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DIVORCE 

SCRIPTURE : atthew 19: Pe iv Bib4 f1fe 'i S-J 

INTRO: One week before the wedding, the bride-to-be dreamed t h a t 
f o r the ceremony she was d r ess ed all in white--exce p t for black 
shoes. She interpreted this as a warning, and on the sec ond da y 
o f the honeymoon her wors t fears began to come true. 

A disagreement turned into a heated argument during which 
the husband threw his weddi ng ring across the room and t hen 
punc hed his new bride in the nose. Before leaving for the 
hospital, the woman searched for the ring and put i t back on her 
husband's finger. This was the first of a long string of similar 
epi sodes. 

Six years later, while they were walking on a snowy night i n 
J apan, the s ame thing happe n ed. The woman spent three hours 
c r awling in the snow looking for the ring . 

The woman's search for the ring in the snow symboli ze s t he 
impo r tance we pla ce on our r e lations hips. They can become s o 
import a nt that we h a ng on even when they no longer a:.~e Ua..lid, 

We even come up with p lausible reasons for doing s o: We 
b e lieve in et, we fee l bound by the law, we don't want to 
hurt the other person. We are afraid there may be no one b e tter 
outthere, we believe in our ability to ix things, we are not 
uitters. We do it for the _children, for our parents, for God . 

(Psychology Today, July 1987 issue, pg 37) 
We do it because Christ sa i,d in, ,IDltthew 19: 6b "Wfia ~ I , of~ · ~ 

t herefore God hath j oine toget her, let not man put asunder . 11 n-w ~ '1lf 
--:::, But in spite of all our efforts to maintain our marriages , .. . 
I"' some d o e nd in divorce. 

The United States now has the highest divorce rate of a ny 
n a tion in the world. Few families, if any, are untouc hed b y 
div orce today. . 
> At our present r ate o f d ivorce, almost one in two childre n 

wh o a re now infants wi ll live in a s ingle-parent family before 
the y r e ach the age o f eighteen. (Div o r ce Adjus t ment Workshop , 
Ann Alexander, pg. 9) 

Because the church is i n the "healing" business it must face 
squa rely this growing probl em and minister to those who are 
wounded by it. 

THE CHRISTIAN IDEAL OF MARRIAGE: 
"/- Mat thew 19: 8 Read ] 

1. Jesus took thins back to the very beginning. He went b ack 
to creation vs. 4) and the ideal marriage God h a d in mind 
for every c ouple. Adam a nd Eve symbolized an i deal marriage 
for all who were to c ome . 

In verse 8 Christ s ays that " f rom :the beg_innin . " God 
never inte nded for husba nd a nd wi fe to divorce , b u t to b e 
"one f lesh" and f o r thi s un i on ( 'what God hath j o i n e czl 
togetJi er") "not to b e put asunde r by man (vs 6) . " 

This is the Christian ideal qf iirri~g.e . It is a h i gh 
princ iple for which all of us should strive j ust as it is 
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God's ideal of -~r~i~s~t- ·~ ~-- ..._...,._ that we "si n not" one 
time, aorist tense 

ySS.7olf----'")~ Christ was saying, "True, Moses permitted divorce; but 
that was a ~onc ession in view of a lost ideal. The ideal of 
marriage i s to be found in the unbreakable, pe rfect union of 
Adam and Eve . That is what God meant marriage to be." 

2 • 

(The Gospel of Matthew, William Barc lay, pg 221 ) 
Mark and Luke's account makes the ideal even more 

rig id . Their accounts make prohibition of divorce absolute! 
They allow no exceptions, not even "fornic ation " or adul t ery 
as Christ i s quoted as allowing in Matthew's a ccount . 

Therefore, it is obvious that we are dealin with a 
high and lofty ideal of marriage. Anything less would be 
unworthy of God. His goal for all of us in everything is 
perfection. 'Be ye therefore PERFECT, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect" (Mat thew 5:48 . 

n verse lll Christ said, "All men cannot receive this 
saying, except those to whom it is given." 

What Jesus is real l y saying is this--Only the Christian 
can accept the Christian ethic. Only the man who as the 
continual help of Jesus Christ and the continual g u i d a nce o f 
the Holy Sp i r i t can bui l d up t he pe r s ona l relation s h ip wh i c h 
the ideal o f marri a g e dema nds . Only by the help o f Jes u s 
Christ can a man develop the sympathy, the understa nding , 
the forgiving spirit, the considerate love, wh i ch true 
marriage requires. Without the help of Jesus Christ these 
things a r e p lainly impos siple. The Christian ideal of 
marriage i nv olves the prereguis it~ tha t t he partners to 
marria g e a r e Christ ian . (The Go s pe l o f Mat t hew , William 
Barclay , pg. 227 ) 

3. An Ideal is a Principle--not a Law. 
Of the Sabbath the Bible says, "In it thou shalt not do 

any work" xodus 20:1). In point of fact we know that a 
complete ces sat i on o f wor k was never possible i n any 
civil i zation. In an agricultural civilization cattle ha d 
s t i ll t o b e t e nde d, a nd cows had to b e mi l ked no matter what 
the day was . In a developed civilization certain publ ic 
services must go on, or transport will stand s t ill, wat er, 
and light, and heat wil l not be available. 

A principle can never be quoted as a final law; a 
principle must always be applied to the individual 
situa tion , a s God Himself would hav e i t to be a pplied. 
Gos pe l o f Ma tthew , Will i am Barclay, pg . 230 ) 

(The 

4 . APPLICATION: 
(1) Beyond all doubt t he ideal is that marriage should be 

( 2) 
an indissoluble uni on between two people. 
But life is not, and never can be, a completely tid¥ 
and or der ly bus iness . Into life there is bound to c ome 
sometimes the ele me nt of the unpredictable and the 
unf oreca s t a b le. (Th e Gospel of Matthew , Wi lliam 
Barclay , pg . 230 ) 

While facing l ife and marriage realistically, the 
ideal of marr iag e i s ever p r esent to cha l lenge us to 
s trive for t he best . 
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--BRIDGE: Having seen the ideal of marriaqe let's consider the 
reality of divorce f rom a Christia n perspectiv e . 

I. REASONS FOR DIVORCE 
--Matthew 19:3 (Pharisees) "Is it lawful for a man to put away 

his wife for every cause (for any reason)?" 

"Wnen a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it 
come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, bec ause he 
hath found some uncleanness in her, then let him wri te h e r a 
bill o f divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send h e r 
out of his house' (~uteronomy 24;~). The bill of divorce-
ment was a simple, one-sentence statement that the husband 
dismissed his wife. (The Gospel of Matthew, F i lliam Barcl¼ £P 
pgs. 217 -2 1 8 ) fp_,-vt +o Dt!v-r- ,-1.f':J '' tf; ~ ~ ... (_3 f,-w-s-) .;'l:,ui ... 

--some Reasons for divorce in Old Testament times: --r-r-~« 
--"If she finds no favor in his eyes" (Deuteronomy 24 : 1 ) 
1. Unbound hair 
2. Spoke to men in the streets 
3. Spoke disrespectfully of her in-laws 
4. If her voice could be heard in the next house 
5. (Rabbi Akiba) If her husband found a woman whom he liked 

better, and c ons i dered more b eauti f ul (" no f avor in his 
e yes") . 

6 . If her cooking did not please him 
--Therefore, when Christ answered their trick question He 

immediately held up the original ideal of marriage from 
which they had dri fted so far. 

--BRIDGE: What about toda y? What have sociologists and 
others discovered today a s reas ons fo r d i vorce? 
1. Mobility. One out of three families in which the 

hus band is unde r thirty- five moves each y e a r. This 
tends to breed insecurity and instability. 

2. The depersonalization of human beings in our 
computer i zed soc i e t y . The resultant loneliness, 
aimlessness, frustra tion, despair, and self-pity are 
cert a inly not c onduc ive to s u cce ssful marriages. 

3 . The sexual revolution. Premarital and extramarital 
affairs <ire among tbe roost '3g;1i;l,l~r and destructive f orces 
attacking marriage t oday. 

( ,rt --ILLUS: READ newspaper articles as edited. VI ~ .., 



I. R EASONS FOR DIVORCE 

(t..1 

{ 4. Affluence. Our materialistic culture practically 
~ eliminates the meaningful interpersonal relationships 

necessary for a happy home. 
t,1 5. Growing permissiveness in training children. We are 

producing an undisciplined generation of young people 
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1 who are poorly equipped to establish successful homes. 
V 6. Radio and TV . Their shallow portrayals of love and 

their addictive tyranny of time make an effective home 
life most difficult. 

7. Spiritual disorder. The underlying reason for most of 
the disharmony we observe in Christian marriages today 
is spiritual disorder in one or more of the persons 
involved. (Marriage Is For Love, Richard Strau~s pqs, 
10 & 23), 

--Other reasons offered are: 
1. Incompatibility ("Income" "patibility") 
2. Finances 
3. I mmaturity 
4. Alcohol and other drug abuse 
5. Lack o f communicat i on 
6. Cruelity 

II. REMEDY FOR DIVORCE 
--NOTE: The d i vorce process begins long before the actual 

decision to obtain a legal divorce. Wh a t are some things 
that can be done to prevent divorce. 
1. Seek God's Will In Choosing a Partner 

--[I Corint hians 6 : 1 (KJV) "Be ye not unequally yoked 
to~ether with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion 
hath light with darkness?" 

2. Take Time To Know Whom You are Marrying 
r - NOTE : Marriage is most likely to be successful after a 

fairly long a c quaintanc eshi p , and when two people really 
know the background from which each of them comes. The 
better two people know each other , and the more circum
stances in which they have seen each other, the more 
likely marriage is to s u cceed. (The Gospel of Matthew, 
William Barclay, pg. 225) 

3. Maintain Reasonable Expectations 
--NOTE : On our first anniversary Elizabeth and I realized l that the first year had been much better than we had 

expected. We had heard so much about ehe first year 
being the hardest. 

· Many times we have had to revise our expectations. 
No frogs ever turned to princes but we have become much 
better frogs at times. The years have been much like 
the first one, except we have both been amazed at how 
helpful we have become to each other in achieving our 
goals as persons. We are still revising our expecta
tions of each other and of marriage. It's fun. 

4. Share Similar Values 
--NOTE : Feelings about what is important in life always 

exist. They relate to our jobs, children, friends, 
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church and society. You had better decide before you 
are married what is and what is not important. 

s. Be Flexible 
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--NOTE: Couples who are married to their ideas, more 
than to each other, stand a good chance of getting 
divorc ed . Paul said it succinctly in his classic 
sect i on on love : "Love does not insist on its own way" 
(I .Cor. 13:7, RSV). 

6. communicate 
--NOTE: Without communication walls are built, instead o f 

bridges . Each, must avoid destructive manners o f 
communi cat i on s uc h a s criticism, destructive labeling, 
and esp e c i a lly prolonged silences. (Is Th is Divorce 
Rea lly Ne cessar y?, Lofton Hudson, pgs . 27 , 28 , & 29, # 's 
3 , 4, 5 , & 6 ) 

--POEM: To keep your marriage brimming 
With love in the loving cup, 
Whenever you're wrong, admit it 
Whenever you're right, shut up. 

- - Ogden Nash 
7. Resolve Your Conflicts Quickly 

--Ephesians 4:26a "Let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath. ' 

--ILLUS: 
a. Value Your Marriage Enough To Shield It 

--NOTE: Shield it from destructive influences. These may 
be · -laws, affairs and flirtations , a nd even children. 

In-laws and affairs are he two most common enemie s 
o f marr i age s. 

- -In-laws who would interfere could well u se the ir e nergy 
in strengthening the ir own marr iages . (Is This Divorce 
Really Nec ess ary?, Lofton Hudson, pgs . 30- 31) 

--Affairs--You had better count the cost before you get 
involv ed. Affairs carry a lifelong payment plan. 

--ILLUS: Recent Experience 
9 . Remain Mindful Of and Meet Each Others Needs 

( 1 ) The man's five most basic needs in marriage are: i 1. Sexual fulfillment 
2 . Recreational companionsh i p 
3. An attractive spouse 
4. Domestic support 
5 . Admiration 

( 2 ) The 
1. 

\\ / 2 . 
y 3 . 

woman's five most basic need in ma riage are.;, ,, 
Affection ·• .g -lllid y40 -l>i4 + :r J., Yo" "" .,.,, :z:. -"'1-,iu,-'>W · · · 
Conversation 
Honesty and openness 

4 . Financial support 
5 . Family commitment (His Needs , Her Needs, 

Willard F . Harley, Jr. , pg. 10 ) 
--BRIDGE : Let's face it. There are some divorces for 

whic h there i s no r emedy . Divorces do happen! Our 
concern then is with recovery. 
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--Psalm 147:3 "He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up 
their wounds." 

--NOTE: For many, the question is not, "Is there life after 
death?" But, "Is there life after divorce?" The answer is, 
"yes!" 

--Here are some suggestions for recovery from divorce made by 
Jim Smoke in Growing Through Divorce: 
1. Realize that time is a healer and ou must walk throu h 

that rocess one da No one can walk through 
it for you. We all live by the clock. We alternately 
try to save time and waste time. Man divorced ersons 
want to know how long it will take to get over their 
divorce and the many hurts experienced in it. liow long 

r~· will it be before I feel good, whole, and together 
again? How long does it take to fall in love? How long 
does it take to fall out of love? 

It all takes t· e! For some a short amount, for 
others a long time. Some heal quickly and forget 
easily. Others heal slowly and never forget. Decide 
for yourself right now that yo ill take all the time 
you need to let go of old things and build new things-
that you will not become impatient but will understand 
that this is a new growing experience for you. 

2. Come to grips with yourself. You can't deny your 
existence no matter how frustrated, lonely, guilty, 
angry or desperate you may feel. Affirm yourself as a 
person of worth who is loved by God. 

3. set aside time for reflection, meditation, reaaing, 
thinking and persona l growth. There are many situations 
around you that you will be powerless to change. But 
you can always work on changing yourself. Allow 
yourself some time to do this. 

4. Get with healthy people who are struggling but growing. 
There is only minimal comfort in hearing other peoples' 
divorce stories while you are going through yours. At 
first it may be a help but it soon becomes a bore. 
Health eo le are those who let the ast die and who ~ 
live and grow in the present. ~ - ' f:°01Cf~ t•f . . .. Rt;f(,/,twf ·· · 

s. Seek professional counseling if you feel you need it. 
Asking for help is a sign of strength. not weakness. 
First Baptist Church San Angelo offers divorce recovery 
seminars. 

6. Accept the fact that you are divorced (or divorcing) and 
now single. 

7. ,,Put the past in the past and 1 i ve in the present. "4,/ I 11 

--~ is the day the Lord has made; .I. ,vi/I Rejole(.._l>e9 ,.., ¥, 
8. Commit your new way to God, BEGIN AGAIN. 

--Trusting God with your future does not mean that it will 
be free of troubles and problems. It does mean that you 
have someone to take the troubles and problems to when 
they happen. It does not always mean that you will like 
what is happening but it does mean you can trust God 
with what is happening. 
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- -Psalm 37:5 " Commit thy way unto the Lord ; t rust also in 
Him; and He s h a ll bring it to pass .' 

Society has a way of looking at Divorce and 
spelling it F-A-I-L-U-R-E. 

We somehow will give peopl e 
the right to fail in .business , i n school , in careers, 
b u t not in marriage. The contem orar church, i n 
particular, has looked upon divorce as the unforg ivable 
sin while preaching t hat man is not perfect, must live 
wit h his humanity and h as t h e freedom to fail. A 

.divorced person has enough of a struggle living with his 
own weigh t of judgment without having that weight added 
to by ot hers and especially the c hurch which is supposed 
to be in the business of redeeming people. (Growing 
Through Divorce, Jim Smoke , pgs. 18-19 & 27 , 65) 

IV . RESPONSE TO DIVORCE (The church's ) 
--John 8:3-4 & 10-11 (KJV) vs . 3 "And the scribes and 

Pharisees brought unto Him a woman taken in adultery ; a nd 
when they had set her i n the midst ," 

--vs. 4 " il'hey say unto Him , Master , thi s woman was t aken ir,i 
adultery, in the very act." 

--iVs. 10 "Wh:en Jesus had l ifted up Hi mself, and saw none but 
e woman, He said unto her, Woman, where are those thine 

accusers? hath no man c ondemned thee? " 
--vs. 11 "She s"a i d, No man , Lord. And Jesus said unto her, 

Neither do I condemn t hee: o, and sin no more ." 
cv7 - -NOTE: Suppose, then, that two people e nter into the 

marriage relationship; suppose they do so with the highest 
hopes and the highest ideals; and then suppose that 
something unaccountable goes wrong, and that that 
relationship which should be life's greatest joy becomes 
hell upon earth. 

Suppose all available help is called in to mend this 
broken and terrible situation. Suppose the doctor i s calle d 
i n to deal with phys ical things; the psychiatri st to deal 
with psychological things; the priest or the minister to 
deal with spiritual things. Suppose the trouble still is 
there. 

Are then these t wo people to be told that they a r e f or 
ever fettered to ether in a situation which cannot do othe r 
than bring a ifeti me o f miser to both? It is extre mely 
difficult to see how such reasoning can be cal l ed Chris tia n; 
it is extremely hard to see Jesus legalistically condemning 
two people to any such situation. (The Gospel of Matthew, 
William Barclay, pgs . 230-231) 
1 . A Christian Response 

-- ohn 8:11:C "Neithe r do I c ondemn t hee ." 
- -NOTE : This i s not to say that divorce s hou ld be made 

easy , but it i s to s a y that when all the physic al a nd 
mental and spiritual resources have been brought to bear 
on such a situation, and the situation remains incurable 
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-~n;r;us: Simon the Pharisee felt that Jesus was somehow 
condoning Mary's past by letting her be accepted into 
His fellowship, and did not hesitate to voice his 
opinion, which met with a firm but incisive rebuke from 
the Master. I seems appropriate to ask whether this 

ry may not speak to the modern church a out ho it 
should react to divorce d pers ons who g e nuine ly seek to 
love and be loved in the church. It is impossible to 
cold shoulder them and maintain a Christian stance. 

2. A Realistic Response 
--NOTE: It often happens that the things which wreck 

marriage are in fact the things which the law cannot 
touch. A man in a moment of passion and failure of 
control commits adul tery, and he may well spend the rest 
of his life in shame and in sorrow for what he did. 
That he should ever repeat his sin is the least likely 
thing in the world. 

On the other hand a man may be a model of rectitude 
in public; to commit adultery might well be the last 
thing that he would do; and yet by a day-to-day sadistic 
cruelty, a day-to-day selfishness, a day-to-day 
criticism and sarcasm and mental cruelty, he may make 
life a hell for those who live with him; and he may do I.LL(.1$'.; 
it with callous deliberation. Many a man and many a f>A-smsllti/e. 
woman wreck the marr iage relatio~ship, and yet p:esent,.4,10~,..,, +o 
to the outer world a fron~ o~ unimpeachable rectitude. Chv4 ~. 
(The Gospel of Matthew, William Barclay, pgs. 231-232) 

3. A ~ovi ng Response 
--BUT WHAT ABOUT REMARRIAGE? 

Jesus went a step further in His determination to 
put people before rules. He defied man's legalism in 
regard to plucking g rain and healing on the Sabbath 
(Mark 2:23-3:6). It was then that He made the classic 
and pivotal remark: "The Sabbath was made for the sake 
of man and not man for the Sabbath." 

This applies to all rules and laws and 
institutions. What do they do for man? Do they serve 
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him, help him find a rich life, contribute to his well
being? If not, they have failed. 

The application of this to divorce and remarriage 
seems evident Lofton Hudson says, "If Jesus were here 
today facing our marital situations I have no doubt that 
He would say, 'Not only is it right for some to remarry 
after they have been divorced, it is downright wrong for 
them to stay single if they have a good opportunity to 
remarry.'" ('Til Di vorce Do Us Part, Lofton Hudson, pg. 
56) 

CON: Is there life after divorce? Yes, there is and it is 
found in Christ and through His church ~h.ti esponds to human 
need as He did. 

" 




