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Scripture: 

"YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED .•• II 

Matthew 22: 1-14 

[NTRO: "YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED •.• JI MOST OF us SOCIAL I 
CREATURES ARE DELIGHTED WHEN WE READ THESE WORDS! 
SOME HAPPY OCCASION!" IS ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE OF WHICH WE 

INVITED TO BE A PART. IT MAY BE A WEDDING, IT MAY BE 
CELEBRATION I IT MAY BE A BANQUET I IT MAY 

BE A PARTY. WHATEVER IT MAY BE, WE COUNT OURSELVES 
HONORED WHEN WE ARE INVITED. 

A BANQUET IS A HAPPY TIME. OFTEN IT IS A TIME WHEN WE 
NOR ANOTHER--JOY IS EVER PRESENT. 
N THIS PARABLE JESUS CHOOSES A WEDDING DINNER AS THE 

SETTING FOR HIS STORY. THERE COULD BE NO HAPPIER OCCAS
[ON ! THIS BANQUET IS AN APPROPRIATE SYMBOL OF THE 

OF HEAVEN. AND THRU THIS STORY JESUS IS SAYING, 
"GOD ISSUES A GRACIOUS INVITATION TO ALL WHO WILL GATHER 
!\ROUND HIS BANQUET TABLE." "YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED!" 

[. THE KING WHO ISSUED THE INVITATION 
--vss. 2-3a 
--NOTE: The King who was the host, shows his grace by inviting 

and re-inviting his guest to the banquet. 
He is (1) Gracious; (2 ) Generous; (3) Patient and (4) Persis-

tent in his invitation. "The invitation is repeated the 
king's patience conspicuous , to bring more fully into the light 
the latent hostility of his subjects and to exhibit their 
persistent refusal as utterly inexcusable . " (The Parabolic 
Teaching of Christ, Bruce, p. 462) 

THE GUESTS WHO REJECT THE INVITATION 
--vss ~4-7 
--NOTE: vs. 3b "They WOULD NOT come." The refusal of 

these guests reveals their preoccupation with other things. "If 
men refuse an invitation to a marriage-feast, what favour are 
they likely to accept ?--what more certain indication o f ill-wil 
can there be than such refusal? Those who are invited to the 
wedding-feast are represented as persons already invited." 
(The Parabolic Teaching of Christ, Bruce, p. 465) 

did not hate Him or visit Him with v iolence for His 
invitations , They simply were not attracted by what He 



offered and turned heedless .away:J as from an idle dreamer." 
(The Parabolic Teaching of Christ , Bruce, p. 468) 

"The second invitation was more and urgent (Matt 
22 :4-7). The d inner was prepa red and a ll things were ready 
for the marri age celebrations. The further o f servants, 
howe ve r , were not more succe s sful than the f irst . This time 

importunate was met with contem -
tuous mo . Indifference became scorn. 'They made light 
of it , and went their ways.' Their business interests meant 
more to them than any o a ttend a marriage festiva\ 
a s the king's guest s. ome of these who spurned the invitat
ion carried their opposition beyond s upercilious neglect into 
bloodthirsty enmity: the remnant took his servants and 
entreated them spitefully and slew them . ' at a strange 
response to infinite mercy! Acting thus, they had sinned 
against the king , his son, his servants and themselves. 

These tw.o invitations t if the twofold attem t of the 
to win Israel. here was His own miss io , for He was amonc;; 
men, not only as the King's Son, but as the Servant inviting 
men to come unto Him. Often He would gathered them 
into the feast, but they would not. Soon He was to die, and 
all things would be prepared and ready, o another invitati 
goes forth in the apostolic a ge, but His servants experienced 
great cruelty , Ste hen and James being murdered. What was 
the reaction of the slighted, insulted King? 'He was wroth, 
and sent forth his armies and destroyed those murderers , and 
burned up their c ity.' 

'I.. light refusal of the invited, leading to the more griev
("e::-s s in of murder resulted in unexpected judgment. he 

rophetic aspect of this parable was fulfilled in the destructia 
of Jerusalem, in the year 70A.D., when the armies of Titus 
ransacked and burnt up the city (Matt. 23:34; Luke 21:20-24) 
This ,orable ,, then, was distinctively one of judgment. ThosE 
armies made up of Roman soldiers, were 'His armies' carrying 
out His pronounced sentence upon a nat ion utterly rejecting 
both His Son and His Servants." (All the Parables of the 
Bible, Lockyer, pp. 229-230) 

III. THE STRANGERS WHO ACCEPTED THE INVITATION 
--vss. 8-10 
--NOTE: "The third invitation reveals divine mercy seeking 

other object (Matt. 22:8-10) But those who were bidden 



) 'were not worthy.' king's goodness was not quenched by 
the ingratitude and evil of the previously invited guests. The 
grace of God had been scornfully rejected by the Jews; now 
the invitation goes out to the Gentiles , who were deemed 

\
unworthy of any of the theocratic privileges of Israel. Deemed 
as 'heathen , ' the Gentiles responded to the great gospel cry ' 
of 'Whosoever.' The king's servants to go into the high
ways or 'the parting of the highways,' as Campbell Morgan 
suggests. 

The wedding was to b:efurnished with guests 'both bad 
and good.' The servants were to gather together as many as 
were willing to attend the feast. If the servants came across 
men on the highwasy who had no character, no moral s t anding, 
who . were bad and knew it , they were to be to the 
marriage. If others were contacted who were good by 
worldly standards, they, too, were to be invited. 

Once in the Kingdom, moral conduct or standing is 
essential, but before entrace no matter who are, or what 
we are , we are sinners and need to repent of our sin and 
accept the Saviour. In His sight, 'there is none good, no not 
one.' All have sinned and there is only one way to be 
saved. Human goodness cannot recommend us to God's favor , 
and the worst, like the best , are only welcome through the 
blood of Christ." (All the Parables of the Bible, Lockyer, 
p. 230) 

[V. THE MAN WHO PROFANED THE INVITATION 
1--vss. 
--NOTE: "The wedding-banquet of a king's son was prepared witl 

lavish hospitality. The guests were assembled in resplendent 
robes. They were awaiting the of the k ing. He 
came; the festive hour was crowned! But no sooner had he 
come than his eye fell on a man dressed as if he had come 
direct from h i s 'farm' - -a man without sense of propriety , 
neglectful of even ele mentary courtes ies , . guilty of unpardon
able rudeness. His companions appear not to have noticed 
his uncouthness. It went unchallenged until the king came! 
But the king was kind . He was ready to believe there was 
good reason for the seeming temerity: ' Friend, how ea rnest 
thou in hither not having a wedding-garment?' But no good 
reason could be offered: 'And he was speechless.' 

Other men had made light of the k ingdom--and stayed 



but he had made light of it--and come ! They were at least 
avowed in their despising of the spiritual--they went to 
their possessions. But this man accepted the ov ertures of 
gra ce , attended the feas t--with a spirit still alie n and 
worldly ! In appearance he was serving God; in reality he 
was serving mammon. He was going through all the motions 
of religion, while secretly his discipleship was with the 
world . 

The grace of God is joy unspeakable--but not for t he 
jaunty, the h eedless, or the hypocrit ical. It demands its 
preparation. A man must strip away the robe of sophisticaticr 
and come clothes in childlike trust: He must lay aside the 
garment of his sin and come clothes in penitence: 'Except 
ye repent , ye shall all likewise perish. ' He must doff his 
old earthy loyalties for the new robe of r ighteousness. 

Ins incerity is robbed of all disguise when the king enters. ' 
(The Parables of Jesus, Buttrick, pp. 229-230) 

--NOTE: "This is a parable of judgment and there must be 
judgment whenever it is called for. There must be no partial
ity. If the first invited are to be punished because they sin 
against g race in one way, the guests invited in the second 
place mu st be punished if they sin against grace in another 

The lesson taught in the second scene is thoroughly 
germane t o th e lesson taught in the first. The first shows the 
judgment of those who despise and reject grace , the second 
the judgment of those who receive it, but in a disrespectful 
manner." (The Parabolic Teaching of Christ , Bruce , p. 464) 

--NOTE: " It cannot have been the 'ntention of Christ to 
represent the king as entering the chamber with the express 
purpose of scrutinising the guests. not to scrutinisE 
but to welcome. The discovery of a man without a wedding
robe is an acc ident , an unpleasant incident not looked for 
beforehand , though a thing which cannot be overlooked once 
it been o b s erved. 

But now, is the offense? Answers very wide of the 
mark have been returned by commentators approaching the 
subject from t he dogmatic , instead of the natural and 
historical , point of view. The sin of the offending guest , 
we are told variously, is self-righteousness , disloyalty , int
rusion into a feast to which he has no t been invited. All 
these views are connected with a theory as to the wedding
garment being the of king. The guest was self-right-



eous, because he preferred his own garment to that offered 
him from the royal wardrobe, he was disloyal, because he 
refused the garment which etiquette required all guests to 
receive and wear, in mere rudeness and wantonness ; he 
was an intruder, because had he been invited he wou ld 
doubtless have been offered a wedding-robe, and of course 
would have put it on. 'I,.. hese suggestions are all out of 
keeping with the circumstances. he moral fault taking 
advantage of God's goodness, without taking pains t o 
cultivate the v irt ue that becomes those who are admitted 
into close relations with the Divine Paul speaks of 
sinning because grace abounds 11 (The Parabolic Teaching 
of Christ, Bruce, pp. 477-478) 

11 How many there are who want place in the Church 
without regeneration and obedience, or salvation , without 
giving Christ true acknowledgement and service! Is it not 

' the sin of presumption to take , without salvation , th e title 
and hopes of the saved? Every sinner must comply with the 
King's terms , if they are to experience the King's grace. 
man without the wedding garment seems to say, 'I am my 
own master, and I shall work my own way to heaven.' But 
the man wearing the provided garment has a different 
confession: 'I am not my own; I have been bought wit h a price 
my righteousnesses are as filthy rags, but the Lord i s my 
righteousness.' Yet the garment, as a syn,bol of Christ's 
all-perfect righteousness, had an added significance , for 
Paul exhorts us to 'put on the Lord Jesus The garment 
therefore, represents a Christ-covered life, and as a result 
a character consistent w ith the Gospel we profess . 

a man die without such a garment, then they can never 
participate in 'the marriage supper of the Lamb' which is 
only for saints, or saved sinners. For all who die without 
Christ as their covering, there is the doom of the 'blackness 
of darkness for ever.' What a terrible sentence is here 
pronounce<:I! ) In concluding His arable esus said, 'Many 
are called, but few are chosen' (Matthew 20:16; 22: 14), or 
'few are choice I as D. L. Mood ex resses it. Those who 
are called, but fail to accept Christ will die in their sin. 
But those who are called and receive Christ, become His 
choice ones, and guests in the King's festive house. God's 
chosen ones are those who receive His Son as Saviour and 
who put on the robe of Christian virtues and wear it openly! 



t 

These are the blessed ones, 'Chosen in Him before the 
foundation of the world.'" (All the Parables of the Bible, 
Lockyer, p. 232) 

CON: "YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED" TO THE KING'S BANQUE'J 
TABLE IF YOU ARE WILLING TO HIS ROBE, TO ACCEPT 
HIS GRACE AND HONOR HIS NAME. 

THE INVITATION IS STILL OPEN TO AS MANY AS CAN BE 
FOUND . 
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