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this 
j is acceptable with God." 
j Second, misfortune caused by carelessness. Some peopl 
stumble into trouble. They are not ill- 'ntentioned or mean
just careless. Unfortunately, they cannot claim the bless
edness of the 8th Beatitude . 

The "Six Mischievous Misses" often cause this kind of 
I 

' trouble. You will recognize them by their names: Miss 
Understanding, Miss information, Miss Interpretation, 

Representation, Conception, and Miss Behavior. 
Any one of them can snatch the rug out from under a fellow. 
All six can tear the whole house down! But when they do, 
don't run to the 8th Beatitude. It doesn't apply! 

Third, suffering that is "enjoyed" by those who get mor
bid satisfactbn out of pain. This is the fellow with the 
martyr complex, who wants to be unpopular because it make 

feel morally superior and "proves" he is a real Christian 
1 the proud Pharisee praying in the Temple, he thanks 
' God for the fact that he is "not as other men" (Lk. 18:11) 

(Hastings, 118-19) 
There is no promise to be enjoyed by those who suffer 

for any of these reasons! But rather t 1s 1s a promise made 



to those who suffer "for righteousness' sake" and who are 
spoken against ''falsely" for Christ's sake. And this 
promi · s three-fold. 

-- vs. 10b " ... for theirs IS the kingdom of heaven" 
-- Right in the middle of their persecution they can 

enjoy and experience this promi se. It is for the here-ar 
now! 

-- Note: Ralph Seckman says, 'When we resist the tempta
tion to sell our souls under pressure of persecution, we 
get a new sense of possessing our souls. We feel a ne1 

mastery of ourselves. Suppose that a teacher is subjec· 
ed to certain pressure groups which insist that he color 
his teaching according to their desires. In order to 
please these groups, he prostitutes the truth. He may 
thereby hold hi s position, but he has put a mortgage on 
his soul. He can no longer quite call his soul his own. 
But suppose he resists the temptation. He thereby gain 
entrance to the kingdom of who stand 
b the truth, cost what it may, hears the King's voice, 
for he is in the Kingdom where truth reigns and Christ is 

ith him! (pl63) 
-- No man ever suffers persecution alone; if a man 

is calla:l.upon to bear material loss, the failure of friend 
slander, loneliness, he will not be left alone, for Chris 
will be nearer to him than at any other time . e old 
story in Daniel tells how Sahdrach, Meschac and Abed
nego were thrown into the furnace ated seven times 
hot because of their refusal to move from their loyalty 
to God. The King's men watc hed, "Did'nt we .Qgst 3 
men, bound into the fire? ..• Lo, I see four men, loose, 
walking in the fire an they have no hurt ... and the form 
of the fourth is like the Son of God" (Dan. 7: 

a man has to suffer something for his faith, that i 
the way to the closest possi le companionship w ith 
Christ. The promise that the kingdom of 
beco es a reality in this life. (Barclay, 113-14) 

2. utur Promise 
vs. 12a 

George Eliot in Middlemarch speaks of the 
exhilaration felt by those who know themselves guiltles 
be fore a condemning crowd. It i s the of 



which caused Paul and Silas to sing as they lay 
cha ined in pri son. (Sock man, 162) 

-- I 2:9 "But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things God hath prepared for them that love 
him" 

3 • erennia Promise 
--vs. 12b 
-- Note: This is a promise of being identified with God -'s 

choicest people--in the present and the future! 
-- To suffer persecution is the way to walk the 

same road as the prophets, and the saints, and the 
martyrs. To suffer for the right is to gain a share in 
a great succession. 
Note: George Bernard Shaw said the finest compliment 
the world can pay an author to burn his book s, thus 
showing the books dynamic and ex losiv 
as to be rrc- ~-,,,~ 

-- Note: 'Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight and the sin which does so easily beset us, 
and let us run w ith patience the race that is set before 
us; looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
fa ith; who for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 12:1-2) 

CHALMERS, A MISSIONARY, WARNED' "DON"T 
END US FELLOWS WHO TALK OF SELF-SACRIFICE. SEND US 
HOSE WHO TAKE DANGER AND DIFFICULTIES AS THE PEPPER 
ND OF LIFE. 

JOSEPH D. NOSHPITZ, M.D., REMINDS US "OUR 
INDS, OUR INTELLIGENCE, OUR EMOTIONS, OUR CHARAC

ERS GROW BY BEING FRUSTRATED. WE GROW .•. BY ENCOUN
TERING A DIFFICULTY, AND MASTERING • IT. WE GROW BY 
SOLVING PROBLEMS. 

SHORTLY BEFORE THE CHRISTMAS OF 1776 THE TIDE OF 
THE AMERICAN RNED. THE TATTERED CON-
TINENTAL ARMY WAS NEAR THE DELAWARE 
RIVER, ACROSS FROM THE ENGLISH-HELD CITY OF TRENTON. 
IT WAS HERE, USING A DRUMHEAD FOR HIS DESK, THAT 
THOMAS PAINE WROTE HIS IMMORTAL CHALLENGE: 



ARE THE TIMES THAT TRY MEN'S SOULS. THE 
SUMMER SOLDIER AND THE SUNSHINE PATRIOT WILL, IN 

THIS ,SHRINK FROM THE SERVICE OF THEIR 
COUNTRY: BUT HE STANDS IT NOW DESERVES THE 
LOVE AND THANKS OF MAN AND WOMAN. TYRANNY, LIKE 
HELL, IS NOT EASILY CONQUERED: YET WE HAVE THE 
CONSOLATION WITH US, THAT THE HARDER THE CONFLIC1 
THE MORE GLORIOUS T~ T M H ,t._'J1!4 ~ 

AND FOR THOSE WHO ENDURE; . UTION, 
THE MORE GLORIOUs'"1I'HE TRIUMPH 

THEY SHALL SHARE. " ••• FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM F 
HEAVEN! 
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