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OUR MISSIONARY HERITAGE 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 28:19-20 

INTRO: MISSIONS AND FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ARE INSEP
ARABLE. INDEED THEY ARE SYNONOMOUS . THIS CHURCH IS 
BOTH THE RESULT OF MISSIONS AND A RESERVOIR FOR 
MISSIONS. 

FROM ITS BIRTH ON JULY 28, 1883 UNTIL TODAY MIS
SIONS HAS BEEN THE HEARTBEAT OF THIS CHURCH. 

YET THE ROOTS OF OUR MISSIONARY HERITAGE REACH 
FURTHER BACK THAN 100 YEARS. THOSE ROOTS EXTEND 
BACK TO 1845 WHEN THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION WAS 
ORGANIZED, BACK TO 1814 WHEN THE TRIENNIAL CONVENTION 
WAS BORN, BACK TO ENGLAND AND WILBORN CAREY IN 1792, 
BACK TO THE EUROPEAN BAPTISTS, BACK TO THE MISSIONARY 
WORK OF PAUL, AND, YES, BACK TO THE GREAT COMMISSION 1 

JESUS CHRIST GAVE THIS CHURCH AS RECORDED IN MATTHEW 
28:19-20. 

I. THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR OUR MISSIONARY HERITAGE 
--Matthew 28:19-20 (Read) 

1. The Theme of the Bible 
·-NOTE: Missions is the central theme of the Bible. 
It proclaims a personal God of love and mercy who has 
made provision for the salvation of the fallen human 
race and indicates that all who know him are respon
sible for giving his message of salvation to all 
peoples. 

The Bible, furthermore, pictures man, whom God 
made in his own image, thus being free and able to 
choose, as fallen and ruined because of his rebel
lion against God (Rom. 3:10-20; 5:12). But the Lord, 
who is perfect in wisdom, provided the plan of salva
tion whereby the sinner could be saved (Rom. 5:6-21). 
Since that first resurrection morning the story has 
ever been: "Corne, see"--"Go, tell" (Matt. 28:6-7). 

The Bible is also a record of God's patient reve
lation of himself and his salvation to individuals 
and nations in order to save them and use them in 
bearing his message to other members of the human 
face (Gal. 3:3-8). 

2. The Ministry of Christ 
·-NOTE: Christ called the twelve (Mark 3:14) and 
sent them out (Luke (. He commissioned the 70 
(Luke 10). He told Andrew and Peter that he would 



1 make them fishers of men (Mark 1:16-17), and later he 
used the example of the draught of fishes to empha
size his meaning (Luke 5:5-10). 

Jesus taught by his parables that the kingdom was 
to spread from one believer to another (Matt. 13:33; 
22:1-13). He used figures of speech such as "ye are 
the light of the world" (Matt. 5:13-16) to emphasize 
the responsibility for missions. 

Finally, Jesus explicitly commanded his disciples 
to take his message into all the world. He implied 
no alternative and left the full responsibility 
squarely upon the individual disciple and upon the 
body of believers. We find the early disciples fol
lowing these instructions and taking up their task in 
earnest. Especially did Paul feel his responsibility 
for the propagation of the gospel (I Cor. 9:16-17, 
27; II Cor. 5:19-20). We also find the early churche 
fulfilling their obligation to preach (Phil. 1:5; 
I Thess. 1:7-8. 

--NOTE: The New Testament shows that Jesus came to 
save the Gentiles as well as the Jews. He saved the 
woman of Sychar and her fellow townsmen (John 4 ). He 
r e joice d over the faith of the Syrophenician woman 
(Mark 7:26) and the centurion (Matt. 8:8). He minis
tered to the Pereans (John 10:39-42). Jesus said he 
was the Good Shepherd (of the fold of Israel), and 
that he had other sheep (the Gentiles) who were not 
of Israel whom he must bring into the one fold (the 
church)--John 10:11-16. HIS OUTLOOK WAS WORLDWIDE. 
He said, "Go.d so loved the world" (John 3:16); again, 
"The field is the world.'.: (Matt. 13:38). "For this 
cause came I into the world. that I should bear wit
ness unto the truth" (John 18: 37); and again, "For 
the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost" (Luke 19:10). The writers of the Epistles 
unders t ood Christ's commission to mean that the mes
sage was for all peoples. 

---APPLY: As a people of the Book, we as Baptists 
know that our acceptance of the Bible as our sole 
authority leaves us no choice but to be missionary. 
For the Bible and missions are inseparable! 

II. THE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF OUR MISSIONARY 
HERITAGE 

--II. Timothy l:5-8a .(end with "testimony of our 
Lord") 
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--NOTE: Just as Timothy had a great missionary her i 
tage in his grandmother, Lois, and his mother Eun ice , 
so we have a great missionary heritage in our Baptist 
forefathers. 

1. Baptists in England 
--NOTE: William Carey is rightly known as the founder 
of the modern missionary effort because (1) the Bap
tist Missionary Society was the first with the avowed 
purpose of carrying the gospel to the whold world, 
(2) its organization stimulated the formation of mi s
sion agencies throughout the Protestant world, and 
(3) it established the means of support and conduct 
of missionary work that has largely prevailed to t he 
present. The Baptist society was organized in 1792; 
the London Missionary Society (interdominational) in 
1795; and the Church Missionary Society (Anglican) 
in 1799. 

2. Baptists in Early America 
__,.,,...,,.....-:=--
-NOTE: In the United States the first society was 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis
sions (1810), resulting from the famous Haystack 
Prayer Meeting on the campus of Williams College, led 
by Samuel John Mills. When two of the American 
Board's first missionaries, Adoniram Judson and 
Luther Rice, became Baptists, this occurrence led t o 
the formation in 1814 of the General Missionary Con-
ention of the Baptist Denomination in the United 
tates for Foreign Missions (Triennial Convention). 

The "Triennial Convention" which was the irst 
S8neral Baptist convention, was organized solely for 
missionary purposes. It was not formed to keep 
everyone in line doctrinally, but to give Baptists an 
avenue through which to carry out the Great Commis- ~ 
sion. (This is a truth many need to be reminded of 
today ... ) 

T: u er 
March 25, 1783, 
foreign missions. He joined a Congregationali st 
church March 14, 1802, entered Leicester Academy , 
1804, and Williams College as a sophomore in October 
1807. There he joined a society of inquiry o n for
eign missions. 

Earlier, in 1707, the first association, the Phil
adelphia Baptist Association, was organized, and it 
was soon followed by others. In 1770 Morgan Edward s 
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a prominent Baptist, suggested a plan for national 
organizatio n ; in 1776, Virginia Baptists called for 
a ''continental association," and in 1 799 the Phila
delphia As socia tion urged a national meeting. 

It r emained, however, for an emergency in the 
g r owing f oreign mission enterprise of American 
Christiani ty to provide the occasion for such a n o r 
ganiza t i o n . In February, 1812, Luther Rice (q.v.) 
(1783 - 183 6 ) and Adoniram Hudson (q.v.) (1788-1850) 
were sen t out to India by the "American Board of 
Commis sioners for Foreign Missions," a Congregationa l 
body. En route they became convinced of the authen
ticity of believers' immersion as held by Baptists 
and , having embraced it, felt compelled to resign as 
Congreg a tiona l missionaries. Since they were left 
without financial support, they decided that Judson 
should remain in India, while Rice should return to 
America to r ally the Baptists to Judson's support. 
Rice made extensive tours and labored valiantly, and 
i t was largely due to his efforts that the meeting 
out of which grew the first national Baptist organi
zation was convened. 

He determined to make a journey to acquaint the 
Baptists with their mission opportunities. His first 
t ravels took him from Boston through New York, Phila
delphia, Bal t imore, Washington, Richmond, Charleston , 
a nd Savannah. Riding in the stage between Richmond 
a nd Petersburg, he conceived the plan of a general 
mission society made up of repre sentatives from 
smaller b odies. Thus, in Philadelphia on May 18, 
1 814, was formed the~'General Convention of the Bap
t ist Denomination in the United States for Foreign •. 
Missions ~ popularly called the ~Triennial Convention. 

Urge y Rice, in e new conv e Ation opened 
Columbian College in Washington. He changed the 
s cattered Baptist churches into a Baptist denomina
t ion, united by the common cause of missions ! 

--NOTE: The work progressed so well that by 1838 the 
c onvention had employed 98 missionaries and had 38 
a ctive native churches. It continued to prosper unti 
g rowing tensions between North and South resulted i n 
t he organization of the Southern Baptist Convention 
in 1845. In the same year the Triennial Convention 
changed its name to the American Baptist Missionary 
Union, which i n 1910 became the American Baptist 
Fo r e i g n Mission Society. 
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3. Southern Baptist Convention 
-NOTE: The Southern Baptist Convention met for organ
ization May 8-12, 1845, in Augusta, Ga., pursuant to 
call by the board of managers of the Virginia Foreign 
Mission Society. "The formation of the Southern Bap
tist Convention," says William Wright Barnes in his 
History of the Southern Baptist Convent i on, ,rgrew out 
of the division in the Home Mission Society and in 
the General Convention ... over the question of slav
ery." But, though fully conceding the basic correct
ness of Barnes's statement, we must recognize there 
were other issues as great. William Owen Carver , one 
of the great Baptist historians and long-time profes
sor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, once 
stated that "the Baptist denomination was a direct 
product of the missionary interest. 

This missionary interest resulted not only in a 
rapidly growing Foreign Missions work but also in 
growth in its own church membership. 

In 1845 when Northern Baptists and Southern Bap
tists organized separate conventions, each had 1.5 
mission members. Today NorthernBaptists (now 
"American Baptists") have 1.5 million and Southern 
Baptists have 14+ million in all 50 states. 

I II . THE CONTEMPORARY EXPRESSION OF OUR MISSIONARY i 

HERITAGE 
--Acts l:8b "And ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth." 
-NOTE: We have not forgotten this command of our 
Lord. All about us, in scores of ways our missionary 
heritage finds expression. 
1. Denominationally 

(1) Foreign Mission Board (SBC) 
-NOTE: Dr. Keith Parks, President of the F.M.B., re
ported at the S.B.C. in K.C. this past month, 
"Southern Baptist foreign missions for 1983 is highly 
encouraging, reflecting probably the best year of ad
vance since the beginning of Bold Mission Thrust. 

The brightest spot in the statistical report is :1 
the sharp upturn in new churches and chapels. For 
the first time in the eight years of Bold Mission 
Thrust, the percentage of increase was higher than 
the level needed for the projected tenfold growth in 
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churches by A.D. 2000. Baptis1'1s at 146,149 reached a 
new high (amounting to one baptism for every 12 mem
bers). 

The countries served by Southern Baptist mission
aries increased from 96 to 102. In number of coun
tries added, this was the best year since 1977. 
southern Baptist foreign missionaries totaled 3,346 
at the end of the year, a net gain of 4 percent--the 
largest increase in both numbers and percentage since 
1978, and the second largest since 1969. 

Alongside the continuing central emphasis on ca
reer missionaries, the year saw more than 4,700 per
sons in volunteer projects overseas. Such involve
ment is up almost 300 percent since the beginning of 
Bold Mission Thrust. They went to 97 different 
countries (about a third of them now having no formal 
Southern Baptist missionary presence)." 

(2) Horne Mission Board (SBC) 
--NOTE: This year the Horne Mission Board is sending 
more than 3,800 missions personnel and 40,000 volun
teers to all 50 states to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Since the Missi-0-B-B~r--v-i~p began
.a few yea~s ago, over 1,100 persons uv~ been appoin-
ted- to date. Currently, 600 are in service. Board 

1 personnel are consulting with Cfl-el.~ne ::£,e±-3:" -
~~--b'-...,.,ssi :in ·-r:i..i:Ae ·..n- n, ~~ ,u,e f.ew 

-years, one mil lien persoR-&-t-e--€1.~ · es-
- sing Every Sunday language missionaries preach in 

80 different languages and American Indian dialects. 
Currently, the Board is continuing to place church 
planters into the 504 counties in America in which 
there is no Southern Baptist witness. 

(3) State Missions (B.G.C.T.) · 
--NOTE: Works with minority groups, language groups, 
Evangelism, new churches, etc. 

(4) How Is All of This Supported? 
--COOPERATIVE PROGRAM: 

How The Cooperative Program Carne to Be: 
1845 - Individuals and churches were to contribute 

separately to various national and state Southern 
Baptist agencies and institutions. 

- Agencies went directly to local churches to 
appeal for money. 

- There were undesirable effects: 
1. Agencies with the greatest "heart appeal" got 
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the biggest support. 
2. Churches were besieged by many requests. 
3. Too few churches were contacted. 

Agency ~epresen tatives wa nted to go to the 
l a rger '.-chur ches. 
cf. -Before 1920 's only 40 % of the churches c on

t ributed t o any cause · outs ide the loc al 
church. 
15 % of churches bore the fin a ncia l burden of 
all these causes. 

- Efforts were made to form some type of unif i ed 
Baptist mission budget. 

- The pressure of mass debt was the occasion f o r 
a new point of departure. 

1919 - 75 million campaign was launched. (Money t o 
be pledged over a five-year period, 1919-19 24) 

- 92 million was pledged. 
- Recession in early 1920's caused the campaign 

to miss its goal. 
- Provided the inspiration for the birth of t h e 

Cooperative Program. 
1924 - Southern Baptist Convention meeting in 

Atlanta approved a "cooperative" sharing by all 
SBC agencies in 1925 budget. 

1925 - Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Mem
phis officially named the unified financial 
plan as the "Cooperative Program." 

- This Coop. Program has kept before us the Im-
perative of Coop. missions. 

How the Coope r a tive Program Works Toda y: There is a 
unique aspect in the operation of mission support 
through the Cooperative Program that is often over
looked: a local Southern Baptist church member c an 
have a voice to decide how money given for mission s 
can be spent--at all s tages. · 

1. He first determines how much of h~ s income he 
will share in the local church of which he is a mem
ber. 

2. At a church business meeting, he helps to de 
cide what portion of the church's budget will go to 
missions supported through the Cooperative Program . 

3. If he were elected as a messenger from hi s ; 
church to the Texas Baptist Convention, he would have 
a voice in determining what funds are kept in Texa s 
to suport state mission causes. 

4. If he were a church-elected messenger to the 
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Southern Baptist Convention, he would help decide 
how the Southern Baptist Convention should divide its 
Cooperative Program gifts. 

2. Locally 
(1) Mission Giving 

-- I n 1984 F.B.C. is g i ving $100,000 or $1,923 every 
wee k to the Coop. Program! Add to this $154,000 in 
F .M., H.M., St. M., Braz i l and Mex. mission gifts= 
$ 254,000 or nearly $4,900 week! 

(2) Heritage of Mi ssion Involvement 
--NOTE: Only two years a f ter being organized, the 
c hurch began reaching out to others. Dr. B. H. 
Carroll, founder of S.W.B.T.S., lead the church in 
its first revival in 188 5 , and 25 new members were 
a dded to the roll. 

In L889 a mission chur ch was established near Fort 
Conc ho which later became the Park Heights Baptist 
Church. 

In 1889 s uppor t was g i v e n to a Mexica~ church in 
San Angelo. 

In 1908 a mission was established at the Mull i n 
School nea r San Angelo. 

F .B.C. is the "mother church" of Belmore, P.H.B.C. 
Immanuel, Lindell Ave., Hillcrest, College Hills, 
First Latin, Second Latin and Lakeview Baptist Chapel 
Korean Church 'f:,19.,vJ.- ANA// Dove., C,eeel(. 
·-NOTE : FOREIGN MISSION--F.B.C. assisted foreign 
missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Clem Hardy in Brazil; 
Elizabeth Truly, Nigeria ; Sctm and Ona Jones in 
Rh ode sia; the Arville Senters in Africa; Nancy Carley 
in Africa; Rev. and Mrs. A. C. Donath in Africa. 

The Hardys were located in Manaus, Brazil. Soon 
a f t er their arrival there in 1936, they started a 
s chool for the u nderprivi leged and orphan children. 
La ter, when no funds were available from the Mission 
Board, Melvin a nd Lona Sh ook again came to the rescue 
by paying off the debt o f the school. The Shooks pai< 
t he Hardys' sal a ry as long as they served in Brazil. 

As part of the Texas Baptist's "Mission to Brazil" 
p r ogram, the First Baptist Chur ch began its direct 
wor k there in February, 1 981. Twenty-one church mem
bers made three other trips, one in September, 1981, 
and two in 1982, which resulted in the church sending 
fun ds over a two-year per iod in exce s s of $150,000 
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for the construction of sixteen new churche s . In 
addition, $3,000 was sent to the Baptist Hospital i n 
Fortaleza and a $32,000 well was shipped--Larry and 
Joy Johnson. 

In promoting and supporting foreign missions the 
First Baptist Church has been most active in Mexico. 
Since 1973, fourteen churches have been constructed 
in Chihuahua and Coahuila, Mexico from funds donated 
by members of the church. Much of the construction · 
work on the church buildings was done by members of 
the First Baptist Church. 

Recently the church helped the First Baptist 
Church of Gua dalajara, Mexico, build a mission chu r c~ 
in the resort city of Puerto Vallarta. In 1983, 
through contributions of approximately $120,000 by 
members of the church, a large building was purchasec 
in downtown Puerto Vallarta. After remodeling the 
building a Baptist Church was organized. Thus the 
mission work in Mexico has adva nced far beyond a ll 
expectation. 

--NOTE: Dr. Taylor Henley has just returned from 
taking a group on a second mission trip to Campinas, 
Brazil, where 400+ made professions of faith. 

Plans are made for other groups from F.B.C. to go 
on mission trips in 1984 and 19 8 5 to Mexico and 
Brazil. All of these trips are at the request of 
the missionaries and nationals on the field and in 
cooperation with the F.M.B. (Dr. Keith Parks with 
us July 22). 

--NOTE: Our generation deserves no credit for such 
missionary involvement. It is but a natural result 
of our missionary heritage. 

CON: Currently three of our church members are 
being processed ~your F.M.B. for appointment. 
They are Mary H~ym~~ Larry and Joy Johnson--rela t e 
the Johnsons' story. 

"BOLD MISSION THRUST" (1979) ... 

SOURCES: Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists, 
Br oadman Press, 1958. 

Book of Reports, Southern Baptist Convention, 
June 12-14, 1984, Kansas City. 
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USED: FBC, San Angelo, TX, July 8, 1984 A.M{'#:f.+tt),J.;/~ 


