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Another Look at the Church 
Matthew 16: 13-19 

(Fourth in a series off our sermons on Christi.alt Doctrine. Others in the series: 
"Another Look at God," "Another Look at Christ," and "Another Look PII C1t() 7u l?e. 

at the Holy Spirit") <"OJ.t,8~. . . 
Warren Wiersbe has said, "The gre test The glory of the church is no0 that it is 

wonder that God has on earth is the wonder of labeled with some denominational name. The 
His church." That statement would not have SP. o ft 1e church is not that it h~ a certain 
been made back in the sixties, for the sixties prea e , or that among its members are certain 
were difficult times for the church. The friendly outstanding citizens of the community. The 
critics shouted that the church needed to be glory of the church is not that it is good, or even 
renewed. The caustic critics said the church that it is good enough, but that it is Christ's 
needed to be buried. Yet, the church sunrived church. 
the.!!!!bulent sixties and moving into the nineties 
has new strength and new vitality. Therefore, 
Whl:11 (;Uii:iidelillg ih.-; Oa:sic Ov-:rri:n.;::; of L'Ul 
faith, we need to take another look at the church. 

We believe in the church. Since Jesus crune, 
the church has been, and always will be, at the 
center of God's redemptive work. It is God 's 
tool for carrying on His ministry of reconcilia
tion. 

But what do we believe about the church? 

,Aj.1-F .Found ;;;tA,,i"~ 
; I ~ ~ ~ ~ , 

~~::.:.,a,· "'!°1~ ~ We believe the churc has a foundation, that 
the foundation of the church is Jesus Christ 
Himself. Listen to what Jesus said in our text. 
" ou are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

church ... " 

Jesus didn't say it was Simon Peter's church. 
He didn't say it was the deacon's church, or the 
preacher's church. He didn't say He was going 
to establish the Baptist church or the Methodist 
church or the Catholic church. He said, "I will 
build my church ... " 

The church was conceived in the very mind 
uf God, ai ·· vl.iiii.-c:u by Gi .. ~~t ai Cuc:1>ru;;. .. r:,;.;;p
pi, and aunche.d 6y the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
At its oundat10 there is a rock which nothing 
in this world can shake, and that rock is Jesus. 

Fellowship 

Second, we believe that the church is a fel
lowship of people. It was to people Jesus was 
talking when He said, "Upon this rock I will 
build my church." 

The church is people, not a building. The 
church is a company, not a structure. The Greek 
word for church, ecclesia, appears in the cw 
Testament 114 times. It originally referred to the 
assembly of people called out of their homes and 
places of business to give consideration to mat
ters of public interest. Jesus adapted the word to 
refer to the new community of people He called 
out from the world to devote themselves to the 
work of God's kingdom. The church, then, is 
people. But not just ordinary people. 
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T 1e church is people who live under the not a preacher and if I moved to a new city, the 
Lordship of Christ. One of the images used in first thing I would do would be to find a Bible 
the New Testament to describe the church is the believing, Gospel preaching, Christ-centered, 

. The church, the Bible says, is the body of life affirming church on fire for the Lord, and I 
Christ. We see this idea in Romans 12:4-5, in l would join that church. Every Christian ought to 
Corinthians 12: 12, 27, in Ephesians 4:4, 12, and belon to some lo~al congre atio .f,,,be · ev JC-~ 
in Colossians 1:18. In each case it is clear that - f_di~~~lli~,.;4~ f i ' w. t lif-rtif -ft'V, ~ 
Christ is "head over all things for the church, Second, every 1st1an oug t to be faithful 
which is His body" (Eph. 1:23). What the head to that congregation of believers of which he is 
is to the physical body, Christ is to the church. a part. Some people see the church service like 

In the true sense of the word, the church is 
not a democracy but a Christocracy. It is the 
will of the people but.the will of God which is 
our guide e not f~e to do an thin we 
want to do as a church. Because Christ is the 
head of the body, because He is our Lord, we are 

ot free to do an thin which is contr to His 
will or which contradicts His word. The church 
is people who live under the Lordship of Christ. 

The church is a fe11owship of people living 
und the Lordship of Christ o join together 
· oc congregations to do the work of God. Of 
the J 4 times the word ecclesiaappears, 99 refer 
rto a local bod~ of believers. When the New 
Testament talks about the church, it is not talk
ing about the invisibl , universid body ofChrts-r, 
but ahou the local congregatipn of believers of 
which every Christian should be a part. 

The New Testament knows nothing about 
secret discipleship. 1e nature of the Christian 

· is such that either the 1sc1p es 11p w 1 I 
the secrecy or the secrecy will kill the dis
cipleship. A private dedication which does not 
manifest itself in public commitment is un
known in the New Testament. 

Neither does the New Testament know any-

a convention. Each family sends one delegate. 
Other people are stricken with the disease one 
man called morbus sabbaticus, better known as 
Sunday Sickness. Here are some of the 
symptoms of this rather common disease.Ct It 
never interferes with the appetite. It never af
fects the eyes, for the Sunday newspaper can still 
be read, and usually the television seems to help 
the eyes. No physician is ever called. No 
symptoms are felt on Saturday. The patient 
usually sleeps well and wakes up feeling fine. 
He eats a hearty Sunday breakfast, t the 
attack comes and lasts until about twelve. The 
patient then feels better and eats a solid lunch. 
After lunch, he takes a nap, then watches one or 
two pro football gan1es on TV. He may take a 
walk before supper, or talk with neighbors, or 
worlctn the-yai'd. flellStlally iuinu1oth-er a aek 
at about 5:00 or 6:00 on Sunday afternoon. 
Invariably, he wakes up ~ morning and 
mshes off to work feeling re r shed. 

The only cure for morbus sabbaticus is a 
renewed commitment to Christ and a deeper 
uesire to be a art of what He is do· g in thi 
world . ..£.:!:,:. /t'-,.., ..... ?J. 7i 1hr 

Third. every Christian ought to support the 
work of the local congregation of believers with 
his tithe. The work of God in this church is not 

,,, 

ing about "Lone Ranger" Christians. As a leg 
has no life apart from the body, as a branch has 
no life apart from the tree, as a bloom has no life 
apart from the stem, neither does a Christian 
have life apart from the fellowship of believers 
called the church. 

to be supported by raffles, by bazaars, by car "* "1o -nit!'!/ 
washes, or by ndowment, but by the free will-to fJt.lJt/;d., 
offerings of God's people who believe in God's 
work. We believe that every disciple of Jesus 
Christ will develop some systematic plan for 
giving to the local church so that the work of 

t------~-------------r God ca.11 continue on this earth. 
The church is a fellowship of believers, 

living under the Lordship of Christ, who have 
joined together in a local congregation to do the 
work of God. What does that mean? 

We believe the foundation of the church is 
Jesus Christ. We believe the church is a fellow

.-..-------'-~--'-------~ ship of believers who have gathered into a local 
First, every Crnistian ought to belong to 

some local congregation of believers. If I were 
congregation to do the work of God. 
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Function 

We be] ieve further that the church has a 
function. We are here for a purpose. We have a 
job to do. 

Notice what Jesus said in our text. t-0lo 
e dis_eiples::He as giYing to them the keys to 

tne::kffigdom. Wl:ia they bouna on earth would 
lie oound in heaven. Wliat they loosed on earth 

ould be loosed in heaven. 
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A third dimension is !iall~LWJ!ll or too long 
we have been interested only in the fact of a 
person's relationship with Christ, not in the 
depth and quality of that relationship. After Paul 
had preached at Derbe at the conclusion of his 
first missionary journey, the Bible says, " ey 
returned to Lystra and to lconium and to An
tioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples 
and encouraging them to continue in the faith" 
(Acts 14:21-22). That is the ministry of educa-
tion to which we must commit ourselves as a1 _ ;,. 
church. ;:~ B~II.. E~ F,,.,._,i/y ''all W..f!._-,..U,,,-. · · 
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~~?~F.~;l~~ al.111111 ~!~~~:JKftft! 
message that pulsates than the church. He didn ' t 
from the New Testa- give it to the P.T.A. He 

ment, the incredible ,.,.,·========='"''""'"'""="'· ""'"",::=_:;:,::""':,:""=''' ""',,;:;::""}'.""'i\""':::::""'\\\\\\""'!i!\\\!~:::j dCildunb't, goirvethiet tMo athseonLsi.onH'es challenge that in every - :,.,.,.,.,.,.,:,.::,.,.,:,., ·:,. ... , ... : · · · · · .. 
generation has once gave it to the church. And in 
again come to the church, is that the church is our faltering, human, half-successful way, the 
the mind through which Christ thinks, the fieart church of every generation has been fulfilling 
through which Christ loves, the voice through this function of preaching the gospel and win
'.vh ich Ch.ris t spea...~s, the 1- ~rls t!u-ough \Vhich 11!ng the lost and tr2inh1g the disciples ~~d heal--· 
Christ helps, the ody of believers through ing the brokenhearted and lifting up those who 
whom Christ works . are fallen. 

The church is to be an extension of the life 
and ministry of Jesus Christ, a ministry that 
encompasses three din1ensions . 

One dimension is evane;elism. Our primary 
task is to bring men and women into a saving 

Conclusion 

relationship with Jesus Christ. ,,. 3-!f Lt T-.it 'I i'lf/ to O #t,vd.., X 8eifeJt. ~~t~ I -tky /f'ev.vt h~ A1,t:f- JI., .. ,,.., ftl W ,,,.,e 

Dwight L. Moody was famous for the ex
perience, when, hearing that the world had yet 
to see what God could do through one man 
completely committed to Him, he fell on his 
knees and said, "Oh, God, help me to be that 
1nan." 

Another dimension is emancipation. We are 
to be liberating agents, busy freeing men and 
women from the physical, social, emotional, and 
psychological bondage of their lives. ~ne
times we must evangelize a person before we 
can emancipate him. Sometimes we must eman
cipate a person before we can evangelize him. 
Both elements--the vertical dimension and the 
horizontal dimension--are a part of the task of 
the church. 

I believe the real challenge we need to hear 
today is that the world has yet to see what God 
can do through one church fully committed to 
Him. And the response I pray for from the depth 
of my soul is for men and women of this church 
to come and kneel with your pastor before our 
Lord and say, "Oh, God, help us to be that 
church." 

{j) f ~.-1yeJe C-1&15 
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(Nineteenth and twentieth in a series of twenty-five sermon outlines on 1 John) 

False Spirits 
1 John 4:1-3 

We are extremely gullible people. 
Politicians win elections because of that fact. 
Advertising sells products because of that fact. 
Newsmen mold public opinion because of that 
fact. And religious spokesmen lead followers 
astray because of that fact. John focused on that 
problem in our text. He said a lot of false spirits 
exist in this world. We need to "test the spirits 
to see whether they are from God." What are 
some of these false spirits? 

S,rlf: The first false spirit is the spirit of self. 
Our generation is characterized by excessive self 
love which is labeled narcissicism. An article in 
IuM declared, "One difficulty in diagnosing 
pathological narcissicism is that the whole cul
ture has turned in a narcissistic direction." 

We do need to recognize our own worth. But 
the spirit that tells us self-fulfillment is life ' s 
most important goal and the universe revolves 
around us is a false spirit. 

Sensuality: Another false spirit of our age is 
sensuality. According to this spirit, pleasure is 
our primary goal. This spirit suggests the prob
lem with modem society is our outdated moral 
code. The answer is promiscuity. 

We do need to recognize sexuality as a heal
thy, God-given propensity of the human body. 
But the spirit that tells us the primary motivation 
in life is pleasure and there are no limits on how 
or when it can be experienced is a false spirit. 

Secularism: A third false spirit is secularism. 
This spirit suggests the most important things in 
life are the things money can buy. 

We do need money to survive in today 's 
world. But the spirit that tells us material things 
can satisfy us and temporary possessions can 
give us an eternal investment is a false spirit. 

Hopists 
1 John 4:4 

There is a world of difference between a 
pessimist and an optimist. A pessimist sees noth
ing but bad in the world. An optimist sees noth
ing but good. A Christian is to be neither a 
pessimist nor an optimist. Instead, we are to be 
a hopist. A hopist is one who sees the bad in the 
worJd, but knows the good will eventually win 
out because of what he knows about God. The 
Christian is a hopist. Let me explain why. 

The Inward Look: A Christian is a hopist 
because of the power within him. When we look 
within, we discover there is a power abiding in 
our lives, a power which is greater than those 
powers that are without. Paul talked about this 
power in Philippians 4:13. Jesus talked about it 
in John 14:12. 

Every Christian has the power of the Holy 
Spirit in his life, and because the pe-w-er in us is 
greater than the power of the world, we can be 
hopists . 

The Backward Look: We can also be hopists 
because of the performance behind us. When we 
look back in history we remember a time when 
the power of light confronted the power of dark
ness in a face to face battle. On Friday, it seemed 
as if the power of darkness had won. But on 
Resurrection morning, the outcome of the battle 
was revealed. Peter announced this victory in 
Acts 2:36. Paul talked about it in 1 Corinthians 
15:57. 

When God raised Jesus from the grave, He 
gave clear evidence that the ultimate victory 
belonged to Him. Because of what God did then, 
we can have hope now. 

The Forward Look: We can also be a hopist 
because of the promise before us. As we look to 
the future, we know that someday the victory 
which was won at Calvary and in the resurrec
tion event will be manifest to all people. Jesus 
issued that promise in John 14:3. The writer of 
Revelation talked about it in Revelation 11:15. 

Because Jesus will ultimately be victorious 
over the powers of evil, we can face life with 
hope. 




