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A NIGHT OF DENIAL 
(THE SIN OF DENYING J ESUS ) 

Matt . 26 : 34- 3 J. 
'' Ha.v-e.- . • ' 

"THE FALL OF PETER IS A MIRROR OF 
INFIRMITY, A MEMORIAL EXAMPLE OF GOD ' S GOODNESS COMPASS ION. 11 

REELECTED IN IHE OF PETER IS OUR OWN 
WEAKNESS IN TEMPTATION THE DANGER THAT AT ANY WE TOO 
MAY DENY OUR LORD WHEN BB:.:NEEDS US MOST . 

THIS WAS NEITHER THE FIRST NOR THE LAST TIME THAT CHRIST 
WAS DENIED BY THOSE WHOM HE LOVED. IN A HUNDRED DIFFERENT WAYS 
EACH DAY HE CONTINUES TO BE DENIED BY THE VERY PEOPLE WHO 
HIS NAME. 

DENIAL BRINGS NEEDLESS HURT UPON THE ONE DENIED, THE ONE 
WHO DENIES, WHO THE DENIAL. 

WE POINT OF DENIAL WITHOUT HAVING SEEN 
ONE WARNING AFTER ANOTHER WITHIN OUR OWN LIVES. 

I . THE WARNING 
- - 26 : 34 

Jesus was fair with Peter, for he warned him i n words 
of clarity that a moment of denial would soon approach -
but Peter, like many of us , would not believe that he could 
ever be guilty of such an act. 

1. 
--26 :41 

vs . 40 tells us that these words were addressed to 
Peter -- why? Because Christ anticipated the denial of 
Peter & wanted him to defend himself against it thru' 
prayer. But instead1Peter•s prayerlessness became a warn-, 
ing sign of his latent spirit of denial . 

(1) Which cuts the heart out of our convictions 
~ - Jude 3 urges his recipients to "earnestly contend for 

faith which was once delivered unto the saints . " 
- -~: A few weeks earlier at Caesarea Phillippi, 

Peter had made a marvellous confession of his deep 
conviction about Christ, "Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God." But prayerlessness now had 
cut the heart out of the conviction. 

(2) Which removes the fear of sin 
--vs. 43 --wa.: Why should Peter fear Christ ' s opponents? 

had battled them for over 3 years had not bean 
swayed by them. He had no fear of tomorrow or of the 
pressures it might bring to bear on him. a 
strong soul! 



2. Indif f erence 
--vss. 40-41 ("Watch") 

refers primarily to keeping awake, but 
suggests mental alertness. The disciples were soon to 
fall prey to Satan's snare because of 

(1) Which fails to make adequate preparation , 
--.w,g,; In only a few minutes the chief priests and 

elders would invade the garden to take Christ capti\ 
(vss. 46-47) and Peter the rest sleep on in such 
an 

foolish bridesmaids 
Which fails to be aware of Satan's approaches 

Peter the rest not aware that their 
enemies were within miles of them until Jesus told 
them of their presence. 

3. Self Confidence k Y 
--vss. 
--fxee · Here is the beginning of that self-confidence whic 

led step by step to Peter's dreadful denial. 
--JLLUS : Mere is no guarantee against any 

evil that men have done. The great doers of evil were 
the men who thought they could never do it. 

wrote an essay for the Lyons Academy on the dan 
gers of ambition. "Woul d that thi s hand had never learn 
ed to write!" exclaimed asked to sign his firs 
death warrent. The.. same Ro es who during the 
of Terror sent thousands to the guillotine resigned his 
office as a provincial judge because he could not bring 
himself to pronounce sentence of death upon a man con
victed of a capital crime • 

.w.1,s,,,,,fM!J,ll9 kin David told that he would live to 
darken the closing days of his reign with murder adul

would have said, "Is thy servant a Kings 
13). eeo a he knelt that holy 
night on Gideon's sacred slope to ask God for wisdom to 
discern between good and evil to judge his people, tha 
he forsake father's God & bend his aged knees 
to heathen deities follow after strange women, he woul, 
have said it -- "Is thy servant a dog?" o 
t bat 1 as he boasted of his fidelity to Jesus, 
that before the sacramental wine was dry upon his lips 
he have denied his Lord with an oath--surely Peter 
would have said it. (Mac. p. 387) 

Which often casts aspersions on others 
--vs. 33 I The peculiar Greek construction (2 indicative 

implies the that all of the othe: 
d i sciples will be offended 



Which has detrimental influence on others 
--vs. 35 (esp. 35b) 
--~ Encouraged by Peter's ardor positiveness the 

other disciples make similar claims 
4. Spiritual Aloof ness 

--VS. 58 
(1) Which is fearful of becoming too "involved" in times 

of stress. 
--vs. 58a 

These were treacherous times. Peter to 
become too involved in Christ's conflict might well 
cost him his life. 

(2) Which leads to association with Christ's enemies 
--vs. 58b 

(3) Which tries to maintain a spectato 's perspective 
--vs. 58b 

Peter could not for long maintain this aloof 
balcony approach to the trial of Whatever 

Christ equally his 
is no ground upon the sp. battlefield of 

THE OF DENJA.T,:. 
69-74a 

·' --fxeq; might ask, "When the .. 6f 1 if e are brought 
to bear so heavily upon one as they were upon Peter, is there 
really so much wrong with giving in for a moment? What pos
sible serious wrong can be done by an innocent word of denial 

1. Denial strenqthens the of 
--vss. 60b-61 

Every moment of Peter's silence brought Christ's 
false conviction closer. He might have spoken in Christ': 
defense, but instead he speaks a word of denial. 

(1) it provides ammunition to be used against 
cause of Christ. 

Later people could "Surely you don't 
in Christ! Why his most outspoken follower.; Simon 
Peter, denied him openly!" 

(2) Because it allows the claims charges of Satan to gc 
unchallenged. 

All of the lies being made against Christ went 
unchallenged when one who could refute them stood so 
near by. 

2. Denial weakens your 
--vss. 70 72 74a 

(1) Because you can never quite outlive its hurt 
--II I You say, "But look at how Peter was used 

Pentecost I" Yes -- but how many more might have be
lieved if they only could have erased from their mem 

bv the same 1 ins that 



now call them to believe in this one whom he had 
formerly denied. 

(2) Because it leads you to revert to your old ways 
--vs. 74a 

The Jews were much given to careless use of 
oaths. Peter reverted under the excitement into an 
early habit, which he had abandoned thru' the Sav
iour's teaching. 

3. Deni 1 becomes future stumb in_ block 

4. 

Once Peter had denied his Lord, he doubtlessly 
found that the temptation to deny again was ever presen 
in difficult hours 

( 1) Because it is easily repeated 
--TI.LIi§ : Once you have established the pattern of de

nial you will discover that there is an ever growin 
tendency to repeat this pattern. 

(2) Because it haunts your memory 
Denial 

--Luke 22:6Ob-6la immediately, while he yet spake, , 
the co&k crew. And the Lord turned looked upon Peter 

(1) Because of all that He has done for you 
--U I "But what can com are with the scene when Je 

met face to face? All the an els who 
had been watching turned away their faces 
when they heard Peter swear. He said he 
known Christ. put our minds into 
the mind of Christ, perhaps this is what we would 
have heard him saying to "Peter sa she 
never knew me! Me, who cal led him that day by the 
Sea of Galilee; m ho im he would become a 
rock; om he as the Son of God; me 
who e said he to wash: his feet; me 

said he would follow to prison to deat ! ' 
(2) Because it reflects upon His regenerating power. 

II I. THE WAY OUT OF DEN !AL 
--vss. 74b-75 
--.wg. Once Peter had denied Chirst he became a victim of 

own falsehood sought to create a way out by additior 
al false denials. He learned that there is no human way 
out of a self-created prison of false denials. 

1 posstbtem!w 
--Luke 22:32 "l prayed for thee, that thy faith 

not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
(1) Which is off ered up continuously 

--Heb. 7:25 "He ever to make intercession 
them. 11 



(2) Which is proven effective 
--II Christ prayed that Peter's faith fail not. 

For a moment it it did not utterly 
fail. 

2. Is enter ed t hru' repent ance 
--vs. 7'5 
--Luke 22:6la "And the Lord turned looked upon Peter. 

And Peter remembered the word of the Lord." 
(1) Which thoroughly acknowledges the wrong of denial 

--ITT One look from Jesus cut deeply into the heart 
of Peter. He was thorougly convicted of the awful
ness of his denial. 

(2) Which results in the forgiveness of Christ. 
Martin Luther says,"No article of the Creed 

is so hard to believe as this: 'I believe in the 
forgiveness of sins.' But look at Peter. If I 
could paint a protrait of Peter I would write on 
every hair of his head forgiveness of sins'" 

3. - iwr-t 
--Luke 22:32b "And when a.rt , converted, 

thy 11 , , 
-- ILLIIS : This crisis was the pivotal point in Peter's 

He was a new man after this experience. What could have 
destroyed him actually "made" him. 

(1) Through which Christ will choose to work 
--Luke 24:34 Tells us that Christ chooses Peter to be 

the first apostle to whom he would reveal himself. 
(2) Which is characterized by love 

--John 21:16b "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 
He saith unto him, Yea, Lord: thou knowest that I 
love thee." 

(3 ) Which shares Christ with others 
--Acts 2:14 "But Peter, standing up with the eleven, 

lifted up his voice, said unto them ••••• " 
, ( 4) Which remains steadfast in the faith. 

\ 

--U Peter John had preached Christ were 
brought before Caiaphas the high priest others. 

--Acts 4:8 "Then Peter, filled with the H. G. said •• " 
--Acts 4:13 "Now when they saw the boldness of Peter" 
--Acts 4:20 "For we cannot but speak the things which 

we have seen heard." 



THE MEANING OF THE 

I think that look of Christ might seem to say-
"Thou Peter! art thou than a common stone 
Which I at last must break my heart upon, 
For all God' s charge to his high angels may 
Guard my foot better? Did I yesterday 
Wash thy feet, my beloved, that they should run 
Quick to deny me 'neath the morning sun? 
And do thy like the rest, betray? 
The cock coldly.--Go, and manifest 
A late contrition, but no bootless fear! 
For when thy final need is 
Thou shalt not be denied, as I am here; 
My voice to God and angels shall attest, 
'Because I KNOW this man, let him be 11 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning 



).IJ 

A NIGHT OF DENIAL 

Chickasha, FIRST 5/10/64 I 
0. 

C T 
F . B. C. San Ange o, i0- 26-7 




