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FULL LENGTH SERMON 
By Dr. Brian L. Harbour 

Fourth in a series of nve sermons on the DOCTRINE OF MAN 

THE RESPONSE OF MAN 
Matthew 22:34-40 

Man was created by God for 
fellowship with Him and was placed at the 
apex of God's created world. However, man 
r,ejected that special place in God's creation 
and through aeliberate act of disobedience, 
introduced siA to the world. As a result, man 
forfeited t"lis fellowship with God, lost his 
12eace with his fellow man, and ,turned what 
should have been a garden into a desert. But 
then, what man _gig. through his sin , God 
u..ugj,g through His grace. Through Jesl:ls' 
sacrificial death on the cross , God saved man 
from his sin and from spiritual death by 
offering forgiveness and life. 

That's what we have covered thus far 
in the three sermons on the doctrine of man. 
I want to take the subject a step further this 
morning by asking the question: ow then 
should we respond to the grace of God? 

I found a number of verses in the 
New Testament which gave partial answers 
to that question. However, I was eventually 
drawn to our text in which Jesus gave a 
comprehensive answer to that question. 
When the lawyer asked Jesus, 'Which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?" (v. 36) , 
he was in essence asking, "How are we to 
respond to God?" 

Jesus answered, "[ove the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself." 

llesas' answer points us in !Yi£0 
direction~I e are to respond properly to 
Goa, an e are to respond properly to each 
other. A in both directions, the proper 
response can be summarized with the single 
word: love. 

ove God 
How! 

First, .(fesus said we are to love God 
with all our heart, soul , and mind 

The eart refers to the volitional 
center of man's life. To love God with all our 
heart means to say with Joshua, "But if 
serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, 
then choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your 
forefathers served beyond the River, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are 
living. But as for me and my household, we 
will serve the LORD" (Joshua 24: 15). 

The soul refers to the emotional 
center of man's life. To love God with all our 
soul means to say with the Psalmist, "As the 
deer pants for streams of water, so my soul 
pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God" (Ps. 42: 1-2). 

The mind refers to the intellectual 
center of man's life. To love God with all our 
mind means to pray as did the Psalmist: "May 
my cry come before you, 0 LORD; give me 
understanding according to your word" (Ps. 
119:169). 
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We need to understand these 
elements as the embodiment of all the 
faculties with which man has been endowed. 
In other words, Jesus was simply saying: with 
everything we have and with everything we 
are we are to love God. '£t_haldoes it mean to 
love God? 

(/) According to Psalm 97: 10, to love 
God means 'lto hate evil." Do we? Do we 
refuse to expose ourselves to the filth of the 
world and oppose it with all that is within us? 
That's what it means to love God. 

G) According to 1 John 5:3, to love God 
means "to keep his commandments." Do we? 
Do we do the things God wants us to do? 
That's what it means to love God. 

C~ According to Deuteronomy 10: 12, to 
love God means ''to serve Him." Do we? Is 
our purpose in life to bear fruit for Him? 
That's what it means to love God. 

We can stack Scripture upon 
Scripture which illustrate what it means to > Jove God. But is there a single thought whicfi 
will provide a handle f r grasping this concept 
o . g God? 

Let me suggest a simple statement to 
take with us today. To love God means to do 
all things for His glory. 

To love God means to do all things 
for His glory. 

Row different from the way most of us 
live, even as Christians. Most of the time, we 
do all things for our own glory. hat's our 
dilemma. 11 is impassible to make ourselves > look good and to make God look good at the 
same .J.jme. We have t make a choice. Our 
normal response is to try to make ourselves 
look good. The proper response is to try to 
make God look good. 

As Paul put it in his first Corinthian 
letter, "So whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God" 
(1 Car. 10:31) 
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How should we respond to the God 
who has redeemed us and restored us to our 
rightful place in His creation? We should do 
all things for His glory. Let me give a 
example of this response. 

Mary Slessor was born in Scotland i 
848 In Fier twenties, while working i a mill 

in Dundee, Scotland, Mary was deeply 
moved as she read of the death of David 
Living·ston. She applied to be a missionary 
teacher for a new work in Calabar. When she 
arrived in Africa, she efased to live as a 
European. After several years of training and 
preparation, she moved into the inner jungles. 
She built a house like her African neighbors. 
She adopted an African iet And she 
established a pool of light reflecting God's 
love in the heart of Africa. 

For thirty-nine years she worked as a 
missionary. She survived confrontations with 
the tribesmen over slavery and intertribal war 
and the use of the p-oisonous Calabar bean. 
She raised more tnan 50 of the native 
children who had been abandoned. She built 
churches. And she woo bundreds of people 
to the Lord. 

Her fame spread through her letters 
and the articles written about her work. King 
George V of England awarded her the Order 
of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem. She 
was not impressed by the award and refused 
to let people refer to her as Lady Slessor. Her 
spirit was demonstrated in what she wrote to 
her friends back home: "I am Mary Mitchell 
Slessor, nothing more and none other than 
the unworthy, unprofitable--but most willing-
servant of the King of Kings." 

ow should we respond to the God 
who has redeemed us and restored us to our 
rightful place in His creation? il<e Mary 
Slessor, we should do all things for His glory. 

Love One Another 

Jesus gave a second command in His 
answer to the questioning lawyer. Jesus said, 
"Love your neighbor as yourself." We are not 
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only to love God. We are also to love people. 
What does it mean to love people? We will 

take a giant step in our understanding if we ealize 
tha love for ist..w,~1a,,11=i.i..1.1.1n..ouueeliA . It 
is reflected in our. actio . This was the model 
Jesus gave us. We don't always know how He felt 
about others. However, we can see the things He 
did. 

Jesus approached a man covered in rags 
one day, with a stench that almost knocked Him 
over. The man was just as repulsive to Jesus as 
he was to anyone else. Love might not have 
changed Jesus' feelings, but it did change His 
actions. Jesus reached out and touched the man. 
L ve is something you do. 

In the story of the Good Samaritan, the 
hero was the one who stopped to help the man 
who had been beaten. The victim was a Jew. If the 
Samaritan had an feelings at all toward the victim, 
it was probably feelings of ostility. Yet, the 
Samaritan treated the man's injuries. He took care 
of his needs. It was not a matter of feeling. l.:ove is 
something you do. 

We can stack example upon example 
which illustrate what it means to love people. But 
1s tliere a single thought which will provide a 
handle for grasping this concept of loving people? 
Let me suggest a simple statement to take with us 
today. To Jove people means to do all things for 
their good. 

To love people means to do all things 
for their good. 

Row different from the way most of us live, 
even as Christians. Most of the time, we do all 
things for our own good. That's our dilemma. It is 
impossible to look out for our own welfare all the 
time and the welfare of others at the same time. 

e tiave to make a choice. Our normal choice is 
to do what's good torus.lrhe right choice is to do 
what's good for others. 

As Jesus put it in Mark's Gospel, "Eor 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will 
save it' (Mark 8:35). 

How should we respond to the people with 
whom we share this planet? We should do all 
things for their good. 
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Let me give an example of this response. 
A sociology class in college did a case study of 
200 young boys who lived in the slums of 
Baltimore. After studying the lives of these boys, 
the class members wrote the following evaluation 
of ach of them: "l::le doesn't have a chance." 

Twenty-five years later another sociology 
, ofessor discovered the earlier study and decided 
to follow up on the project to see what had 
happened to these boys. wenty of the boys could 
not be found. Of the :1 80 who could be found , 17 
had achieved success as lawyers, doctors, and 
businessmen. The results astounded the sociology 
professor so much that he wanted to discover their 
secret. How had these 176 boys who seemed to 
have no future turned out so well? When these 
men were contacted, in each case they gave the 
same explanation: "I naa this special teacher." 

When the sociology professor discovered 
that thi special teacher was still alive, he 
contacted her. He asked her what magic formula 
she had used to pull these boys out of the slums 
and direct them into successful careers. The 
teacher gave a simple explanation. With smile, she 
said, "It's real y very simple. I loved those boys." 

ow should we respond to tne people with 
whom we share this planet? Ul<e this teacher, we 
should do all things for their good. 

Conclusion 

d of a pie into 
the lake and was saved from drowning by a 
stranger who pulled him out of the water. After 
artificial respiration had brought the boy back to 
consciousness, he looked into the face of the man 
who had saved him and said, " fiank you, sir, for 
~ ving my life!" 

The man responded. "I'm glad I could do 
it. But see to it that you're worth saving!" _ 

I want those words to lodge in your mind. 
The Bible says that God saved us through the 

~ath of Jesus Christ on the cross. We need to 
make sure we are worth saving by responding 
properly to the God who redeemed us, not in order 
to experience that redemption but because we 
already have experienced that redemption. 

What is the proper response of man to the 
grace of God? We are to do all things for God's 
glory. We are to do all things for other people's 
good. 


