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THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR'S LONELY 

Scripture: Matthew "My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?" 

INTRO: As one reads the New Testament, he cannot miss the 
fact that on three different occasions an audible voice f 
heaven spoke words of divine approval concerning Jesus 
who had come to do the will of God (Matthew 3:17; 17:5; Jo 
12: 28). 

I God was well pleased with everything about Jesus. 
casual readers come to the account of the crucifixion, ques 
tions are bound to arise as to why such a fate 
should befall One who was so innocent, so gentle, and so 
merciful toward others. Why should He be so smitten and 
treated cruelly to the extent that He would give utterance 
to this lonely of distress: "My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?" 

Jesus found it to be impossible to convince His 
that He should die on the cross. Though He spoke of 
repeatedly during the last six months of His ministry, it 
was only after His death upon the cross and His victory ove 
the grave that they were able to understand why He came to 
die. It is interesting to note that Jesus both opened the 
scriptures to their understanding (Luke 24:25-27) , and that 
He also opened their understanding that they might underst 
the scriptures (Luke 24:45-47) before they discovered the re 
purpose for His coming and His dying. 

Today, let us pray that the living Lord will open our 
understanding that we might more fully understand and that 
might deeply appreciate His substit_utionary death upon 
the cross. 

In sympathetic imagination let us attempt to travel ba 
through time to that day when Christ Jesus died upon Calva 
cross. 

What is your reaction when you hear the Christ out 
in unutterable agony, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsak 
me?" Had the God who had proven so faithful to Abraham, 
Moses, to Joshua, and to Jeremiah, forsaken His sinless, s t 
less spotless Son upon the cross? 

I. LISTEN TO THIS LONELY CRY 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" It is 

impossible for one even to begin to understand these 
much less appreciate them, if he has no awareness of 
nature and purpose of Christ's unique death upon the 
His death upon the cross was not an accident in the divialf 



program of redemption . Christ was not dying as the apostle 
of a lost cause. Neither did this cry fall from the lips 
of an unbalanced religious fanatic who was dying a martyr's 
death. 

l. The Saviour ' s lonely cry is an expr ession of appalling 
woe. 

,_...... --Job had cried out of a feeling of utter desolation , 
"Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might 
come even to his seat!" (Job 23: 3). Job felt for-
saken and unable to find God. Christ had shared a close 
and intimate relationship in which He had been assured 
of the divine approval all along the way. This was 
changed while He was on the cross. He felt utterly 
alone and forsaken. 

2. The Saviour ' s lonely cry expresses the deep pathos of 
His soul. This cry the apex of His sufferings. 
(1) Jesus had suffered misunderstanding by His friends. 
(2) Jesus had been forsaken by His own family and 

especially by those who lived in His own home 
town(Luke 4:29) . 

(3) Jesus had suffered betrayal by one of the chosen 
twelve. 

(4) Jesus had experienced denial by one within the 
inner circle of the twelve. 

(5) Jesus had been utterly forsaken by the eleven 
remaining apostles. 

(6) Jesus had been completely rejected by His nation. 
(7) Jesus was suffering indescribable physical agony 

from the wounds that would bring about His death . 
(8) Jesus was suffering the insult of the most despised 

form of death that could be inflicted upon the 
lowest class of criminals. 

(9) Jesus experienced the apex of His agony when it 
seemed as if He had been forsaken by God. 

3. The Saviour ' s lonely cry gave voice to words of deepest 
solemnity. The mystery behind the meaning of these 
words is beyond human comprehension. Only by the aid 
of God's Spirit can we even begin to understand why 
He should feel forsaken by God. 

II . WHY DID JESUS GIVE VOICE TO THIS LONELY CRY? 
1 . With reverence we would ask the question, 'Was Jesus 

really forsaken while He was suspended between the 
heaven and earth as the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sins of the world?" Perhaps the only correct 
answer to that question is contradictory at first 
glance . The answer is, He was forsaken," and 



yet at the same time, 11No, He was not forsaken." 

2. There was never a time when God was so close as when 
Jesus Christ was dying upon the cross . Paul says, 
"God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself , 
not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath com
mitted to us the word of reconciliation" (II Corin
thians 5:19). Someone has said that there was a cross 
in the heart of God long before there was ever a 
on Calvary's hill. If we would see the supreme exhi
bition of God's love for sinners, we will find it in 
the sufferings and death of the saving Redeemer as 
He died upon the cros5. 

3. In contrast , there was never a t i me when J esus Chr i st 
was s o far away from God as when He was suffering 
upon the cross. In words which should cause the mind 
to stand in awe, Paul tells how that on the cross God 
"made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him" (II Cor
inthians 5:21). It was on the cross that He who was 
so rich became poor in order that we, who are so very 
poor, might be made rich in the things of God (II Cor
inthians 8:9). This cry of utter loneliness which 
fell from the lips of the Saviour can help us to begin 
to understand what Isaiah, the prophet, was saying : 
"Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted" (Isaiah Isaiah continues, 

it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him 
to grief: He shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied: for he shall bear their iniquities" 
(Isaiah 53:10-11). The suffering of Jesus Christ upon 
the cross was more than the suffering of an average 
man. At Calvary we see the sinless, incarnate, Son 
of God taking upon Himself the sins and guilt of a 
lost world and dying in their stead. He was dying 
for our sins. God was as close to Him as the breath 
that He breathed, and yet God was as far away as the 
East is from the West, because Christ had the sin of 

world upon Him as He died on the cross. 

_; III. THIS LONELY CRY HELPS US TO MEASURE THE PRICE OF OUR 
REDEMPTION. 
1. These words reveal the awfulness of s i n . 

--Sin not only separates man from God, and man from 
hi s better sel f , and man from his neighbor, but it was 



sin that caused Christ Jesus to feel separated from 
God as He died upon the cross. If we would recognize 
the awfulness of sin, then go to Calvary: "He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 
53:5). Peter described His sufferings in terms of 
substitut ion. He declares that Jesus suffered for us 
and that He "bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed" (I 
Peter 2: 24) . 

2. These words reveal the character of the wages of sin 
(Romans 6: 23). 

--The death that sin brings is spiritual death; that 
is, separation of the soul from God. Because Jesus 
had taken our sins upon Himself, He was suffering as 
a sinner, as well as the divine Son. This cry of 
lonliness from the cross is the only instance recorded 
in the scriptures in which Jesus did not address God 
as Father. Jesus told His disciples to address God 
as Father. While this lonely cry claims God as, "My 
God," it should be recognized that because He was 
suffering for our sin He did not feel the 
and the intimacy of that relationship as had been the 
case in the past . 

3. These words reveal the great love of God . 
--"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that ,while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" ( Romans 5 : 8) . 
The poets have tried to describe this love and have 
found words inadequate to fully measure the length, 
breadth, height and depth of God's love. Charles 
Gabriel wrote: 

I stand amazed in the presence 
Of Jesus the Nazarene, 
And wonder how He could love me 
A sinner, condemned, unclean. 

He took my sins and my sorrows, 
He made them His own; 
He bore the burden to Calv'ry, 
And suffered and died alone. 

When with the ransomed in glory 
His face I at last shall see, 
Twill be my joy thro' the ages 
To sing of His love for me. 



4. These words help us to measure the degree of God's 
cern for us (Romans 8:32). 

--By sending His only begotten Son into the world on 
redemptive mission that was going to involve a ere 
of thorns and a cross, God demonstrated His divine 
concern for us. If you would know the value of you 
soul in the eyes of God, visit and hear the 
Christ give voice to this bitter cry of utter lonli 
ness, as He suffered to remove the curse of sin for 

__ God loves you and wants to save you. 

CONCLUSION: This lonely cry from the Saviour forces us to 
believe that Jesus Christ is the only way of salvation . 
there been some othe.r way than the cross, God would have 
surely used it. Had there been some other way, surely 
would have suggested it. Had there been some other way, 
surely the Bible would have revealed it. 

Your only hope of forgiveness which is full and fre 
and forever is through faith in this Christ who died for 
your sin and who rose again that He might be your Saviour. 



THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR'S LONELY CRY 


