
SUBJECT {y '¥¢J 7 LAST Wa1uls 

TEXT~,,_A..loL./\::_._r....;......:...1 ..;._. -.::cJ..=-7._._; """"'i ..c....S:_- _ J../.'-'-p ____ _ 

rt 

TITLo:-E _C_h_ll....;..H_-f s_' _ C...;..t-l-1-y--'-o_:f.____._D.c_,:;.F..,_,5tec...;:.;.._ll..;_A-....J;_ ~=---~--

SCRIPTURE READING•---------------

DELIVERIES: 

p. P..C.. 
Date Hour 

,Ml\ ,e,~ /(p J 3 f '"1 

Place 

$..+,.,. All,..,_,,, 7...,. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY __________ _ 

~CHll.:XSToL06)" 
E.F. /(2.E--,, 

CLASSIFICATION: 

--EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 
- -TEXTUAL 
- -TOPICAL 
---DEVOTIONAL 

Results and Comments: 



Sunday Morning, March 14 

There . are some who think that to 
live a ' life of loving obedience to 
God would be a burdensome, un
eventful life. An examination of 
the lives of those who have sought 
to do so proves the contrary. 

A. To love God supremely is to 
elevate one's self so as to experi
ence the highest possible manhood 
or womanhood. Man at his best is 
the man who walks and talks with 
God in a life of fellowship and 
friendship. 

B. Obedience to the Lord caus
es one's life to be enriched by the 
blessings of God. 

C. To live the life of loving 
obedience to God causes a person 
to love his fellow man more and 
causes him to spend his life in ser-

vice to his fellow man. There is no 
way by which we can express our 
love for God other than through a 
life of devoted unselfish service to 
our fellow man . 

Conclusion. To love God su
premely means that we will be 
saved from loving something of less
er importance. To love something 
other than the true God supremely 
is to face the peril of idolatry. Only 
,when we love God supremely will 
other things find their proper place 
in the priorities of life. We can 
show our love for our Lord by seek
ing to be obedient to His first and 
greatest commandment which con
tains in capsule form all of the 
commandments that relate to our 
responsi bility to our Creator and to 
our fellow man. 

SUNDAY MORNING, MARCH 14 

TITLE: ''Ihe Word of Deso
lation" 

TEXT: "And about the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sa
bachthan i? that is to say, My 
God, my God, why hast thou for
saken me?" (Matt. 27:46). 

SCRIPTURE 
27:39-49. 

READING : Matt. 

HYM NS : "Crown Him With 
Many Crowns," Bridges. "The 
Lily of the Valley," Fry. "There 
Is a Green Hill Far Away," Alex
ander. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
Holy Father, Thou who art the 
Creator and the Sustainer of life, 
to Thee we come with gratitude 
for the inner disposition which 

causes us to want to worship Thee. 
We thank Thee for the inward 
prompting of Thy Holy Spirit 
that would ever draw us closer 
to Thee. As an act of worship we 
bring our tithes and offerings for 
the advancement of Thy ministry 
of mercy in Thy world. Bless 
both the gifts and the givers for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 

Introduction. In all of the Bible 
there is no verse more perplexing 
than this word of Christ from the 
cross. When one is faced with it, 
he begins to look for some excuse 
to by-pass it. Martin Luther e:ven 
felt this temptation - great scholar 
that he was. H once began a study 
of this verse and for a long time 
co_ntinued in prayer, fasting and 
meditation. At length he arose and 
exclaimed in amazement, "God for-
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sakcn of God! Who can understand 
that?" 

et us first try to picture the 
,scene. Jesus was crucified at nine 
o'clock in the orn ing at "the third 
hour," the hour of the morning sac
rifice, the hour at which the lamb 
had been, for generations, offered 
in the Temple daily. He has now 
hung on the cross fo three full 
hours. And then at nigh noon, 
when the sun, which burns so in
tensely in Palestine, is at its bright
est, a d.1.:kness suddenly fa lls on the 
whole land and continues m1til the 
ninth hour -- ti rec o'clock in the 
afternoon. This was the hour of the 
evening sacrifice, when again a lam b 
was offered dail y in the Temple, 
foreshadowing the sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God, the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world. Duci ng 
that time of darkness no sound 
comes from Jesus on His cross. 
Then as the darkness passes He 
cries, "Eli , Eli, lama sabachthani?", 
"My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?" 

How can we understand this 
k ene? How can we express its 
meaning? I think we can grasp 
some of its wonder, se~t 
out of the darkness, in~ 

I. The Dernlation oL the Christ. 

hast thou thus dealt with us?" Je
sus answered , "Wist ye not tha 
must be abou my Father's business?' 
The members o Iis own household GJ 
refused to recognize Him as the Mes-
siah and even accused Hun of be-
ing insane. They did not under
stand . W_hcn e cast out devils, His @) 
contemporaries accuse Him of be-
ing in league with eelzebuji, the 
princ of devils. <Because He asso-~ 
ciated with ublicans and sinners,l...V 
the charged Him wiJh being a gut
tonous ian and a winebibber. He 
taught them saying, "Destroy this f2'_ 
tem ple, and in three days I wi ll 
ra ise it u " (John 2:19} . And they 
thought He spoke of the emple in ::" 
Jernsalem. He said He was a king (_b) 
and s oke of a kingdom, and the~ /1$. 
accused Him of treason. ~ O(__t/ 
He was the Son of God, and they 
charged Him with blasp ey 
didn't understand. 

cross, 
Listen_ t_o.....,t -e-i'r- w- or-as: ' e 
others· himself He cannot save. et 
[him] come down fro the cross," 
(Mark 15 :31b, 32a ) . So they 
laug:1ed at Him and jeered, but they 
didn't understand. 

sa_v.·'iiM...WJJJ..l>:!o--~ Ll--ildJLL-->¥J"""-...._._...__-Was there ever a cry so filled with 
desolation as this, "My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 

...l2w;ul an 

A. Man misunderstood the cry. 
Those who stood by said, " e 1s 
calling for Elijah to help him." 

1. This was no · new ex erience 
for Christ. From chi! hood the 

Ii'\ Christ had been misun erstood. ..1l._ 
V the a~e of twelve He was in the 

Temple, startling the learned theo
logians with His questions. His moth
er came seeking Him asking, "Why 
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darknes · Le 

and ~ved them from their lame
nes~e had raised the ~ and 
saved them from their deatl@ He 
had spoken to §iQQG[§ aod 5aved-
them from their sin. What a testi
mony of Christ's power, from the 
lips of His enemies! 

(2) so --
"himself he cannot save." But why 
not? Why could He not save Him
self? He might have saved Himself. 
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He might have called legions of 
angels to His side. With one 
glance of His shining glory He 
might have swept the rabble from 
about the cross. He might have 
spoken in terms of power and loosed 
Himself. But ·n a real sense He 
could not save Himself, for His 
heart was set on saving others. "He 
had come to seek and to save that 
which is lost," not to save Himself. 
He saved not Himself, but He saved 
me. He refused to accomplish His 
own deliverance that He might de
liver me from my sin. His inability 
to save Himself was of His own voli
tion. I:le knew that "without shed
ding of blood is no remission" of 
sin (Heb. 9: 22) . He could not save 
Himself for He had come to save 
you. 

II. he Se th Fa-
ther. More profound than all the 
mysteries of time and eternity is 
the mystery of what is happening 
here in the midday darkness. "Why 

e. hast thou forsaken me?" 
'1v'I /tfl' 

( ~~"· f,;A A. Can ou find a word filled 
°'t"'' with more pathos tha ,rel 

"forsaken"? One immediately pic
tures a city abandoned by its citi
zens, a child deserted by its par
ents, a husband forsaking his wife. 

But this too wgis pg oew experk 
...SJJ.....,~ !f:m,,~ ~·st~-· All of His life, 
from His earliest days, He had been 
forsaken l'.PH:is ow farnil turned 
from Hi He came unto his own 
but his own received him not" de
scribes His own nation's rejection of 
Hino)His disciples all forsook Him 
and fled. "Re had known what it 
meant to be forsaken, w through it 
all He was always conscious that H i 

- was not alone. The Father_.was al~:::::...:.:.:::~= ... ..-
ways with Him. lJe said at the Last 
~"Behold, the hour cometh, 

yea, is now come, that ye shall be 
scattered, every man to his own, 
and shall leave me alone: and yet I 
am not alone, because the Father is 
with me" (John 16:32). But now 
He cries, "Why hast thou forsaken 
me?" No one stands by Him. There 
is no opening of the heavens nor a 
voice of God. There is no strength
ening angel by His side as in Geth
semane. He is alone - forsaken by 
God. 

All history, all human experi
ence, al Scripture indicates He 
doesn't. DaYid could say, "Yea, 
though ~hrough the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou art with me" (Ps. 
23: 4). God has promised, "I will 
never leave thee nor iorsake thee" 
(Heb. 13:5). He didn't forsake ~ 
racl in Egypt, l&n.itl in the lion's 
den, Joseph in Potipbar's prison nor 
David when he faced Goliath. 'X§_t 
here He forsakes the Christ. ~ 

B. W ? The an-
swer is to be found in the signifi
cance of the death that is taking 
place. 

1. Certain! this was not an ac
tual eternal se aratio_n rom God. 
The divine nature could not be sep
arated rom the human; He was 
eternally God. Nor could the _Fa
ther be separated from the Son in 
the Godhead. 

2. A ain it could not mean that 
ilie n 
the sense that He ceased to love 
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im for God truly was we -p ease 
with the action of the Son, for here 
He was sacrificing Himself in be
half of others and doing the wf// of 
the Father, even to the point of death 
(as Gethsemane indicated). 
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3. 

"He was made to be sin," 
says .eaul. Therefore, God forsakes 
the Son. He abandons the Christ, 
for Be is a Holy God and cannot 
bear sin. 

C. ethsemane. It 
was this cup which Christ found it 
difficult to embrace - to be for
saken oi God. Yet He was obedient 
unto death saying, "Not my wil1 but 
thine be done." 

And le us never forget 
, that it is always so. Sin separates 
from God. It was so when God 
drove, Adam and Eve from the Gar
den and Hts presence. It was so 
when David lied and murdered. His 
tellowshtp *as broken and he cried 
out, "Restore unto e the joy of 
thy salvation" (Ps. 51 :12a). It was 
true with God's people in the past. 
It is true with us today. Isaiah cried 
out, "Behold, the Lord's hand 1s not 
shortened that it cannot save; nei
ther his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear: But your iniquities have sepa
rated between you and your God" 
(Isa. 59: 1, 2). Sin always sepa
rates from God, but the door of re
turn is always open in Jesus Christ. 

III. The Substitution or Our Sin. 
In some marvelous and miraculous 
way the Christ, in this moment of 
desolation and separation, was tak
ing our place on that cross. 

A. P I ·nter rets the scene for 
~.w;u:u.- he , "He hath mad 

be sin for us, who knew no 
sin" (II Cor.....-5:21). He was ma e 
to be a sin offering for our sins. 
All of the sin and iniquity of all the 
world was there being placed on 

Him. Think of all the sin of all the 
world - all the murder, hate, greed, 
lust, covetousness, etc. - and see it 
all placed here on Christ. As the 
Passover Lamb was slain to symbolize 
the redemption of Israel from their 
bondage to sin, as the high priest 
symbolically placed the sins of the 
people on the scapegoat, so Christ 
bears the sins of all the world. Isa
iab 53 toceto)d it: "He was wound
ed for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our ini~ities: the chas
tisement of our peace was upon 
him; and by his stripes we are 
h alec\'1 ( verse 5 ) . 

Consequently, all the wrath of 
God was poured out on Christ who 
became sin for us. All the punish-

. ment which our sins deserved was 
placed on Him. Every nail driven in 
His hands was for our sin. ~ 
stripe upon His back was for our 
sin. .~ery thorg that pierced His 
brow was for our sin. I be ~RC'?J' 

. thrust into His side was for our sin. 
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All of this He did for us. -
IV. The Proclamation of the Scene. 

As paradoxical as it may seem, these 
words rwclaim a message of faith 
and victory. 

A. U-.J!Wili:iili.~""-UJ..J.1.M~ There 
was the ever-present temptation \o 
doubt, but Christ could still say, 
"M God, God." Ids firm 
to His strong faith in God. Q!!t
ward circumstances may seem other
wise, but still the Saviour says, "My 
God," in faith and trust. Though 
we may be abandoned by the world's 
favor, the friendship of men, earthly 
prosperity, and seemingly forsaken 
of God, yet God Himself always 
stands near to those who can crv. 
"My God, my God." He, like Job, 
was saying, "Though he slay me, yet 
will I trust in him" (Job 13 :15) . 
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if God had reached from heaven 
and torn it apart saying to man: 
"Come now the sacrjfu;e 

f M Son." 

~;;;~~iji;1Il~~~;~~~~~[]TI!1.fil~~:.... Conclusion. This is the basis of 
our salvation. It is the invitation 
of our Christ. "There is none other 
name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved" 
( Acts 4 : 12) . He who bore your sin, 
who took your place, will save you 
today. 

SUNDAY EVENING, MARCH 14 

TITLE: "The Christian Is 
Different" 

TEXT: "And he said to them 
all, If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself,' and 
take up his cross daily, and fol
low me. For whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it: but whosoever 
will lose his life for my sake, the 
same shall save it" (Luke 9:23, 
24) . 

SCRIPTURE READING: Matt. 5 : 
1-12. 

Introduction. As one studies the 
beatitudes he becomes increasingly 
aware that there is a vast difference 
between the Christian and the non
Christian . 

There are many ideas as to what 
really constitutes being a Christian. 
Some believe that they are saved if 
they arc baptized, join a church, try 
to do right, and live by the Golden 
Rule. Chris ti ans are often com
pared to wheelbarrows ( no good un
less pushed) , kites (always up in the 
air about something), footballs 
(can't tell which way they will 
bounce next), balloons ( full of air 
and ready to blow up), trailers (hav-
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ing to be pulled), and neon lights 
( on and off). Without a doubt, 
the world has come into the church 
and the church has become world
ly. Our Lord paints a picture of the 
difference between the Christian and 
the non-Christian in the beatitudes. 

I. His Object of Worship ls Dif
ferent. 

A. Three beatitudes point out 
this difference (the poor in spirit, 
they that mourn, and the meek). 

B. The object of worship for the 
non-Christian is himself. 

1. Everything revolves around 
his own selfish desires. 

2. Ultimately, that which keeps 
him from becoming a Christian is his 
worship of self. Thus, Jesus admon
ishes His followers to "deny self" 
(Luke 9:23). 

3. He sees the world only 
through his own eyes. In New 
York's Museum of Natural History 
a room was arranged to look like 
a room looks through the eyes of a 
dog. Table legs resembled large pil
lars; chairs were like thrones; the 




