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A Night of Denial 

... listen very closely until the preacher gets about h~~x~ 
3 minutes into his message and then you tune him out and catch up on all those 
things you needed to have time to think about before; so before you get to that 
point let me ask a question and you answerit and I hope you stay with me as we 

look at some scriptures about it. The question is this: Have you denied 
Christ lately? Now be honest--only you can answer that. Now I would like for 
us to look at a scripture about another Christian who also denied Christ, and 
I want us to notice three things: 

The warning signs of denial 
The wrongs of denial 
The way out of denial 

Scripture: Matt. 26:34 . It is the night that our Saviour is soon to be betrayed 
and illegally tried. And the key character, as you know, is Si mon Peter. 

The crowd came from town, they took Christ by force and took him to the city 
and held an illegal trial, and as they were trying Jesus Simon Peter was 
in the courtyeard where he could see what was going on inside. 
vs. 69-- copy. 7 3. 
It is always easier every time you d eny the Lord t o it again; and so , he 
began this time to curs er and to wwear and say, " ... I know not the man" 
and immediately the cock crowed. And Peter rememberd the words that Jesus 
had said unto him "Before the cock thou shalt deny me three times." 
And he went out and wept bitterly. 

Now this was neither the first nor the last time Jesus Christ was denied by those 
he loved. xxxx A thousand times a day, we as christians , have been guilty 
of denying our Lord. We who bear his name. So tonight, no one stands in judgment 
on anyone else. No one would try to look down upon another, nor would anyone 
sit there and try to look super-pious; we simply feel guilty as did Simon Peter, 
perhaps not as overtly as he, but there's not a person here I see tonight, and I 
know very well that I would swear on a Bible, ahs not denied Christ in some way 
recently. 

And so Jesus X deals with this probelm of denial as only he can. For denial 
brings needless hurt to the one denied, to the one who denies, and to those who 
witness that denial. We do not come to that point in our life of denial without 
some early warning signs of denial. You may have never said, in fact I don't 
think any of you would every verbally say, "I don't know the Lord", but you can 
deny him in a farmore graphic way by the lifestyle you choose to live. And you 
say, "I do not know X; there's nothing in my life that says I'm any different. 
Don't look to me as one who lives a life contrary to those who do not 
know X"and by our very lives we can say, "I think like anyone else; I act like 
anyone else; I go other places anyone else goes; I use the same language; I 
do the same things . I don't know X, he hasn't made any difference in my life" 

You don't get to point that you life is a living denia l of you profession of 



faith without some warning signs. And so Jesus gives us some 
signs as we see in this experience . 

An early warning sign of denial that is not far is prayerless. Je sus 
had warned Simon Peter that pressure would be on and he comes and finds 
him in v. 41 still not praying. And he says, "Watch and pray that you 
don't give into temptation. I know your spirit iw willing; I know you' re 
saved; I know you really want to do what's right, but I know that you are a 
human being and the flesh is awfully weak." Simon Peter had not kept up 
his prayer life too well , I don't me a n when you're asked to pray in a dept. 
or an assembly or in chruch, or at the table -- I mean maintaing your person 

prayer life whenever and wherever you are, so that you can talk to God. When 
that begins to drop our of your life, a pattern of denial is not far away. For 
you see, prayerlessness cuts the convictions out of our heart. And cuts 
the heart out of our convictions. Now earlier, Simon Peter had said of Jesus 
in Ca e sera, "Thou are the X, the son of the living God" But when he 
needed to stand before the enemies of X and make that same confess ion, he 
didn't say a word. Oh, he believed this rationally, but the heart of his 
convictions had been cut out because of prayerlessness. Let me ask you --
Are there some things you used to really have some convictions about and now 
you' re not so sure Are there some stands you once used to take unapologetically, 
but now you've gotten a little sloppy i n your convictions? I'll tell you this --
and I'm no mind reader; long before the heart went out of your convictions, prayer 
real prayer went out of your life. 

Prayerlessness makes you unafraid of sin. Jesus comes later on in v. 43 and 
he finds Simon Peter asleep. I'm s ure that Simon Peter was saying, "I'm not 
worried about that crowd; tmm;e they 're not going to influence me . I've fought 
that crowd for three years; they can't do anyting to me." Wheneveryou begin to 
be unafraid of the devil and his crowd, you' re in a serious situation. When you 

to say, "Others might be pressured by that crowd, but I've been around 
them all these years, they've never been able to bother me" you better look out. 
You had better be afraid of the devil because the Bible describes him as a "roaring 
lion, looking around for whom h e may devour." When you are not afraid of Satan 
and his friends, you become an easy prey. Prayerlessness. 

A second warning sign of denial is indifference. Jesus came around again and 
said, " You want to wathc, keep your eyes open and be alert." Simon Peter got 
nonchalant . He had been a discipel a long time, he was just a little careless; 
he was indifferent. There are a lot of folks that don't hate God; they don't nec
essarily love him; they are not fana tics for Christ and they're not necessarily 
trying to put him down; just gotten rather numb in their spiritual 
relationship. Indifference a warning sign. 

A third warning sign is self-confidence. Simon Peter said, "Though all other men 
may deny thee',' may be alot of other parents here that may deny the Lord; 
there may be a lot of other men here that go wrong, there may be a lot of other 
teenagers, but not I - I'm different-- and Simon said, ... "though I should die 
I' 11 not deny thee" It's great to have these strong resolutions, but that's all it 

is , a warning sign, a danger sign. It is quite something else to say, "I can do 
all things through X that strengtheneth me ... " That's X'x confidence, but to simply 
say, "I would never do that" that is self-confidence and that's a danger signal . 



You "S.ee, mere self-confidence has never been aguarantee against any evil men 
have done. The great doers of evil in history never dreamed they could possibly 
do they did do. ILLUS: As a youth, Napoleonwrote an essay in 
Lyons academy on abmition. And we know it was ambition that destroyed 
Napoleon. Would God his hand had never learned to write, Nero said, when he 
signed his first death warrant, but he went on from the re to cause the death of 
thousands of innocent people. And the who during the reign 
of terror in France sent thousands of innocent people to the guillotine e arlier had 
resigned his position as provincial judge because he could not bring himself to 
sign the death warrant of a man who had been convicted of a capital crime. 
If young Kind David been told that he would live to darken the last days of 
his reign with immorality and murder WlCllm:!ll:XOO{X would have said as he did in 
II Kings -- "Is they servant a dog. " And if Solomon had been told "bblm:x as 
he knelt that night on the sacred slopes of Gideon's mountain that he would end 
his reign fallying down to pagan idols and following fore ign women he would 
h ave said, "I will never bring myself to that." And Simon Peter had been told 
hours before that he would deny the Lord "I will never, never do that" . 

The Bible says "Let him that standeth, take heed lest he fall." There 

There is a fourth warning sign and this is spiritual aloofness. It always follows 
these others. In vs. 58 we read that is fbllowing Jesus but he is following 
him afar off. There are many, many people like that; a lot of them belong to our 
church and to many other churhces. The is not whether they are 
following Jesus, the question is how far off are they following him? You see, 
spiritual aloofness is afraid of gett ing too involved, too close to the needs of 
others, . To identify with X someone might make fun of me . I'm sure that 
came through Petper ' s mind as he was out there in that courd. If he were to 
identify with X someone might harrass him about it. The, spiritual le3s 
aloofness leads to an association with the wrong crowd. As long as Peter was 
with those church folk down there t hose disciples, he wasn't tempted to deny 
the Lord . They weren't perfect. Pe ter himself, had a bad habit of cussing. 
He didn't curse, he cussed. And James had a terrible temper. He 
wanted to burn down a little town be casue they didn't treat him nicely. And 
John was a selfishly ambitious man who wated to be first. And Thomas was 
a doam:tedx doubter. You call the roll of that church and th was q bad 
crowd, but at lea st they were trying to live for Christ. And when Peter got 
away from that crowd of imperfect chruch folk, and got involved with peo, le 
who didn't Jesus, and didn't care for Jesus, and didn't try to live for 
Jesus, that's where he denied the Lord. And don't let anyone tell you your 
closest friends will not have an adverse effect on you . Chances are if you 
hang around the rest of us s inful First Baptist folks, as imperfect as 
we are, you' re not going to be tempted to deny the Lord; but out there with 
that crowd that nnakes no pre stnes of knowingthe Lord, there iw whwere your 
real problem is -- even with a man as great as Simon Peter. 

are the wrongs of denial? I mean, just 
a little denial -- when the pressure is on as it was on Simon Peter -- when 
every one else around him was doing it. What is wrong with an occassional 
convenient giving in ? What's wrong with it? Everyone else is do ing it, so 
I participate, I give in; what's wrong with that? Let me point out. 

Fi rst ofall, it strengthens the position of the devil. Every moment that Simon 



Peter was s.ilent brought the conviction of Jesus closer. Now, eh could have 
spoken up, but instead he said nothing and when he did speak he told a lie 
and denied the Lord. Have yoy ever been caught there? You really should have 

off and left the that's what he should have done - but you 
stayed there and that was bad enough and you said nothing to correct, but worse 
than that when you spoke it was a lie, an act , a deed, participation that 
said, "Don't look at me; I'm like the rest of you folks, I don't know the Lord, 
either. If you don't believe it that's how I live and what I do." And that really 
gives the devil a lot of ammunition . I later on when Simon Peter was 
preaching and someone came to a lost person and said 'Let's go hear about 
Jesus', that lost person would say, 'Jesus! . Don't you know that guy over 
there doing the preaching is the very one that lied and said he didn't know 
the Lord. I don't want a god that can't inspire more faithfulness~ than that l' 

Now God forgives and Forgets and the Christian with his head screwed on 
right forgives and forgets and the church does, too, but the devil and his crowd 
do not forgive and do not forget. And they will never forget that moment they saw 
me deny the Lord. They'll forget no matter what else I do, that moment I 
lost my temper and conducted myself in the wrong way -- they'll always remember 
that. They'll always remember your participation in something that they didn't mind 
doing, but that they didn' at think you ought to do it. They don't forgive and they 
don't forget, and that gives the devil a lot of ammunition. 
t 
Denial weakens your testimony. v s . 7 he simply said, "I don't know him." But 
the second time areound was a little easier. He said, "I don't know him and he 
used a few little choice oaths. The third time was still easier and he used more 
salt and pepper on it, and said, "I don't know him at all." But you say, Now 
wait a minute, don't you remember Simon Peter recovered and he was a great 
prescher on Penecost and a lot of bad folks became good. But I always wonder 
how many souls might have been touched had he not denied the Lord. I wonder 
how many sat there and listened and thought, "I'm not sure that he's genuine or 
not, because I eannot quite forget how denied the Lord." This is the danger 
of this "razmataz Jesus Freak"type of testimony.; where people get up and they pull 
off a religious burlesque show and they disrobe morally before everyone and tel 
they tell you all their escapapdes and their wrongs and really they are psychological 
exhibitionists. Then they cover it all up by saying, "God has forgiven men and 
look at what a fine person I am." Now subconsciously, I know how young people 
respond to that becaue I remember how I responded. I thouhgt, well, if that's the 
case maybe I can do this or that and come out; but as a kid I wasn't old enough 
to realize that I didn't see the psychological scars in that person . I didn't realize 
the crippling effect that that had on him. God might have forgiven and forgotten, 
but the consequences of sin are still there. A person may cut their hand 
and a physician may be part of a healing process and it may work finally, but there 
are scars there and that's the danger of saying, "look at Simon Peter. Simon Peter 
was never better for having sinned." No one is ever better or is bette r off after 
sinning as they were before. 

Denial becomes a future stumbling block. The problem with denial is not just that 
mome nt, but it is what it does in the future. Once he denied the Lord, doubtlessly 



it became an everincreasing temptation to do it again, though he didn't. And 
this is the hope. So where you have denied the Lord, don't give up and say, 
"I'm hopeless; I've run over the traces, I've done this wrong , there is no 
hope for me, I'll just throw in the t owel and go to the devil." Don't you do that. 
Simon Peter didno't , but the fact remains that once you break over it's easier 
the second and third time, a future stumbling block, but most of all the dange 
and the wrong is that it brings heartache to Jesus Christ. 

Luke said that immediately after that cock crowed, Jesus turned and looked on 
Simon Peter. What a dramatic scene. I imageing the angels had been waiting 
and hoping that Simon Peter would come through with his testimony for the Lord, 
and when he denied him, I image that they must have covered their faces with 
their wings. And, if we could put our minds in the minds of Jesus, he would 
have said, "There i s Simon Peter, and he says he doesn't know me. I called 
him from a fisherman to be a fisher of men , and he says he doesn't know me. 
One who walked by my side, one who said he would die for me and he says he 
doesn't know me." The real wrong with denying Jesus the Christian 
is that you not only the heart of those who love you, but you break the 
heart of one who loved enough to d ie for you. 

The thing I'm interested in is they out. All of us need to know the way out. 
The scripture ways that when the cock crew, Simon Peter remembered the words of 
the Lord and he went out and wept bitterly. You see, the way out is made possible 
by Christ's prayer. Do you know Jesus prays for you every time you do wrong? 
Jesus said to Simon before he even sinned, "Now I have prayed for 
you ... and so when you are convereted you will help others." The way out of 
denial , the way to stop living a lie which is an open denial, is made possible 
because Jesus is prying fro you. In fact, the Bible say, "He always l ives to 
make intercession for you." And his prayer is effective; he won't violate your 
will, but he is sruely praying for you instead of pushing you and condemning you, 
he is praying for you. So, the way out is made possible through his prayer, and 
the way out is e ntered into through repentence. For Simon Peter remembered 
the words of Jesus and repented and went out and wept bitterly. He came to a point 
where he just couldn't tell another lie to cover up a lie that went on and on. He 
finally had to say, "Lord, I am in such a mess I've done so wrong; I don't know 
how you can do it, but forgive me." And he Lord did. That's the only way out-
just leve with God. Just say , "Lord take all of this." And he removes it, and 
you are clenased and restored. Then what happens? Then you have a whole new 
kind of life. Jesus said to him, "When you are converted . .. then I want you to 
help others." The man was saved, but he wasn't converted in a sense. The word 
"convert" means to "turn around". He is saying , "Simon Peter you are headed in 
the wrong direction , you're not praying, your'e indifferent, your'e following me 
at a distance, you're headed for real trouble; and I'mg oing to for you and 
when you turn around I want to use you in a special way to help other people 
who have problem. s. " The lord says to you and me tonight to look and 
see that we are heared in the wrong way; we might not have done some great 
wrong thing, but these little denials are creeping in too frequently now, and if 
we keep going that direction, it cannot get any way but worse , but wehn you 
turn around and come back he wants to us e us. 

That crowd that was pressuring him to keep going in that direction were nobodys 
do you know any of their names? Have any of them stood out in history? Not a 



one. The only person out of those hundreds there outside that palace that became 
a somebody was one man who turned and walked away it and his name 
was Simon Peter. That crowd of your peers that is always trying to and 
pull down, they are nobodys right now .in the eyes of God. They' 11 never be anything 
but nobodys. The onlypeople who become somebodys are those that have 
enough grace to turn from that crowd and become an aui hentic individual and be free 
to be themselves .in Jesus Christ. 

Have you denied Jesus lately? Well, we don't want any testomonies. I think 
the Lord knows in what ways we have. Perhaps the language we used; some 
things we have done; some foolish mistakes we have made that we never thought 
we would. But the wonderful things is the Lord has said , "I'm praying for 
you; I'm waiting for you; I'll receive you; I'll strengthen you; there's no need 
to give up; there's no need to let this be a Tonight you can be 
converted, saved from denying me." It comes when you commit it all to 
the person of Jesus Christ" 




