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CHURCHES NEED THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 

Intro: (Cecil Ray) Cooperation is not a Southern Baptist 
invention, but it certainly is one of our 
trademarks. Our denomination has grown into a ~ 
church group in the nation and the world primarily 
as a result of our missionary motivation and our 
willingness to adopt cooperation-in-missions as 
our lifestyle. Some have even suggested 
that the Convention's name should be changed to 
"Convention of Cooperating Baptists." 

This spirit of cooperation gave birth to the 
Cooperative Program which in turn has made 
Southern Baptists the largest mission sending 
organization in the world! And the mission 
programs it has made possible at home has made 
Southern Baptists the most integrated denomi
nation in America! 

While other Christian groups are floundering and 
providing minimal support for foreign and home 
missions, Southern Baptists continue to march 
militantly forward as a "mighty army of God." 

After 39 years in the ministry with 37 of those 
being in the pastorate and 2 in denominational 
evangelism I am convinced today more than ever 
before that Churches Need The Cooperative Pro
gram. 

Churches Need The Cooperative Program 
In Order To: 

I. OBEY THE GREAT COMMISSION 

--Matt. 28: 19-20 "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:" 

--Note: I love being a pastor, and I love participating 
in the worldwide expansion of the kingdom of 
of God as pastor in a local church. Though 
I may not be as ambitious as John Wesley who 
said, "The world is my concern." I am bothered 
that children are hungry, that families dis
intergrate, and that people are lost without 
Christ in places other than where I live. I do 
care about the gospel being _preached and accepted 
in Bucharest, Rumania or R10, Brazil, just as I 
care about the gospel being preached and accepted 
in San Angelo, Texas. 
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BUT there is no possible way I can obey the 
great commission apart from the Coo_perative 
Program. To lead my church to give its mission 
dollars through any other avenue is to fall 
grossly short of fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 

Mark 16:15 "Go ye therefore into ALL THE WORLD 
Notice that Jesus said, "ALL THE WORLD" not 
"Part of the world," or "only that portion of 
the world which one church can afford to 
support." 

I would feel that I were doing less than God's 
will if I led my church to support any other 
mission cause than the Cooperative Program for 
the simple reason that NO OTHER mission 
program encompasses so much of the world as 
does the Cooperative Program ... 

Missions is the blessed privile~e and awesome 
responsibility that God us to participate 
with Him in His redemptive mission. His mis
sion will be successful with or without us. 
The day will come when His kingdom will come on 
earth as it is in heaven. The day will come 
when His knowledge will cover the earth like 
waters that cover the sea. 

In sovereign grace and divine wisdom, God has 
chosen to allow us to participate with Him. 
He commits to us "the word of reconciliation" 
and "the ministry of reconciliation." We are 
allowed to be His'ambassadors''in the world. 

But we have no othe tool that allows us to 
more literally obey the Great Commission than 
the Cooperative Program. 

--Illus: FS "I have tried to manage God's money and 
have wound up being misled and thus wasted 
His money. From now on I am giving all of 
God's money He entrusts to me to the church 
and will trust the church to be the good 
stewards God wants it to be. APPLY to 
churches and the Cooperative Program ... 

I would hate to think that I would come to 
the end of my ministry and had lived a life
time without obeying and fulfilling the 
Great Commission. 
And this, my friend, is exactly what scores 
of pastors and churches are doing. 



Churches Need The Cooperative Program In 

Order To OBEY TIIE GREAT COMMISSION! 

II. DEMONSTRATE TIIE SPIRIT OF CHRIST 

--~: The early church had captured the spirit of 
Christ. Five times m the first five 
chapters of Acts we read that the church 
was "In one accord." This was why only 
,W.could witness and yet 3,000 souls 
were saved. This is why a haof1t»l 0f 
Christians could witness in Thess. and yet 
the enemies of Christ accused them of 
"turning the world upside down!" This 
is why others took oarc 0£ rbero tbat they 
"had been with Jesus!" ... 

-What kind of church do I want my church to be? As a 
pastor I have struggled with personal and 
congregational identity. What kind of church 
do I want to lead? What kind of church do I 
want my leadership to produce? Who is the 
successful pastor? What is a succesful church? 
These questions have far more to do with u -

ose and character than they do with s le or 
.stansncs. p v). p I r • DE EP£l? 

In addition to this, The model of the "super
church" is held up by many as the successful 
church. Superchurch is the multistaffed or 
multiprogrammed church wbose budget and pro
gramming reflects a commitment to the build
ing of the church as an institution. "Bigger 
is better," and the cqterion for success is 

DA}( l4s-f.AL --~> usually measurable. ·increasingly the super-
- - church transcends the work of one local con

gregation and assumes responsibilities for
merly thou~t to be the prerogative of the 
denominanon. '' 

Tlie ability to cooperate with other churches 
in 1Y'i'fi5 s this demonstrates the spirit of 
Christ. ro,,,s 

--John 17:21 (Christ's prayer for His church) 'That . 
they all may be ONE; as thou, Father, art m 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be ONE 
in us: that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me." 
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About one year ago this summer, a young 
pastor of an "independent" Baptist Church 
and his family joined our church. He said, 
"I saw a book on a Realtor's desk that 
really caught my eye. The tithe was, 
Cooperation; The Baptist Way to a Lost 
World." He then said, Right then I knew that 
was for me. There had to be a better way 
I had found. Now, a year later, he is con
vinced that he has found it in the coopera
tive lifestyle of Southern Baptist and the 
Cooperative Program both of which DEMON
STATES TIIE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. 

III. KEEP TIIEIR PRIORITIES IN LINE 

-Acts 1:8b "And ye shall be WITNESSES unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaraia and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth." 

--Matt. 4:19 "Follow me, and I will make you FISHERS 
OF MEN." 

-Luke 14:23 "Go out into the highways and hedges, 
compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled." 

-~: Christ is saying, "Keep your priorities in ~ Hotol' S& ~ Mlft ~Fl 
line. Remember to make the main thing the "r .J.J... ,J,, ~~.-£.-__·~., 
main thing! ~ ~r-· -- · 

-~: We are not doing scripture injustice when we 
apply to the church the words of Christ: 
-Matt. 6:33 "Seek ye FIRST the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness; and all these 
things will be added unto you." ~ 

-.Jllil.s.i FBC's involvement in "Missions to Brazil" and J...,,q,.,.des ~ . ~ 
the subsequent blessing ($300,000/1,600,000) 

-.N.Qm; The local church is an a~ent of the king
dom of God; therefore, 1ts identity is tied 
to the extension of that kingdom. The king
dom of God is a worldwide kingdom that breaks 
down all human barriers. 

The time has come for pastors to ask the 
sobering question, "Am I a kingdom person?" 
The time has come for us to face the issue. 
"Are we really committed to the kingdom? Are 
we more committed to the kingdom than we are 
to personal interests? There's nothing wrong 
with a pastor's quest for excellence, aggres-
sive leadership, or the use of promotional 
skills, but all this must be subordinated to 
a consuming concern for the kingdom. 

Every church and every pastor must answer 
the question: "Am I interested in building 
my own kingdom or am I interested in build
ing the Kingdom of God? You have only one 
lifetime to live and there is not enough 
time or resources to build both. 



WE NEED TO HEAR PAUL'S WORDS: 
-I Cor. 3:10 & 12 "But let every man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon ... whether it 
be gold, silver, precious stones or wood, 
hay, and stubble." 

The matter of congregational identity is one 
of focus and priority. Surely no one would 
deny the importance of multifaceted minis
tries, televised worshiJ?, deeper Christian 
experience, congregattonal growth, and social 
involvement. But when any one of these ( or 
any combination of these) takes a priority 
over extension of the kingdom, the identity 
of a church becomes confused. 

CON: Sometimes church membeI"S may iet the idea that with nearly 37,000 
Southern Baptist churches, the amount given by their church through the 
Cooperative program is not really important. Nothing could be further from the 
truth! It takes all of our churches to accomplish the tremendous mission which the 
Lord has placed in our hands. The Cooperative Program needs your church. 

,V\'\VCh 
But in a~ truer sense, Your church needs the Cooperative 
Program in order to: · 

I. OBEY THE GREAT COMMISSION 

II. DEMONSTRATE THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST 

III. KEEP ITS PRIORITIES IN LINE 

~ 



A short course every church member should take. Pastors, too! I by Louise Barbour 

How Southern Baptists Work Together 
ITT HE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION Congregationalists who had sent them 

ff ( grew from the command of Jesus out. 
Christ: "Go ye into all the world, and Since they could not survive on the 
preach the gospel to every creature" missions fie ld without support, and since 
(Mark 16: 15). Missions was the cause Baptists were not organized to support 
around which Baptists organized, and missionaries, Luther Rice agreed to return 
missions remains the heart of Southern home to develop a support system among 
Baptist efforts. Ba ptists. The J udsons made their way to 

The modern missions movement began Burma to begin missions work. 
in 1792 when English Baptists organized Rice's efforts resulted in the formation 
to send Will iam Ca rey to India. Interest of the Genera l Missionary Convention of 
in his work spread to the United States. the Ba ptist Denomination in the United 
where mission societies formed for the States fo r Foreign Missions. It was called 
purpose of supporting missions oversea,s the Triennial Convent ion because it met 
and doing missions closer to home. every three years. 

In 18 12, a group of young people were The constitution of this new bod y 
commissio ned as missionaries and sent to stated that its purpose was to orga nize "a 
India by the Cangrega•iona lists, Among plan fo r elici ting, combining, and 
this fi rst group of missionaries from the di recting the energies of the whole 
United States were Adoniram and Ann denomination in one sacred effort, for 
Judson and Luther Rice. Shortly after sending the glad tid ings of Salvation to 
their arrival in India and after much the Heathen, and to nations destitu te of 
study, these three reached the conclusion pure Gospel light." 
that the Baptist belief in baptism only for In t 1820s, first sta te Baptist 
believers was the correct posi tion . They convent1 s ere formed in South 
were baptized by the English Baptist Carol i~ eorgia , Virginia, and 
missionaries and broke their ties wi th the Alabdma. 

By 1845, the Triennial Convent ion had 

What happened in the past 
to make it possible 

for Missionary Mike Glenn 
to baptize a young 

Venezuelan girl in the 
Caribbean Ocean? W~at is 

happening today that makes 
it possible for millions 

of Southern Baptists 
and thousands of churches 

to reach out for Christ 
in their communities, 

associations, state 
conventions, the United 

States, and around the 
world? It is an amazing 

story that needs to be 
told again and again. 

FMB PHOTO: Joanna Pinneo 
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Missions and the SBC is training 
module produced by Woman's 
Missionary Union, SBC. It's 
purpose is to remind Southern 
Baptists of their missions 
heritage and to explain how 
Southern Baptists work together. 
It may be used by pastors or 
teachers to inform and train 
church members. The material 
can be presented in a one-hour 
class session, or can be 
expanded or condensed to fit 
other time frames. 

The module contains a 48-
page booklet of information and 
teaching tools. (The information 
in the accompanying article is 
from the booklet.) Teaching tools 
include a map of state Baptist 
conventions, Cooperative 
Program charts, SBC Trivia 
cards, time line cards, a glossary 
of Southern Baptist terms, a 
"Guide for Attending a Meeting 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention," and "45 Facts and 
Firsts about Southern Baptists." 
Any of the contents may be 
copied for class use or for 
distribution. 

The booklet may be purchased 
alone or with additional 
resources assembled in a vinyl 
binder. In the binder are three 
17-by-22-inch posters, two 
publicity posters, several 
overhead transparencies. A copy 
of the SBC constitution and 
bylaws, The Baptist Heritage 
Series, and a variety of other 
leaflets from SBC agencies. 

The booklet is $5, the 
complete module is $20. Both 
may be ordered from: 

Training Design Group 
Woman 's Missionary Union 
P.O. Box C-10 
Birmingham, AL 35283-0010 

Louise Barbour is media designer, Woman s 
Missionary Union, Birmingham, Alabama. 
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decided that slaveholders could not 
sent as foreign missionaries. That issue 
and other tensions between northern and 
southern Baptists prompted Baptists in 
the South to meet in Augusta, Georgia, 
on May 8, 1845, to form the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Its constitution 
repeated the statement in the earlier 
constitution that its purpose was for 
"eliciting, combining, and directing the 
energies of the whole denomination in 
one sacred effort, for the propagation of 
the Gospel." 

The new convention established both a 
Foreign Mission Board and a Board of 
Domestic Mis:J (later called the Home 
Mission Board). 

- ~ Tu f~t 
s oopera e 

,H:') TThe Southern Baptist denomination is 
,\'f' r'/more than the Southern Baptist 

Convention. It includes all aspects of 
Southern Baptist life. It is made up of 
more than 36,000 churches, more than 
1,200 associations, 37 state Baptist 
convention~ and over f!i million 
members. 

Southern Baptists have developed a 
unique system of working together. 
Instead of coercive rules and hierarchical 
relationships, Southern Baptists are held 
together by voluntary cooperation. 

T 
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coordinated family of ministries with 
worldwide scor;.J 
THE ASSOCIATION 

The association is a doctrinally based 
fellowship; conventions usually arc not. 
Associations differ in regard to the 
particular doctrinal issues that are 
important to their fellowship and in 
regard to the amount of diversity 
encouraged or tolerated on those issues. 

A church wanting to join an 
association may apply for membership by 
making a statement of its faith and 
practices, and by cooperating with what 
the association is doing. The association 
may take the church under "watchcare" 
for a specified time, at the end of which 
it may be voted into membership. An 
association, made up of messengers from 
local churches, has no authority over its 
member churches but provides ways for 
churches to work together "on mission." 

THE STATE CONVENTION 

State conventions provide a way for 
churches to cooperate on a larger scale 
than the association. Joining their 
resources, churches can operate colleges, 
universities, hospitals, children's homes, 
homes for the aging, newspapers, 
conference centers. They can also do a 
variety of evangelistic, educational, and 
benevolent work. 

In 1986 there were 37 state 
conventions. The first convention was 
organized in 1821 in South Carolina. The 
newest is Wyoming, which began in 1984. 
Most state conventions bear the name of 
the state where they are located. Several 
cross state lines, such as Utah-Idaho, 
Kansas-Nebraska, New England. 

Annual meetings of state conventions 
are attended by messengers from local 
churches. Messengers hear reports, adopt 
budgets, elect leaders, and determine 
policies. 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
The Southern Baptist Convention is a 

national body in which Southern Baptists 
work together. Theological education, 
production of literature for use in all the 
churches, and home and foreign missions 
are some of the areas which need 
national cooperation. 

The Southern Baptist Convention is 
made up of messengers from local 
churches who meet once a year to hear 
reports from convention agencies, adopt a 
budget, elect officers, and develop 
policies. 

Between annual sessions, Convention 
agencies carry out the assignments given 
to each by the Convention. Each agency 
is guided by trustees who are elected by 
the Convention. 

Puzzled About 
How YOU Can 

Help Make 
Christ Known? 
To find out. watch the 
Foreign Missions 
Teleconrerence Nov. 22. 

• Missionaries Ron Hunt. Clayton 
Bond. Wilson Donehoo and Wade 
Akins making Christ known on 
their mission fields. 
• "Missionary kid" Becky Ables 
sharing how she makes Christ 
known on her campus. 
• Retired missionary William David
son doing his part to undergird 
missions work through daily 
prayer for missionaries 
• Southern Baptist missions lead
ers making themselves available 
to answer your questions about 
missions 

Tune in from noon- 1:30 p.m. (CT) 
on the ACTS or BTN Networks. 
(Spacenet I. Channel 21. signal 
not scrambled) 

for more details. write 
Communications Group. WMU. 
SIK. P.O. Box C- JO. 
BirminQham. AL. 35283-0010. 

How THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST 

CONVENTION WORKS 
The missions mandate which caused 

Baptists to organize in the 1800s has not 
changed. The basic purpose of the 
Convention as a plan "for eliciting, 
combining, and directing" the 
denomination for spreading the gospel 
has not changed. But Baptist structure 
and organization has changed. 

M ESSENGERS 
An important part of Southern Baptist 

polity is the messenger system . 
. Associations, state conventions, and the 

Southern Baptist Convention are each 
made up of messengers from local 




