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TO 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 28 : 18-20 

INTRO: WHAT WOULD YOUR RESPONSE BE IF YOU WERE 
ASKED TO HELP EVANGELIZE A CITY WHOSE POPULATION 

. / IS TWENTY TIMES OF SAN ANGELO? WHATEVER YOUR 
RESPONSE BE, IS EXACTLY YOU AND I 
HAVE BEEN ASKED TO DO. 

THE CITY OF FORTALEZA, WITH ITS POPULA
TION OF 1,500,000 IS TWENTY TI MES THE SIZE OF SAN 
ANGELO WITH ITS 75,000 PEOPLE. YOU MAY BE SAYING, 
"WHEN WE ARE DOING NO BETTER IN WINNING OTHERS TO 
CHRIST IN SAN ANGELO, HOW CAN WE HOPE TO BEEF
FECTIVE IN WINNING PEOPLE TO CHRIST IN A CITY 
TWENTY TIMES OUR SIZE, THOUSANDS OF MILES AWAY ?" 

THE ANSWER IS FOUND IN THE GREAT COMMISSION 
WHICH CHRIST GAVE US (READ 28: 18-20). 

THE ANSWER IS GO UNTO ALL NATIONS--SIMUL
TANEOUSLY. ARE NOT TO WAIT UNTIL EVERYONE IN 
SAN ANGELO HAS ACCEPTED CHRIST BEFORE WE GO TO 
CITIES LIKE FORTALEZA. BUT RATHER WE ARE TO GO TO 
"ALL NATIONS." --NOW ! OR AS CHRIST COMMANDS THE 
EARLY CHURCH IN ACTS (1:8) "YE SHALL BE WITNESSES 
UN'I'O ME BOTH IN AND IN ALL JUDAEA, AND 
IN SAMARIA UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH'.' 
NOT ONE AFTER THE BUT ALL AT THE SAME TIME! 

NOVEMBER OF 1979 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SAN 
ANGELO, ALONG OUR SISTER CHURCHES IN 
ASSOCIATION, WAS INVITED TO JOIN HANDS WITH BRA
ZILIAN BAPTISTS FOR A THREE YEAR PERIOD ENDING 
DECEMBER OF 198 --THEIR CENTENNIAL YEAR, MARKING 
100 YEARS OF BAPTISTS IN OVER THE MONTHS, 
GOD HAS LEAD US TO FORTALEZA, A CITY OF GREAT NEED, 
AND TO BAPTISTS IN THAT CITY WHO CARE. 

GOD NEEDS YOUR HELP IF WE ARE TO REACH OUR BOLD 
MISSION GOAL OF GIVING EVERY ON EARTH THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST AT LEAST 
ONCE BY THE YEAR 2,000. 

THERE IS SOMETHING YOU CAN DO ! YOU CAN GO ... 
OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE YOURS DURING THE NEXT 
YEARS. YOU CAN PRAY. YOU CAN HELP SOMEONE ELSE TO 
GO BY YOUR GIFTS. YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH SO 
THAT PEOPLE MAY GROW SPIRITUALLY AND FULFILL THE 
PLANS GOD HAS FOR THEM. YOU CAN ENCOURAGE OTHERS 



TO GO. ALL OF THIS IS PART OF OUR "MISSION TO 
AND AS THE LARGEST CHURCH IN OUR ASSO

CIATION, WE JUST MUS'I' TAKE THE LEAD IN OUR MISSION 
TO BRAZIL. 

AS WE PO, WORDS SURFACE THE 
COMMISSION INSPIRE, AND ASSURE 
IN THIS MISSION. ~·)O 

I . 
Mat t . 

are a limited at best. We 
church o f only 2,100 resident members. 

Our give generously and sacrificially, 
but what i s this on t he face of so l arge a 
need?- -the need of one million five hunared 
thousand people . And the 12 Baptist Churches 
there are small and many of them are weak a nd 
poor . 

We fee l like Andrew in the face of 5,000 
hungry peopl e and only 5 loaves and 3 fish . 
We too say, "But w hat are they among so many? " 
Christ says to us he did to Andrew and the 
other disciples, worry about what you 
don' t have , or about the immensity of the job 

done . Yours is to give me wh a tever you 
have mine is to impar.t the power through 
which it wil l be used to minister to multi 
tudes.:: 
APPLY: God does not wait unti l we have 
l oads of bread to feed the hungry. He will 
take what we have and use it. For after all, 
"It is not by might nor my power, but by my 
Spirit , the Lord!'' (Zech . 4:6) . 

so this week four of us, my father, 
Jim pastor of Calvary Baptist Church 
and Mrs.Mazuck, a great lay person from 
more Baptist Churc h I ·shijll going t o 
Fort a leza . Just four people. "What are t hey 
among so many?" They are nothing apart from 
the of Christ, "All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in eart h." 

Without that power we would not dare go on 
s u c h a mission. We know not one word in 
Portugue se, we know nothing o f their culture. 
We just know that the churches in Fortaleza 
have asked that we come, and that the Lord 
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has opened the door, and you have made it 
possible. And so we go, with the confidence 
of those early disciples whom he challenge d, 
"Go ye t herefore and teach all nations . " 
NOTE: And what is the basis of this confidence? 
His assertion , "All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth." 

Who can fathom this brief utterance of Jesus? 
The kingly authority of Jesus embraces heaven, 
all that lives and has its being there , angel s 
and archangels, powers, 
dominion , thrones , and the saints in glory . 
This authority is exercised also over the evil 
spirit world , whose prince is conquered and 
despoiled, and whose hosts lie in abject sub-
ission beneath Jesus' feet . All the powers 

of heaven are in his hand to do his bidding 
without question or pause . This we are to 
realize as Jesus sends us forth . has a 
human army had such resources behind it. All 
the earth is also subject to him , its inhabi
tants , both friend and foe , and all the powers 
that are in the earth (Lenski, p. 1171). -

II. PURPOSE 
Matthew 28: 1 9- 20a 
"Therefore" - -refers to the fact just stated 
(vs . 18) that all power is given unto Christ . 
Because of this we can fulfill the pur

ission "making disciples, " 
nd "baptizing" 

verse , now sends f orth hi s 
disciples not , as he had done e arlier in his 
ministry , on a restricted mission , "to the lost 
sheep the house of Israel" (Matt . 10:5), 
ut to ALL NATIONS! 

'GO YE THEREFORE"--B.H . Carroll relat e s a n e x 
p e rie n c e he had in communicat ing the meaning 
o f t his. 

One of the deacons, when I was pastor of 
the First Baptist Church at Waco, said to me 
on one occasion, when I was taking up a foreign 
mission offering, 'Brother Carroll, I am in-
t e rest e d in helping you reach these Waco people , 

I 



and I will help some on associational mis
and State missions , but when i comes 

to these Chinese and Japs, if you will just 
bring me one of them, I will try to convert 
him ," I said to "You don't read your 
commission right. You are not under orders 
to wait until somebody brings you a you 
are the one to get up and go yourself. You 
can't up in that excuse." (Carroll, p. 
465) • 

new day has dawned in Baptist Foreign 
Missions . You can You can literally ful
fill the great commission yourself! 

LUS: If you can't go in you can send 
others . i .e. Widows gift this week of $1,000 
so young who is soul-winner can go 
later during evangelistic em basis . u~-_,.._,_e 
go what are we to Or to put it more per
sonally , "What is the purpose of our mission to 
Brazil, or t o anywhere else , as far as that 
goes?" 

Ch ist spells it out 
1. Win Them To Christ 

in 3 steps: 

1 9b "Teach all nations" 
EXEGESIS: ''Teach"here is different than 
"teach" verse 20. Here the word · s 
matheteusate--not the verb but 
the verb "disciple" or "win to Christ" or 
"evangelize . " 
NOTE: You not t each f irst but 

ou make disci les out of them. 'How do 
you make a What is disciple
s hip?" will answer the other question 
What is necessary to the remission of sins? 
When is a man a disci le? The way to 
answer that uestion is to look a t what 
John us that John Baptist made 
and baptized disciples ; that Jesus made 
and baptized more than John did. 
John made disciples before he baptized 
them , not afterwards. John did not bap
tize them before he made them 
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he did not leave off the baptism after h e 
disc i p l e d t h em. 

The question of order here is one of 
great impor tance . There are three things 
to be done: ( 1 ) Make disciples ; (2) 
Baptize disciples: ( 3 ) Then teach them all 
t hin g s wh a t s o ever Christ commanded. And 
you must take them in their order . It i s 
not worth while to try to teach a man to do 
e v e rything that Jesus did when h e refuses 
to be a disc i ple. Don't apt1ze im before 
he a 1 s c 1p e. You must not baptize 
him in order to make him a d isciple ; you 

m st not attempt to instruct him in Christian 
until he is a disciple ( Ca rroll , 

2. 

3 . 

p. 466-467). 
NOTE: Dr.- Neilson Fannini says, of · every 
10 Brazilians, 1 will not listen, 5 will 
listen but not believe a nd 4 will listen. 
a nd bel i e v e ! 
Baptize Them 

-
vs. 19 "Baptizing them ... " 
NOTE: The purpose o baptism. This open 
and public identification with Christ is a 
big and step i n Brazi l . 
Teach Them. 
v s . 20a " Teaching t hem t o ob serve ... " 
EXEGESIS: "= ''Teaching", "in
structing. " But teaching them what ? " To 
observe ALL things whatsoever I have com
mand e d you. " Not just about how to be 
saved, or the meaning of baptism, but 
ALL t h i n gs . Things that one should do 
afte r h e becomes a Christ i a n. 
NOTE : This is what our initial group will 
be doing t hese next two week s . The church
es in Fortaleza have asked that w begin 
by strengthening the churches so they can 
then more effective l y : ( 1 ) reach out 
the lost o f their city a nd ; (2) provide 
for them once t h ey b een 

The churches of Fortaleza have asked 
our San churches help during 5 
definite dates from February 1981 through 
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J a nuary of The areas of help range 
from evc:ngelism, music, 
to distribution, t o Vacation Bible 
School, to the of two 
church 

Because the are so weak in 
stewardship that cannot an 
aggress i ve pro gram of t heir 
request is that some of us come down and 

the b asic principles of Chr i st i a n 
stewards hip. That help 
people develop solid 
basis on they can build kind of 
churches programs they need 
if they are to reach their elf doub
l i ng t he numb er of converts b y 1982--t h e 
one hundr edth a nu i v e r sar y o f Baptists in 
Braz i l . ::i.re t o do 
just 
NOTE : We received a letter the 
churches in Fortaleza in hey have 
given 4 reasons why they have our 
c hurch to ass i st 
" ( 1) t hat we prea ch 

the Gospel 
( 2 ) Because God and wants 

t o save and t h em 
( 3) and moral needs 

of people in our city dema nd the 
rev o lut i o nary changes tha real r e 
r ede mptio n brings 

(4) Because we b e lie v e the second 
of Chris t So this 

is urgent! " 
APPLY: our their first 
request we are b oth; ( 1 ) the 
gre at ; their request 

teac h them to 
wh a t s oeve r the h as c om

mande d. 
BRIDGE: The "Power , " t he and 

the : 
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III. PROMISE 
Matthew 28:20b "And lo, I am with you •.. " 
EXEGESIS: Our Lord promises to be with us 
the d a ys until the c ons ummation o f the eon . 
He does not send his disciples into the 
wor ld a lone. He will always be at their 
assuring their success . Here he answers every 
fear, doubt, discouragement, weakness (Lenski , 
p. 1180). 
1 . Conditional 

2 . 

"And lo I am with you" 
NOTE: This promise is not without con
ditions for it is not ours until we " go, 
and make disciple s, a nd b aptize, a nd 
t each. " 

And our Brazilian friends fully intend 
to meet thi s condition. There just might 
be a place where you can go and work by 
the side o f a Brazilian Brothe r --c arr y ing 
out the great commission . Consider these 
opportunities they suggest . You may he lp 
in : 
(1) 
( 2 ) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

A WIN school 
Child evangelism training 
A Clinic 
A teacher training course 
A Vacation Bible School clinic 
A Family Life seminar 
A musical concert 

- ( 8) Bible distribution (goal: t o reach 
80% of t he ir city with a portion o f 

I 

the Gospel ) 
(9) Sharing your personal testimony as 

a lay person 
( 10) Assisting in a crusade or church 

revival 
NOTE : The promise is ours if we meet 
t he condition . And only you and God will 
know i to the best of your you 
have done this . 
Constant 
" e v e n unto the end of the world" 
EXEGESIS: This eon will have run its 
c ourse and cease . This is the end of the 
wor ld. I J esus here that 
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extends far beyond the lifetime of all 
who were present before him that day. It 
is as though he were speaking also to us 
( Le nski . 118 his is a promise 
that knows no limits of time. As long as 
you e xis t God will be wit h you. Not only 
i n t his life, but in the l i f e to come. 

CON : In 1964 a major revolution occured in Brazil 
I t was l e d by a General of the Army . Brazil was 
rapidly moving toward the of the Communists. 
The central government was weak. In fact, the 
communist had set the date for seizing control of 
t he government. 

Lists had been made of (1) Those to be de
ported ; (2) Those to be impr isone d; and (3) Those 

o be execute d! 
Some of our Southern Baptist missionaries 

were num ered among those to be exe cuted. 
But general and the armed 

f orces o f Brazil took control of t he government 
and avoide d the communist take ove r. 

Ev e r ything has changed s ince the n. A back
war d nation that was primarily only agri c ultura l 

e xperie nced fantastic growth in industry , 
e conomics, e ducation (grades 1-12 fr e e for all 
c hildren a nd adults--3 sessions a day ). But most o f 
all, us, in mission opportunities. 

You can stand on any stre e t c orne r in a ny city 
or vil l age a nd preach Chris t a nd no one wi ll op
pose you and scores will stop and listen. 

But the frightening thought is that Brazil 
c ame within a matter o f days of becoming a c om
munist n a t i on. Her doors could h ave b e en shut to 
the gosp e l. 

Brazil t oday c ould be as closed a s Cuba t o our 
miss iona r y enterpr i se . 

Jesus said, ff I must work ... while it is day; 
t he night cometh when no man can work." (John 9 : 4). 

Thank God, that "night" has not yet come to 
Brazil. God grant that we shall e nter the fields 
t hat a r e white already unto h a rvest while it is 
s till d a y! And thus f u l fill our miss ion t o 
Brazil ! 
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