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A RELIGION OF A SOUND MIND 

Scripture: Matthew 17:1-9 14-21 

I. 
17 :1-3 9 

Which gives a our religion 
--Exegesis vs, l: Just prior, Matt. 16:21-28, the disciples' 

hearts had been made by the announcement of the 
impending sufferings and death of their Lord. Christ 
gives them a by sharing with them a vision of 
glory yet to be ! 

--Illus: Paul's relation to Christ started with vision. 
Which sheds "light" upon our Saviour 
--Exegesis vs, 2: The disciples learned truths about Christ 

hitherto unknown. For the first time 1n their lives they saw 
him in his preincarnate glory! They learned of his relation 
to the law (Moses) and the prophets (Elijah). 

--Note: To be piUed that person whose religion is void 
of the "visionary f 11 

II. ICE H 
--Matt. 11 :4-8 
1. Which is not the voice of man 

--Matt. 17:4 
2. Which 1s the voice of God 

--Matt. 17:5 
3. Which removes any cause for fear 

--Matt. 17:6-7 
calls attention to Jesus 

--Matt. 17:8 
--Exegesis: From point on, they remembered that Jesus 

alone was the one whom they were to call men to follow. 

III. o 
--Matt. 17:14-21 

Which calls us into the mass of humanity 
--Matt. 17:14 

The "vision" and the "voice" necessary, 
but needs of men were the valley below. 

2. '.A!hich results in the release of men 
--Matt. 17 :18 
--Illus: Scores of those about you are spiritually imprisoned 

by unbelief, greed, fear, !onliness and 
disillusionment. 

3. Which an unfaltering faith 
--Matt. 17 :20 

Real Faith, although be as inconspicuous 
as a "mustard seed" move a "mountain." 
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A RELIGION OF A SOUND MIND 

Scripture: Matthew 17:1-9 and 14-21 

I. There Is a VISION to Be Seen 
--Matt. 17:1-3 and 9 
1. Which gives a II lift II to our religion 

--Exegesis vs. 1: Just prior, Matt. 16:21-28, the disciples' hearts 
had been made heavy by the announcement of the impending 
sufferings and death of their Lord. Now Christ gives them a 
"lift" by sharing with them a vision of His glory yet to be! 

--Illus: Paul's relation to Christ started with vision. 
2. Which sheds "light" upon our Saviour 

--Exegesis vs. 2: The disciples learned truths about Christ hitherto 
unknown. For the first time in their lives they saw him in his 
preincarnate glory! They learned of his relation to the law (Moses) 
and the prophets (Elijah) • 

--Note: To be pitied is that person whose religion is void of the 
"visionary!" 

II. There Is a VOICE To Be Heard 
--Matt. 17:4-8 
1. Which is not the voice of man 

--Matt. 17:4 
2. Which is the voice of God 

--Matt. 17:5 
3. Which removes any cause for fear 

--Matt. 17:6-7 
4. Which calls attention to Jesus 

--Matt. 17:8 
--Exegesis: From this point on, they remembered that Jesus 

alone was the one whom they were to call men to follow. 

III. There Is a VOCATION To Be Entered 
17:14-21 

Which calls us into the mass of humanity 
--Matt. 17:14 
--Exegesis: The "vision" and the "voice" were necessary, but 

needs of men were in the valley below. 
2. Which results in the spiritual release of men 

--Matt. 17:18 
--Illus: Scores of those about are spiritually imprisoned by unbelief, 

greed, fear, anxiety, pride, loneliness and disillusionment. 
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3. Which requires an unfaltering faith 
--Matt. 17:20 
--Exegesis: Real Faith, although it be as inconspicuous as a 

"mustard seed" can move a "mountain." 

WHY SPEND TIME VISITING? 

Deuteronomy 31:12 

I. That others might hear 
--"that they may hear" 

II. That other might learn 
--"and that they may learn" 

III. That others might acknowledge the Lord 
--"and fear the Lord your God" 

IV. That other might obey His word 
--and observe to do all the words of the law" 

PREREQUISITES FOR EFFECTIVE VISITATION 

Topical Study 

I. A life yielded to Christ 
--Romans 12:1 "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 

that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. " 

II. A life of prevailing prayer 
--Acts 6:4 "But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to 

the ministry of the word!" 
III. A life saturated with the Word of God 

--Col. 3:16 "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom." 
--Psalm 119:11 "Thy word have I hid ••• " 

IV. A life 1anointed with the Holy Spirit 
--Eph. 5:18 "And be not drunk with wine wherein is excess; but be 

filled with the Spirit." 
V. A life filled with expectant faith 

--Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen." 
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VI. A life devoted to the glory of the Lord 
- - Col. 3: 17 "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do a 11 in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. " 

SOME BIBLE EXAMPLES OF VISITATION 

John 3:1-21 "Visitation at Midnight" or "Visitation in Reverse" 

Sometimes the prospect comes to us, rather than our going to him. Such 
is this experience of Christ. 

I. A description of the "prospect" 
1. Religious 
2. Moral integrity and unrightness 
3. Professional success and attainment 
4. Spiritually dissatisfied 

II. The method used by Jesus 
--Notice that Christ was not disturbed by the importance of Nicodemus. 
l. Came directly and immediately to the point of Nicodemus' need 
2. Explained an essential doctrinal truth (new birth) 

(1) The necessity of it 
a. To understand the Kingdom of God {vs. 
b. To enter the Kingdom of God (vs. 5) 

(2) The nature of it 
a. Not to be fully understood 
b. A birth of the Spirit 
c. A second birth ("again") 

(3) The means of receiving it 
a. Not through goodness or merit 
b. Through faith in the Son of Man who is to be "lifted 

up" for the salvation of the world. 
3. He patiently leads the inquirer into understanding 
4. He asserts truth--does not debate or argue 
5. He uses simple illustrations to demonstrate spiritual truths 

(1) Birth = salvation experience 
(2) Wind = work of the Holy Spirit 
(3) Serpent lifted up in wilderness = manner of Christ's death 

III. Results of this visit 
l. Nicodemus defends Jesus--John 7: 50-51 
2. Nicodemus helps to prepare the body of Jesus--John 19:39-42 
3. Nicodemus became a "secret disciple" of Jesus? 
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John 4:5-42 "Visitation at Midday" or "Visitation Along the Way" 

I The situation 
1. Time: Noon Jewish time, "the sixth hour" 
2. Place: Jacob's well, one mile from Sychar 
3. Circumstance: There was a moral and spiritual compulsion placed 

on Jesus. "He must NEEDS go through Samaria" (vs. 4). 
II. A description of the "prospect" 

1. A Samaritan--mixture of races 
2. A fallen woman, alone 
3. An inquiring heart 

III. The method used by Jesus 
1. He ignored sound customs of the day (vs. 7) 
2. He disregarded racial prejudice (vs. 9) 
3. He established a "point of contact" with the woman ("water") 
4. Obligated himself to her (vs. 7) 
5. Lead her from point of contact to a stimulation of spiritual 

interest (vss. 10-14) 
6. Brought her face to face with her sin (vss. 16-19) 
7. Asserted deep spiritual truths but did not argue (vss. 20-24) 
8. Revealed himself to her as the Messiah (vss. 25-26) 

IV. Results of the visit 
1. Surprise, 2 • Kindness 3. Perplexity vs. 11, 
4. Evasion and confession vss. 17 and 19, 
5. Spiritual yearning vss. 15 and 25, 
6. Zeal to share the message of Christ vs. 28, 
7. Wisdom in her message vs. 29, 
8. Her testimony served a s starting point for others' faith, 
9. Others believed vss. 39-42. 

Acts 8:26-40 "Reaping in the Desert" 

I. A strange command (vs. 26a) 
II. An unpromising field (vs. 26b) "the same was desert" 

III. A prompt response vs. 27a "and he arose and went" 
IV. A challenging opportunity (vss. 2 7-28) one of "great authority" 
V. A divine direction (vs. 29) "the Spirit said ••• " 

VI. An awakening question (vs. 30) 
VII. An honest answer (vs. 31a) 
VIII. A hungry heart (vss. 31b and 34) 
IX. An open Bible (vss. 32-33) 
X. A faithful witness (vs. 35) 

XI. A scriptural baptism (vss. 36-39) 
1. Which is a "believer's baptism" (vs. 37) 
2. Which is immersion (vss. 38-39) 
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XII. A resulting joy (vs. 39b) 
XIII. A converting testimony (vs. 40) 

SELECTED "STARTERS" FOR VISITATION 
DEVOTIONALS AND SERMONS 

A caution in visitation: 
Proverbs 25:17 "Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbors house; lest 

he be weary of thee, and so hate thee." 

Occasions for visitation: 
Matthew 25:36 "I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye 

came unto me." (Crises) 
Acts 15:36 "Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where 

we have preached." (Spiritual encouragement) 
James l:27a "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father 

is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction. " (Family 
needs) 

The call to visitation: 
Acts 16:9 "And a VISION appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a 

MAN of Macedonia, and prayed him saying, Come over into Macedonia 
and HELP us. " 

I. It is a call from GOD -- "vision" 
II. It is a call through MEN -- "man" 
III. It is a call for HELP -- "help us" 

Incentives for visitation: 
Matthew 9:36-10:1 
I. A compassion for people--(vs. 36) "He was moved with compassion" 

II. The scarcity of laborers -- (vs. 3 7) 
III. The call to prayer -- (vs. 38) 
IV. The promise of power -- (vs. 10:1) 


