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CHILDLIKENESS 

Matthew 18:1-4 

Intro; JESUS IS TALKING TO MEN FAR REMOVED FROM 
WQBJ SHIFTY, CALCULATING, HARD-BOILED, PLACE

SEEKERS, JOB-HUNTERS , RAINBOW-CHASERS. 
JESUS WAS IN THE BU INES F ESTABLISHING A KINGDOM. 

THESE MEN HAD ENOUGH CONFIDENCE IN HIM TO BE THAT 
HIS VENTURE WOULD SUCCEED. THEIR OBSE IO IS AS TO SIZE. 

CHANCE HAVE THEY FOR THE BIGGEST PLACES? 
YE TURN AND BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN, YE SHALL IN NO 

WISE ENTER INTO THEKINGDOM OF 
THEM: "IF YOU ARE TO GET ANY SORT OF POSITION IN MY KINGDOM, 
INDEED, IF YOU ARE TO GET INSIDE THE KINGDOM AT ALL, YOU MUST 
BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN. 0 HR E 
BLESSINGS AND SALVATION HE HAS TO BESTOW , HE SAYS : "YOU MUST 
GO BACK TO THE HEART OF A CHILD. 
REQUISITE FOR CHRIST-LIKENESS. 

I. THE C 
--Vss. 1-3 
1. Sternl Rebukes Selfish Ambition 

--Vs. 1 The road of selfish ambition does not l ead to 
the Kingdom of God!) 

(1) Because it blinds to spiritual trut hs 
17 

Only .i verses earlier Christ speaks of 
of establishing His Spiritual Kingdom. But 
selfish ambition so gripped the disciples' 
souls that they were blinded to the truth. 

(2) Because it blocks others f rom entering God' s 
Kingdom 

--Vs. 1 
Selfish ambition led these men to use time 

debating about personal status when they could 
have been witnessing. 

2. Is A Definite Command 
- -Vs. 3b 'an ecome as •.• 

(1) Which has eternal implications 
--Vs. 3c ( "ye shall not enter ••• ") 

(2 ) Which can be met by all 
If the command were for money, position, 

works, purity, worthine_ss, etc.-- not all coul d 
meet its demands. But this command leaves al l 
without excuse. 



frgm the 
--Vs. 2-3a ( "and Jesus called ••• and said.") 

(1) Who knows your inward heart 
--Luke 9:46-47 "Then there arose a reasoning among 

them, which of them be greatest. And 
Jesus PERCEIVING the thought of their heart, 
took a child and set him by him." 

He knows your inward attitudes, and motives, 
and pride. 

2) can establish for 
salvation 

Since He alone paid the price for salvation, 
He has the sole right to establish the condi
tions. 

II. OE 
--vs. 4 

[ here are many undesirable characteristics of 
childishness-- ut to these He is not referring; 
to childlikeness. What are some of these desirable 
characteristics? 
Humilit 

--Vs. 4 

2. 

Many are those who are unsaved today because 
they are too proud to admit their need of salvatior 
They will never enter the Kingdom of God until 
have loosed themselves from the burden of pride. 

(1) Which confesses your own unworthiness 
--Gen. 32:lOa (Jacob demonstrated this spirit) "I 

am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, 
and of all t he truth, which thou hast shewed 
unto thy servant. " 

Publican praying be merciful to me a 
sinner." 

(2) Which moves God to impart grace 
--James 4 :6b "God resisteth the proud, but giveth 

grace to the humble." 
-- TT T ;(Publican) X " I tell you, this man went down 

to house justified rather than the other." 
(Luke 18:14) , , , 

--Psalm 116:6a "The Lord preserveth the simple." 
There is no worship of in a child ' s 

heart, no veneration of titles, no reverence for 
wardrobes, no respect for worldly pomp and splendot 
Children estimate life on the basis of reality and 
simplicity. Christ says except you have a child 's 
simplicity, you cannot enter the Kingdom. 



3. 

, .. ... 

(1) Which that God accepts all men on equal bas is 
--Rom. 10 : 12 "For there is no difference between 

Jew and the Greek : for the same Lord over all 
is rich unto all that call upon him. " 

Shorty and my eating, playing, etc., in 
his house. 

(2) Which makes nothing difficult out of salvation 
--Rom. 10 : 13 "For whosoever shall .call upon the 

of the Lord shall be saved. 11 

10 : 15 "Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not 
receive the Kingdom of God as a child, he 
shall not enter 

Children are not skeptics. Childhood is the , 
period of perfect trust. Faith is as natural to 

'!"" a child as light is to the sun. He is to be pi tiec 
who has wandered so far from childhood trust as to 
become suspicious of everybody and everything. 

(1) Which ACCEPTS Christ as your personal Saviour 
"These are written, that ye might 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye life thn: 
His name." 

--Acts "Whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins." 

--Acts 16 : 3la "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved." 

(2) Which GIVES yourself to Him 
--Isa. 12:2a God is my 

trust, and not be afraid." 
Hardshell Baptist girl 

salvation ; I will 

and Dad on 

III. THE QT JKfNfSS 
--Vs. 3 ( "converted") 

--Vss; l 4 
moment these disciples were t alking like 

unconverted men. They were seeking status symbols, 
and positions. Their sense of values became warpec 
and twisted. 

(1) Because a new object of love 
--I John 4:19 love him, because he first loved 

us. 
After encountering the redeeming love of 

Christ, you cannot but elevate the things of 
God to first place in your life. 



2. 

John 2 :15a "Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. II 'rlllx-,, ..J .,, 

(2) Because the true worth of things are grasped 
--Luke 12 :15b "Take heed and beware of coyetousness 1 

for a man ' s life consisteth not in the abundanc 
of the things which he possesseth. " 

--Exeg: Christ repeats essentially the same truth 
to these disillusioned 

to me to live is Christ.'' 
Formerly for Paul, "for me to live is self " 

(1) Which is to glorify God 
--Rom. 15 : 6 "That ye may with one mind and one 

mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. " 

This new purpose is totally unselfish. Not 
"who is but may I glorify God 
the most" 
a New PJ o 

--Luke 23 :43 "And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say 
thee, Today shalt thou be with me , in paradise. " 

--Exeq; What could thi s dying thief do? He could trust 
of humility for his sins, and trust in Christ, 

conversion was experienced and his eternal destiny 
was changed in a moment. 

(1) Which is free from all suffering 
21:4 "And God shall wipe away all tears from 

their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shal l ther, 
be any more pain; for the former things are 
passed away. " 

(2) Which is r eserved only for those who love the Lord 

\ 
-I Peter l : 3b-4 "He hath begotten us to an in

heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you. " 

vi sit 
three or four race-track gamblers. 
godless, but somewhat interesting men, and this young man, who 
himself had been wandering from the training of his youth, 
became familiar with them. a little 
boy was put on the car and 
Pullman conductor. 
berth for the boy. 
across the aisle from the boy ' s berth. Pre5ept)y ±be 



out in his nightdress and, first looking ti idly up and down 
the aisle, knelt to say his prayers. At once the 
ceased from their loud conversation an remove in 
reverential pose. The oun man felt alum in his throat as 
he looked at the praying child. WhaJ; 
of a child had carried them all back to their Bethel. 

entered the ministry and became a well
known preacher of the gospel. Thus was fulfilled the 
of the Bible, "And a little child shall lead t em' 



--REVIVING POWER ....... 
wounded, rebuffed, and 

finally embittered and God-rejecting old misel 
coming into his cabin and mourning the loss 
his hoard of gold, was stooping to push the 
logs together--when to his blurred vision it 

as were gold on the floor in 
front of the hearth. d 
come back again. 1 • but he 
out his hand to seize the metallic treasure, 
his hand touched the soft golden curls of a 
little child who had crawled from its dead 
mother ' s arms in the snow outs ide to the 
of the fire. At first Silas thou ht it was 
his sister--whom as a child he had carried 
about in his arms, in the long ago- -

,, had a dreamy feeling that this 
c ild was somehow a message come to him from 
that far-off life; it stirred fibres t hat had 
not been moved for many a year, old quivering: 
of tenderness, old impressions of awe 8-4; 

of some Power presiding over his 
life." 

The olden- haire child had come- -as 
another child has come and will come--to lead 
the gloomy man out from his false self and 
back to his real self. 
But a little child led him. ou wonder 
that when God came to seek and to save the 
lost, he came as a little child? 
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