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WHEN THE FIRE FALLS 

Matthew 3: 11 

INTRO: TUESDAY, FEB. 3, 1970 DAWNED LIKE ANY OTHER WIN
TER DAY IN WILMORE, KY. A COLD WIND WHIPPED THROUGH 
THE TALL, BARREN TREES ON THE CAMPUS OF ASBURY COLLEGE. 
NO ONE COULD HAVE GUESSED THAT SOON THE FIRE OF GOD 
WOULD FALL ON THIS LITTLE SCHOOL AND THAT IT WOULD BE 
CAUGHT UP IN A DEMONSTRATION OF DIVINE LOVE THAT WOULD 
HAVE REPERCUSSIONS TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. 

AT 10 A.M. BEGAN. THE DEAN, WHO WAS SCHED
ULED TO SPEAK, DID NOT FEEL IMPRESSED TO SPEAK. RATHER 
HE FELT IMPRESSED TO HAVE THE STUDENTS SHARE WHAT EVER 
WAS ON THEIR HEARTS. THE DEAN BEGAN BY SHARING HIS OWN 
EXPERIENCE WITH GOD. 

QUICKLY A NUMBER OF STUDENTS STOOD IN VARIOUS AREAS 
OF THE AUDITORIUM AND SPOKE OPENLY, HONESTLY AND 
FERVENTLY ABOUT THEIR NEEDS AND FAILURES AND HOW GOD 
WAS WORKING IN THEIR LIVES. 

SEVERAL TO THE FRONT AND KNELT IN PRAYER AND 
THEN THE FIRE FELL! UNBELIEVABLE THING HAPPENED! 

CLASSES WEREE-ORGOTTEN. ACADEMIC WORK CAME TO A 
STANDSTILL . THE CAMPUS WAS INVADED BY ANOTHER POWER . 
G OD HAD T.fil<EN OVER! FOR MORE THAN 7 DAYS THE SERVICE 
CONTINUED WITH PEOPLE COMING AND GOING DAY AND 
THE CROWDS VARIED FROM LESS THAN 1 00TO AS MANY AS ~ 

. 
18 5 HOURS AFTER DEAN HAD SHARED HIS TESTIMONY 

AT THEIR WEEKLY CHAPEL SERVICE HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS, 
FACULTY MEMBERS AND PARENTS EMERGED FROM HUGHES 
AUDITORIUM C HANGED BEYOND THEIR WILDEST DREAMS! 

THEY HAD BEEN A PART OF THE MOST AMAZING CAMPUS 
REVOLUTION IN AMERICA! WERE NO PROTESTS, NO 
DEMANDS, NO VIOLENCE . BUT RATHER IT WAS AS THOUG H 
FIRE FELL FROM H@. MOVED QUIETLY AMONG 
THEM . AND THERE WERE CONFESSIONS OF SIN, TREMENDOUS 
OUTPOURINGS OF LOVE AND COUNTLESS NEW COMMITMENTS 

TO CHRIST. 
THE FIRE THAT FELL AT ASBURY IS THE SAME FIRE THAT 

FELL ON ALTAR, ISAIAH 1 S LIPS AND DISCIPLES AT 
PENTECOST. THIS FIRE IS THE EXCITING UNDENIABLE 



AMONG THIS PEOPLE. IT CAN FALL ON 
YOU AND ME IT CAN TRANSFORM US FROM INEFFECT
IVE I POWERLESS I JOYLESS CHRISTIANS INTO RADIANT I HAPPY, 
EFFECTIVE CHILDREN OF GOD . cf ]"1lt /ttJ1;, 

WHEN THE FIRE FALLS 

I. THERE IS LIGHT 
You can't deny resence of fire-- it i s its very 

nature to radiate light, call attention to itself and illuminate 
all that is about it. .. 
1. That Reveals The Person We Are 

--John 3:19-21 "And thi s is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world , and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because t heir deeds were evil. For e very 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither comet h to 
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he 
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deed s may 
be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 11 

- - ILLUS: Many students and faculty members at S. W. B.T. 
had been p ying for revival s ince 1967. When news 
reached their campus of the Asbury revival Roy Fish , 
prof . of evangelism and President Naylor invited some 
students from Asbury t o visit S. W. and share what God 
had done at Asbury. Three arrived and were introduced 
Monday , March 16, 1970to 175-200 students who 
gathered on Monday (a non-class day) in Scarborough 
Chapel. 

Simplicity, humility and careful crediting of God 
what they had experienced characterized the men and 
their reports. When they finished they sat down 
a word of direction or invitation. They just waited! 
Dr. Jack Gra , rofessor of missions, says "In a few 
minutes a young reacher arose and , with measured 
deliberation, began to share the deep needs of hi s heart 
then another , and another--preachers , wives , ministers 
of education--confessions of s i n, painful and humiliatin< 
pleas for forgiveness, earnest calls for help in prayer. 

v,!1 The Spirit of God took the witness of each one and seem 
ed to turn it into a search light revealing to all of us ouJ 
innermost selves. God had come! He was declaring 

His presence and demanding an audience with each of 



us. At times, even though we were in the crowd, we felt 
ourselves closeted Him, and we experienced 
both the honor and the hurt of His private dealings 
with us . 

2. That Results In The Confess ion of Sin 
-- Isaiah 6: fijJREAD) 
-- ILLUS: Dr. Gray continues his account of first 

Monday evening meeting at S. W. "A young man, due 
to graduate in less than two months came to the pulpit 
stand; agony had d i storted his countenance. He poured 
out his confession of a habit of dishonesty in his 
begun in college and brought to the seminary. 'This i s 
eating me up!' he sobbed. ' I've got to get rid of it
pray for me . ' He sank to his knees right there and 
cla imed the cleans ing of the Lord. He arose in a few 

having experienced great release and liberation. 
was so mightily present we could all but touch Him . 

It was awesome. We knew what we were seeing, hearin 
and thinking was not the product of our imaginations. 
We were meeting God in all His majesty! 11 

II. THERE BURNING (Purging} 
--NOTE: Fire bums , it consumes, but that is not necessarily 

destructive. In Hebrews 12:29 God is spoken of as " a 
consuming fire 11 • 

1. Which Proves The Stuff of Which Our Lives Are Made 
-- I Cor. 3:11-15 (READ) 
-- .6.I?.£1y: What is the stuff of which you're building your 

life? Will it abide? Can it endure? Is it only for 
thi s life and even then only for a little time? .... 

2. Which Refines and Purifies (purges) /Ip 
-- Isaiah. 6:6-7 (READ) 
-- NOTE: David Darr, in San Antonio purging impurities 

from gold with fi re ... 

I 
- - ILL US: Howard Hanke , a participant in the Asbury 

relates "Those who had come to the altar--after a time 
of prayer--rose, joining those on the platform and with 
tears made confessions. These acknowledgments ranged 
from cheating and theft to having animosity, prejudice 
and jealousy. Some made their way to individuals in the 
congregation to ask forg iveness and to make restitution. 
Old enmities were melted with the fervent love of God. 



these encounters 0£ reconciliation resulted 
in experiences of joy and gladness. Some shook hands 
while others embraced. fte . having obtained a new 
relationship with God, students would raise their 
fingers in the peace Symbol, a V for victory sign. 

III . THERE IS NEWS 
--NOTE: A fire always makes the news. No one has to write 

up story and take it to the paper. The news media seeks 
out the fire. By word of mouth the whole community soon 
learns of the fire. 

-- Acts 2:2-4 (READ) 
- -Apply: They had something to share and they could not 

restrain themselves from sharing it! 
- ILLUS: One veteran newscaster covering the revival at 
Asbury told his television audience , "This could be the 
start of something big!" Another reporter asked the 
how the revival began. He answered , "It is just as though 
Jesus walked in and He has been here ever since." 

- -NOTE: When the fire falls, you don't have to rod people 
to witness , they can't keep from witnessing! (i.e. Cleopas 
and friend) 

- -LUKE 24:32-35 "And they said one to another, Did not our 
heart bum within us while he talked with us by the way, 
and while he opened to us the scriptures? they rose up 
the same hour and returned to Jerusalem and found the 
gathered together and them that were with them, saying, 
Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And they 
told what things were done in the way, and how he was 
of them in breaking( of bread. 

~ -ILLUS: The northern portion of Pennsylvania was known in 
the early 1800's as "the lumber region". Here a vast 
number of scattered households dwelt in almost heathen 
darkness. A great awakening took place ·n Philadelphia, 
under Finney' s ministry and some of the lumbermen , coming 
down to the c ity with their wood , heard the message and 
carried a spark from the fire back to the great forests. There 
it caught and spread in an astonishing manner. In a 
region where there was not a single minister settled , spoo 
were converted in a very short time." 



THERE .ARE PEOPLE 
--NOTE: Have you ever seen a fire that did not attract a 

No matter what time of day or night a crowd will 
always gather to see a fire! And when the fire of God 
falls you don't have to worry about a crowd--they are 
attracted to His presence like curious people to a fire. 

--Acts 2:6-8 (READ) 
-NOTE: During the 185 hour Revival at people 

came as far away as Ohio, Island and New Jersey. 
Even at 2: 3 0 a . m. there would be 3 0 0 people in the Chap el 
praying. With standing room only the crowds surged to 
more than l, 600 ! 

--ILL US: George Whitefield, a young English preacher in 
1739 wanted to preach in the open air to the common and 
ordinary man. His idea was condemned as a fanati ca.l 
notion. Church doors were closed to him. The of 
Bristol even refused to allow Whitefield to preach to the 
prisoners . But he would not be silenced. 
"Near Bristol was wild region known as a 
miners' country,- without a church, inhabited by a rough 
and lawless people. Driven from Bristol, Whitefield went 
out to this neglected spot. On Saturday afternoon, Feb. 
17, 1739, he took his stand on a little green hill and began 
to preach the Gospel. In amazement some 200 gathered 
about him. Such a sight had never been seen. A minister, 
a minister in gown and bands , preaching on a hillside! As 
he continued, day after day, his audience soon grew to 
twenty thousand , who pressed upon him eagerly to hear the 
Word of Life. They filled the hedges. They climbed the 
trees . . The strong, clear voice of the young man, eloquent 
with the very love of God, reached to the utmost bounds of 
the great assembly. Then Whitefield saw a moving sight. 

He saw white channels forming in the black faces of the 
miners. The whole multitude was drenched in penitential 
tears. Ere he ended b ck faced were washed white and 
black hearts, too ! He at once wrote to Wesley in London: 
'Come, the fire is kindled in the country'." 

V. THERE . IS RESPONSE 
--NOTE: fire always brings a response. It may be joy, it 

may be sorrow. It may be warmth, may be fright. But 

there is always a. response to fire. 



When God visited his on Pentecost not only 
were their lives changed but also the lives of thousands 
of others who heard their testimony . / .l .J" • 

1 . Conv:iction 
-- Acts 2:37 (READ) 
-- ILLUS: John Tauler was great German pulpiteer 

during the first half of the 1300's. He was an eloquen 
preacher and eople would travel miles to hear him. 
While preaching one of his great masterpieces a little 
old man listened intently. At the close of the service 
the people prai sed the beauty and the style of Tauler' s 
sermon, but the little old man made his way up to 
Tauler and said, "Young man, you don't really know 
Jesus, do you?" This cut deeply into Tauler' s heart. 
The old man had seen straight thru his sermon to 
his own heart's need. 

John Tauler went into seclusion for two years prayin1 
and refusing to preach. Then he opened his life to 
Christ and accepted Him fully as Saviour • . When he 
preached his first sermon after the fire fell in his 
own life, he preached with such power that at t he 
close of his sermon, 40 men were lying on the floor , 
so great was the conviction for the ir s ins! 

2. Conversion 
-- Acts 2 :41 (READ) 
-- NOTE: This is always a natural response when lost 

people observe the lives and hear the testimonies of 
transformed Spirit-filled Christians! They are attracte 
to a Saviour who can bring about such changes in the 
lives of others •.. 

3. Joy 
-- Acts 2:46-47 (READ) 
-- tells of sheer joy hat 

\nooded hundreds of live during the Asbury re vival. 
tells one senior rebel who shocked the audience 

by confessing "I'm not believing that standing 
here telling you what God has done for me. I've 
wasted my time in college up to now, but Christ has 
met me and I'm different. Last night the Holy Spirit 
flooded in and filled my life . Now, for the first time 
ever, I am excited about being a Christian! I would-

n't want to go back the emptiness of yesterday for 
anything." 



CON: In concluding his account of~ visitation of 
God at Howard Hanke states, "The lights in Hughes 
Auditorium still have not been turned out. Even now, mortths 
later , a few people gather each evening to pray, witness and 
rejoice together. Often these meetings la st into the midnight 
hours, with visitors not infrequently being helped on to Gt>d. 
Also during most hours of the day someone may still be seen 
entering the chapel. They kneel to pray for a few minutes, 
then leave. Others just s it and stare at the altar so rife with 
precious memories. Of one looks closely, tears may be seen 
coursing down their cheeks. 

Perhaps those tears express more eJoquently than 
what has happened. There is no human vocabulary that can 

the full dimension of one divine moment. In some 
ways, it seems almost like a dream--yet it happened. We 
sa it with eyes. In a way impossible to describe, 
was in our midst. Those of us who were there can never look 
upon the things of this world quite the same.'' 

The fire fe 11 at As bury! 0 God, let that fire fall on us , 
I pray! 



WHEN THE FIRE FALLS 

USED: FBC, San Angelo, Tex. , 3-23-75, A.M. /G;/l. e-l/t1.,,' //uf('IN1.1, 
' 

I 

I 

:l 


