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MAKING MIRACLES HAPPEN 

Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33 .. , 

I 

CHRISTIANITI IS A TOO OFTEN IT IS 
AS VERY BUT DON'T EVER 

TBAT. IT IS PEPPCFD TO COvMONPLACE' rs 
TRAGIC, FOR THE MESSAGE OF JESUS IS ELECTRIC, DYNAMIC AND 
VITAL. I t IS PACKED AND SURCHARGED POWER. IT IS BURST

If , I'M OVERSTATING THE CASE, LET ME QUOTE A 
PASSAGE THE 14th OF THE GOSPEL OF THE 12th 
VERSE ''HE 1HAT ON ME, THE WORKS 1HA.T I 00 SHALL 
HE 00 ALSO; AND GREATER THAN THESE SHALL HE 
rs 

SIMON PETER DISCOVERED THE TRUTH OF IBIS 
PASSAGE WHEN HE RESPONDED TO CHRIST'S INVITATION AND STEPPED 

ON THE WATER WALKED ON IT JESUS 
DID JESUS 00? HE ON THE WATER. HE MADE 

.lllJ,W TO SEE, THE TO WALK, THE SICK TO BE WELL. HE 
RAISED THE DEAD. HE THE WORLD. AND HE SAID TO HIS 
FOLLCMERS, BELIEVE IN ME, THE GREAT I 
HA.VE DONE SHA.LL DO." AND EVEN GOES ON TO SAY, "AND 
GREATER WORKS SHALL 00 I 00." SUCH A MAY 
BE DIFFICULT TO BUT THERE IS RIGHT IN THE BIBLE. 

CAN WORK MIRACLES - - PERHAPS THE EXACT MIRACLES 
WORKED BUT MIRA<";:LES THE ThMEDIATE NEEDS 
US REQUIRE. 

· You Can Make Miracles Happen: 

I WHEN REALLY , 
--Matt. 14:28-29 

e makes him willing to 
everything. Simon P er' s life was an one 

it was a life of belief. 
1. In God 

In vs . 28 Peter said, "Lord you just me 
to come to you and I' 11 do it!'' And he did because 
he really believed in God! And a miracle happened. 
He walked on the water! 

- -.APPLY· If we believe in Christ enough we too can 
make miracles happen. That is the task we as Christian 

~~r:~ -~~;~~- W:,,:re;~~=~J~~a~:,ml 
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We are to claim the promise of ''With men this 
is impossible but with God all things are possible" 

tt. 19:26) . 
- -NOTE: There may be many of us here today who join 

who said to "I believe Lord, help thou 
my unbelief ." It may be that we need to begin today 
asking God to strengthen our faith in him so that when 
it is our turn to ''walk upon the - -

we'll have 
to do the worthy thing. 

- -NOTE: Once Peter heard call hiin and knew 
that it was in the will of God for him to walk to 

on the water he never doubted but that he could 
do it. He stepped out on the water and a miracle 
happened because he really believed in God and he 

,, really believed in himself. 
-- · "I can do all things through 01.rist which 

strengtheneth me!'' 
- -NOTE: Not to believe in yourself i s for you not to 

believe in something wonderful God has Not to 
believe that God can do the miraculous through 
is not be i eve in the_ who made you. 

3. n the of the 
- vs. 28 
--Exegesis: This was an impossibility. Even to make sud 

a request, Peter had to believe in the possibility of 
the impossible. 

-~NOTE: If you are ever to make miracles happen you 
focus on the word, possibility. Reject the impossibile: 
tlwell on the Be a 

any question by stressing the possibilities, 
not the impossibilities. For if you dwell on im
possibilities, you will get an impossible result. 

· 
above the \sma--1:-

douds Get that bright word out there among those 
clouds -- and you will be amazed how the 
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Dr. Harry Fosdick once said, 'There are 
plenty of people to do the possible. You can hire 
them for a weekly wage. But the prizes of life go to 
those who can do the impossible. If a thing be 
done, experience and skill will do it. If it can't 
be done, only can do it." 

You can make miracles happen when you really believe 
, in yourself and i n the possibility of 

impossible. 

II. WHEN ARE FILLED 
--vs. -28 

As Simon Peter sees Jesus walking on the water 
he must have said, ''Man would I ever like to do that! Lord 
can I do it?'' .And then he bounds over the side of the 
ship bubbling enthusiasm as he makes his 
toward 

- -NnTE :> Belief is not You'll S'e ' • 
of making miracles. happen. your j · l 

Enthusiasm compells us to on our . -
bel ief and get out and make miracles happen. 

1. Results 
e word, is one of the greatest in 

the English language, deriving, as you well know, from 
two little Greek words, "en" and "thees," the latter 
being the Greek word for God. So enthusiasm actually 

from its derivatives, "full of God" or packed 
full of God. The enthusiasm that makes miracles 

.happen is not hollow and tis the 
result of being so open to God that he fills you fully 
with his 71v,+ yo11 



2. an Attitude of 
Peter's request and his enthusiastic response 

takes none of us by surprise. is an 
attitude of mind and thi~ is kind of mind Peter 

r:,,,,pft ~.-/, 
- Proverbs 23:7 "As (a man) thinketh in his heart so is 
he." 

- -APPLY: But you may say, "I can't be enthusiastic if 
I 'm not enthusiastic. I'm just not the enthusiastic 
type!" You can be if you really want to You 
begin by thinking enthusiastically. God's word is at 

-- remember it says . . .. 

't 

. - . · 5lil provides 
to make miracles happen. It enables us to do the 
impossible. i.e. Man passing through cemetary late at 

fell into open grave jumped and but 
couldn't get out . Accepted the fact and settled down 
in a corner and waited for sunrise. 2nd.man . .• 
1st man said nothing put his hand on the other 
man.'s shoulder and can't get out of here" -
but did! •.. -

I II. TO TAKE ACTION 

You tag along all your life only 
if you want to, but if you are going to have 

a part in making miracles happen bave to come ta the, 
,Poi where you say, "This is it. I'm going to do some-
thing really big." then dare to take action! . 
1. dch Is Decisive 

Peter to himself to a 
l in_ of Live or die, sink or swim would 
do what asked him to do. 

When have a big job to accomplish one of the 
greatest temptations is to sit and look at it . 

. 1:- At such a time a kind of thargy seems to 
us and we to sit and look at and think about ·a11 



ee-.rs,..,ve 
done. When what is rac~ s 

are to happen1is for action t o be 
Martin ce said: "The vascilating man is ever 

a e mercy o e opinion of the man talked to 
him last. He may see the right , but he drifts toward 
the If he decides upo a course, he only 
follows it until somebody opposes a e.tiJ:,, 
escription need not describe us. T drift is to 
ie. to the 

and then a miracle happen. 
2. Which Is Daring '-r GFrrM; 

. ; 
- 'iExegete: Peter's esus sa1 

you want to make a miracle happen. en put 
and your into &;tjgn.· It is a daring 
I ask you to do , but walk to me on the water." Peter 
could have quoted what some say will be the 7 
words of the .church. ''We've never done it that wav 
before! · 

. · P t er be to t~~k 
eyes off (2) He to stare and to magni 
the problen&12 t · d he t · e ojf Jesus? 

ve you ever what the other disci les were 
doing when Jesus walking water and asked 
Peter to do the same? Were they encouraging him? 
"Go on out there, you can do it . · will help 
you?" Not on your lif e! They were saying, "Peter, get 
back in this boat where it is safe! We've been fishing 
in these waters for 40 years and never saw a 
that before. going to drown out there!" 

th faith o try it themselves and it 
embarrassed them for Peter to end_eavor so difficult a 
task. · hand and saved Peter in 
spite of his failure and faithlessness because he at 
least dared to act on his faith. i w·11 
l et you down when you dare to do something great for 
him! £v/#'Yl1d,~ , ·_ 

. - Si,,.fkl 

CON: There was a French boy for whom Napoleon felt compassion . 
& took him in. Put a unifonn on him and taught him how to 



beat signals on the In a certain campaign, Napoleon's 
field position was very bad and seemed inevitable. 
Three times he ordered the boy to beat the signal for 
retreat. The 3rd time, with tears in his the boy said, 
"Sir, you never taught me how to beat the signal for retreat . 
But if you will let me I ' 11 beat a signal for a charge that 
will cause the dead to rise and for France!" Napoleon 
so ordered him and defeat turned into one of the greatest 
victories of Napoleon's campaign -- God never taught his 
church how to beat the signal for retreat . • • 
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FBC Ponca City Centennial Notes 

The Past 

1. 

2. 
3, 

4, 

5. 

6. 

7. 

born in Ponca City and grew up in this church. Her mother was a 
SS teacher. 
June 25, 1954 Elizabeth and I were married in this church. 
Ten years later, August 16th, 1964 Charlotte, Todd, and I 
became your pastor and pastor' s family. I old. 
For more than five years this church blessed our lives again and again in a 
multiplicity of ways. 
You affirmed us, encouraged us, supported us and established a friendship that has 
lasted these past 36 years. 
You had a will to work- to move forward-to plow new ground. As a result: 
1. You brought in 975 new members during our time with you, 
2. You increased your mission giving by more than 50% and started 

Northeast Mission (Church). 
3. You constructed a much needed Education Building 
4. You began a Radio Ministry . . . 
In September of 1969 I became The Director of Evangelism for the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma. 

The Present 
\ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

I am in my 28th year as pastor of the FBC of San Angelo, Texas, following Dr. 
Gordon Clinard whom I followed as interim pastor of this church. 
We are in a $10 mil. the major phase of which be 
completed in about a year. J. cu rH:1 c/£-G/1:,. 
Our children: 
(1) Renee' - On the staff of UCLA in Los Angeles 
(2) Charlotte - Pastor's wife, (Clinton Young), FBC Quanah, Texas and 

mother of our granddaughters, Jaclyn 9, and Jessica 11 
(3) Todd - With GTE in Dallas and involved in Park Cities Baptist Church 

II The Future - FBC Ponca City can "Make Miracles Happen! " 

(Highlight "Making Miracles Happen" sermon) 



Making Miracles Happen 
Matthew 14:22-33 · page 847 

January 30, 2005 
Evening 

Christianity is a tremendous thing! Too 
often it is presented as something 

ordinary, but don't you ever believe that. 

You can work miracles--miracles that the 
immediate needs around us require. 

You Can Make Miracles Happen: 

I. When You Really Believe--Matt. 14:28-29 
1. In God 

2. In Yourself 

3. In the Possibility of the Impossible 



II. When You are Filled With Enthusiasm --vs. 28 
1. Which Results From Being Full of God 

actually means "full of God." 

2. Which Is an Attitude of Mind 

...,.Proverbs 23:7 "As a man thinketh in his heart so 
is he." 

Ill. When You Dare To Take Action--vs. 29 
1. Which Is Decisive 

or die, sink or swim, Peter would do what 
Christ asked him to do. 

2. Which Is Daring 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

God never taught his church how 
to beat the signal tor retreat. 
You can make miracles happen 
TODAY! 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Making Miracles Happen 
Matthew 

July 22 2012 

Christianity is a tremendous thing! Too 
often it is presented as something very 

ordinary, but don't you ever believe that. 

You can work miracles--miracles that the 
immediate needs around us require. 

You Can Make Miracles Happen: 

I. When You Really Believe-Matt. 14:28-29 
1. In God 

2. In Yourself 

3. In the Possibility of the Impossible 



II. When You are Filled With Enthusiasm -vs. 28 
· 1. Which Results From Being Full of God 

actually means "full of God." 

2. Which Is an Attitude of Mind 

23:7 "As a man thinketh in his heart so 
is 

Ill. When You Dare To Take Action--vs. 29 
1. Which Is Decisive 

or die, sink or swim, Peter would do what 
Christ asked him to do. 

2. Which Is Daring 

• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
God never taught his church how 
to beat the signal for retreat. 
You can make miracles happen 
TODAY! 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


