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WHEN WE MEET THE RISEN LORD 

SCRIPTURE: MaEthew 28:16-20 NKJV - Pew Bible, pg. 864 

INTRO: Throughout their e x istence, the churches have had 
various self-images, drawn partly from the Bible and partly 
from the age in which they lived. At times, churches have 
regarded themselves as Noah's arks of salvation, fortified 
camps, God's minorities, spiritual fellowships, ecclesias
tical societies, or temples where God lives. 

These half-true notion s grow out of the experiences of 
Christians within their env ironments. Most of these con
cepts are based on an understanding of the church as a place 
to which to go or an organization to which to belong to. 

But the true church i s composed of men and women who 
have met the Risen Lord and now are living in fellowship for 
the purpose of witnessing a nd ministering in Christ's name. 
We meet in worship in order that we might be scattered for 
evangelism and service. Th e church is true to its purpose 
only as it both gathers and disperses--only when it meets 
God and man. The church must stay together long enough to 
realize its purpose, then i t must pour itself out as salt in 
the community and in the world. 

This is what the early church discovered when it 
encountered the Risen Lord . It is what we all discov er when 
we meet the Risen Lord. (The New Times, pg. 109) 

I . DIVINE APPOINTMENT 
--vs 16 (NKJV) "Then the eleven disciples went away into 

Galilee, to the mounta in which Jesus had appointed for 
them." 

--NOTE: Peter and John now received instructions to 
summon the brethren, who lived in the towns and 
villages round about, to meet the Lord at a particular 
place. 

--'""Disciples": 'I'he term 'disciples' is not necessa rily 
restricted to the eleven; other believers were 
sometimes called so, and the expression 'brethren,' 
which Mark uses in its place, clearly points to a 
broader acceptation o f the term 'disciples.' In verse 
10, Jesus said, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell MY, 
bre'Ehren to go to Gal i lee, and there they will see Me." 

What Christ says at the meeting itself concerns 
the whole church, and cannot be limited to the eleven. 
They could nei'Eher bapt ize all the nations, nor p reach 
the Gospel to every c r eature, nor enj oy on earth the 
presence of Christ to the end of time. But the 1c~~rch Ht r>e. 
can and will do and enjoy all this. /l..,,w(~T~ f#P_~ ~l#t ,,,s .. 

-- 11Mountain11 : The ment i on of a mountain in Galilee A, J.t,,u/ l!""4t 
already leads to the i dea of a large congregation, one 
not to be assembled within walls, as the eleven at 
Jerusalem had been. 0'» 1'/ -f"'l,ltJ. dM.. +tL c:.lt · ~ · 

J)l)/t:re,e - ~fljs./,J.&t_ 



Probably it was the same spot on which the so
called Sermon on the Mount was preached. A thousand 
tender memories and associations clustered round the 
spot. So the five hundred gathered in eager 
expec tancy. (The Post- Resurrection Ministry o f 
Christ, pgs. 103-104 ) 
--APPLY: The Risen Lord continues to make and to keep 
"Divine Appointments." There is always a "Divine 
Appointment" when we meet God. 

That "Divine Appointment" may come in a time of 
p r a yer, or Bible read i ng. It may come in a moment of 
s orrow or a moment of j oy. It may come in a time of 
t ragedy o r a time of blessinq . It may come unex
pect e dly . ,;417,.'o/ - Cl#,,/,,, - ll/~4 ,r,,,.. - p..:t.;.- -r'---- - - , 

--ILLUS: When :Robert Mo ffat: , Scottish missionary to 
South Africa, came back to recruit helpers in his 
home land, he was g r eet ed b y the fury of a cold Britis h 
winter. Arriving at the church where he was to speak 
h e noted that only a s mall group had braved the 
elements to hear his a ppeal. What disturbed him even 
more was that there we re only ladies in attendance that 
night, for he had chos en as his text overbs 8:4, 
" t:o ¥ OU, 0 men, I call" 

In his consternation he almost failed to notice 
one small boy in the l oft who had come to work the 
bellows of the organ. Dr. Moffat felt hopeless as he 
g ave the message, rea l izing that few women could be 
e x p e cted t o undergo t h e rigor ous e xperiences they wou l d 
face in the undevelope d jungles of the continent where 
he labored. 

But God works in mysterious ways to carry out His 
wise purposes. Although no one volunteered, the young 
fellow assisting the organist was thrilled by the 
challenge. Deciding that he would follow in the 
footsteps of this p i oneer mi ssionary, he went on r o 
school, obtained a degree in medicine, and then spent 
the rest of his life ministering to the unreached 
tribes of Africa. His name: David Livingstone! 
#18 81, pg. 482) 

(Ta n , 

God is still in the business of making appoint
ments with man. You are in this place today by "Div ' ne 
Appointment." Listen to what the Risen Lord has to 
say. 

II. A D~VINE PERSONALITY 
-- s. 17 (NKJV) "And whe n they saw Him, they wors h iped 

Him; but some doubted . " 
--NOTE: When we meet the Risen Lord we encounter a 

Divine Personality. 
When they saw the angel who "rolled back the 

stone" they obeyed h,i m but they did not worship him . 
But "when they saw Him, they worshiped Him! 
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vJ 11 -- 11:Worshiped" : This is the most frequent word for 
worship. It is a compound word pros ( " towards") and 
Kuneo ("to kiss " ). "To o reverence to." 

- -NOTE· Thes e who had served with Christ, who had seen 
him crucified, and who now meet Him again as the Risen 

fl Lord' can do u~ h .:~_p,._g ,..~ p e ~han "worsi:iip. Him. II 

vsn But some Dou te ~ seeing is not believing! 
Physical sight alone does not compel faith. The 

high priests misunderstood faith when they demanded 
Jesus' descent from the cross, saying "that we may see 
and believe" (!Mark 15 : 32) . 7' Seeing may contribute to believing, but the deeper 
New Testament view is that if one will believe he wi l l 
see (cf. J olin 11:40) . Jesus declared the greater 
blessing to be upon "those who have not s een and yet 
believe" (ITofin 20:29) It is significant that Matthew 
in the last paragraph of his Gospel brought out the 
fact that t he physical appearance of Jesus left some in 
doubt. Vision is more dependent upon faith than is 
faith upon sight. (Br oadman, pg. 251) 

"But: some doubted " is a phrase which actually has 
positive meaning in i t s negative expression , for the 
fact that some doubted makes the account much more 
believable . (Ogi l vie , pg. 330) 

--APPLY: Doubt is not the opposite of faith, but only 
fai t h ' s misgiving. We could hardly doubt what does 
not exist: if we doubt God, we have perhaps there£or_e 
a l r eady glimpsed h im . 

III. 

The opposite of faith is not doubt, but cynicism . 
How is doubt overcome? Not greatly by argument. For 
truth does not rest on our mind's poor logic . 

John ' s Gospel te l ls ho Thomas brought his 
skepticism directly t o Christ and +h,·~ ,·~ 1141f lkJir~I>" .. ~ on n 
20:2 -29 ). It is worthier and far more enlightened to 
"pray through" a doubt than to reiterate it t <t_ 
ourse lves or to splatter i t on our neighbor s. J To...morrow 
the sun will rise, and we must live by some faith, even 
though proof may seem to tarry . Those who venture on 
the resurrection power of this Divine Personality will 
find him near. Matthew's Gospel is a witness to this 
f a ct. (Abingdon, pgs. 621-622 ) 

18 (NKJV) " Th e n Jesu s came a nd spoke to them , 
saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on eart h." 

V-1r~utnority11 : means "Divine Power ," " DLvine Authoriza
/\ tion. " 
- -NOTE · The Lord begins with a characteristic claim o f 

authority. The field of His own authority seems to 
g r ow as Hi s mini s try adva nces . At the outset He h as 
aut hority to forgive sins on earth. As the days pass 
on, He has authority t o act a s the final judge of al l 
human lives, to determine the bou nds of His own li fe, 
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laying it down and taking it up again. on the eve of 
the Passion He speaks of authority given to Him over 
all mankind. 

But none of these great cl~ims reaches the bound
less magnificence of the words, ~ ~ :i: au hority was given 
to me in heaven and on earth.n 

They are words which fairly take our breath away! 
It is not so much the claim to 'all authority on earth' 
that staggers us. But authority 'in heaven,' in that 
unseen and eternal order which is altogether beyond 
human knowledge or control, is another matter! Yet 
this is The Divine Power claimed by the Risen Christ. 
(The Post-Resurrection Ministry of Christ, pgs. 70-71, 
105) 

--APPLY: What does this say to us today? Our casual age 
says, "Oh well, one religion is as good as another." 
But this is a shallowness which the Divine Power of the 
Risen Lord repudiates! 

"All Authority" eans the supreme right to appo i nt 
to office. It means the right to r e~i i r e obedience. 
It means the right to ~~-~ both heaven and earth. 

--Bridge Sentence: When we meet the Risen Lord we meet a 
Divine Personality with Divine Power who has a Divine 
Plan that includes everyone of us! 

IV. DIVINE PLAN 
--vss. r9-20a (NKJV) vs. 19 "Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit." 

--tvs. 20 "Teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you;" 

-- lie Risen Lord has a p lan: 

1. 11 Go 11 

- v:s. 19a "Go therefore" Whenever you see the word 
"therefore" in the Bible you need to ask "what is 
it there for?" It always looks back and says, "In 
light of what has been said, you should therefore 
do such and such." 

ere Christ is saying, "In light of the fact 
that you have met me on a Divine Appointment, in 
light of the fact that I am a Divine Personality 
with Divine Power, you are to carry out a Divine 
Plan. 

And then the Risen Lord spells out His Plan. 
-...r0 Go11 --The command to the church is "Go." If the 

church is to discover its mission, it must get out 
of its own four walls. The main event is not what 
happens on Sunday morning at eleven o'clock with 
the preacher as the star player. He is the coach 
and the game will be played out in the world 
during the week. The prea~her's job is to in
struct and inspire the players. This puts every 

4 



member on the team and leaves only the people of 
the world as spec tators. (Bow, pg. 118) 

--~ LLUS: In West Africa a quarter of a century ago, 
a man lay on a h ospital cot, still weak and 
helpless, but with new hope surging in his heart. 
He looked up into the seamed, haggard face of Dr. 
Albert Schweitzer and asked, "Who sent you?" The 
compassionate physician replied, "The Man of 
Nazareth sent me." He has been sending His 
healing into the world all these centuries. 
(Elson, pg. 114) 

The Risen Lord's Divine Plan calls for us to 
11 Go 11 ! 

2. vangelize 
- ~. 19 "And make disciples of all nations." The 

key verb "make disciples" is an imperative in 
Greek. 

- JNOTE: His discip les, went out to be witnesses of 
the things they had heard and seen. Twenty-nine 
times, in the Acts of the Apostles, it is recorded 
that they witness ed to the Lord's resurrection 
from the dead. 

The old Roma n Empire, wh~~ was falling to 
pieces, was captu red for the "4N~~g /Jtla@t , and 
the famed Roman r oads, built to be highways for 
the thundering l e gions of Caesar conquering more 
and more worlds, eventually were used not b y the 
legionnaire but by the Christians marching in the 
name of the Nazar ene. (Elson, pgs. 109-110) 

--APPLY We ourse l ves learned of Christ through 
Christian missionaries, and must in very thanks
giving share the gift we have received. 
{Abingdon, pg. 623) 

3. i13__aptize 
- vs. 19c "Baptizes them" does not refer to "all the 

nations," but to those who become "disciples ... " 
Believer's baptism ... 

--Wh? "In the name of" EIS - "In reference to ... " 
(1) As an open i dentification with Christ and His 

church 
(2) As a dramat i c portrayal of the gospel-

Christ's death and resurrection, our 
salvation e xperience, our resurrection ... 

4. Indoctrinate 
--vs. 20a (NKJV) "Teaching them to observe all 

things that I have commanded you;" 
--~OTE: The teachi ng commanded involves instruc

tion, but that is not the emphasis. The command 
is to teach obed i ence--to observe all that Jesus 
commanded. (Broadman, pg. 252) 
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- - lexander Maclare n : "We are to train ourselves 
and others in, not creed but conduct; not things 
to be believed--but things to be done--A creed 
that is not wrought out in actions is empty; 
conduct that is not informed, is unworthy of a 
Christian. What we are to know we are to know in 
order that we may do." 

--APPLY: Much of the bad conduct of our day is the 
result of either bad theology or no theology at 
all. 

What one believes, really believes, about God 
will determine the way he treats ot her people. 

This is dramatized in the family, in 
marriage, in abortion, in personal ethics and even 
in the church ... 

What are some of the things Christ 
"commanded" us? 
( 1) s h a lt 1.ove t n y neighbor as thyself . 11 

(2) 'As ye would t hat men should do to you, do Y,e 
also to them. " 

(3) "Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father 
a lso is merc i f ul." 

V. A DIVINE PROMISE 
- vs. 20b (NKJV) "And l o , I am with you always, even to 

the end of the age." 
--NOTE: "To the close o f the age." That phrase cannot 

be dismissed as apocalyptic. Philosophies OT history 
now trace the decline of civilizations, and hint that 
our age is a setting s un. The atomic bomb, we were 
told, could result in a chain reaction, and therefore 
in the extinction of our planet. To the early Chris
tians this promise mea nt that when the curtain fell on 
all human history, Christ would remain as Friend and 
Lord. The climaxes of this planet do not take Him by 
surprise, and they cannot usurp His power. (Abingdon, 
pg. 625) 

--ILLUS: David Livingst one, when asked what had 
sustained him in all of the perils of his pilgrimage in 
Africa, answered by quoting this verse, "~nd lo , I am 
with you always , even to the en o he age. " 

It is said that, when his wife died in Africa, he 
helped prepare her body for burial, helped make the 
coffin, helped lower i t into the grave, and helped 
cover it with earth, then opened his New Testament and 
read this text, and said to his African associates, 
"Jesus Christ is too much of a Gentleman not to kee 
His word; let us get on with this task. " (Ogilvie, pg. 
331) 

CON : And today the Risen Lord is too much of a GentlemaQ 
not to keep His word. l-fe is with us always, "ven to 
t h e end of the age." 

Let us go on with the task! 
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