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WEDNESDAY MARCH 24, 1993 

INTRO: 
..J.. .,,,i,,~~ {Dv,twt10J-~ RflGNq 

(1) Share Your Salvation Experience M.J ,,,---, -,.,.~. -

(2) Share Answered Prayer Experience I r r, (~ R I ... 'JJeM,~ CR. ~ 
MATTHEW 18:19-20 (KJV) 
--vs. 19 "Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching 

any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven." 

--vs. 20 "For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them." 

--Barclay's Notes: 

I! that is to be taken literally, and without any 
condition or qualification, it is manifestly untrue. Times 
without nun1ber two people have agreed to pray for the 
physical or the spiritual welfare of a loved one-and their 
prayer has not, in the literal sense, been answered. Times 
without number God's people have agreed to pray for the 
conversion of their own land or the , conversion of the 
heathen and the coming of the Kingdom, and even yet 
that prayer is far fron1 being fully answered. People do 
agree to pray-and they do pray desperately-and they 
do not receive that for which they pray. There is no 
point in refusing to face the facts of the situation, and 
nothing but harm can result from teaching people to expect 
that which does not happen. But when we come to see 
what this saying of Jesus means, there is a precious depth 
of meaning in it. 

(i) ...,....,.,'"'= and foremost, it means that pray_er must 
e~er oe selfisfi, and that selfish prayer cannot find an 

answer. We are not meant to pray for our needs, thinking 
of nothing and no one but ourselves; we are meant to 
pray as members of a fellowship, in agreement, remembering 
that life and the world are not arranged for us as individuals, 
but for the fellowship as a whole. It would often happen 
that, if our prayers were ans·wered, the prayers of someone ~Jli,l,6-1#' 
else would be disappointed. Often our prayers for our ~,ni:;

success would necessarily involve someone else's failure. 
Effective prayer must be the prayer of agreement, from 
which the element of a selfish concentration on our own 
needs and desires has been quite cleansed away. 

/" 



(ii) \Vhen prayer is unselfish, it is always answered. 
But here as everywhere we must remember the oasic 
_w of prayer; that law is that in prayer we rece1-ve, not 

the answer which we desire, but the answer which God 
m His wisdom and His lo1Le kno...ws to be best. Simply 
because we are human beings, with human hearts and human 
fears and t.llm.an hopes and human desires, most of our 
i')rayea are prayers for escape. We pray to be saved 
from some trial, some sorrow, some d1sappoin!:Inent,. 
some hurting and difficult situation. P. .. nd always God's 
answer is not the offer of escape, but of victory. God 
does not give us escape from a human situation; He 

(]) en I what we cannot understand; He 
(j; -====-=:;:;_;::.:::..;;:==~ what without Him would be unendur
{j) able; He enables us to ace hat without Him would be 

beyond all facing; He gives us a wisdom to deal with 
things which without Him we could not possess. The 
perfect example of all this is Jesus in Gethsemane. Jesus 
prayed to be released from the dread situation which 
confronted Him; He was not released from it; but He 
was given power to meet it. to endure it, and to conquer it. 
When we pray unselfishly, God sends His answer-but 
the answer is always His answer-not necessarily ours. 

(iii) Jesus goes on to say that here two or three are 
gathered in His name, He is there in the midst of them. 
The Jews themselves had a saying, "Where two sit and 
are occupied with the study of the Law, the glory of God 
is among them." We may take this great promise of Jesus 
into two spheres with us. 

(a) We may take it into tne 511here f the CJiurch. Jesus 
is just as much present in the little congregation as He is in 
the great mass meeting. He is just as much present atthe 
Prayer Meeting or the Bible Study Circle with their handful 
of people as He is in the crowded arena. Jesus Christ is 
not the slave of numbers. He is there wherever faithful 
hearts meet, however few they may be, for He gives all of 
Himself to each individual person. 

(b) We may take it into the §Phere of the home. One of the 
earliest interpretations of this saying of Jesus was that 
ihe two or three are father, mother, and child, and that it 
means that Jesus is there, the unseen guest in every home. 



eat occasion. 

Affirm The Presence of God --~ ~~,.£.-~ 
--Matthew 18:20 (above] ''ro~ ay~~ .-:t: = ~~-~ /ff~ :;~1/ 

- Confess Our Sins ~ 
--1 John 1 :9 (KJY) "If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." 

-Thank God 
--Phil. 4:6b (KVJ) "With thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known unto God." 

S - Supplication ,, 
--Ephesians 6:18a "Praying always with all prayer and ;j}J-
supplication." <..: .~,..,,,.,.~..,... 

Prayer - Requests 
Prayer - Time 
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